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TE I}.JSASSI\:\“I(I' OF PRESINENT KENNEDY
DALLAS, 'ITX-‘\S

Lee llarvey
Tape recoiding of interview with Mrs, Marmuerite Oswald, mother of/Uswvay
Eée Osuald, " Recorded on Novenber 25, 1963, Intorvics wor is Specizl Agent
J. M. lloyard, U. S, Sccret Service, a'l'u;, Texas., This recerding is bomv
made at Six I‘hrs Inn Motel, Arlington, Texas. This is a continuation of
the same tape upon which interview of fchert Lee Oswald was recorded,

This is an interview with Mrs, Marguerite Oswald, mother of llarvey Lee
Oswald, accused assassinator of President Kennedy.

Q. What is your name, please Ma'aa?

A. Mrs. Marpguerite Oswald,

Q. And where do you live at this time, !Mrs, Oswald?

A. 2220 Thomas Place J:'I:gr-t'l‘:out:_th_. Igaas./

Q. Are you the mother of Lee Oswald? .
A. Ian the] mother of Lee Oswald,

Q. Mrs. Oswald, can you start at the beginning and give us the background
of Lee and his characteristics and how he was raised, ctc.?

A. Yes.

Q. Would you mind doing it?
-
A. Not at all. Lec had two broilers. There is five vears differcnce
betwcen Robert and Lee, so at a ceriain -3~ there isn't much comsanion-

ship wherc one bor would be 17veors old and the other boy,.let's say,
would be 12, which the 17 year old would be 101"&..‘#; and having friends
and the other would be----- so Lee, I would sav, was TOSTiy alcn. and

naturally, being a widow and Z-.avir.g to suppors ‘-.:Z'.c suree children, I
worked. I often held two jebs in owxder to support myr children. 7 had
responsilile positions as a manager aixl semetincs assistant manager,
which ro :ires a lot of mental work i, but very lcw pay. The way I
raised ti.c children, my husband left our home which was a moderzte
home, not paid for, of course, and he had a §5,000 insurance“policy,
but that is not the full smount I rcceived because we had to borrow on
the policy as the children were being born, sc that the entire income
I had, being left with onc unborn, onc five and onc scven. The seven
years old is from a former marriage.
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¥hat is his name?
John Sdward Pick. ;
And where is he at this time?

lic is in the service, making a carcer of the service, and he entered the
seérvice at age 17 and he will be 32 years old in January.

What branch of the service, Mrs. Oswald?

Ile is in the Air Force.

Do you know where he is stationed?

No, I don't.

How old was Lee when he moved to Fort North? :

Lee was five years old, when I moved to Fort Worth.

Ard was he raiscd in Fort Worth?

He was raised like the other boys in Fort Worth,

And went to school there?

Went to school in Fort Worth,

Can you tell us what schools that he attended; which ones?

lie attended thie Lily B. Clayton School on the scuthside of towm as a
aster; then---no, first he attended a school in Benbrooke, Texas,

which is just a mile or two frem the Fort Worth city limits. And then

he attended the school at Lily B. Clayton, I came to Fort Worth. I had

remarried an electrical engineer with Texas Electric Service, and he was

transferred to Fort Forth,

What is his name?

lids name was Ecdwin Eckdahl., lle is now deccased. We lived, ILce and I,

After my husband died I supported the three children. 1 didn't start

from the beginning of the story before. My husband died in 1939 and

that was the war ycars, when the children were little, It was impossible
to get help to take care of the children while I worked; however, 1

mnagd for approximately two years because I wanted my chi 1dren with
‘me, but

it was always a change of help because in New Orleans we had
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Nepro help and the Nesroes were going into the factories because of

war conditions and so veu could hardly get help. Mnd when I worked and
the Negrees were unable to mind the children I was forced to quit my job
and mind my children.

Mrs, Oswald, if you can, now let's go back to living in Fort Worth and
the tire that Lee was in hich school. !Yhere did ho go to high school?
Lee went to Arlinston ileights High School,

And did he graduate there?

No, he did not graduate.

llow far did he go in school?

I belicve it was the 11th year.

I sce. lle went to the 1lth arade?

I think. I con't remember whether it was 11th or 12th,

And what happened then?

Lee, a year before going to school, lived to join the Marines. lle
studicd Rebert's manual that Rehert had breugit heme frem the ‘arines,
and ho was waitins until lie beeame of age to join the Marines.,

liow old was he when he joined?

He was exactly 17 years old. !lis birthday was Octcber 18 and he joired
the Marines on October 13, 1950.

1956, 0¥, and ~hen he was in the Marines did ke make them a  goed soldier?
lle was delighted when he was irmediately sent to Japen when he was just
about 18 years old, and from Califernia he called me telling me that he
was being shipped cut to .Tapan and that he would write me as soon as he
got there. Lee always wrote letters.,

You did hear from him from Japan?

Yes, and all through his stay in scrvice Lee alvays wrote.

I sce. “hen did yeu hear frem him the last time before he decided to go
to Nussia,
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To anster that cuestion I will have to go into a story that will be
necessary to the rest of my information.

Yes, well go right nhe:.xd.
Would you repeat the question, please.

Vhat T was interested in was when .. you heard from Lee the last time
before he went to Russia,

I had had an accident at work and afterwards there was a ccapensation
case. The doctors were X-raying sirus and there were many doctors
because my face was swelling and spastic on one side and they couldn't
find the treuble, they would send me to another doctor. DBecausc the
2(-ra¥s were negative, my medical and compensation was discontinued,
leaving me ill and witheut any inceme, had mederate furniture for
an ordinary poor person, which I sold because of necessity to live.

I also had a telephone installed, when in between my face

could telephone solicit and pick up a few dollars. I had rented a room
and a bath at this time.

Fhen was this?

This was in 1958.

Where was Robert at this tine?

Robert was in Fort Yorth with a young baly., My other son was in Japan with
two children, so naturally, Lee, not having any obligations, would be the
onc to turn to. My soas have just moderate positions. Robert at that
time was delivering milk on a milk route and he was struggling to take

care of his own family,

Now, let nme get this straight. Rcbert had at this time a young baby,
is that right? Lece was not married at all?

That is correct.

Thank you. The other boy had two children and was in Japan in the service'
Taat was John, I did not want to worry my son, and before worrying him

I hadess=saas My children did not have the information that I have,
Pardon me, you will have to excuse me. Brief me on what was being asked.
We were asking you about your son going to Russiz. You had told us that.
he was the only one that wasn't married and had no responsibilities.
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That's right, So I hesitated worrying the Loy, because he was in the
service but T was getting more ill and progressive arthritis had set in,
and T was crippled with pregressive arthritis vhich is due to an
accident and it ceues upon you real fast, As I explained , since I had
sold ny furniture and everything and had no medical and no cenpensation,
I thought now I weould have to ask help of Lee and let him know. I wrote
Lee a letter telling hin of my situation.

lhere was he when you wrote the letter?

ile wvas in Camp Pendleton, California, Immediately I received a Special
Delivery letter from Lec telling me that he had showed my letter to his
commandant and that I would be visited hy the Red Cross and not to
hesitate to tell the Red Cross that he would be my only means of support
and that I am definitely unable to worl: and talke care of myself, Prior
to that, I had reccived a letter frem Lee saving that he was goina to
re-enlist in the Marines. The Red Cross came out, took affidavits,
investigated, which we know, of ceurse, it hins to go thraugh channcls with
a let of red tape, so I would say it was approximniely six or seven weeks
before we had any action frem the Red Cross to send to Lee's commandant.,

In the meantime, I had cnenned an attorney because Texas Cemnensation
lawyers had written ro a letter that they were goig to stop ry compensa-
tion. The attorncy lot me charge my medication because a certain percentage
of my salary would later be given. Not toe long after Les sent the Special
Pelivery, I received a check frem the government from Lee's pay. Not too
long after that, I was informed that Lee would get a "Dire Need" discharge
because of recommendation of the Red Cross.

Would ycu repeat that--is that a "Dire Nead!?

A "Dirc deed" - d-i-r-e need, a hardship discharge. Upon the recommendation
of the Red Cross I wrote Lee and told him that since he had plannad to
re-enlist I didn't think that he should accept the dire need discharge
because I belicved that I was entitled to the alletment that the sovermment
would match aleng with his pay and vhen oy casc came up and I'd be entitled
to this cempensatien, I theught I would be able to manase. I reccived a
letter from Lee saying that he was on his way home becouse they decided
that I nceded his moral support and his help since I was alone, Lee came
home. I had the onc bed and the small kitchen and bath, He arrived late
at night while I was sleeping. In the meantime, the landlady had offered
a cot to be put in the room so my son would have a place to come to,
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Q. Do vou remerber what date this was, zbout when it was?

