
thinking, just because of the fact that we have never touched upon that in any 
of our conversations. 

Mr. HUBERT. Did you know a boy by the name of I,arry (‘rnfard nho worked 
for Ruby for awhile? 

Mr. HALLMARK. Now, when was that:’ 
Mr. HUBERT. Just before the assassination of the President last year? 
Mr. H.IILXARK. So : I do not recall that nanlr. I did not ever try to strike up 

an acquaintance with any of Ruby’s employees. 
Xr. HUBERT. Ac+ually. your duties cause you to mnve around from one place 

to the other? 
Mr. HAI.LMARK. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. How many I)laces did you have under your supervision? 
Mr. HALL~~ARK. I’m in charge of about eight downtown garages, specifically. 
Mr. HUBERT. You were then? 
Mr. HALL~~ARK. Yes. When Ruby first moved into the Carousel it was the 

Sovereign Club, and I was the manager at. that one specific garage then and 
that was Nichols Garage, and I don’t remember exactly at what point I was 
made general manager and moved out, as you have described. 

Mr. HUBERT. Did you have sort of a headquarters office? 
Mr. HALLYARK. Yes; I headquartered-in other words. I usually parked my 

car there at 1320 Commerce, probably out of habit. but that was usually the 
first place in the morning and the last place in the evening. I generally called 
tha’t headquarters at the time. 

Xr. HUBERT. But you didn’t know any of the people who worked there as 
entertainers? 

Mr. HALLMARK. I knew them by sight only. I never tried to strike up a con- 
rersa’tion with any of them or any acquaintance. 

Mr. HUBERT. All right, is there anything else you would like to add, sir? 
Mr. HALLMARK. I don’t think so-1 can’t think of anything that I would want 

to add. 
Mr. HUBERT. Sow, I don’t believe there has been any conversation between US 

except that which has been recorded, is that cnrre&? 
Mr. HALLMARK. I believe that’s correct. 
Mr. HUBERT. Thank you very much. I appreciate your czoming down. 
Xr. HALLMARK. All right. 
Mr. HUBERT. And I appreciate your taking the time to do so-thank you very 

much. 
Ur. HALLMARK. All right, thank you. Mr. Hubert. 

TESTIMONY OF ALFRED DOUGLAS HODGE 

The testimony of Alfred Douglas Hodge was taken at 2:55 p.m., on June 26, 
1964, in the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay 
Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Leon D. Hubert, Jr., assistant counsel of the Presi- 
dent’s Commission. 

Mr. HUBERT. This is the deposition of Alfred Douglas Hodge. 
Mr. Hodge, my name is Leon D. Hubert. I am a member of the advisory staff 

of the general counsel of the President’s Commission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy. Under the provisions of Executive Order 11130 dated 
November 29, 1963, and the joint resolution of Congress Ir’o. 137, and the rules 
of procedure adopted by the Commission in conformance with the Executive 
order and the joint resolution. I have been authorized to take this sworn deposi- 
tion from you. I state to you that the general nature of the Commission’s in- 
quiry is to ascertain, evaluate and report upon the facts relative to the assas- 
sination of President Kennedy and the subsequent violent death of Lee Harvey 
Oswald. 
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In particular, as to you, Xr. Hodge. the nature of the inquiry today is to 
determine what facts you know about the death of Oswald and any other perti- 
nent facts you may know about the general inquiry, and about Jack Ruby and 
his operations and associates and so forth. 

Now, you have appeared here today by virtue of a letter written to you by 
Mr. J. Lee Rankin, general counsel of the staff of the President’s Commission, 
asking you to be present, isn’t that correct? 

Mr. HODQE. Yea. 
Mr. HUBERT. I think that letter was probably dated the 22d of June and you 

received it yesterday or the day before? 
Mr. HODGE. The day before. 
Mr. HUBERT. Under the rules adopted by the Commission all witnesses are en- 

titled to a a-day written notice before their depositions may be taken, dated from 
the date of the letter, which rule may have been complied with here, but in any 
case the rules also provide that any witness may waive that 3-day notice and I 
ask you now if you are willing to testify at the present time? 

