%99

Presipent’s ComMmunsion
ON THE
AssasaiNATION of Presipent Kenneoy
200 Maryland Ave. N.E.

EARL \t’Alké:, Washington, D.C. 20002 1. LEE RANKIN,
AR » S Tdepbone 343-1400 o
o e

GERALD R. PORD MEMORANDUM

JOHN 1. MeCLOY
ALLEN W, DULLES

September 23, 1964

T0: Mr. J. Lee Rankin
General Counsel
FROM: Burt ¥. Griffin
RE: Telephone conversation with Andrew Armstrong, Jr.

At approximately 2:45 p.m. today I spoke by telephone
with Andrew Armstrong Jr. in Dallas, Texas. Mr. Armstrong stated
that he did not know and had never heard of Rugsell D. Mathcws
or Elizabeth Ann Mathews and he knew of no connection between
those persons and Jack Ruby.
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JORN W. MASHEK, Wasbiogton Corrsipondent for the Dallas
Morning News (Dndlxa, Tewas), 620 Alber Builting, 1426 G Street MW,
Washington, D. C., <tatad that he hed been Intzrested in tryiog to
£ind out 1f there wns any t073ible conrection between L¥E HARVEY
and/or JACK RUBY avd giobling and reckoteerivg nctivities, MASHEK. .
stated that anyNinformotion he had in this regard was beersay, based
on either information in the various news medis or rumor.

MASHRK ctated tha person who would be best able to
furoieh information concerning JACK RUBY would be TONY ZOPPI, Amusement
Editor, Dallas Morning News,

MASHEK 844 he bad hesrd on the nzwe, whet he considers
at present to be a rumor, of OSWALD having boen in Mrxico in the latter
part of September, 1963, rbout the time Precident KENNEDY mde a trip
there. MASHEK atated he waa trying to locate the file references in
his office to mscertain the daten of the visit.

MASHEX 5a4d he hal herrd or resd fomething sbout JACK
RUBY or RUBY's brother hwving meda trips to Chicago, but this was rumor
as far 23 MASHEX 18 concerned, and ho could not furnish any factual in-
formation in this regard.

MASHEK enid in convercationn with newswen he hed heard
what he conridered at the moment to be a "wild rumor,” mentioned by &
Chicago Daily News man vho wns vorking {n Dalla: nt the office of tha
Dallas Morning News, to the effect Lhit A yayoff was made to OSWALD
or RUBY 1n Chicego, two weeks before the mocaasination of President
KENNEDY on November 22, 1963. MASHEX ovld the rumor or isformation
supposedly stemmed from nn intormant la Chlergo, who reportedly told
the Federsl and Police Reporter for the Chicwgo Daily News about it.

MASHEK ©nid he could tot recsll the name of the Chicago
Daily News reporter in Mwllas who hed mentioued this alleged “payoff,”
but he had the name written down nt home. Ha said he vould find out
the name and edviee interviewioy Agents of eame.
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JACK WILLNER, r, "Chicago Daily News™, was
contacted Assistant Specisl Agent in Chargs WILLIAM B.
sdmitted that he was source of rumor which
wm;pz:ﬂmanunu-unm
or RUBY in Ch o cenneotion with assassination of
President KENNEDY, advised that no one on was
e T oy pibuime  Ghtvege
& no. on °
Police Ceoitarted hin with tidbits of informtion
and ideas, He stated he received information that there had

one individual, whose idemtity he cmnmot recall, ted to
him that rmp the Cuban committes had been beh the
sssassination. S

According to WILLNER, as a result of a1l the
information he had gl d ing the ination of
President KENNEDY, he concluded there was a foul possibility
there had been momey paid to OSWALD or RUBY to provide for
the assassination. He did nothave any facts to back this
up and he luui this anslysis of his own to HANSEN, "Chicago
Daily News® reporter covering the Dallas story, to see 1T he
could secure any corroboration of the theory that there bad
been a payoff in Chicago.

- WILLNER stated he was unable to get any corroborationm
of his theory and therefore did not print this story. He
stated he still feels, although he does mot bave faots to back
it up, that there could very likely have been suoh as he does
pot believe that either OSWALD or RUBY acted spontansous
on their own. He state” had he secured anything to corroborats
this theory of his he would have published it im the pn:.

He could mot give the identity of any person who s ']
this theory to him snd feels that this lusion
at by him as & result of all of the imformation reachimg him.
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