A. Yecs, this was in 1958, around Scptesher or October, I told Lee that we
needed to talk. le said, "Not now, mother, in the morning we'll talk,"
- In the morning, I said, “Lee don't vorry teo ruch, we will make out all
right., You will get a jc‘}, youa're a veteran. I can babysit or help
ryself a little bit and we can manage until ry percentage of my salary
that was duc me woald be available.” ilis words vere, ",‘-!otl:er, since you
are breke, if I stay here with ro education and rot he aving worked before
(naturally, lic was in the service), the c.11v jos 1 see I could et would
be about a $30 a weck job and thea we would be both the way ycu are now,"

lie said, "I have thr.:u_,lu t.ufa cut therouchly and my mind is made up. I anm

soing to gct 2 job on a ship because they pay big money and I will be
able to send money to help veu." 1 teld him that was a wonderful idea
and I thought that he thousht things cut right, but I theught he should
stay home avhile and let us try to manage belore,

I'e s2id again, "I T stay hers I don't know if I can get a2 job and if I
do it will be minimm wage: No, my nind is made up." So I belicve that
everyone has a right to their ovm life and the way of living it. I
thought of Lee as an adult because fie spent three years in the service,
l'e was just, he was not 20 vears old at the time;'he was going to be 20
years old in October, But, as I say, he was a rr"m.'n man,” He had been in

the Formosa crisis, he had "heen to .Ia'mn and so if that was his decision
I had no right, cven as a mother, to force him to stay home or even try to

force him, So in three days time Lee left.

Approximately a week later I received a letter from Lee from New Orléans,
lm,« me that he had boclied passace en a ship to Furepe, and I wish at’
this time I had the letter because as a ::other, and !mmin‘, the circum=
stances----I had the letter but right new I don't----but as a mother and
knowing the circumstances and the conversation 1 interpreted the lctter
(fanily affair); were the letter made public after his defcction weuld
not be interpreted that way, because the letter said--1 won't be "asle to
give you the exact word--but the lc‘r.ter said, "I have booked passase to
Etn‘upe on a ship zoing to Curcpe. a= sorry, rothe T, to have to tell ycu
this way. I an sure that vou don't mrstm:l“ which my son was telling
‘me I don't understand why he is leaving a sick nother, "I will contact you
as soca as I arrive. ; s

e

35 m: is what he said in the Jetter? - e

A. That is vhat he ssicl in the letter, "Plcasc understand, mther, that my
~values and those of Robert are not the same." Now, because of the
sim..im and because of the boy always help me ard being considerate of
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re, I internret the letter that ke is asking my forniveness for leaving
re again because hie needs to have a betier live than staying in Texas.

" Mne neath later, asproximately - - - My, in the meantire I was baby-
sitting and this lady had a voung bey and T was desparate financially
and still i1l (they still hadn't {ourd nv treuble), so since she wos a
widow and the boy wns alone she offeved me 2 home and paid me $5.00 a
woek, I was very hapny to get it hocmuse oven thoush I was ill, there
vas times when I cculd cecok and mannge when the face didn't spasm and
bother me. So I cooked for her (I den't know her name but I have it)
and got her boy off to school for §5.00 a week which paid my bus fare to
the doctors. I had two doctors and I made a visit cvery other day so
the $5.00 was used for transportaticn.

At this home, I went cut to get the Sunday psper and vhen T picked uwp
the paper the headlinres said, "Fort MYorth ‘ian Defected"; the {irst para-
graph, if I remember, "Loo . Nsuald of Ferth Worth has defected.” 1
said, "0h, my God, that is rmy son." I copnsed myself and read the story.
The story stated that he went to Russia, as we knew it has been publicized,
I can't remember all of that, and it appeevad to be his em decisien,
accordingz to the paser. So, asnin, respecting other poonles privileges
or rights, I said, and later made this public, that if, accexding to the
paper, he had studied Marxisn and that wos the 1ife he wanted since he
vas not hurting anvone and it was 2 politicnl, as far as I knew, I wasn't
too rwch at the time on these thinns, but since it vas his decision and
that vas vhat he wanted I belicved it should have been his privilegs as
an individual to pursuc the thing hie wanted, and I admired my son for the
statcments because of racial discoxtent in the United States and treat-
rent of underdog end so Forth., IF he-felt that way, and the papers
stated that was lis feeling and resson for going inte Russia that he had
the courage net to stay in a United States, that he did rot like and to
lcave because I do not approve of all these politicians and all of these
le saying thinos about the United States, ond yet being 2 part of it,
L oy own way, I think it takes courage to stand up for ycur convictions,
anc so I accepted the fact that that was what hie wented and that ke had
a right to what he wanted to do with his life., Naturzlly, the newspapers
and all the reporters were ceming arcund. The woman told me I weuld hiave
to leave the house. I had ro place to go. I had no money. I called my
son, Robert, and told him that she insist that 1 leave the house, e
said "cll, mother, come over herc.' I have been the t nether since
I had raiscd my children zlore and had strupgled, not only firancially,
but was always tired and had no life of my own., In other words, as socn
as I came home from work, my children wanted their food, so imnediately
I started working again. I sort ¢f lived for the day when my children
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would £ind a good woman and marry ard somebody to tale care of them,
E!cmgo;; was alrmost impossible for me to work and to do justice to
icse .

When did you first hear frem Lee? Did you hear frem him while he was
in lussia?

Kow we will get to the very important part of the story. I had no
contact with Lec at all. Mr. Fonnan (phoenetic) of she F3I, this
was in February, I called Lim because after reading the stories
again, I thought I read that the FOI was investigating the family

- background as in the sor\?i_cel but it was the State Departmcnt that

they had said was investigating his backeround, so I called the
F3I in Tort Yorth apd wanted to knaw, so Mr, Fannan (phoenetic)
is the FBI Agent waom I talked to, : :

What did he tell ycu?

Yr. Famnan (phocnetic) came out to the house, and I had all of these
ncwslaaﬁ:r clippings and everything. Ilie said "Mrs. Oswald, it looks
like the boy wanted to po thewe,"and since I had no contact, he recom=
mended that I get in touch with some scnators and congressmen and
1;:0;:10 who could help me because we had extenuating circumstances
the case by now, lece's mail was ccming to the house and because
I had no contact with him, I was taking charge of Lee's mail. I
received a letter frem the . . o . o Before I say this, T rust say
this, and it is just too bad that I Jdon't have this letter; it was
in Lee's sca bag. Lee wrote before I wrote hinm sheut my accident.
Aud this I have to remermber. Lee wrote me that/ie was thrilled to
death and happy because Albert Ssitzer Collese in Switzerland had
accepted him as a student. I Teceived o 'letter in Lee's mail, but
I had no contact with Lez fronm the Albert Switzer Collese in
Switzerland about Lee's itincrary, and I forpot to tell veu that
Lec had told me that he had put 2 depesit with the Albert Switzer
College and was happy that thoy accepted him, Lee received this
letter {rom the Albert Switzer College hicping that his itincrary
would get him there a little carlier, because the senester or later,
I forcet which, because the somester would be delaved or brought
forward, The .{tinerary stated, now I am not too sure about this;
however, I have this information, that he was going to Finland,
Sweden, Denmark, or mavbe visa verca. I don't know my history, and
then to Switzerland to the Albert Svitzer Coliege. Since I had this
information and it did not agree with the ncwspaper story that he had
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defected, I immediately bepan to think that there was somcthing wrong,
that maybe the shin he'was on, I didn't know, he ceuld have uscd
hypnotism or e could have been hypnotized and breucht to Russia,
There's many ways that a boy en a ship ccald have gotten to Russia,

I do not say andl I do not knew, whether he intended to to to Russia,
but the story abeut wanting to worli ez a ship, of course he knou

no he coulda't go to Albert Switzer College, understand? Becouse
of my needing his help, he was going to work on a ship., I called
Mr. Famnan, (pheenctic) lic came cut to the housae, and vhen I showed
Lin this information, he said "irs. Oswald, things do not leok right,
I rccommend that you get in touch with scicone," keuld you help me
there, pleasc? lle szid Representative 3am Qayburn would he one,
Secrctary ilevder, and by ihe wav, v had wired Secrctary llerder when
we heard of Lee's defection, asking for hielp. iiis brother did, and
we received no answer, not even a courtcous reply, no answer what-
soever, so lir, Tannan (phoenctic) recomended that I write to San
Rayburn, Seccretary illerder, and Congressmon UWright of Fort Worth.

I wrote a lctter to the three men an! rade copies. My reason for
that was before mv merriase, I worked fer sttormeys, and I know that
where anything is impertant, yeu shoeld have something to back it up.
The letter stated the circumstances and I made this clear and under-
lined it. As I sav, I have 2 ccyy of the letter, the same leiter
sent to the three represcniatives., I do not want my son to think
that I am trying to persuade hin to corme home. All I want to know
is that he's safe. If he has defected, that still beinpg his privi-
lege, I made it clear to thesc people that I just wanted to knew
vhere he was and if he was safe. Neither Reprasentative Sam Raybum
or Sccretary llerder, answered my request, but Congressman Wright
immediately sont me a wonderful letter, expressing the seriocusness
of the situation.