Mr. HODGE. Oh, yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. Will you stand so I may administer the oath? 
Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give in this matter 

will be the truth, the whole truth. and nothing but the truth. so help .rou God? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes: I do. 
Mr. HUBERT. What is your name. please? 
Mr. HODQE. Alfred Douglas Hodge. 
Mr. HUBERT. Where do you live, sir? 
Mr. HODGE. At 6573 Kenwood. 
Mr. HURERT. How old are you? 
Mr. HODGE. Fifty-five. 
Mr. HUBERT. What is your occupation? 
Mr. HOWE. I have a gunshop. 
Mr. HTRERT. Does it bear any trade name? 
Mr. HODGE. Buckhorn Trading Post. 
Mr. HUBERT. Where is it located? 
Mr. HODQE. 215 ‘South Ervay. 
Mr. HUBERT. Is that also connected with a bar? 
Mr. HODQE. That’s 213-it’s the bar next door to it. 
Mr. HUBERT. You operate both businesses? 
Mr. HODGIE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HUBERT. Both called “Buckhorn’‘-one is the Buckhorn Bar and the other 

is the Buckhorn Trading Post? 
Mr. HODQE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HUBERT. And the Trading Post sells guns? 
Mr. HODQE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HUBERT. Are you officially licensed to do so under the laws of the State 

of Texas? 
Mr. HOWE. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. I have previously today shown you a document which I have 

marked for identification in the right-hand margin as follows: “Dallas, Texas, 
June 26,1964, Exhibit No. 1 of the Deposition of A. D. Hodge”, and I have signed 
my name below that. That document purports to be the report of an interview 
of you by FBI Agenb Anderton and Hardin on November 24, 196.1, and I ask you 
if that report of the interview is substantially correct? 

Mr. HOWE (read instrument referred to). Well. now-this-the Dallas Police 
Department- 

Mr. HUBERT. What line are you talking about? 
Mr. HODCE. Right here-“The Dallas Police Department wanted him to check 

all of his records concerning the sale of the assassinator’s weapon”-1 don’t re- 
call the Dallas Police did that. I did that on my own and I called the FBI and 
they came down and he kind of went over the books wi’th me, you see. 

Mr. HUBERT. I think you are speaking, Mr. Hodge, of the last three lines of 
the second paragraph of this document, right? 

Mr. HODGE. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. Where it indicates that the Dallas Police asked you to do that, 
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and the fact is, you said you made that investigation yourself and reported what 
you had found to the FBI and to the Dallas police? 

Mr. HODGE. I might have reported it to the Dallas poliw-I do that. 
Mr. HUBERT. Let’s put it this way : I understand from the conversations we had 

prior to the beginning of this interview that this interview does not contain the 
entire story? 

Mr. HOD~E. Yes. 
Mr. HITBERT. It does not contain the entire storr of your participation in 

this matter, and I’m going to get that in just a moment by asking you to give 
the -tire story as you gave it to me a moment ago, but this document as far 
as it goes, is correct. I take it? 

Mr. BODCE. Sow, he didn’t ask 111~. “IIare they arrested you?” He didn’t say 
that. Be says. “What are you doing up here?” 

Mr. HI-T. I think perhaps if I question you. the diffrrenres between what 
this Exhibit No. 1 says and what your testimony is will become manifest, and 
to what ertent your testimony differs from Exhibit So. 1. then of rnurse I!& 
hibit No. 1 will be in error, is that correct? 

Mr. HODGE. Well--- 
Mr. HURF,~T. Suppose we do it this way: Let me question you and then we 

will talk a little while ahout Exhibit No. 1. What was your flrst contact with 
the entire matter of the assassination of President Kennedy? 

Mr. HODQE. When it came in over the radio that he had been killed with a 
7-millimeter rifle, my wife and myself-we got our book and started checking 
to see who we had sold a 7-millimeter rifle to. 

Mr. HUBERT. Did you sell a ‘I-millimeter rifle? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes; several of them-yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. When did you first hear this report? 
Mr. HODQE. Oh, it must have been right after the-1 don’t even know what 

time it was-it was right after dinner. 
Mr. HUBERT. On the 22d of Novemher. is that it? 
Mr. HODQE. I guess so. 
Mr. HUBERT. It was right after the President was shot.’ I take it-some 

time right after? 
Mr. HODQE. That was the day he was shot. 
Mr. HUBEBT. You heard river the radio that he had been shot with a ‘7-milli- 

meter rifle? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. And you and your wife proceeded to check your records to see 

whether you had sold any surh rifle to anyone? 
Mr. HOWE. And then I called the FBI and they came down. They sent an 

agent down and we showed him who we had sold them to, and I think later 
that afternoon another one came back and wanted to know who we sold the 
ammunition to, and I told him about three fellows that had uniforms on with 
a bread truck-uniforms, you know, and they took those descriptions and wasn’t 
going to check into that. 

