
May 29, 1964

Honorable J. Lee Rankin
General Counsel
President's Commission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy
200 Maryland Avenue NE
1!ashington, D. C. 20002

Dear Mr . Rankin :

Honorable J. Lee i~ankin
May 29, 1964

HENRY WADE

	

Page 2

I have discussed with Sheriff Bill Decker the matter con-
cerning you and members of your commission interviewing
Jack Ruby in the Dallas County jail . I went through the
jail with him. and believe that one of the jury roo-, would
be an ideal place. This is a con.erence room where twelve
jurors sit around a table and discuss their verdict in
criminal cases . It is appro::imately 20' x 15' aad would
appear to me to be adequate for your interrogation .

	

- .
Decker and I would like to have a couple of days notico
together with how many persons you feel should be in the
room, counting Ruby, the stenographer and others so that
we can put a table with the proper kind of chairs in it .
These chairs are soft cushioned chairs but are not ideal
for work at a table, and I am sure you will be satisfied
with this .

I am also enclosing a copy of the psychiatric examination
made by Dr . Joslyn West of the University of Oklahoma who
came here at the instance of the defense counsel and a
copy of the report made by Dr . Stubblefield whom Judge
Brown asked to examine Ruby after the defense had filed
an affidavit o£ his present insanity .

Ruby did a little damage in the jail last night, breaking
his reading glasses and also throwing a cuspidor at one of
the electric light bulbs and breaking it, I am told by
Sheriff Decker . We all realize he has deteriorated some
physically and possibly mentally also since the verdict
but I believe Decker and I agree that most of this is an
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act chat he is putting on .

I look forward to seeing you at 9 :00 a .m . on June the 8th.

Sincerely yours,

HENRY WADE
DISTRICT ATTORNEY
DALIAS COUNTY, TEXAS

HW :sc
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Honorable Joe B . Brown
Judge, Criminal District 1 .urt
Number Three
Record, Annex Building
Dallas, Texas

Dear Judge Br.-

5.1'11 Harry Hi. . . Bowler :. :=
Dallas, Texas 75235
Mny ls, 1964

Ac your request I have evaluated jack Ruby ia the Daila :
County Jall on Thursday, April 30 ; priday, Key 1 ; end KOnd~y .
May 11, 1964 . You had indlcaced that his defense c eel had
, .feed questions about Mr . Ruby's sanity ad you requested ..
yrofes .i . . .I opinion about Mr . Ruby's

cu
mentsl

order

	

to .,.lost .

	

the

	

indications

	

for aformalsanity heari- .

As you knou, the question of . . . .. . .y is a legni matter,
and I a

	

e that my task is [o yrovide you with medical a . .
psychiatric information uhlrh might prove co be useful co you
in your decision . I a

	

u.Lng than the issues involved here
sty similar co the problem of pre-trial evaluation of

,local competency . Although the lava end various to icgs 1
thin matter a

	

euhat vogue I a

	

ming the, you ace .--
teruted In attemyting to ,never the,, questions :

1 . whether o not the defendant
is in

a
. .

ane preseae :y7
2 . uhather or

	

t the defendant undersnds the cr . . .c
Eor uhIthhe o w

o
.vitted ad the punish.-

which he r cefved?
3 . uhather o

	

of the defendant is

	

mpeceet
tois[

	

properly and

	

rationally his

	

c

	

sel
o

rthe preparation and presentation of appeal?

As one a ample of n pre-trim a

a

anicy ruling in Dusky
V .S . 362 V .S . x 788 (1960) the Court s end "chat lc Se n

ough for the di
:n
trice judge to fLnd'ehe defendant (i ;)

oriente't o CI.,

	

d plate and (has) a

	

collection of
ante' but that the test m t be whether he has

	

fflcienc
presena ability [n c suit with his lavyor with a

	

._
degree of rational uadersCanding - ad uhecher he has s a
a "_ Laval a wall as factual aderseandia, of the -ed...

against him ."

There a e tun baba questions - the m an
I--I . the c

	

c legal situation, ad what doe . aas1sa c -. . . .
Regretfully, there Sa a

	

tendency c equate

	

-
thosis vich I . . . .ity and with incapacity to cooperate wrch
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eel . In my opinion, not all persons who ahoy evi4ence
11 Psychotic thought processes

*h' Id
be tolled 1incompetent mentally Eor legal purposes . Just ayossibll for a pezeoe to be s e legally at the time of atrial, and y ,lt insane at the time of e crime, it i alsopossible fat a person co be s

e o
the time of a trialand [o develop such a disturbedn,ai state that becomesinsane subsequent to the trim .

	

In
se

	

sitcacions,
l could continue t m appeal .tthouc toopera .Son

or
o pezctcipacion of the defendant .