Q. Congressman Wright did?

A, Yes, Jim Uriaht. And the extenuating circumstances and that le would
¢o all that would be necessary to try and locate the boy threush his
prestige and the State Department, so we could have some information
and get to the botton of this. I received a letter from Congressma
Wright that he had turned ry letter over to the State Department and
that I would hear from them soon. I received word from the State
Department sometime later that they would do all in their power to
try and locate my son, and that the letter had been forwarded to the
U.S. Embassy in Moscow and that they were going to follow up my
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request. I have a lot of correspendence with the State Departrent.
They have kept me informed progressively; however, they said that

in cach letter they were working on the case, but that they had

no leads whatsoever, and did nct know vhere my son was andd would
contimue to do their best to locate him, I wrote the State Depart-
rent for the date of Lee's passpor:, and vhere it was issued, because
by now I knew that v illness and his dire-need discharse had de-
prived hin of what he originally nlanned and I wanted to see for my
owm satisfaction if indirectly I was the cause of him going to
Russia, and of course, the dates would give me that information.

Did you get the dates?

Yes. Tiac State Department wrote rme the dates and where the passport
was taken out, which was in Czlifornia.

And what were those dates, do ym remembher?

The dates were 2 little orior to his discharge. I have this in-
formation in black and white. Ye can have the correct dates. It was
a little prior to his discharce, showing that he had thought this
thina out hefore coning heme that he was going to board the ship
and not stay and vork in Fort Worth. I saw his passpert.

Go right ahead, 'irs. Oswald.

Ilis passport showed export and irport. Since mv son is now upset
all mﬁcd:_:c is done. (unintelligible conversation).

0.K. nor. Yecu tell me that Lee was thinking of writing a book and
he contacted a public stenographer in Fort Yorth; now this was after
he care back from Russia?

That's right,

And do you feel like that he contacted an editor somewhere?
Yes, I feel like he contacted an editor, I don't have any proof other-
wise, that he had spent these fow dollars we had given him, his brother
and I. He had about $10 or $15. He used that to immediately hire

this public stenographer. That we know, because my daughter-in-law,
Robert's wife, told me of a conversation he had about a story and the
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public stenographer called Robert's home for some additional veri-
fication of the story.

Do you have any idea who this sterographer is?

Mo, 1 have ro iden Liccause it wrs myr daurhter-in-law wio told me abcut

hin talking to a public stcnopr
called and said to r)' da ':r..tcr -3
not to confide in his Zamily,
would vou let mz tnlk to Lee? .\mi tE‘.' is why we knew when she told
me on the side because Lee wasn't tallking or cenfiding anything, and
then later ‘en whien I went to ..:e's heuse when e got a j o and got
a house for his wife and fanily, they weren't hezme.. T was always
curious because of ry prcvmus investications on ry am since I had
mine so much. I looked at this mail int the mailbox and saw just an
ovdinary business envelepe and it was frﬁ a nublishing cempany in
New York, so between the twe, I assumed that fie had sent this story
to a pubhs}'cr. :

her becmuse the public stcnor_mphcr
-1 e ro; knowins that Lee wanted
is t.‘c mublic steno onTap her,

Do vou have any idea vho this publisher was and where he is now?

I have no idea, All I rcrr::."_‘:r is thet it was a New York Mublishing
tlouse, anc I do knov that Lee came to Rebert's house and we Jecided
we were ﬂclnﬂ to sav no cenent becnuse we had such a time witl
rcporters when of the learninz of lim coing to Russia. That Lee
said "Yes, ‘I have the story, if veu will pay me for it."

Do you remerher what time of the ycar this was?

In:md‘-:cly upon his return fros Russia, vhich was of June, 1962,
and ther he had also told me in the letter, which I have. I have
all information that I am saying here in black and white of my
prize story, that he intended tc write a story.

liere of late, we talked to you atout what he did in Fort Worth and
Dallas. !¢ have some undisclosed information that Lee went to
Mexico C:.ty on or about Septerher 26; row, can you tell us what
you know about that?

I do not knew anything zbout Yexico City. I do know in talking to

my daughter-in-lav, who has been very close with me for the last’
three and a half days or four days approximately « « « « o « o o &
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This is Marina, Lee's wife?

Marina, Lee's wife, Marina told me since she and Lee are having a
haxd time, Lee having a hard time keeping a2 job, and he tried and
tried to find work and no can get work. I use her way of talking.
They said they go to Russia where he had job and can take carc of
his family, She didn't want to retumn to Pussia and Lee didn't
want to return to Russia, but because lee can't find work, all the
time he works a little, and no work, he worked a little and no work,
we no can get house, live together, mavbe we go back to Russia,

I know nothing about her and that she wrote in behalf of her husbhand
and herself wanted a visa to 5o back to Russia, She wrote to her
Consulate or the Soviet Consulate, I don't know.

You don't know whether this was Soviet Constlate in the United States
or where do you think it is?

I do not know; however, I can set that information because Marina
told me that she first, with the peraissien of her husband, wrote
to the Consulate, which I am assuming is Scviet, but I can't find
out exactly. And then Lee tried to get a visa,

Do you know where he tried to get a visa?

Marina said Lee tried to get a visa. I am assuning that she meant
also that he wrote. Nothing was cver said about Lee going to
Moscow City for a visa.

Marina ¢id not say that he went anywhere to try to get onc, that he
wrote scmewhere? :

No, thae is my understanding.

Earlier, we were talking to Marina aheut seme Federzl Agency con-

tacting Lee and asking him a lot of things. Con you tell me what
Federal Agency this was that kept contacting Lee, like here recently?

I asked Morina. She did not know the man's name, It sounded like
Thamas or lloward, but he was a short man, full face, black hair; he
cane three times,not too long ago he came -- ahout a week or so
200, and Marina told me that FBI . . . . . ‘hy Marina tells me
these things; I was reading newspaper accounts and I said that Lee
said, as stated in the paper, that FOI Agents had come to the house
tly and the paper stated that this was checked and checked out
ﬂm'mgi:ly in Washington, and that no F3I Agent had ccme to where
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they were living in Irving., Marina says "Ma !a, this not true.”
F3l Apent came to Irving, and I said "Do vou kncy his name?"

No, Howgrd, Thomas, I don't know., I asked *tlarina, what did he
leok 1like?" Stout man, fat face, black hair; she said lee tell
truth, FBI Azent cone to house. lMrs. Paine has name of Agent.

‘Mrs. Paine, "Is the landlady vhere Marina and Lee lived?
» .

Yo, I don't see landlady; !'rs. Paine is assurmod, as far as I
know, a friend befriending Marina and Marina helsed Mrs. Paine
to lcamn Russian, helped with the children and work, and Mirs.
Paine lets MMarina stay there. Lee lived in tewn in a room $8.00
a weel, and comes to sce his family on weekends., Lee is not
residing vhere Marina is because of transportation back and forth
to his job.

Ile's sot his job with the 2ook Caxpany, hasan't he?
Yes, which is in Dallas, and his home is in Irving.
Did you say Mrs. Painc spoke Ffluant Tussian before?

That I do rot know; however, Marina, I thinlk, might know, That I
do not know, The other night after I rushed tosy son's aid here
in Dallas, I had no place to 7o and '%,1-5_._!":1:‘.!*.';/ said that if I would
be willing to sleep on the sofa, I could come ocut to her house,

This was alter Lee was in jail, is that right ?

That is correct. So I had not secn ry daushter-in-lzu; in fact, T
had not krnown even that there was a new baby, so I went to wheve

my Caugnter-in-law was living, which was in Mrs. Paine's house, so
I said we neod to get an attorney for lec, and we have no roney.
But he rust have some rights to have an attorney and I said I didn't
like Marina making a statement without being represented. !rs.
Paine was her interpreter vhen Marina made her staterent and signed
the statement; I said I didn't like that, and that she should have
been represented by an attorney Lefore making any statement. ‘irs.
Paine says "don't worry about anvthing like that." I am a member
of the « « « « « « Now I have tricd to think of the name of the

oreanization that Mrs. Paine told me she was a merder of, and I 5
have not been al\le to remember entirely lecause I was upset and I -,

was surprised that she was a member of an organization because to
me, all of these organizations rean nothing -- The Birch Society

and all; I read about them and I pass them off as nothing. So I
didn"t pay too ruch attention. 2
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Do you have any idea what it night be?

t'ell, she said that doa't worry too. lLee would be represented by
caunsel because she was a merber and that they weould sce that Lee
got a lawver.

You don't know what tvpe of orsonization it was?

Wo, I don't, but I really believe that if I heard the name, I may
know,

Was it the Fair Play for Cuba?

Mo, Cuba wos not rentioned; that I'm sure., Ancrican Civil Rights --
is there such a thing? It was an orgenization that protects
people's rishts. In other words, sic assured me that he would have
a lawver because she was a merber of this orgenization. I dida't
like Hrs. Pzine irmediately upen entering her home, and thenm when
she told me that she was 2 ncober of this organization, then I felt
(unintelligible) but I didn't.

Mrs. Oswald, of ccurse, we don't want to put words in your mouth,
but there are several of these organizaticns; if we do name it and
it sounds like the cne to yeu, then it might help us. Ceould this
be the Comittee for Peaceful Alternations?

No. I don't think so.