Mr. HWEBT. What happened next? 
Mr. HODQE. Well, that night I went home-that afternoon at 6 o’clock and 

Capt. Will Fritz called me and asked me to come-if I could come by or he 
would send a squad ear out and pick me up. 

Mr. HUBERT. Did you know Captain Fritz? 
Mr. HONE. Oh, I know them all well. 
Mr. HUBERT. What time was it that he called you? 
Mr. HODGE. It was approximately 11:30. 
Mr. HUBERT. That night? That was 11:30 at night? 
Mr. HODQE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HUBERT. What did he want you to do? 
Mr. HODQE. He wanted me to come down and look at the guns and see if I 

could identify them, or if I had ever seen them before. 
Mr. HUBERT. I understand you to say that he offered to send a squad car for 

you? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes; and I told him I had to go down and close the bar down and 
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I was on my way to town and that that would be unnecessarg and I would come 
by, and he told me to park my car down in the basement, and I said “The policr 
may not want me to,” and he said. “Tell them I said so.” so I pulled’ down in 
the basement and I couldn’t find :I l)lacr to ljark. and I parked in front of some 
cars, detectives’ cars-plain cars;. and I wrnt up on the elevator. 

Mr. HUBERT. I think you said something about having a dog in your tsar? 
Mr. HODOE. I have a Dalmatian dog, watchdog, 
Mr. HUBERT. You left him in the car? 
Mr. HOWE. I left him in the car. 
Mr. HUBERT. You then proceeded from the basement to what floor? 
Mr. HODGE. The third floor. 
Mr. HUBERT. How did you go? 
Mr. HODCE. On the elevator. 
Mr. HUBERT. Were you escorted b,v anyone? 
hlr. HODGE. No; not until I got in. 
Mr. HUBERT. You took the elevator in the basenlent? 
Nr. HODGE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HUBERT. When you got off, what happened? 
Mr. HOWE. When I stepped out, three policemen stepped in front of me 

and said. “What do you want up here?” and I said, “Captain Fritz sent for 
me” and one of them went into Captain Fritz’ office and came back and two 
of Captain Fritz’ detectives-they were. 

Mr. HUBERT. In plain clothes? 
Mr. HOWE. In plain clothes, and they go:ot me and escorted me into his office. 
Mr. HUBERT. Oaphin Fritz’ offlce? 
Mr. HODCE. Yes, sir; and we had just sat down and the lady on the desk 

that answered the phone and she said, “Mr. Hodge, your dog will not let t,he 
detectives get their car, would you mind going back down and moving it?” and 
two of the detectives escorted me back down. 

Mr. HUBERT. What time was it then? 
Mr. HOWE. TRat was about 11:45. 
Mr. HWEBT. Captain Fritz called you at about 11:05? 
Mr. HODQE. A little after 11. 
Mr. HUBERT. How do you fix the time of that initial call by Fritz? 
Mr. HODGE. Well, I left my house at 11:30 and I usually get down to my 

store-it takes me about 20 minutes, and we close the place down ,at 12, the bar, 
and so ‘it gives me about 30 minutes from my home to the bar, and I was finishing 
shaving and getting ready to leave to come back to my bar. 

Mr. HUBEBT. So you left your house about what time? 
Mr. HODGE. About 11:30. 
Mr. HUBERT. And that means that you got to the jail about what time? 
Mr. HODOE. About 11:45 or 11~7%. 
Mr. HWERT. Then, by the time you go:ot the call to go back out again to 

move your car it was near 12 o’clock? 
Mr. HODGE. It was around 12 o’clock. Yes ; probably 5 minutes until 12; I 

would say. 
Mr. HUBERT. Who was in Captain Fritz’ office when you went in first? 
Mr. HOWE. Well- 
Mr. HUBEBT. Was Oswald there? 
hfr. HODQE. I didn’t see Oswald. I have never seen him except on TV, but 

Captain Fritz has one office-1 don’t know which office is his, but the one on 
the left has a glass window in it, and when I went in this hallway, out in 
the hallway where all the TV cameras was, there was another hallway, and 
Captain Fritz waved at me-he seen me through this glass and there was several 
people in there with him, and I went on in a little office not quite as big as 
this and sat down. There was four or flve people there, and the lady on the 
desk-the phone rang, and she said, “Mr. Hodge, you left a dog down in your 
car and the detectives wants to move that car and they can’t move it, and 
would you go down and move it,” and two of the detectives got up and went 
with me to the elevator and got on the elevator. 

