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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

TO : Chief James J. Rowley DATE: November 30, 1963
rroM @ SA Lawton, 1-16 - White Fouse Detail

supjzcr: Activities of this Speclal Apent in Dallas, Texas on Friday,
November 22, 1963

On Friday, Novenber 22, .93 T was a nember of tre ORY - L:007H
shift. T arrived in Dallas, Texas, Love Field at 11:L0AM aboard MSAF 26000.
I was assigned to the Press Area upon arrival and my ipstructions were to
remain at the airport to effect security for the President's dcparture.

T received informatisn President Kevnedy had been shot and trat
he vas being broucht back to "SAF 26000. I immediately contacted the Police
Official in charge of the police detail at the a'rport and advised him of the
situation and requested that sirice security be placed in the vicinity of
NSAF 26000, the termiral, and surronnding area. I advised the Police 2ffical
to caution his men to be on the looko't for people taking pictures, that there
was to be no picture taking by anyone.

A short time later I received information that Preasident kennedy
had died and that his body was being brourht to Dallas Love Field and placad
aboard !'SA¥ 26000, for return to Washington, D.C. After a short time tre
President's body arrived at the airport and I assisted in placing the coffin

aboard TSAF 26000, /
J . umn

APPROVED: Spec al Agent

: ( Q Q D Q 1-16, White Mouse Detail

Gerald A. Eehn
Special Agent in Charge
1-16, white House Detail
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FIELD OFFICE - Dallas, Texas
AGENT - Roger C. Warner
DATE - November 22, 1963

On November 22, 1963, I wac assigned, in connection with the Presidential
Visit to Dallas, to Love Field Airport to provide help for advance prepar-
ations for the President’'s arrivel, security of the Air Force I and II
during the President’s visit to Dallas, and as help in advance for depart-
ure of President from Dallas.

I arrived at the airport at approximately 10;30 A.M. in company with Spechl
Agent Jerry Kivet, Vice Presi .ential Detail. At that time, I undertool
duties to aid SA lawson, Preaidential Detail in lining up cars for the

out for the les, and other general

duties.

At about 12 Noon the President arrived in Alr Force I, and upon his de-
parture from the plane he began shaking hands with citizens gathered

along the fence, approximately 75 yerds from the ramp on which the President
deplaned. During the time the President was shaking hands with these citi-
zens, I provided security and passage for the Presi.ent to move around the
fence meeting the people. The President then moved to his automodbible and
the motorcade left the airport.

As soon es the motorcade left Love Field I introduced myself to Special
Agents Rybka and lawton and aided them in securing Air Force I and II with
armed Air Force sentries, Plans were also made at this time to secure the
area for the President's return., Agents Rybka and lawton, and 1 then went
to the airport to have lunch.

Avout 12:30, plsne crews of Air Force I and II and of the Press plane were
alerted by public address system of the mirport to return to their planes
immediately. Agents Rybka, Lawton, and I immediately returned to the planes
at which time we were informed by Special Agent P who was s

near the boarding area of Air Force I that the President hnd been shot.

No further information was received at that time relative to the condition
of the President, Agents Patterson, Rybka, Lawton, and the undersigned
immediately secured the boarding area of Air Force I and II, all buildings,

and ad jacent « This was accomplished by directing police
officers and llrport. pernonnal 1o clear the areas of both private citizens
and airport in the vicinity. In this manner,

the lower end of lava Field adjacent to the terminal was campletely secured

along with warehouses and various outbuildings of the terminal itself.

Also, parking lots were secured with no persons being allowed to sit in
cars parked near the fence.
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During the time we were weiting Zor the President to return to the plane,

ve were getiing reports from verious incivicuals vho were listening to the
radlo, both pocket transistor radiocs ard radios aboard the nearby airplanes,
and were therefore able to gather information about the progress of tho
Presicent to Parkland Hospital.

In a short period of tire, I observed two automobiles pull up to the airplane
and perscns boarding iir Force I. I then subcequently observed Special Agent
Rufus Youngblcod closing the door on Air Force I and knew the nev President
Joknson had toarded the airplane.