In other words, it sounds to ycu like it's semc type of a welfare

orpanization for people who are in trecuble. Mo werc talking sometime

back about lee or ycurself or maybe scme of the family wri

to the Secrctary of the Navy or the State Department in order that

ah':';n dé:!i able dischc:_rge tlmr.l:l-.e Iw& mi::ivad after he went toi .
S ng changed, Caa yea tell re who it was yeu wrote to again

Fe'rc a little bit coafused about that, ' '

Yes. T also have all of this information in ry possession. *mile

lec was in Russia and I had no contact with Lee, anproximately ten
ronths later, in a brawm official cavelope from the Marine De- 3
partment, was a letter addressed to lee. Since I had no contact
ﬂithn;n.r".m I didn't know whether he was alive or dead -= I _
his mail which had been coming to the houra, I didn't feel guilty
about opening his mail becausc I had no way of knowing if he was even
living. It was a letter from the Marine Corps, stating that you are
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dishonorably discharged in the business form that I new csn put
into words; however, I have the letter. I got in touch with the

2
varine Corps ia Fort Yerth, Texas, vhere I was livine, and aslhed
to spealk to semcone who could qive me somo information sheut this
letter T had just received. They rocemmonded me to a castain, and
I think the captain's nare is jetted dovm en this letter. le

advised me since it did not state wiyv he v2s settinr a dishonorable
discharge, that I write St, Lruis, where the Hore 0ifice is, and

if I recall, and I believe that it weuld be jotted down, I wns

given the nare of the persen to centact. lie told me the way to do

it wvas (2) a cucstion vhich I camiet yomerber (B) a cucstion

(c) a questinn -- in other worls, muke it Lusinesslike and ask

these questions (a b ¢). It may have rone a little further, I want
the answers explained that you hove o contact with vour son anil
since hic was a Marine and you wont te know why his nare dishonored,
you, as his mother, would lile te be given the information of this
dishonorable discharge, I received o lott er from St, Leuis, stating
that because of his defaction to Mussia, they have found it nccessary
to give him a dishonorable dischrrge, and if he can, but he has a
right that it weuld go before a Jewrd, and he weuld have the privi-
lege and a right to contest {his dishcnorable discharse. 'ell, now,
I have explained I didn't lnew wlether my son was living or dead,

1 had no contact since my scn could 1ot 2o before a Seard and Jefer
hinself, cculd I have the privilege since I have in ry pessessien

a lot of extcnuating circumstances to the cnse, because if I recalied
the rules and regulatiens that vere presented in this retumrn letter
said that cither you or a representative couid present your case
before the Scard of Lxaminers. I mav not be using the words; however,
I have tiiis in my posscssion. (the oricinal).

Did you go Lefore a Board or 5o to sorcene?

I was willing. I-had no money and tiis has always been my problem,
I'm net crying on anybody's sheulder, but vhen you need to do
something and you dJdon't have the meney, it mokes it difficult, I
would have to 50 to, I don't knaw, Chicago or St, Leuis, wherever
the liome Cffice was, 3But I weuld go, I would sell anything I have --
I have a couple of rings. I have always Leen able to menage as I

an strong willed. I would go before the Board and present my case
to sce if they weuld not do this awful thing of a dishonorable
discharge, because I have grandchildren, my whole fanmily has served
in service, and Lee served the service for three years in the Marines,
and I want his name cledred. 3 :
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I received, as I reczll, z repistercd return answer and I
have this also addresscd to ihir. Lee larvey Uswald and not to
e, wnich would be very unusual since I had already explained
1 Lhad no contact, but maybe that would be tiieir procedurc.

A repistered-return-addressce-only, now can Lee return a

return repistered letter waen Lece is not availavle.

Jhat did you do then?

I went to the Post Office and I ecxplained that my soa (and

it nad been in all the papers and everything) was not iaere and
tnat I would like to sign for tie lectter, ond, as far as I
know, I did because I have the letter, and nothing clse was
said about me represcating Lec. They did not give me the
satisfaction that I asied to represcnt Lee,

Who did you contact? Did you contact someone in Wasningtoa?
tinat did you do tihen?

Well, thea I did nothing. I had worked and talked to people,
wrote to St. Louis anc¢ Chicapo, I forget which, did everything
I knew to do; tihea I fclt I could go no further. I am a
woman, I know how to handle things and help; then, when I

do all I can do I cannot leave my work to pursuc taings
further because financial aad mayve loss of job, so I felt
like they didn't taink tie nmotuer was tiic person to do it

and so, I mean, I just felt like tihat was all I could do. }

¥fell, thnen, when Lee returned from Russia, did he contact
the Navy bLepartment in regerds to tihis discanarge?

iinen Lee returncd from Russia I belicve when I knew definitely,
and tiic State Department hept me informed of every move that
Lee wade, and waen I was told that they were goiag to loan
Lee tac moncy to come hene, and onn such and such 2 date he
would come home, which was mayve five or six weeks after the
letter, I would say, I believe (I'm not sure but I believe)
taat I wrote Lee preparing wim that ae had had a dishonorable
discaarre aud that would it bo wise to rctura aad face these
tiaiaes. So, when Lee returned from hussia I siowed Lee )
these ngers and I distiactly remenber giving Lee the letter
but I had a copy of it and I did not give Lee all of tie
correspondence. I gave Lee tie original letter abeut a
dishonorzble discharge and 1 tiink I have a copy of tac one
that I pave Lea. Lee says, "Don't worry, mother, I will

tzke carc of this because I khave been a good Marine and I
have a good-conduct medal“whica I saw with my owa eycs that
he had a good-conduct medal.
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A, inat I do not kinow because Leo never aad talked to me avout
witat ke was poing to do in tiings of tuat sort. 1 said to
Lee when I first came vack {rom Veraca, wiere 1 was working,
and first saw Lee and his hv<51an wife and everytiing, I
told Lee about that story,". ¢ kiave z story." ile sa ays,
"Miother, you don't write a story, now we're here, Marina's
life would be in daager."

Q. That is his wife?

A. That is his wife. I said, "wee, the story that I can write
rostly pertains to ny CklblluuCLH " "“Just the sanc, Mother,
you caanot write a2 story." o d¢id not Rnew wiat I had. [e
never nad asked waat 1 and, I aave rieationad to ry son,
Roocrt, that I went to lasiiiagten, tnat I nave information.
Robert has never asked wint I aave. Mo one ia tne family
knows tiae taings I have. The children didn't waat to Know.
I bave an orviginal applicatioa freinr Albert Schweitzer
College that Lec had [illed out and tiaat is where e waated
to go and had put a deposit and was accepted by Algert
Sciweitzer College in Switzerland. And Aldert Scaweitzer
Collepe wrote again to Lee zad I aad no contact. I opened
tae letter saying tiaat tacy noped nis itinerary of travel
would allow iim to recacir Switzerland eitiier, maybe, one or
two days prior to ais itinurur), or later, 1 do not reucnver,
but all these things I nave in vlack and white. And, so then
I contacted Albert Scuweitzer College and taey said Lee aad
not arrived therc and it was peculiar that nhe had not arrived
therc since e had paid his deposit. I stress zgain that I
nave all tiis iaformation for proof.

G. Well, can you te¢ll me, did Lee ever to you, or did you ever
hear fron any of tie rest of tue Lfae :ily, twat Lee expressed
his feelings toward the Navy Separtnent or tihe Marine Corps,
what ac felt about having received tais dishonorable dis-
C.."I.I'r,c ?

A« No; otherwise, I told ais remarks "Don't worry about it,
notncr, I w111 sec about it" and took the copy of tae letter,
tle, I know, felt that nhe dién't deserve the dishonorable
discharge. Tierc, again, I an assumiig that there again
because of the circumstances of him getting to Russla. tie
said he had a story. They are, ah, I do not know, but there
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is sonctang wrong about nim veing in Russia. All indica-
tions of ry knowledge and preof, and thesc zlso to me, and
Lee wanting to write the story points to that maybe there
was somcthing not right, how Lhe got to hussia, I do not
know. I do not know, but indications point a little that
way.

This is getting bLack closer to the present time--do you
know this man, Jack Rubenstein?

No, I do not know tue man, Jack Rubenstein.
You never heard Lee mention iiim onc way or the other?

No, Lce don't ever talk. Lee doesn't talk..

"1 see. Then vou say that aec doesn't talk and you don't &know

wietiner he belonged to any organizations or had any {riends
that were in tie same organizations or friends of Jack
Kuobenstein? .

No, I know nothinp of Lec's activities because Lee doesn't

confide, because Lee weuld think, aad ne made tue statement
public when iic went to iAvw Crleams aud wrote tihe letter,

"I do not expect you to uaderstand, motiier."™ lle feels like
I am an old woman, a motier, that doesn't Kknow avout these

important developments of tie world that was going on.

Can you tcll ne, do you aave any ddea waat his feeling or
opinion was of Mr. Joan CLonunally’, tue Governor of Texas, who
was tne former Sccretary of tue havy?

No, tihere again I nave no idea because Lee does not cxpress
anyti:ing to me. Lee gave the inmpression that "my nmother--
housckeeper and mother, you wouldn't understand thesc deep
things." I say deep because Lec is a deeop tainker. Lee
reads books, lListory books and anytaing pertaining to
things tiiat would require cvaluation of going into dezp
thought about things, and he won't think tnat I would take
the time to votiaer about affairs of that sort.

