
Mr. HUBERT. Sow, after Ruby was brought back upstairs, after having been 
in Fritz’ offlce at least 1 hour, did you see him again that day? 

Mr. BENTON. No, sir. 
Mr. HUBERT. All right. Sow. when this deposition has been transcribed, we 

would like to send you a copy so that you may read it and make what stylistic 

semantic corrections you think should be made without changing the meaning, 
and then there will be a place for Lou to sign and then you can return it. I 
will ask the stenographer to send the transcript to me here. I n-ill make some 
of these changes myself and send it on to you. 

Xr. BENTOX. Yes, sir. 
Mr. HUBERT. At, that time I will probably enclose a self-addressed and stamped 

envelope to the Commission in Washington so that you may send it on. Now, 
where will you be? I understand you are going to-- 

Mr. BENTON. San Francisco ; tomorrow. 

Mr. HUBERT. And you will be there until--- 
Mr. BENTON. I think until the 18th or 19th. 
Mr. HUBERT. Could you tell me. Miss. when this will be in my hands? 
The REPORTER. We normally hare 2 weeks delircry. When would you need 

it? 
Mr. HUBERT. Well. could ynu have it in my hands by Tuesday. the 14th? 
The REPORTER. Yes. I’m sure I can. 
Mr. HUBERT. Where will you he staying? 
Mr. BENTO??. I’ll be staging at the Hilton Hotel in San Francisco. 
Mr. HUBERT. And you won’t leave there until the 18th? 
Mr. BENTOS. That is the-present plan. 

Mr. HURERT. Well, we’ll try to send it out to you airmail special delivery on 

the 14th so it ought to get there on the 15th or 16th and perhaps you’ll have a 
chance to look it over. In any case, send it on. I guess you will leave a for- 
warding address. Could you be reached at this New Orleans address we have? 

Mr. BEN~PON. \\‘ell. my wife would know where I am. The St. Charles Avenue 
address. 

Mr. HUBERT. Yes ; and the CBS local would know? 

Mr. BBNTON. Well, she would probably come closer to knowing than they would 

at CBS because quite often all of us are out of town. 

Mr. HUBERT. All right, sir. Thank you very much. 

TESTIMONY OF FRANK BELLOCCHIO 

The testimony of Frank Belloczrhio was taken at 11 :50 a.m., on .June 27, 1964. 

in the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay 
Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Leon D. Hubert, Jr., assistant counsel of the 
President’s Commission. 

Mr. HUBERT. This is the deposition of Mr. Frank Bellocchio. 
Mr. Bellocchio, my name is J,eon Hubert. I am a member of the advisory staff 

of the general counsel on the President’s Commission on the Assassination of 
President Kennedy. Under the provisions of Executive Order 11130 dated 
November 29, 1!9&3, and the joint resolution of Congress, No. 137, and the rules 

of procedure adopted by the Commission in conformance with the Executive 
order and the joint resolution, I have been authorized to take this sworn depo- 
sition from you. 

I state to you that the general nature of the Commission’s inquiry is to ascer- 

tain, evaluate, and report upon the facts relative to the assassination of Presi- 
dent Kennedy and the subsequent violent death of Lee Harvey Oswald. In 
particular as to you, Mr. Bellocchio, the nature of the inquiry today is to de- 
termine what facts you know abouut the death of Oswald and any other pertinent 

facts you may know about the general inquiry, and about Jack Ruby and his 
movements and his operations and associates and so forth. I think you have 
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appeared here today by virtue of a letter written to you by Mr. .J. Lee Rankin, 
general counsel of the staff of the President’s Commission asking you to come 
here; is that correct? 

Mr. BEI.LOCCFIIO. That’s correct. 
Mr. HUBERT. When did you receive that letter? 

Mr. BELLOCCFIIO. Approsimately 6 days ago, I believe. 5 or 6 days ago. 
Mr. HUBERT. Would you stand and take the oath, please, and raise your right 

hand. Do you solemnly slvear that the testimony you are about to give will be 

the truth, the whole truth. and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 
Mr. BELL~CCHIO. I do. 
Mr. HITBERT. Your name is Frank Rell~~~chio : is that correct? 
JIr. BEI.LOCCHIO. That is correct. 

Mr. HUBERT. Where do you live, sir? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. 9832 San Lea Drive. I)allas. 
Mr. H~BEKT. What is your occupation? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Jeweler-self-eml>loyed. 
Mr. HCBERT. Located where? 

Mr. BELI.OCCIIIO. X310 Varsity Plaza is the retail store and at 1517 Commerce 
Street. 

Mr. Ht-BEK~. That’s a retail store? 
Mr. BEI.LOCCIIIO. Ko, this is a jewelry workshop. 

Mr. HUBERT. Do you know Jack Ruby? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Yes; I do. 

Mr. HUBERT. How long have you known him? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Seven or eight years. 
Mr. HUBERT. In what way did you get to know him and how did your acquaint- 

ance or friendship continue? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. I believe it, was about 8 years ago that my wife and I strolled 
into his nightclub in Oaklawn. 