Mr. HUBEET. They were in plain clothes? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes. 
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Mr. HUBERT. You don’t know their names? 
Mr. HODGE. No; so several other people came in on the elevator and this fel- 

low who turned out to be Jack Ruhy was right up against me and he turned 
around and he said, “Hello. there, Hodge. how are you getting along?” and 
shook hands, and I looked at him and I knew I knew him hut it didn’t dawn 
on me who he was. I couldn’t think of his name :Ilthough it had been 3 or 4 
years since I’d seen him. 

Mr. HUBERT. How had you known him in the past? 
Mr. HODGE. Well, when he first got to Dallas, I guess, he took over his 

sister’s lounge, which is further down Ervay Street, and a lot of nights 
you know, he would come up there after he closed his place up, which would he 
1 or 2 o’clock, you know, and I would still hr cleaning up and he would v‘lsit, 
being down below me there. and he would ask me my opinions how to operate 
a bar and so forth and all. 

Mr. HURERT. So you had known him what-10 or 15 years? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes, about that, but I hadn’t seen him in the last 4 or ,5 years. 
Mr. HUBERT. All right. so you got on the elevator with the two detectives 

who were escorting you down and some other people got on and among the 
other people was a man you now identify as Jack Ruby? 

Mr. HODGE. Yes ; and the next day-Sunday-- 
Mr. HWERT. Wait a minute-let’s not get to that yet. So, he turns around 

and what did he say-did he address you or you address him? 
Mr. HOWE. He addressed me. 
Mr. HUBERT. What did he say to you? 
Mr. HOWE. He stuck out his hand and I took his hand and shook hands 

with him. 
Mr. HUBEBT. And then what was said? 
Mr. HOWE. He said, “What are you doing up here?” 
Mr. HWERT. He asked you that? 
Mr. HOWE. The very words, and I said, “They’ve got me arrested”-just 

like that. l 

Mr. HUBERT. You said, “They’ve got me arrested”? 
Mr. HODQE. Yes; and I felt that that would be all of it-1 didn’t want to tell 

him why or go into any details as to what I was doing up there because it 
wasn’t none of his business, and he said, “You’re kidding. You fellows don’t 
have him arrested, do you?” 

Mr. HWEZBT. Who did he say that to? 
Mr. HODGE. To the two detectives. He said, “You fellows don’t have Hodge 

arrested, do you?” And, they just laughed--they didn’t answer hack, and he 
turned around to me and he said, “What do you know about it?” And I said, 
“It’s a long story.” By that time he was at the main floor, so he gets off on 
the main floor and we go on to the basement and move my car and these two 
detectives escort me back up to Captain Fritz’ office. We went back in there, 
waded back through these TV cameras back into his office, and Mr. Baker-I 
didn’t even know it was Baker until today, and he called me and told me, he 
said, “Mr. Hodge, I’m the man that took you from Captain Fritz’ office up to 
the fourth floor and showed you the guns”, and when I looked at them, I said, 
“I’d never seen those guns before,” and so that was all of it and I left. 

Mr. HUBEXT. In other words, after you moved your car and went on up with 
the same two detectives who brought you down, you went to the third floor- 
you went back to Captain Fritz’ office, and then you went to the fourth floor 
where the guns were? 

Mr. HOWE. Baker took me up there. 
Mr. HUBERT. Then you looked at the guns and you didn’t identify them. 

How did you get out? 
Mr. HONEI. I just come hack and got on the elevator and went on down in 

the basement. 
Mr. HWJERT. Did anybody have to identify you to get out? 
Mr. HODQE. No. 
Mr. HUBERT. Did Baker come with you? 
Mr. HOWE. I believe he did. He come hack to the elevator ant1 he got off, 

I think, on the-I’m not positive about that, but he could have gotten off on 
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the third floor, and this FBI agent and I want to say his name is Wilson, but 
I’m not positive, who I had called that day and he had been down to the store 
and checked the books with me-he was on the elevator too and I spoke to him. 