Now, tnis next that I am going to ask you =-- we have talked
about it, you and I have at certain times the last few days
-- I want you to understand that I don't want you to think

I am trying to put anything in your mouth. I want you to give

Al

738

me waat you think,.

I understand.
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All rigiit. Uo you think that Lee had any rcascu, or do you
think that he would have wanted to shoot dr. Connally, the
Governor?

1 Jo not think that Lee would shoot dr. Connally, if you are
implying vecause of this dishonorable discharge or some

grief ne nad to sdr. Connally, because Lee is a very intelli-
geat and smart ooy, an\lodﬁuﬂblu, rnot as far as education but
e is sclf-coucated fromn rcanxng and being in the political
world, wihicn I would think tnat ae would ve in the political
of things--politics. So, I taink Lec would go to a higuer-up
if necd bLe. Instecad of Lee going to any drastic step, Lee
would know other pcople besides iir., Connally because wiiea he
knew he could return back to the United States, soma of nis
letters told me who to contact to get help., They vere the
rignt pcople. lic always, ie would “kaow. I don't tbinn that
Lee would be foolish cnougi to do anything drastic for aay
particular reason because I believe that Lee would be

capable of hardling any situatiou. I say taat because he

has contacted important peopla.

Well, again let me asxk you--you nay Just be repeating your-
sclf--but in regard to Fresideat JOln Rennedy, do you taink
that he nmipght aave any strange feeliag enough to want to
shoot MMr. Kennedy.

Again I say, Lee never nas talked to me and again I say I
tuink Lee was too intellipont ualess hie was insane, waich
everybody doesn't seenm to tiaink znd I, perscnally,eitaer.

Lee studics toesce tnings and feels the werld situation wiaica
was proveil by nis statements waen iie weat to Russia. So,

I understand now he feels 1wﬂut tagzse tnings. Agaid, I say,
Lee loves Lis wife and cihiildren. iie was a good father to tie
wife and children. YHe always tri»d to find work when tney
let nin off of a job because of ais dc;cctzon and because he
was married to a kussian girl. And I know that he arpllcd for
jobs and becausc his wife was not a citizen hLe didn't get

tt‘

I know, because the month thut he stayed with me in Fort
Worth and I aad the car and I took Lee to apply for work.
Lvery day we went looking for work and Lee would say “iMother,
they didn't give me the job.'" and I szid, "Well wny%“ "They
told e because my wife was not an Aucrican cit{zcn" and tnat
I know because I took my boy.
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Jo you think that Lee felt pretty stronply about this fact
ti:at people would turn him down o jobs because he was
married to a Russian? . .
Yes, but I don't tnink it would Lotner Lee cnough to want

to hurt the President or auybodly else; and let's say, let's
go. back, that Lee has ashed for a visa to Russia, waich his
wife has explained that neithier sae nor Lee wanted to go

back to Russia, but they Lnew tiat Lee could work there all the
tine, wherc acrec hic wasn't able to work to support his wife

‘and children. So then, wiy should he want to uarm his wife

and ciildren. No, I do not believe tiat Lee would go to the
extent of putting himselfl and wife in a position of anything
so terrivle as to kill, becausc ae does not show that type
man toward wife and children and notner.

Do you think that Lec might have been influcenced by someone
else in this extent, someenc titat mignt have convinced kinm
that it might solve nis proolem for nin?

I do not think 50, agaln pecause of what I know of my boy.
ile is strong minded aand from ali statencnts from Russia
wien he defected and ever y»hirn--.hu papers aund all, even
now papers--ic nad a nlna of ais own and I believe Lee was
brougit up and would know better taan to jeopardize ais
wife and himself; doing anything drastic would naturzally
jeopardize his wife--ninmsclf and his wife. IHec is smart
enough to Know that ke caa't do anytning like that wrong
and get by wita it. lc wouldu't do anytiing like tiat
because he knows. That I kaow.

In thesc past two or thrce days we talked azbout this rifle
that Lec hnd in tne garage over at the Paine residence and

in Irving. 'Now, you have cxpressed your opinion that somcone
else might Lave got ahold of tais rifle through Lec. Now,
would you go into that a little bit, what you “feel like did
happen or could have happencd?

Of course, this is just speculation, when Harina told ne
yes, Lec nad a rifle. Lee liked to hunt, he always like to
nunt, and the statement was made in the papor waen le
defected. And hec had a rifle a long time. And that FBI
nan ashed when she was picked up about the rifle and shc
told tie F2I man, "Yes, Lee has a rifle." They snowed her
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a big rifle. Sie says no sac don't think taat is tiic saumec
rifle that Lee had. GShe says I tolu tiic T5I man because

Lee has rifle, sine says, but shc dida'"t think it was the same
rifle that the F3I nan sihowed ier. So, since tuey did aot
have a hone of their own and they lived in this house, and
Hdarina told me that Lee kept tae rifle in the garage, anyone
could aave access to the rifle, so oven tacugh it would pe
Lee's rifle, to me doesn't necessarily mean that Lee used

it since it was just in tic garage.

Did you personally ever sce Lec's rifle?

Ho.

You never did?

ho, I have not seen ny son since Septcember of last year.
In . 1902, is that right?

Tuat is correct and tae montia thuL ne st.}ed witi: me I never
nad seen the rifle. e just had clotues and radios,

Well, in concluding tihis conversatica that we are haviag, is
ticre anything tihat you want to claborate oa rxgau hiere
recently about any Federal agencics that contacted you or

Lec or Karina, or anything elsc taat migat help us in putting
together this story of Lee?

Tne last few days, you arc speaking of?

Yes, Or anytiing else that you taink might be important for
us in aelping us in this casc.

Yes. Tue night that I weat to drs. Paine's home after I was
tilere about ten minutes--==---

This was after Lec was arrested?

After Lec was arrested.

Yes. Go ahead.

‘liecre was a xnock on tﬁc door. iir. Paine was tlicre. At the

tine I assumed they were a happily married family. There is
two cnildren, Mr. and Mrs. Paine. I do not know these people.
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I walked out of the courthousc or jail, wierever I was

where tiley had questioned darina, and came with this lady and
dorina to her home. I tuought it was nice of her to ask ne
to stay with tihom that nirkt, Thero was a kneck on the door.
Suc irmediately let two nen in. I found it strange that she
let two men in because of toae situation because I would want
to know if they were straagers, wiazt is it you want, but they
were inot asked what they want.

She said “Cone rigit in; I hope you have brought somc good
color film with you" -‘and thesc two men werce fronm Life
Magazine., I was sitting on the sofa by my daugater-in-law.
The men didn't ask wio I was and I was not introduced to
them so, again, I an assuming that tiey knew wic Marina was.
Mrs. Painec sat on the {loor and Life magazine, tiiec men from
Los Angeles, whichi I found afterwards, was continually
rolling film. J was beconing indignant bLecause I dida't
tuink it was the rigat thing to do. The other man=--I do
not know the namecs, tiiat is how this happened so fast; in
fact, I wasn't introduccd--said to irs. Paine, "Wdow if you
will start with your story."

Mrs. Paine said, "iWell, f will tell you what I know." 1
taink he asked ner how did she nect siarina and me. She said
at a party, He said, "wid Lee live here?" Siie says, "Yes,
ne lives with ais wife but lic docs not live lhere." And the
Lifo magazine man (I wisii I Knew his name, I don't) said,
“Are they separated?" "“Un", siec says, "no, they are wonderful
fanily, BSecouse of circumstances, liarina stays nerc with ne,
1 give her and tic caildren a place to stay, and Lee works in
vallas so Leec rents a room in wallas for 58.00 a week and
comcs to sce his wifc every weckend." "iell, when nc comes
to see his wife on weeckenas, do they get alonas? (hat do they
do?" She said, "Like ordinary couples tiney sit and watch
football, bascopall, and taings on television. They don't

go any place, they nave no money, no transportation; they
stay home. They love the family."

I pot up from the sofa. I sazid, "I do not like tiiis, I an
awfully sorry, ars. Paine. I realize I am in your home but
this is ny daughter and this is my son that we arc talking
about and I do not Jdike you giving tais personal’storics
out." Lverybody rémained quiet so I sat down. Immediately
tie Life magazine“man questioaed iirs. Paine, ignored we.

I got™Up 2dgain. I said, "Now, I just said I do noct like
this. I have gone through publicity before when Lee
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supposedly defected, and things came out in the paper were
not things that we said. I would say one werd and tiae
paper would make a story out of it and I do not want any
puolicity." Again, everytning was silent, a2 pacifier to the
rother. Well he Knoew I was the nmother then because I said,
"I an the mothier of tiais boy." DBut the Paines had never
introduced me as tie mother of the boy. She took the
initiative of talking to Lifec magazine, so he says, "Do you
know how Le¢ got lLome from Rissia; uow did he have money to
get nin horme [rom Russia?" She said, "Well, he saved liis
umonrey to get him from Kussia."

I got up. I said, "uirs. Paine, I am getting tired of

tals. That is an iuncorrect statement because I happen to
Xnow now Lec got home from Russia and I do not appreciate
you taking tie initiative and making tuese statcrents."