Mr. HUBERT. The Vegas Club? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. The Vegas. 
Mr. HUBERT. You got to know him there? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. And I got to know *Jack Ruby. He introduced himself to me, 

and also some *people knew me as a jewelry designer and he seemed to be im- 
pressed by this. He came over and he introduced himself to me and made his 
acquaintance in that manner. 

Mr. HUBERT. How did your acquaintance or friendship, whichever it was, de- 
velop from that point? 

Mr. BEELOCCHIO. Then I believe I went in-1 believe my brother came down 
here from i\ew York that summer. 

Mr. HUBERT. That’s about 8 years ago? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. About 8 years agemaybe 7 and maybe 9. My brother came 

down from Sew York City and my wife and I, I believe my brother and I believe 
his wife, went to the Vegas Club. Again, Jack Ruby came over to the table. My 

brother is on the police department in New York City and of course Jack Ruby 
was always impressed, you know, with police officers and so forth, and he got 
to talking to me and my brother all about ,some sort of business deal he had 
down here. I think it was this frozen pizzas. Jack Ruby spoke about going 
into the frozen pizza business, and the way he put it, I think he had plans to 
corner the frozen pizza business in the South. This was on my second meeting 
with Jack Ruby, and I believe the only time I actually sat at a table and spoke 
with him. APter that from time to time I would see Jack Ruby downtown maybe 
walking in the opposite way or in a restaurant and he would always give me a 
big “Hello.” 

Mr. HUBERT. There was no social relationship between you then such as visit- 
ing in one another’s houses and going out together or anything like that? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. No. 
Mr. HUBERT. Did you have any business relationships with him? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Sever. 
Mr. HUBERT. Did he come to your shop sometime? 
Mr. BELLOCCIIIO. I don’t-I’m sure Jack Ruby was never in our store at Preston 

Center, and he may have visited my workshop downtown once. I vaguely remem- 
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ber him talking to me about designing some sort of an ornament for the winners 

at his dance club. He used to have competition between dancers and give prizes 
to the winners. 

Mr. HI-EXERT. I think you saw him on the ZXd of Soremher 196.1:’ 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. When was the last time prior to that time that you had seen him? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. I would say perhaps 6 months or 8 months or 10 months before 

that. 
Mr. HUBERT. Where did you see him on Saturday, November 23, which was 

the Saturday after the shooting and death of the President? 
Mr. BELLXXHIO. At Sol’s Turf Bar or Delicatessen. 
Mr. HUBERT. Where is that located? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. 1517 Commerce Street, right across from the Dallas Power 

and Light Co. It may be 1515 Commerce Street. 
Mr. HUBERT. I think your number is 1515? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Yes ; I’m located right upstairs. 
Mr. HUBERT. Who were you with? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Tom Apple. 

Mr. HUBERT. Who is he? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. He’s a personal friend of mine. 

Mr. HUBERT. What business is he in? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. He’s an American Airlines pilot and also an engraver in the 

jewelry business. 
Mr. HUBERT. What time did you and Apple go down? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. I believe we went down around 3 o’clock. 
Mr. HUBEXT. For what purpose-to get lunch or a drink or what? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. I believe-lunch, a drink, and it was a day in which every- 

body was upset and talking and I didn’t feel much like working. 
Mr. HUBEBT. How do you Ax the time at 3? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Originally, Tom and I thought or I thought that we had seen 
Jack Ruby about 1 o’clock or 130 or 2. 

Mr. HUBERT. And you so stated, I think, to the FBI in your statement which 
has not ye% been identified? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Yes. 
Mr. HUBEFGT. But now you wish to correct that and say it was later? 
Mr. BEL~CHIO. We have established the time as being later than that, to the 

extent that I spoke to another friend of ours that was down there and he tells 

us it was closer to, I believe, 4 or 4:30 and he knows this is true because he had 
an appointment, I believe, at 2 o’clock and he was @till there at 2 o’clock, and 
he’s told us he stayed about 2 hours after that ; therefore, he’s very sure that it 
was not at 2 o’clock. 

Mr. HWERT. In other words, you fix the time at 4 o’clock because some friend 

of yours has told you that he saw you there? 
Mr. BELL~CCHIO. Yes ; we spoke with him. 
Mr. HUBERT. You spoke with him and he knows it was 4 because he couldn’t 

himself have gotten there until 4 o’clock. 
Mr. BELCOCCHIO. That’s right. 

Mr. HUBERT. What is that friend’s name? 
Mr. BELLCICCHIO. I can’t think of his name, but he’s in the door business. It 

may come to me in a few seconds-I just can’t think of his name right now. 
Mr. HUBEBT. How did you have occasion to talk to him about this time question? 
Mr. BELL.• CCHIO. Well, naturally, afterward we all spoke about haVlng seen 

Jack Ruby and we spoke about the FBI contacting us, and then we just spoke 
about it, tried to hash it out exactly what happened, when it happened. 

Mr. HUBWT. But you remembered that you had told the FBI ‘it was sometime 
between 1 and 2 o’clock? 

