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Deate — 12/1/63 .

Mr, ROBERT J., FITZPATRICK, S.J., Scholastic, Jesult
House of Studies, Spring Hill College, Mobile, Alabama, advised
he recalled LEE HARVEY OSWALD very well. FITZPATRICK said he
was studying the Russian language and learned EUGENE MURRETT, an-
other Jesuit Scholastic, was a cousin of OSWALD and that OSWALD
spent three years in Russia. He saild that arrangements were
then made to have OSWALD speak to a group of the Jesuit Scholas-
tics'at the seminary there. He explained that the seminary
had invited various speakers to address the Jesuit Scholastics
previously and this was in connection with the same series of
lectures. He recalled previous speakers had included a Protest-
ant Minister and a Jewish Rabbl. He said 1t was believed OSWALD
would have some information which would be extremely interesting
to them.

FITZPATRICK recalled OSWALD, OSWALD's wife, who was
named MARINA, and their two year old daughter named JUNE, came
to Mobile, Alabama, on Saturday, July 27, 1963, He said that
the OSWALDs were accompanied by the parents of EUGENE MURRETT.
He also sald they were accompanied also by MURRETT's brother
and sister and their respective spouses and several children.
FITZPATRICK said,he did not attend OSWALD's talk, but stayed
with the MURRETTs and OSWALD's wife. He further informed that
Mrs,. MURRETT was very anxious to talk with Mra. OSWALD without
LEE OSWALD being present. He explained Mrs. MURRETT told him
she never had the opportunity to communicate at anygreat length
with Mrs. OSWALD inasmuch as OSWALD had to tranalate for her,
He said that as a result of this, he and Mrs. MURRETT and Mrs.
Osw:LD walked throughout the seminary grounds for approximately
an hour.

FITZPATRICK stated that apparently MARINA OSWALD could
not speak English except for a few words such as yes and no. He
said, however, she appeared to be a very fine woman in his
opinion. He said that Mrs. OSWALD told Nim she had been raised
in the Russian Orthodox faith until she was approximately ten
years of age, when her relations died, He said Mrs, OSWALD had
about the equivalent of what could be considered a high school
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education in the United States.

He sald Mrs. OSWALD stated she was not a communist
and 1c red Russia and the Russian people., he explained that
Mrs. OSWALD's love for Russia was not the same type as that
he had heard expressed by Nazis for the German fatherland.

He further informed Mra. OSWALD stated there were many in-
conveniences in Russia; however, people had no difficulty
making a living there. He recalled Mrs, OSWALD stated she had
no living relatives in Russia and sald she met OSWALD at a
factory dance in Minsk and that they were subsequently married.

FITZPATRICK sald Mrs. (SWALD told him she 1liked the
United States very much and there appeared to be no conflict
with this and her love for Russla. He said she stated she had
no opportunity to learn English inasmuch as OSWALD kept her
completely away from other people. He said Mrs. OSWALD appeared
to be very happy with OSWALD; however, OSWALD was definitely
the head of the family. He' further informed Mrs, OSWALD indi-
cated her husband did a great deal of reading, but that it
appeared scattered and apparently had no direction or planning.

FITZPATRICK stated Mrs. OSWALD only mentioned
residing in the city of New Orleans, Loulsiana; however, in
talking to her he received the impression the OSWALDs had
lived in other cities of the United States. He stated Mrs.
OSWALD said her husband was presently out of work and they were
having a difficult time financially. He said she told him
OSWALD 1s away from home a great deal and she did not know any
of his assoclates or any of his activities, He further recalled
that Mrs. OSWALD stated she and her husband had a difficult
time getting out of Russia, but she did not explain this remark
further.

He sald Mrs. OSWALD was very neatly dressed, but her
clothes did not appear to be expensive, He saia OSWALD,
although not shabbily attired, did not appear to know how to
wear clothes properly.