“iie want fact." And I said, "Ancther tiiing, I .,am ponniless.
My daughter-in-law here s witnhout a ahusband, and childrean.
If we arc going to give a story and all of this information,
I feel like I want to get gaid for the story." Life magazine
szid, "Do you aave a story? I will contact my office rigat
now and get authorization to pay you for tlhe story." I
said, "You do taat. 'We mecd the noncy. This oy will need
a lawyer and I a2 witaout weork and wiio will hire me and I
want to get paid if we are going ¢~ mive this information.”
The danage had Lecn alrcady done wita the information belg
givea, so I insisted tien upon paynecat.

lic weat into the Kitciien aud telcphoned, I assume, Lis office
and came vack and said, “irs. Oswald, taey said tiat taey
will not authorize me toc pay you for a story; however, taey
will give us cxpenses for you. ‘e can put you up in a nozel
and we will take carc of your expenscs waile you are aerc.™

I said, "No, I thiak that Life nagaziue can afford to pay

for this story. I think it will be news." He said, "iell,
they didn't authorize me to pay for it, and I said,"well
then, let's don't talk. Let's keep quiet." I was then

ignored and questions dirccted to iMrs. Paine. She immediately

answered and by that time I was indignant and confused. I
cannot remember tie question. Anotuer question was thrown
to her. I got up again. I said, "I nave had cnough of

this", that '"this is incorrecct information, Mrs. Paine. I

do not have the rigut to tell vou aot to talk to Life magazine

of what you know but wien you talk to Life magazine about
'l assume this was the case* and not facts, I am going to
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stop you because I happen to know this is not the casec."

So, they went into the kitchen. I tried to be mnear as
possible but bocausce I didn't speak RKussian and Mrs. Paine
did, Mariuaa talked to Nrs. Painc in Russian. I became very
nervous because I didn't know what was going or. I said to
hrs. Paine, "Tell my daugnter taat I do not like this infor-
matioca uel': given in pudlic abeout Lee and her. Ask her
what she would like to do." urs. Paiue spoke in Russian.
iy daughter-in-law said, "dama, I will do witat you want ne
to do." I said, “iarina then no talk.,"” I put my fingers
to the mouth, "ho talk, nothing." T said "If we give stories,
Mara like moeuney." I am now speaking the way I speak to nmy
daugnter-in-law anc siic uaderstands me, '"Because we noed
mwoney. You have no husband. I, liama, may not be able - -to
work. If we give story we get paid., Xo, no talk no nore,
darina."™ "Yes, Mana, whatever you want narina de." So

I say apain to pacify for few minutes quict, liowever, taey
followed.iMrsi: Paine into tiic kitchen and by this tine I was
becoming more imndignant. If I'd iiad any money at all=--I
had 30¢ with me--1 would lave takes nmy daugater-in-law
izmmediately out of the iiouse because oy now I had sensed
that things were not the way 1 likcad them to bo.

vuring tite nigiht I thougriit sericusly cbout this so I decided
I would accept Lifc magaziac's offer for hotel room and

food wnile ny stay in Dallas, &o wien they came at 8 o'clock
in the norning, they had a Hussian interpreter witii thenm,

I told them tiat we could g0 to a Lotel where I would be in
ciarge of giving the story imstead of wrs. Paine. Taey took
us to the Adolphns Hotel, my daucater-in-law and two caildren
to tnc Adolphus ilotel.

That is in Dallas?

Tiat is in Dallas. I 1rﬁed1ately called the police station
and talked to Captain Fritz and tricé to get perumission to
seo my som, lic 1nncdihtely granted that and szid that about
12 o'clock would be fine. Tiue Lussian interpreter kept
talking to xarina and I asked her please to tell ne wien

sne would talk to Marima and trnnslate it to me in Cnglisa because
1 had a rigiht to know waat siie was saying to my daugutar-:n-lnw.

She never did cooperate that-way and she would then whisper
to Life magazine. I was being left out of the picture.

-
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sr, Odaan, an F2l apent, appearcd at tne Adolphus liotel

and wauted to taie Mariina to acadquarters to se questioned.
I said, "sr. Cdnaw, ny dauvgater-in-law is not going wita
you to scadquarters. ‘e need couasel." And the iussian
interpreter was going to gc¢ alous with sr. udhan, tae FoI
areni, to his headyuarters to guestion .lariuz, but I would
ot we allowed to go. I said, "darvina will ot go unless

I an prescnt and unless I Lpow what sarina is saying in
fussiau." ue said, "I an nct tzlxing to you." Low, &T.
Gdéiran was very rude, being a representative of the FLI.

lle said, “Let your daugater-in-law iake up her own nind."

1 said, "uy daughter-in-law is not gualified to wmake up her
own mind." "because she dJdoes uot understand our ways and
siue is entitled to representation, I am going to protect
ner." To the Russian interpreter, "Vou tell Mrs. JUswald
toat if sie wants to go, 2sk ner 1f sac is willing to go.
Mot wuat her motiier-in-iaw tells ker to do." I said to

Mr. Gdaam, "ly daugihter-in-law is not leaving here, waether
she says siie wants to go or not."

So that was debated twe or turve 'differeat tines and tacn
finally Marina talked long ia .ussiu and tae iaterproter
said, "irs. Uswald said taat sne Las no more to sy, tiaat
sue ias alrecady oveen to tae peilice station aid told tiom
waat sae knows and sie is tived; sae uas ovaby, shie aurse
baby, she caa tell Linm no more and suc will do .wiat Le2's
Manra tell aser and Lee's iana szy sec a lawyer. 3Sac say sae
no more nad nothiag to say s.ae tolu police alrcady."

#ir. Gdiaarm aad Kussian interprecor sad Life magazine talk.
I taoan to Marina znd kept telliang smer, with my fingers, not
to talk, aot to tall to lussian iuterpreter, not tie luvw,
shic has protection, so sarina understaads, Hr. Odinam was
still therc wien Kobert eitered tuc roon.

e
-
4
c

Q. That is your scm, rigat?

A. My son, kobert. So lir. Odaam said ae wanted harina to go
down to tue PFil iieadquarters because he wanted to guestion
Marina, so 1 said, "kecbert, they been here for avcut fiftcen
minutes and they are trying to pusa me aside and I woun't
let larina go."™ "All rigut, all right, #other," he said,
"ur. Odiiam, we have sowne rigits and my sister-in-law is net
going witu yocu. ¢ arc going to try to get counscl in tiais
case. Sae is williang to cooperate, we ase willing to
cooperate witih you any way aad all, but at this time my
sister-in-law is not going to bc questioned. I understand
taat she was questionad yesterday without representation and
I do not like it a2t a2ll." So ir. udham szid, "That is all
rignt, Mr. Oswald, we just thought-----", and he left.
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Upon the next dJday, we weial to court nouse----tae sane day
we went to court aousc and we saw Lee. Life magazine did
aot, and insist tuat we <o not take children and lcave the
cnildren none with Hussinn iaterpreter. &y dauachter-in-law
say, "No, no, we take bablecs"™ and 1 said "iWe take babies,
too, I want tiem to go." Life magazine said "Tacy are going
to pusu you arcuad." I said, "Taat is all rignt, we will
face it. hkea are considerate of women witlh pavies. I want,
since they werc taking pictures of thaem, to sec taat Lee

nas a family." "jut, lirs. Uswald, we want you to leave

tae children at home. Ve doa't think it is good for the
story for you to have tiac caildren." I saic¢, "but I think
it is good znd we are taxking the children with us", and
Marina says, "Yos, my caildrea go wiere I go."

So we left and we went to tie court iiouse aad staycd there

aand was able to talk to my son. Ujoun returning to the
Adolphus liotel, which we were escorted by tie policemen,
woaderful protection sc no reporters could get to us--tae
police went way out of tacir way to sce that we were not
followecd. Ve got to tuc Adolpaus iotcl and no one auswerecd
tne door to wiere Life magaziue, wicre we nad our clotiies

and suitcases and bvaby diajers--nc oac was tacrc. So the
two policemen or detectives witn us was conceraed aad I
didn't even knew if I Lad tue rigit door number. Understand,
I was confuscd. So thecan, from around tiie corner cane tihe d
Life magazine man and I said, "Taat is him, Tacy asked--and
1, foolisaly, aad never asked-=-they asied to sec his creden-
tials, and ae was o Life magazine representative, but I now
realize tiiat I could nave becn i1 anyuody's nands.