	

ictc

	

sel

	

the defendant

	

should

	

have

	

reality-rien[ 0L a acyin um

	

try,

	

judgment end

	

thinking,

	

if his

	

participacion u inthe appeal is required .

Usually, o e dlseveses psychiatric observations Erosthe framework of the s celled "M'Neghcen Rule"-does chcdefendant have the ability c understand the n
lto know chat

	

is vas
_"

end ' v o
end to have the l .,acity1, diatloguish betvoen righcend 'end

	

g . Ibis rule doesnot s m to be of much value in chi ; post-Cria1 situation
currently re Mr . Jack Ruby, in my opinion .

According to Smith, 11 N .M ., 48, 59, 176 P 819, 827,after a sentence of .each, she test of insanity suggesceL
is "uhather at net the prisonerhe, not from the defects
Of

hla faculties, .efficient intelligence to understand the
proceedainst him, whet he u

	

tried for, the
11

I,,"

	

rpose
of his punishment unjust o unlawful, and the Snceliigence
requisite to c vey ouch information

to
his attorneys o[o the co

	

onpaychfa,lic observations within this legalfremcuoxk u eeam to me to be pertimnt to Mr . Ruby's curren .
status .

I would like t submit the fo110ving medical and pey-'hlatric ob ;ervaClons on Kr . Ruby for your c sidetacton,based on my examineaions, including the one on May 11, :914 .
1 . Physical 1-11h - Mr . Ruby reported the[ he"has lost .eight," .be .

n [ been e rcl .ing regularly ." Heappeared Pal";ak, -lo.., extremely c

	

acd modec-rely de . . . . . . d .

	

However,

	

he seemed

	

to

	

be

	

improved

	

slightly
in this moat recent lnterviev .

2 . Psychiatric status - In each interview Mr .Ruby u

	

elert,

	

friendly,

	

and cooperative .

	

K :""new the

	

day,date, month,month, and r . .&nixed and greeted this evaluator .-pressed . .. . diatret of his attorneys, both chc

	

r
-ones and the present ones . He claimed that none of lhcva_c
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.~~~~~_d~~~"~'~~~ .~,^"~ ~~ ^j . .. . .' .~~~ .
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his present attorneys . In my opinion, these observecione
should be token into c nsidereclon rn your decision about
tFe request for a formal sanity hearing . In my opinion,
there a

	

o psychiacrlc c

	

raindicacions for yoo
toq.-ill

	

.

	

Ruby dircctly .nor

	

for you

	

co

	

permit

	

chede-
fense ca put him on cF.^- s and : r directly testimony about
the sanity issue, ideally, in my opinion, Mr . Ruby should
be under the supervision of e psychiatrist, preferably in
a

	

psyah1atrlc

	

hoepical,

	

until

	

the

	

priso

	

ern

	

r

	

V
e

	

swffic-
Sently to proceed with his appeal with -rctona1Underscendiec

I will be available for testimony end further I....1ca-
tion, wham it seems indicated to yaw .

RLS-h

Sincerely,
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1.R.pl7, Pie�R.Jr
Fa,N>

Mr. Clayton Fowler
Attorney at Lacl
706 lain Street
Dallas, T-s

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

200 Mercantile Ccntinental Building
1810 re-arce street

Dallas, Texas

,leas Mr. Sol Dann
1820 David Stoat Building
'50troit 28, Michigan

July 16, 1964

Dear Itr. Fowlers

	

RE. JACK T.-RMY

ThILS will confirm my telephone conversation with you and
Fir . Sol Dann on July 15, 19G4, concerning the interest of the
President's Commission on the Assassination of President Rcr-dy
in affording a polygraph examination to Fir. Ruby. You adviccd
that you and your associates and various r_mbors of Mr . Ruby's
family desired for me to convoy to the Cc=ission information
which would be supplied by Fir. Dann .

Subsequently, Itr. Dana advised, by telephone, that the
family had consulted with Doctor --manual Tansy, 061 Fisher
Building, Detroit 2, Ilichinan, ,.he had o=de an c: :ani.-.ation of
Ruby Ln the past, and that you, I :r . Dana, and the family would
be guided by the judgmcnt of Do-tor TI-y. Mr. Dana stated
that at that time Doctor T-,ay has adviccd a polygraph examina-
tion would seriously affect Ruby's 1:aalth, that the Doctor was
of the opinion it was highly questionable whether such a test
Would be of any value, in view of Ruby's present -antal ecndi-
tion . Mr . Dann stated, therefore, he would net be in a position
to allaw Baby to have a test at this tira,,and that he further
desired to have conveyed to the Comission the following condi-
tions under which the tests might be given in the future, if
the above amttars arc ever resolved,
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