FITZPATRICK also recalled that Mrs. MURRETT had him
ask Mrs, OSWALD if she would care to go to Mass with her the
following morning, which was Sunday. He said Mrs, OSWALD
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mm—“—m‘ﬂm—nh'—m—&‘ﬁ—— stated she would like to do this very much, but could not because
SA HARRY J. DEGNAN and of her husband. He further added that on at least two occasions
by —SA_JOHN J. SWEENEY: egp Date dicteted 12/1/63 in his talk with Mrs. OSWALD she 8aid a Russian word which
indicated OSWALD was "without God."
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called Mrs. OSWALD Indicated that
1 been te Mobile previoualy.

FITZPATRICK aisu v
neither she nor her hushad

FITZPATE
about 20 minutes afcer nis spuc at the J t Ser ALY
said this talk with O3WALD was !n the presence of Mra., OS
and the MURRETT famlly and a jreat deal of it was in the Russlan
language. He said OSWALD appearcd to be a very tense and high-
strung person. He sald OGSWALD never smiled and did not appdar
to be at all friendly. e recalied OSWALD spoke falrly gocd
Russlan; however, it deflnitely was not as smooth or correct
grammatically as Mrs. OSWAID's.

He further ted GSWALD did not mentinn poiitics to
him and evaded several questions he asked OSWALD as to how he
managed to leave Russia with his wirle,

he asked Mrs., O5WALD 1f

FITZPATRICX also stated i
in Russian and she told

she would care to correspond with
him she would be very happy to do He satld Mris, OSWALD
uld correct

told 'im she would answer hiv letters, and also wo
his walting, and return n o him, He 8ald he wrote
Mrs. OSWALD a letter In Rus: e mailed about August
8, 1963, and addressc 7 azine Street, N-ww Orelanc,
Louisiana. He advised he pluced hls rurn address on this
letter; however, he nas never recelved an answer {rom Mrs.
OSWALD and his letter was never roturned to him. FITZPATRICK
sald that he learned iater fror EUGENE MURRETT that the OSWALDS
had moved {rom New Orlcans ancut the (i he matled this
letter.

He said he last saw OSWALD about noon, Sunday, Ju
28, 1963, when the OSWALDS and the MUKRETT family had stopp
to say goodbye to EUGENE MURRETT before rcturning to Hew
Orleans. On this occaslon he did not have ary conversation
with elther OSWALD or the MURRETT family, but mer waved at
them as they drove away from Spring Hill College.

1y
ad by

FITZPATRICK sald that as soon as he heard OSWALL had
been arrested as a suspect 1n the assassination of Presldent
JOHN F. KENNEDY, he immediately contactecd several of the Jesuit
Scholastics who had attended OSWALD's speech. He sald hre
obtained the impressions of these individuals of OSWALD and some
of the remarks OSWALD made during his talk, FITZPATRICK caid
he immediately typed up a summary of these impresaslons and
then recontacted the same individuals to determine 1if this
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summary were covrect., FITZFATRICK sald he then made several
additions and deletions and subsequently typed up a five page
pummary of OSWALD's gpeech and aeveral quesations which were
saked him by those in attendance.

FITZPATRICK made avaliable the following five page
aummary aentioned above:

"on Saturday, July 27, 1963, a relative of Lee
Oswald, a mewber of the community at the Jesult House
of Studles, asked Mr. Oswald If ne would address the
scholastlics on his experiences in Russia. The
reguest was not unusual, for the scholastics try
from time to time to have either prominent persons
or others who have something intercsting to relate
speak to the scholastics on thelr experiences. Be-
cause Mr. Oswald was an American who had gone to live
in Russia and who had returned, obvlously for a reason,
1t was thought that he might be able to communicate
the nature of the Rusalian people themselves better
than any officlal reports might. Those who went to
listen to him expected to rear a wman who had been
disillusioned with Soviet communism and had chosen
America to it. What they heard was only partlally
this.

"The major points of Mr. Oswalid‘s address and
details from i1t are glven below, prooably never in
verbatim form, but always true to his intent, at least
as he was heard by a number of people.