So wc catered tue room and tuc dotectives left us with tae
nau after tiey assured taat lie was Life magazine represcns
tative. 7Tuc Life magazine represcentative asked, "waat are
you going tc do now?" And 1 said, "Nell, I understood taat
you were going to put re up in the lioctel for two or three
days so I can be acar my sou, for piving you tie story."

iic sarcastically remarhed, "You iavea't given me anything
but tne facts that are alrcady xnown", and I said, "™ilell,
could we stay here toaigat?" Tiis was late in the afterncoa;
I did act know where my son, iobert, was. So then a red-
headed wan, witn no coat, that I fecl was from Life magazine
--taey had aa office on tie 1lth floor, we werc on tac ¥th
floor--came into tac bedroorm. WNe nad Lvo bedrooms and when
I walked in tais rcdiheaded mai was talking to this Life
representative. Then ke left. Taen the Life represeatative
said, "drs. Oswald, here is sonec money." I didn't even look
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at tiae amount. "Mie are goiag to move you because reporters
arc on our trzil and we are soing to take you out, away
from the acart of tuc city." I fecllowed suit and started
picxing up clotaes. I didn't ask arain waetuer I an doing
rieat or aaytaing. Tee Life represcatative {rom Leos Jngcles
teoon us downstairs and put us inx tie taxicab, ToORK us out

to tic Lxecutive Inn, out c¢f town, said ine would pay for
lodnings for two or three nizais and thut we nad moucy for
taxicab in case we couldin't locate thnen waen we necded tiem,
to nct to town in case tacy needed Harina or I at tuc police
station. I had put tihe oill in oy unifor: pocset, just
loosely, so after he----1 pot it out and it was a 350 pill.
I Jid not iear any nore £ro:. these Life nagazine represcn-
tatives.

Saturday, avout 6:30, & knock on tuc door and I noved the
curtain and it was .r. Cdhan from the FBEI. I uad on rove
and pajamas. lie said, "U., you are rcady for wed." and I
said; "We are avfully tirel. wnarian is taking a vat. and
we are trying to oc¢ just quict and nice.™ lie sald, '".rs.
Oswald, I'd like to talx to your vaugater-in-law." I sa
“ur. Gdhaw, I have explained to you wvefore taat iy dausn
in-law is not talking to anyene wit.out legal represcntu
and at tuis time we navea't Leen asle to sccure any." In
the cup of nis hand was a photoprapn taat was cut and was

a man's picture. ilc said, ".rs. Cswald, have you ever scen
this man before?" I said, "he, sir--no sir, believe ne, I
have never seen tiis man uvefcre. Hie said, "Can we siow tiis
picturc to Marina?" I said, '"ir. Gdaam, pleasc, we have
been under a terrible strain; tihc girl aurses tue bavy; not
tonight." Aad a2z went away.

id,
ter-
t

Al
ion

Tae next---Sunday?---sdonday norning wien I picked up pajer
I inmmediately said to secret agent and people protecting me,
"inis is the man that the FiI ageat came and asked me if [
kacw, tie man that Xilled my son, I recognize his picture.”

What was nis name?

I did not know his name until I read in the paper.

Wiat was it in the paper, then?

kuby Rubenstein, I was at tiis time very upset because I
recognized the man that tie FaI, and I right away say, "Since
they nave his picture the night before, why then was e so

close to shoot my scn." So I didn't pay too much attention
at tie time of the name in the paper.
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This was conclusion of an interview Letween Special Agent J. .
Lioward aund drs. Cdnan, tne mother of Leoe iiarvey Gdham. Not
Udiam--correction--taat is, Uswald. Lee !larvey Oswald. This
interview toox place at tae Inn of tiie Six Flags in Arlington,
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Tl ASSASSINATION GF PRESIDENT MENNEDY
DALLAS, TEXAS

rd

Lez Harvey
¢ Oswald, brother of/anwvey-Leo
crviewer is Special Agent ‘
Texas. This Tecording is being

Rale
= s
{

Tape recording of interview with T
Gswald. Recorded on Novemuer 25, 1503,
J. M, lioward, U. S, Secret Service, Dulias,
made at Six Flags Inn Motel, Arlington, Texas

This is an intervicw with Rebert Lee Cswald, brother of Lee larvey Cswald,
accusscd zssassinator of President Xennedy.

Q. that is ycur full name? /’
A, Robert Edward Lee Cswald, Jr.

Q. And vhen is your birthday, hcbert?
A. Aoril 7, 1934.

.f. -
Q. And wherc is your home residence at this time?
7
A. At Denton, Texas, 1009 Sierra Drive.
Q. What is your occupation?

A. I #2 a sales coordinator with the Acme Bread Company and I an with the
Jenton Plant.

Q. I sce. Do you know what your brother has been accused of?
A, Yes.

Q. Vhat is your true opinion, your own personal opinion of what has
happened?

A. To begin with I can't describe it in my own feclings, I will say this,
as far as the policeman's decath in Dallas is concerned, I have no doubt
in my mind; as far as the death of President Kennedy' I have retained or
attcmpted to retzin a slight deubt in my mind even though apparently
by the information that I have gathered through the press and talking
gi‘tih varicus persons that the evidence is overwhelming that perhaps he

Q. Referring to the shooting of the policeman are you rcferring to Officer
Tippit of Dallas?

A. I believe that that is is name, yes.
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Q.
a.

A,
Q.

Q.
A,

Q.

A.

- P

Robert, where were you when you first learred that your brother had
gone to Russia?

I was in Fort Worth, Texas.

I see, and what was your thought at the time?

I can't really rccall my thinking at the time other than I was shocked,
At first, I cculdn't belicve it at all and after various broadcasts,
etc., it becare cvident that it was so., Then it was periiaps three or
four hours and, if I recall the date correctly, it was lialloween,
Octcber 31, 1959.

I understand that Lee was born after your father died. Is that right?
That is correct.

liow old were ycu at the time of your father's death?

I was five ycars old., Yy father died in August 1939, Lee was born in
October 1939. :

Where were ycu and your mother living at the time?
At New Orleans, Louisiana.

Ceuld you tell me anything about Lee's background, his chilchowd, some-
thing about him that might help us to understand why that he might
t such an act.

I have scarchied iy own mind for the samc answers in reference to this,
1 did also at the tire that we was notified that he went to Russia,
even to the extent of the rcasons why there. I might mention that
during the first month or month and a half that he was in Russia we did

soreoprespond through the mails and I did ask hin the reasons why. The

Q.

A.

only answers that I can remcmber are more or less what the papers have
reprinted in relation to the underdoz, Negroes, etc.

wWhen you learned that Robert was wanting to return to the United States

with-- on pe, Lee was wanting to return to the United States with

Iéis wife whom he married in Russia, what did you do, what was your
eeling?

It had been, as I mentioned, the first month and a half that he was in

Russia, Moscow, at that period I did receive a letter from Lee, stating
that he would no longer contact me or any mcsizer of the family and
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that he was severing all family centacts and we would not hear frem hin
further; that he was starting his life in Russia and that is the way he
wanted it. I belicve that was the last of Novenlier or the first part
of Decerber 1959. I did not hear from him apain until ecither March or
April of 1961. In his first letter he advised me that he did marry
Marina, Russian girl, and that they were attespting to come to the
United States. My feelings at that time was highly pleased that
apparcntly he had changed his mind, he had scen the error of his ways,
and that he did want to return and did want to bring his wife with hinm.

Was your mother ill at the time?
At the time that he was coming back frem Russia?

Yes. In other words, did that have anything to do with him wanting to
return? .

Not to my knowledge; I do not belicve she was at the time.

And what did vou do in order to assist Lee in coming back to the United
States?

Well we did have a fairly regular or regilar correspondence back and
forth, I believe it was.taking cither ten days or two weeks for the
interchange of letters, and he kept me posted on what progress he was
makinz. I did not atterpt to contact. the State Department or anybody

.else. At the time.I understood that my mother was doing that. I was,

from time to time, contacted by an FBI agent, Mr. Fain (phonetic).
F-A-I-N, Fain?
I believe that is correct.

In regard to his contact with yeu, what were these contacts, what did he
want to know?

Most of the time and I believe with the exception of perh once it was
all over the telephone and, therc again, with exception of once, I
believe hie did contact me one time at my office in Fort Worth--the

rest of the time was at my residence in Fort Worth--and the line of
auestioning was what had I heard from Lee and what progress and what
was his plans as far as I coculd find out,

It is our understanding that you contacted somcone in New York upon

lee and his wife's arrival in the United States in order to send him
money to come home, Is this true?
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A,
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That is correct, and I stated Loe did keep me posted on the progress
he was makinz, I belicve it was about a month or scmething caual to
that lenath of time nrior to his departurc that he indicated to me
that cverything was scttled, that they weuld be going to Moscow to
pick up the necessary passports and Kapers, wvhatever it was, that I
would not hear from him again until he did reach the United States.

Who did you send the money to in New York?

I camnot recall the exact name of the oreanization [,."(I do helieve it
was City of New York or New York City lielfare Center or scmething
sinilar to that. e T e T e

- And they in tumn got the money to yeur brother?

Right. I was instructed to send it to them, to Lee Harvey's name in
care of them, and they would give the rmoney to him, which they did.

Did he come to Fort Worth frem New York then?

They flew by jet into Dallas Love Field at vhich time my wife and myself
picked them up and took them to our house in Fort lorth, :

Md he lived at ycur house with you and your family and he and his
fanily for how long?

pproximately two ronths.

During this time, did you notice any chanse in him as you remembered him
before he went to Russia?