Mr. HUBERT. This was when you were going down to go home? 
Mr. HODGE. That’s right. 
Mr. HUBERT. What time was it when you left the police station? 
Mr. HOWE. Well, I didn’t go home--I went to my store. 
Mr. HUBERT. W%at time was it when you left the police station? 
Mr. HO~GE. Well, I think I got to the store approximately 12:15. There was 

two FBI agents waiting there for me when I got there, aud so they told me 
they wanted to see me, and we walked on into the bar, I mean, into the gun- 
shop and they said, “Mr. Hodge,” and they showed me their badges and all 
that about themselves-identified themselves, and they said, “there’s an oper- 
ator in Fort Smith, Arkansas that got an anonymous call this afternoon stating 
‘If you want to know who killed the President, check with the manager of the 
Buckhorn Bar.“’ I said, “That could be one of my bartenders or it could be 
he probably throwed some drunk out and he just wanted to be important and 
wanted to get back at the bartender,” and they said, “Well, don’t think nothin’ 
about it.” They said, “We got one call this afternoon, Mr. Hodge, from a 
woman that told us that her husband just confessed to killing the President,” 
and so that was that. 

Mr. HWERT. What was the purpose of the FBI visit to you-to check out 
this call, you say? 

Mr. HOWE. Yes; yes, that was their purpose, I guess. That’s what they said. 
Mr. HUBERT. Did they ask you whether you knew Oswald? 
Mr. HOWE. Oh, yes; they did. 
Mr. HUBERT. Had you ever in fact Seen Oswald? 
Mr. HOWE. I have never seen him in my life that I know of. 
Mr. HUBERT. Had you sold a gun to Ruby? 
Mr. HODGE. No. 
Mr. HUBERT. You never sold a gun to Ruby? 
Mr. HODGE. I think Ray’s Hardware sold that gun, so I’ve been told. 
Mr. HUBERT. What time was it, when you saw Ruby on ‘the elevator? 
Mr. HODGE. It was right within 10 minutes, I’d say 10 minutes till 12 or 12 

minutes to 12. 
Mr. HUBERT. And he got off on the main floor? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. And you went down one level further? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes : we went on to the basement. 
Mr. HUBERT. Do you know anything about an assembly room me&ing where 

Oswald was flrst shown to all the l,reas who congregated in the nssend~ly room 
of the police department :’ 

Mr. HODGE. ThaVs the first time I had been ul) there and the last time to 
Captain Fritz’ offic+and I don’t know when I have ever been up to Captain 
Fritz’ office. 

Mr. HUBERT. You don’t know anything about this showing of Oswald to the 
newsmen assembled in the assembly room downstairs about this time? 

Mr. HODGE. No, sir. 
Mr. HUEEBT. Did the wlice seem to know Ruby. that is, the ones who were 

escol’ting mu? 
Mr. HODGE. They just laughed-that’s all that \vaS said. They neyer answered 

him. 
Mr. HUBERT. In other words, he asked them, “Is it true that you’re got him 

under arrest?” 
Mr. HODGE. He said, “You fellows don’t hart> Hedge under arrest. do you’?” and 

they just laughed. 
Mr. HUBERT. Did he seem to catch the joke or understand or did he seen, 

to believe that you were under arrest? 
Mr. HODGE. Well, he was standing to my side and I ditln’t turn around aud 

look at him. I didn’t notice the expression on his face. When he looked across 
over to these detectives, they was over on the right-hand side and I was in the 
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back-in the back of the elevator and it didn’t dawn on me who he was until the 
next day when I was out at Red Jackson’s. 

Mr. HUBERT. You mean was the 24th? 
Mr. HODGIL Yes: on Sunday. Yes-on Suntlay. the following Sunday when 

Ruby is supposed to hare shot Os\\-altl, when this Congressman ~allrd and asked 
Mr. Jackson and said that Jack Ruby shot him, I said. “My God, fiat’s who 
rode the elevator down with me. I knew I know4 him but I tlidn’t recognize 
him” and I said, “I didn’t recognize him until now.” 

Mr. HUBEIIT. All right-a couple more questions-- 
Mr. HO~GE. Pardon me-tha’t same Sunday that this had halll)rllt4. that after- 

noon I had some friends from Waco (‘oni 111) and they were gun c.ollectors and 
they had an auction <nrt hrrr and after I left 1Ir. .Jnckson I went by the auction 
and went back to the gunshop and they went wi-ith me and we were in the 
gunshop and there was two morct FBI agents came in and we walked back to 
the back and they showed me a l)ic*tnrr of a striljtease girl that had worked for 
Tack Ru’by and wanted to kno\v if I knew hrl, and if I knew her whereabouts 
and I had never seen thr girl before, because I don’t visit those places, and 
I had never been in one of Jack Ruby’s l)larrs, because I’rr got my hands full 
tending to my own business. and also, they wanted to know if I ever seen .Jack 
R&y and Oswald together, and I’d never seen Jack Ruby for 4 years or longer. 