Approxirately ten ninutes later, word was received that the coffin containing
the body of Presidont Kernedy tmas returning to the airfield; that Hrs. Kennedy
had requested no photographs or persons bo ailowed near the area where she

would board Air Force I. It was alco suggested at this time Uy unknown persona
that 4ir Force I and II be moved to the far cide of Love Fleld, This suggestion
was not complied with for tho roason that security had been established in the
original landing ares and uld involve a muzbor of movements te retwm the
planes to the other side o the field and again provide substantisl security.

About ten minutes later, a Motorcacs containing the body of the Presicent in
a bronze colored casket end lirs. Kennedy appeared znd were loaded aboard shipe
A% this time no photogrzphs were telien with the exccption of ons photographor
who had ciimbed to the rcof of a wa use approxirately 200 yards froa the
airplance This photcgrasher was resirained from taking further photographs,

After ilro. Zennedy and the tucy of tie President were loadad aboard Air Force
I, security wae naintained wtil I iat with Special Agent Jamea H. Howard tho
ked driven from Fort ¥orth to the Love Fileld ares in company with Special Agent
'1i1ien Duncan. Special Agent Howerd gtated that a suspect had been captured
by Fort Vorth Police and that he wished me to accompany him to Fort Worth to
question this suspect. I informed Spacial Agent Patterson and other Secret
Sarvice zgents who had accompanied tie deceased Prasident Xennedy to the air-
pord that I was about to depart with Agent Howird to question this suspect and
they concurred and gave peraission ‘o depart, I then laft with Agent Howard
and traveied to Fort Worth Poiice Station where ve questionsd Donald Wayne
Houoe, LOk Lula, Renger, Texas, A. the time SA Howard and I left for Fort Worth
to question the suspect, the Air Jorce I bad not departed Love Field,

Orig. 7 2 Chiaf
Taslas 2 co
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Duty Ascignment Upon Arrival At Dallas, Texas On November 22, 1963,

Upon arrival at Love Field, Dallas, Texoe aboard Alr Force O.E
(26700} at 11:35 am, 1 proced to “he follow~up car 679-X and stationed
myself st the right front fendar of 679-X and the rear of 100-Y. There
I stopped overyone from going in netween the cars, Once the motor-cade
tegan to movs I moved zlong with i, until the motor-cade plcked up
speed, From this point I returned to the irmediate area of Alr Force QUE.

Once the moior eade left the Airport, arproximately fifteen
minutes latez I procelded to the Alrport ristaurant for s sendwich and
coffees Upon completion of my mesl, I £aw the crew from the Fan-imerican
chartered plene leaving in a hurry, One of the crew memiers stated they
received word to return to their craft immedlately st which time I also
left the restaurant and went to the area of alr Force ONE.

After recelving information of what has happened, 1 assisted
other igents in enforcing security at the Alrport. When word wes received
that tnc body was to iLe brought tack on the plans I took the post at
the rear ramp of the pline, and remsined there until departure time,

At this time I boarded Air Force ONE and deperted st 2345 pme

,a&« < ‘—y‘»’}? £Lg
Henry< 0. Ryt
SA 1-16
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FIELD OFFICE - Dailas, Texas
AGENT ~ William H. Pattersen
DATE ~ November 22, 1963

On No/emoer 22, 1963, I was assigned to drive the Vice President!s car
in Fort Worth, Texas, and was therefore not assigned a post during the Dalias
visit.

Upon completion of my assigned duties in Fort Worth, Texas, which occurred
snoner than anticipated, I deparied Carswell Air Force Base in Secret Service
car 720-8, and proceeded to Dalias Love Field to assist in the general security
in that area, I arrived at Da:las Love Field at aopreximately 12:20 P. M.,
and assisted the local oolice and Spscial Agents Warmer and Lawton in the
security of Air Force I and Il.