No, sir, I did rot. He appeared to me at that time to be the boy I have
alvays known. I do not recall at any time that we discussed any poli-
tical viows, I will mention that he did ask me about whether or not I
had known or had knowledge that he did reccive a dishonerahle discharce
fron the U.S. Marire Corp. I said I had read that in the paper, and he
indicated then that he was going to have that changed if he could, and
I certainly agree with that that it was advisable because it was my
understanding that the reason that he did receive this dishonorable dis-
charge was that after he went to Russia on that basis denouncing his
citizenship to the United States that that was the reason for the dis-
honorable discharge. "
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Do vou know who he contacted in repgards to having his dishonorable
discharee chanped?

The only one I know that he mentioned directly teo me was .John Connally.

Was he Secrotary of the Navy at that time?

I do not believe he was, hecause he ecither told me or I actually read
the answer that he had ferwarded to the Secretary of the Navy as he
was no lenger in that office, and that they would handle it From there,

In other words, at the time that Lec wrote to Mr. Connally, he thought
that he was Sccretary of the Navy, but he actually wasn't; he had
already lcft the office; is that right?

I'a remembering a little bit more now in relation to that, T Ahelieve
that hie had written the Secretary of the linvy, John Cornally? and if
mv memory serves me right, he was in office wher e did wri e the
Secretary of the Navy, Jehn Connally; hewever, in between the times
the corrcvaondcnce were answercd t!-nt ke had relinquished that office
to run for Governor for the State of Texas,

And then the letter from ‘fr, Connally advised him that his request
had been forwarded to the State Department. Is that right?

Or to the Office of the Secretary of the Navy, I do not know whether
it was the State Department or to the then Secretary of the Navy, 'r.
Korth.,

What was lee's reaction to the answer that he got from Mr, Connally?
1 don't recall anv significance or I just really don't remember his
reaction to that, [le either told me or I read the letter that he
did receive, I cannot recall which,

Did he receive anv other news from 'Washington in regards to taking this
dishonorable discharge that you know of?

Not to my knowledge, he did not,
Did he write to anyone else that vou know of?
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A. This is by hearsay at that time and since the time of the President's
death, John Kennedy, that he did write or apparently wrote Jim l.'right
a Congrcssmn from Fort Worth,

Q. But you don's knaw of him ever writing to President Kcrmady?

A. No, sir, I know of no letter he cver wrotc to the President of the
United States,

Q. Did you know whether or not Lee had a rifle?

A. At that time?

Q. Yes.

A. To my knowledge, he did literally carry in ever\rthm,, he omed at that
time off the plane. No, I retract that. They did have some express
that came frm New York. It was all at the house, I fecl certain that
I saw every piece of it. There was no rifle at that time, no weapon
of any kind. :

Q. That's during the time that .e was living with you in Fort Worth?

A, That's coryect, g

Q. After he left your home, where did he go to live?

A. lle lived at for a permd of approximately a month with my mother in
Fort Worth.

Q. Did you still have pretty good contacts and relations with him?

A, Yes, I certainly did,

Q. Way did he move from ycur home? :

A, I do not recall any specific reasen, other than I krmngnoﬂwr.dtht
him and his wife to stay with them scme, and that would be the only
reason that I can think of., s

Q. And he then moved from your mother's home. Where di.d he move to?
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Q.
A.

Q.

A.

Qo
A,

= Jim

They rented a duplex across the street frem Montscmery Ward in Fort Worth,

and 1 can't recall how long they were there; it wasn't very long.
there did he work during the time that he was in Fort Worth?

I do not know the name of the firm. I was there once; it was a small
business that I could gather, leocated in a larac warchouse off the
white settlement street (phonetic) in Fort Yorth. The business was a
of metal work. I belicve their main product was the metal vene-
lating that gocs on top of residences. f

Is that the only place that he worked that you know of in Fort Worth?
Yes.
And hov long, overall, did he stay in Fort Yorth, before moving?

They arrived there in .June of 1962, and the best I can rcmember that he
left Fort Worth prior to Thanksgiving and I would estimate it to be
the very latter part of Octcber or the early part of November.

OF 19627
Yes, of 1962.

During the time he was in Fort 'Jorth, do ycu lnow whether or not he was
contacted or visited by any Federal Anency -- any law-enforcement
agency connected with the Federal Goverrnent?

Yes, I can recall only one time that thev asked him, and I believe I
took the original call zt my residence frem the FBI Burcau in Fort
Worth, and I do not recall, hut I believe it was !fr, Fain asking whether
or not it was possible for him to speak to lee which Lee to do so
lle to hin on the phone and they did set up an interview, I believe
at office in Fort Worth,

You were not present, then, when tiie interview took place?

No, I was not. I recall that after I returned from work, I believe that
interview was the next day and after I returned fmwarﬁthemtday,
I asked Lee ahout it, and he said it was just more or less the same old
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A,
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I nicht say that frem the tire that he did move frem Fort Worth to
dallas and up until this Friday I received either just three or four
letters from him that were scattercd over a period of that time, very
infrequent.

Did he cver mention to ycu that he was distressed or upset about
anythina that had happened to hinm to the point where he misht becane
violent?

No, sir, he did not, And I restate my feclings at the time that he
returned to the United States in the year, 1952, to me he was the boy
that I had always knawm, older, but still the sasme as far as I am

‘concerned,

1 see. You didn't knov that he had moved to New Orleans for a short
period of time, is that right?

Since his return from Russia?
Yes.
No sir, I was not aware of that,

/
I'see. Do you Yncw this man, ''r. T‘ninc': that was the landlord where

‘Lee's wife, Marina, was living?

I met Mr. Paine previously at the Dallas Police Station Friday night,
the night of the death of the President.

That was Noverber 22, 19637

November 22, 1963. I rmot him at the Dallas Police Station, at which
time he and his wife, Mrs. Paing4 vore takine Lee's wife, Marina, and
ny mother, and their two small ciildren to their heme.

Did ycu have a discussion with hin at the time?

No, sir, I did rot. I really didn't know vho he was until they started

to leave and then I was advised that that was where Marina had been

. staying, at the Paines' residerce.

You didn't know Mr. Paine any prior to this time?
No, sir.

Do you lmow Jack Rubenstein?

No, sir, I do not.
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Did Lec or did Lee's wife, or your mother say anhthing to you since the
time that Lec Tcturned to the United States from Russia chout the F3I
or any cther Federal Agency contacting him in Dallas, or in Irving?
Could I hear that again, please.

Do ycua know from your mother or from Lee's wife, Marina, whether or not
any Federal Agency contacted him at cither Irving or Dallas in the past
few ronths?

No, sir, I do not know that other than vhat I overheard today. I did
not have any prior knowledge of any prior contact made by the Federal
Burcau, e

I see. And what you are referring to is what Marina told myself and
Agent Charles Kunkel? 7

That is correct, sir.
You didn't know about them trying to cofitact him,
No, sir,

Did you know whether or not Lee belonged to any subversive organizations
or any organizations in Dallas?

Ne, sir, I was not aware of any type of organization that he did belong
to or was asscciated with.

Did you knew whether or not he had contact or was receiving literature
of any kind from Russia?

I believe that during the period that he was living at the duplex, across
from Montgenery lWard, prior to meving tc Dallas, I believe at one time that
I was: there I do recall secing some type of Russian magazine; whether or
not it came from therc or this was available at news stands, I do not

flave you ever heard of an orsanization called "The Fair Play for Cuba
Cormittee"? B EINA S e

Not until tonight. There, again, in relation to your interview with
Marina, I never had heard of it before.

You did not know that Lce was 'cmmoctcd with this?
No, sir.
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All right, Robert, we woa;'t continue this too much further because

I don't feel like that you do have any real information that might help
us in this case, but, overall, may I ask you, do you know any Cubans?
No, sir, I do not.

Do ycu know whether Lee knew any Cubans?

No, sir, I do not.

Do you belong to any Cuban sympathizer organizations?

Do I? -~

Yes.

No, sir.

Do you know that Lee was?

No, sir, I do not,

Is there anything that you can think of that you might tell us that might
help us in putting this story together?

No, sir, I cannot think of anythinz that in any remote pessibility that
would be of service in this respect. If I did I would certainly give
that information,

You said something to me at the police department yesterday in regards
to your feelings to wvhat has hanpened to President Kennedy., What are
yeur feelings as far as what has happened here?

I an not recalling.

You remcrber, you asked me if I would reclay the message to his wife?

Yes. The message was generally my deepest sympathy to Mrs, Xennedy and
her fanily on the death of the President.

I see. OX, Robert, thank you very much, How tall are you now?
5 feet, 11 1/2. .

And how much do you weigh?

150 pounds.
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Q. And what color is your hair?

A. Brown.

N. And your eyes? \
A. Bluc,

0. I see. Arc vou married?

A, Yes.,

0. Whiat is your wife's name? -

A, "_"‘dj:_“" as in Victor, a-d-a--!aii‘_e::__o_gfil_(_l_.

Q. And how old is she? '

A, She is 25,

Q. Do you have any children?

A. Yes I do.

Q. How many children do you have?

A. I have two children--cne girl that is six years old.

Q. What is her name?

A. Cathy Marie Oswald, and my bey, he is two and a half years old and his
nare is Robert, also.
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