Mr. HUBERT. Now, returning to your statement, which has been identified 
as Exhibit No. 1, it appears that the third paragraph of that statement is com- 
pletely at variance with what you hare just testified to. That is to say, that 
paragraph indicates that he asked you “whether they had arrested you.” 
whereas your testimony is that you in a semiserious manner ind’ica’ted to him 
that you were under arrest and he askrd $011 n-h&her you weren’t kidding and 
then turned to the police 

Mr. HODC+E. No; he didn’t say, “Are you kidding.” Yes ; he did-he said, 
“You’re kidding,” but I said it low, I didn’t want to go into detail why I was up 
there and it wasn’t none of his business and I knew I knew him but I didn’t 
know just who he was at the moment, and I just-1 don’t know why you would 
say those things, but I did. 

Mr. HUBERT. Well, in any case. the point I’m trying to make is that this 
third paragraph is deficient in two ways: One is that it has him asking you 
whether you were under arrest, whereas, you, in fact, told him in the manner 
you have described, that you were under arrest, and then he asked you whether 
you were kidding or not, and you told him “So,” and he asked you whalt you had 
to do with it, and you said, “It’s a long, long story” and all of which is not in 
this paragraph, nor is there in this paragraph the portion about his turning 
to the police and asking them if it was true. and their laughing about it. That’s 
not in here either? 

LMr. HODGE. Well, I told those agents just like I’ve told you. 
Mr. HWERT. Yes; I understand that, but in any vas:r-all I’m trying to do 

is to reconcile Exhibit So. 1 with your testimony, ;1nc1 in order to do so I have 
to bring out. that this third paragraph of Exhibit So. 1 and as it is here is 
incorrect and incomplet~btrth ; is that correct? 

Mr. HODQE. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. And that the statement you have glren us here is what is the 

truth and is what you say you did tell the FBI agents? 
Mr. HODOE. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HWERT. All right. Prior to the beginning of your testimony, you had 

conversed with me a bit along the lines that I have questioned you about, and 
is it not a fact that all of the matter that we talked about prior to the beginning 
of this deposition has now been brought out in the course of the deposition? 
To put it another way, tha-t we have not--that we did not discuss prior to 
the taking of this deposition anything which has not been covered in the 
deposition? 

Mr. HOWE. I believe that’s right. 
Mr. HUBERT. Becaus+if you can think of anything that we talked about 

that has not been put down in the record, I want to get it in. I can’t think 
of anything, but I’m asking you? 

Mr. HODQE. Well, now, yesterday and today I called Captain Fritz and also 
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Mr. Baker and they both promised to get the names of those two detectives 

that took me downstairs on that elevator and get them to verify the fact 
that- 

Mr. HUBERT. That Ruby was there? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes: that Jack Ruby was there, and that he said those words, 

and I didn’t recognize Jack Ruby on that elevator until the next day out at 

Mr. Jackson’s and when they said Jack Ruby had shot Oswald. 
Mr. HVBERT. Sow, you say that you did say to the FRI people when they 

interviewed you on the 24th that you had gone down on the elevator with two 
detectives and with Ruby? You told them that. although it doesn’t appear in 
this exhibit? 

Mr. HO~GE. Now, which is the 24th? 

Mr. HI-BERT. The 24th is Sunday. 
Mr. HOD~E. Yes ; I told them that Sunday afternoon. 
Mr. HUBERT. You told them Sunday afternoon that you had gone down the 

elevator in the company of two detectives and *Jack Ruby? 
Mr. HODOE. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. Have you told that to anyone else since? 

Mr. HODGE. Oh, I’ve told it to several people-the detectives, Captain Fritz, 
and all of them, they knew that. 

Mr. HUBERT. Have you heard from Captain Fritz about who those two men 
were? 

Mr. HODGE. No; he hasn’t called me. He had Raker to call me and Baker 
told me, he said, “Mr. Hodge, now”- 

Mr. HUBERT. That’s today-Baker called today? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes; Baker called this morning. He said, “I’m the one that took 

you from Captain Fritz’ office up to the fourth floor and showed you the 
gun,” and he said, “I’ll find out who the two boys was that escorted you back 

down to the basement to move your car.” 
Mr. HUBERT. Did you ever tell Captain Fritz that you had gone down the 

elevator with Ruby and two detectives? 