"e worked in a factory in Minsk. When he applied
for permisslon to live In the Soviet Union, the
Russian authorities had assigned him to a fairly well
advanced area, the Minsk area. He sald that this was
a common practlce: showing forelgners those places of
which Russians can be proudest.

"The factory life imprecssed him wlth the care 1t
provided for the workers., Dances, social gatherings,
sports were all benefits for the factory workers. Mr.
Oswald ‘belonged to a factory-sponsored hunting club.
He and a group of workers would go into the farm
regions around Minsk for hunting trips. They would
spend the night in the outlying villages, and thus he
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came to know Russian peasant life too. In general,
the peasants were very poor, often close to star-
vation., When the hunting party was returning to
Minsk, it would often leave what it had shot with
the village people because of theilr lack of food.

He spoke of having even left the food he had brought
with him from town. In connection with the hunting
party, he mentioned that they had only shotguns, for
pistols and rifles are prohivited by Russian law.

"Some details of village 1ife: 1in each hut
there was a radio apcaker, even in huts where there
was no running water or electricity. The speaker
was attached to a cord that ran back to a common
receiver, Thus, the inhabltants of the hut could never
change stations or turn off the radio. They had to
listen to everything that came through 1t, day or night.
In connection with radios, he said that there was a
very large radio-jamming tower that was larger than
anything else 1in Minsk.

“More about the factories: factory meetings
were held which all had to attend. Everyone attended
willingly and in & good frame of mindé. Things came up
for discussion and voting, but no one ever  voted no.
The meetings were, in a sense, formalities. If anyone
did not attend, he would lose his Jjob.

"Mr. Oswald sai that he had met his wife at a
factory social.

"The workers, he sald, were not against him
because he was an American. When the U-2 incident
was announced over the factory radlo system, the workers
were very angry wlth the United States, but not with
him, even though he was an American.

"He made the point: that he disliked capitalism
because 1ts foundation was the explolitation of the
poor. He implied, but did not state directly, that he
was disappointed in Russia because the full principles
of Marxism were not lived up to and the gap between
Marxist theory and the Russian practice disillusioned
nhim with Russian communism., He sald, 'Capitallsm
doesn't work, communism doesn't work. In the middle
is socialism, and that doesn't work either,'
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.On Saturday, July 27, 1963, a relativo of Lee Oswald, a member of
Oswula 1f

the communlty &t the Jesuit Hcouse ol Studles, asked
ke wouid address the scholasticy on nis vxperlonces in Russla. The
requost was not nsususl, for the ccnolestics try from time to time
to have eitiher promlnent persons or others who have somothing in-

teresting to relate speak to the scnoclastics on tholir cxperlences.

Bocuuse ilr. Cuwald was &n

rlosn who had gome to llve ia Rasaie
an¢ wac had roiurned, obviously for a reason, 1t was thournt that
i.e mizht be adle to communicatse the nature of the Russian people

themselvas botter than any offic!:l resorts might. Those who woent

to listen to him expected to hoar a min wio had been cdisillusioned

with Soviet cormuniam and Lol choson jsmoerica to it. What they hesrd
wis only partielly this.
‘20 major points of Mr. Oswald's address and details from it

ary givon below, probably never in verbatim form, but always true

to kis intent, at least &s Lo was hctrd by & number of people.

He worked in a factory In !lnsk. U“hen he applied for pormis-
@ion to live In the Soviet Union, the Russien autnorities nad as-
si_nod him to & falrly well advanced ares, the Minsk area. He
3:.id that this was & cormon practice: showing foreigners those places
of which the Russiana can bo proudest.

The factory life impressed him with the care it provided for

the workers. Dances, social gathorings, 3ports were all benafits

for the factory workers. Oswald belonred to & factory-spon-
sorcd hunting club. Ho end a groap of workers would go into the
farm reglons around Minsk for hunting trips. They would spend the
night in the outlylng villeges, and thus he came to know Sussian
peasant 11fe too. In gonersl, the poisunts were very poor, .= ..

close to starvation. Yhen the hunting party was returning to Ninsk,
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