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Loyola Villa
Battle Wharf, Alabama

August 7, 1863
Dear Marina,

Thank you for the interesting conversation which we had last week. I was de-
lighted to talk to you, for which I thank you very much. I have to admit that I was
happy and surprised that I could understand you without great difficulty. As a
result of this conversation, my interest and desire to study Russian has grown.

Thanks to your husband, too, for his very good report in our seminar, Perhaps,
we did not agree with him regarding certain of his conclusions, but we all respect him
for his idealism and the truthfulness of his search.

I also thank you for records of Tchaikovsky's ballet, the “Swan Lake.” I listened
to them and I like the orchestra of the Bolshoi Theater and its conductor Yu. Fayer.
Thank you, once more !

If it is not too difficult for you, please correct mistakes in my letters.

Recently I read many poems by Pushkin, Lermontoy, Esenin and Mayakovsky. I
particularly liked “A Letter to Mother” by Esenin; “Winter Evening,” by Pushkin;
and “A Cloud in Pants,” by Mayakovsky.

Did you read these poems? Do you like them?

If you have enough time, please write to me about your life in the USSR. I would
like to know what you studied at school, particularly, what you studied in literature.

I shall be here up to August 21, and then at the Jesuit House of Studies, 3950
Loyola Lane, Mobile.

With deep respect,
Yours, Boris Ivanovich Fitzpatrick (sic)
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