Mr. HODGE. I told him that day before yesierday. 

Mr. HUBERT. No ; I mean prior to that time? 

Mr. HODGE. No ; I don’t think I had. No, sir. 

Mr. HUBERT. But you had told the FBI people? 

Mr. HOD~E. I sure did. I told them the whole story. I said-1 guess this 

is the same-is this the two that questioned me about the telephone call? 
Mr. HUBERT. I don’t know, sir. This is the interview by Agents Anderton 

and Hardin. 
Mr. HOD~E. I used to know practically all those agents down there-the FBI 

agents-when Murphy was there and the agent in charge before him, and I 

used to keep their file in my place. 
Mr. HWERT. These are the agents who interviewed you on Sunday, not on 

Friday or Saturday? 
Mr. HODQE. Yes; you see, that was Sunday afternoon after I found out-it 

dawned on me who Jack was-and it was about 5 o’clwk in the afternoon, I’d 

say, when they came in the gunshop. 
Mr. HUBERT. Were you ever interviewed thereafter, after Jack Ruby shot 

Oswald, by the Dallas police? 
Mr. HOD~E. No. 

Mr. HUBERT. The only other interview you had was with the FBI? 
Mr. HOD~E. That’s right, but I told all those detectives with homicide, the 

different ones that have been in my place, and I repeated just what I’ve told 
you, that it was Jack Ruby that rode down on the elevator and asked me those 
questions. 

Mr. HUBERT. And that there were two Dallas Police Department detectives 
with you and him, Ruby, on the elevator at the time? 

Mr. HODQE. That’s right. 
Mr. HUBEBT. You have told that to others? 
Mr. HODQE. To numerous others. 
Mr. HWERT. Can you mention any names? 
Mr. HODQE. No, 
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Mr. HUBERT. Now, when you spoke to Captain Fritz about it the other 
day, that was the first time you had talked to Captain Fritz about that aspect ; 

is that correct? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes. 

Mr. HUBERT. Did he seem to be surprised? 
Mr. HODGE. No. He was on the telephone. 
Mr. HUBERT. But he said he would try to find out who those people were? 
Mr. HODGE. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. And then you’re had a call from Baker and who identified 

himself as having escorted you to the fourth floor and Baker said he would 
try to find out who the other two men were and let you know, but he has not 
done so up until now ; is that right? 

Mr. HODGE. That’s right. 

Mr. HUBERT. What was it that suggested to you that you ought to have the 
names of those men? 

Mr. HODGE. Well, it would verify that he did ride the elevator down with us 
and that the conversation did take place. 

Mr. HUBERT. In other words, it was after you got the letter from Mr. Rankin 
asking you to appear here today that it occurred to you that you ought to have 
the names of those men so that you could tell me those names if I asked you 
about it ; is that correct? 

Mr. HODGE. That’s correct. 

Mr. HUBERT. And that’s when you called Captain Fritz just yesterday, Thurs- 
day, June the 25th? 

Mr. HODGE. That’s right and he told me, he said, “I’ll tell you, I’ve got a bunch 

that works days and nights and I’ll have to question all of them, but I’ll find out 
which one it was.” 

Mr. HUBERT. Do you think you could recognize those men if you saw them? 

Mr. HODGE. You know, I thought it was Potts and Baker, but they say Potts 
works burglary and theft, but they could have had some of the burglary and 

theft men over there. 

Mr. HUBERT. Baker is the one that took you up on the fourth floor? 

Mr. HODGE. Yes ; that% what he verified today. 

Mr. HUBERT. But Baker was not one of the men who took you downstairs? 

Mr. HODGE. I wouldn’t swear to it&-of course, they may not want to come 
forth and tell it, you see, but there’s nothing to hide, and if it will help, I think 
that they should do it. 

Mr. HUBERT. Do you expect to hear from Captain Fritz still? 

Mr. HODGE. I’m going to call him back and see what he’s found out, but they 
agreed to call me back. 

Mr. HUBFRT. Did he know what time you were going to appear here today? 

Mr. HODGE. I told him today at 2 :30-told Baker. 
Mr. HUBERT. All right, sir. I think that’s all, and I thank you very much. 
Mr. HODGE. I only hope this will be of some help to you. If you’re down that 

way on Ervay Street, stop by my gunshop. 
Mr. HUBERT. Well, I’ll tell you, I have depositions all tonight and tomorrow 

in the day and it’s very unlikely I’ll be able to do it. 