At aoproximately 12:30 P. M. the crew of Air Force I was alerted to 6band
by for immediate departurs an? this uvas the dirst indication I received that
some trouble had occurred with the Presicential visit, Succeeding information
was obtained at various intervils from the piine crew and over a pecket radie
carried by one of ‘he local porice officers. It was by this means that I
learned the President had been assassinated.

Upen learning of the President's death, I assisted SA Lawton and SA Warmer
in direction of local police orficers in app.ying strict security to Air Force
I and IT and the general .anding area and bulidings in this vicinity.

I remained in close proximity of Air Force I during the arrival of Vice
President and Mrs. Johnson, the President?s coffin, and Mrs. Kennedy. I
stayed in the vicinity of Air Force I until it departed, at which time I return-
ed to the Dailas Fieird Office.

/
N AN

Le Y e
Wililam H. Pattersen
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Tis ASSASSINAULION OF FReSIvsNt JUHN F. KeNNmul
ON NOV:MBEf 22, 1963, AT DALLAS, THAAS

. Statezint of Speclal Agent John J. O'leary, United States Secret
Service, concerning his activities and official duties on November 22, 1963, in
Dallgs, Texas.

On the morning of Noveamber 22, 1963, I departed Fort fiorth, Texas, with
the Presidentisl Party aboard Air Force Ons (U. S, 4ir Force Plans No. 26000).
Dsparture time from the Fort Worth Airport was at 11:25 a.m. Air Force One
arrived at Love Field, Dallas, Texas, at 11:40 a.m, Ny officlal duties as a
Secret Service agent in connoction with this trip of the Fresident was to super-
vise the handling and socurity of all luggage aboard Air Force One., ‘This would
include all the porconal effects of the Prusident, such as his suitcases, locse
clothes, hanging bags, bed mattress, Presidential Seal, etc. Baggage for Mrs.
Kennedy, who was along on this trip to Texas, was also handled by me.

When we arrived at the Dallas airport I remained aboard the Presidential
airplane or in close proximity of the plane during the time the welcoming
ceremonies were in progress for the President and First Lady, and after the
Presidential wmotorcade departed for downtown Dallas. None of the Fresident's
luggage was to be unloaded in Dallas as this was not %o be an overnight stop. My
instructdons were to remain at the airport unuil the President!s motorcade returned
for departure for Austin, Texas. SA Don Lawton remained at Love Field with me.

Yy first knowledze that the President had been shot was when Colonel
Swindle, Presideatial pilot, asked me if I had heard that the President and
Governor Connally had been shov. I had seen the pilot of the Pan-American
chartered Press plane running into the terminal building just before Colonel
Swindlo told me of the shooting, so I felt that somothing was wrong. At this
point, after learning of the inecident, I boarded Air Force One and watched tho
tclevision coverzge of the events following the tragedy. I stayed on the plane
until it departed Dallss at 2:47 p.m. Dallas time and arrived at Andrews Air Force
Base, Vashington, D. C., at 5:58 p.m. that night (Washington time). Before
departure from Love Fleld I was told that we were waiting for the President's
btody to bo put on the plane.

otime before departure from Love Field, Dallas, I was asked to
witness the swearing in cerecony of Lyndon Johnson as the 36th President of the
Unitcd Siztes. This was done aboard Air Force One at 2:38 p.m., and all passengers
skocrd Lir Force One wers invited to witness the swearing in.

Upon disexmbarking from Air Force One at Andrews Air Force Base, I

nite House car and followed the ambulance carrying the President!s body
.uhesda Maval Hospital, Bethesda, Maryland., Departure from Andrews Air
Porce Ense was at 6:10 p.m. and we arrived at the hospital at 6:55 p.m. At the
spitei I was present at the autopsy and the official picture taking of the
dentfs body, 1 eventually departed the hospital about midnight and returned

to the "nite House.. Thia is a true statement of facys to tke/best ny knowl-
cc o ead bolief. 7/£ j . / z 3 .

Above statement made on Nov. 30, 1963. John J, O'Leary )
Special Ageat
U. S, Secret Service
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