Mr. HODGE. I have a lot of antique guns and modern guns too, although you 
may not be interested in them. 

Mr. HUBERT. Well, I don’t know much about guns. Frankly, I would like 
to say I would accept your invitation, but I know I am going to be busy tonight 

and tomorrow with these depositions. 
Mr. HOUSE. I’m not throwing myself no bouquets, but I have always cooper- 

ated with the FBI, and as I say, they fingerprinted me, they took my life history 
and everything and they turned their file over to me. I had several agents I 
was good friends to in the past, and you can find out by talking to two or three, 

and of course, they move them about, but you can find out that there were some 
criminals, you know, that would be in that bar, and I opened up this gunshop and 
it’s just around the corner from the bus station and these drifters come in and 

going through, and they will verify what I told you. 
And, I’ll tell you-some people call you a stool pigeon and it looks to me like 
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you can be a good citizen, but the courts won’t protect you on these things. This 
fellow that killed this man and woman out here-if you’ve got a minute? 

Mr. HUBERT. Yes. 
Mr. HOWE. Well, Captain Fritz’ men came by with a shell, a Peters Wad 

Cutter, and that’s this man and woman that got killed a few days ago out 
here and it has no concern wlth this case, but anyway, I checked my book and 
I found where I sold that man a gun and a box of ammunition, and they 
couldn’t find nobody else that had that particular kind of ammunition, they 
said, so I called Captain Fritz and gave them that information and they went 
out and called me back in 2 hours and they said, “Boy, you’re just as right as 
rain,” and I give them a list of all the .45 automatics I had sold, and so they 
went out and picked up this bloody uniform and got a confession from him and 
he admitted everything and got the gun and the amount of ammunition that 
they found at the scene plus what was in the box, and so I cooperate fully with 
them, but you stick your neck out. Some of those characters-if this man gets 
out on bond, what’s to keep him from coming down there and killing me? But I 
believe it’s being a good citizen if you know anything, to come forth with it and 
tell it. 

Mr. HUBERT. Now, do you know anything other than what you’ve said to me 
or anybody else that you would like to say about this matter? 

Mr. HODGE. Everybody’s got an opinion and it’s talked around-of course- 
there’s pro and con, but they all seem to think that-1 have heard different ones 
talking and they seem to think that there is a connection there between those 
two, Oswald and Ruby, and that probably Ruby was-1 guess you know about 
him, that they found a bunch of money-about $lO,ooO in his apartment, and 
people talking say it’s payoff money, but I don’t know nothing. That’s the first 
time I’d seen that Jack Ruby in 4 or 5 years and it didn’t dawn on me who he 
was, and I just thought I’d just shut him up, and when he asked me that, I just 
said in a low voice, “They’ve got me arrested,” and he said, “Oh, you fellows 
don’t have Hodge arrested, do you?” 

Mr. HUBERT. No; what I was trying to get at-is there anything you have not 
stated to anyone, any facts or knowledge that you have concerning Ruby or 
Oswald or the assassination of the President that you haven’t told anybody that 
you want to take advantage of this occasion to say it? 

Mr. HODGE. If there is, I don’t recall what it is, because I’ve told you just 
straight down the middle of what had happened. 

Mr. HUBERT. Well, I didn’t know what you were leading up to awhile ago 
and perhaps it was nothing at all, but as I say, if there’s anything you want to 
say, you could say it now, you know? 

Mr. HODGE. Yes; and I would, but that’s it. 
Mr. HUBERT. All right, thank you, sir; very much. 
Mr. HOD~E. Thank you a lot. Thank you. 

TESTIMONY OF DAVID L. JOHNSTON 

The testimony of David L. Johnston was taken at 2 p.m. on June 26, 1964, in 
the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay 
Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Leon D. Hubert, Jr., assistant counsel of the 
President’s Commission. 

Mr. HUBFRT. This is the deposition of David L. Johnston. 
Mr. Johnston, my name is Leon Hubert. I am a member of the advisory staff 

of the general counsel of the President’s Commission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy. Under the provisions of Executive Order 11130 dated 
November 29, 1963, and the joint resolution of Congress No. 137 and the rules of 
procedure adopted by the Commission in conformance with the Executive order 
and the joint resolution, I have been authorized to take this sworn deposition 
from you. I state to you that the general nature of the Commission’s inquiry 
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