Mr. BEZLOCCHIO. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. And then this man reminded you it couldn’t have been then be- 

cause he had seen you earlier? 
1Mr. BELLOCCHIO. That’s correct. 
Mr. HUBERT. In spite of the fact that he saw you there at 4 o’clock, would 

that have eliminated the possibility that you were there at 2, necessarily? 



Mr. RELLOCCIIIO. I could have been there myself at 2 o’c~lock. L\s I said. it was 
a day in which everybody was very upset. 

1\Lr. HUBERT. Did this friend indicate to you that he saw Ruby there? 
Mr. BFZLOCCHIO. Yes. 
31r. HUBERT. He saw Ruby there at 1:’ 
Jlr. BELLOCCHIO. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. Sow, ho!v long was Ruby there altogether ‘! 
Mr. BszLoccHIo. Approximately 15 minutes. 
Mr. HUBERT. And he was not there twhe. that is to say. to your knowledge 

while you were there, he was there once? 
1Ir. BELLOCCHIO. To my knowledge he was only there once. 
Jlr. HUBERT. .\nd that was for 15 minutes? 
Jlr. BELLOCCHIO. Fifteen or twenty minutes. 
Mr. HUBERT. And therefore. if the man who is in the door business whose 

name you don’t remember at the moment, if he says he saw you talking to Ruby. 
that it had to he 4 o’clock because he couldn’t have been there before 4 o’clock. 
then you are willing to amend your statement to show that it was 4 rather 
than 2? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. Sow, I will introduce that statement. I have handed to you 

previously so that you might read it. a document which purports to be an inter- 
view of you by FBI Agent James R. Weir on December 5, 1963. which for the 
lmrpose of identification I have marked as follows: “Dallas, Texas, June 27, 
19f54, Exhibit No. 1, Deposition of Frank Bellocchio,” and have signed my name 
Leon D. Hubert, Jr., which I have marked in the right-hand margin of the first 
page, the document consisting of two pages, and on the second page I have 
placed my initials on the lower right-hand corner. 

Now, you have read this document, I think, and I ask if, except for the 
element of time, this document is correct, and does it correctly reflect the 
interview you had with the FBI agent? 

Jlr. BELLCICCHIO. Yes ; it does. 
Mr. HUBERT. Now, in the third paragraph it does state that the time was be- 

tween 1 and 2 o’clock and you have in the last few minutes explained why you 
believe it was not that time, but rather 4 o’clock, right? 

Jlr. BELLOCCH~O. That’s correct. 
Mr. HUBEBT. How long did you say you talked with Jack? 
Jfr. BFUOCCHIO. Ten, fifteen, or twenty minutes. 
Mr. HUBERT. Was all of that conversation in the presence of Mr. Apple? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. No. 
Mr. HUBEBT. Was any of it in the presence of Mr. Apple? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Yes, some of it; some of it was in the presence of Mr. Bpple. 
Mr. HUBERT. Would you describe then how it was that Mr. Apple was present 

during some of the conversation but not during other parts of it? In other 
words, how did you become separated? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Tom Apple and myself-how did we become separated? 
Mr. HUBEBT. Yes-from Ruby ? In other words, Ruby Annie in after you 

were in there, is that correct? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. I don’t know whether Ruby was in there when I came in or 

whether he came in afterwards. I didn’t see him enter or leave. He was there. 
Mr. HUBERT. Did he come up to you and talk or did you go to him? 
Mr. BELL~CCHIO. I believe I walked towards the rear of Sol’s Turf Bar and 

Ruby said “Hello” to me. 
Mr. HUBERT. And then did you engage him in a conversation? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. There was considerable confusion. I don’t remember 

whether I engaged him or he engaged me. 
Mr. HUBEBT. Was Apple present when wou first saw him? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Apple was sitting at the bar. When I first saw Ruby-Apple 

was not with me. and to my knowledge Apple had never met and did not know 
Ruby. 

Mr. HUBERT. So you spoke to Ruby alone, then, about how many minutes? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Oh. perhaps, 3. 8 or 10 minutes. There were other people 

around though. 
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JIr. HUBERT. How did Akl)l~lr get into the convrrsation? 
Jlr. RELLOCCHIO. Well. Tom and I. before--- 
Mr. HUBERT. “Tom” is Jlr. A1l)l~lr. right? 
Mr. RELLOCCIIIO. JIr. A\l)l~le. right. Mr. -\I)l)lr and I had been sitting at the 

bar and we were both naturally very ul)srt nIbout thr I’residrn~‘s assassination. 
I was on this (lay very emotional myself. ant1 in a sense. I was holding Dallas 
responsible for the assassination of the I’resident. Tom disagreed with rile. 
We were discnssing this at the bar. Then. I walked ton-artla the war of Sol’s 
Turf Bar and somehow I got involved in a conrerxation with Ruby. 

Mr. HUBERT. Well, suppose you tell us ahnut that conversation between you 
and Ruby first. \Vhat was the nature of it and what subjects were discussed? 

1ZLr. BELLOCCIIIO. I believe I told Ruby that much of what had happened. 
Dallas could take the responsibility for. 

Mr. HUBERT. What was his attitude toward that position? 
Mr. BELLOIXHIO. His attitude toward that-he was very incoherent. He was 

agreeing with me and he was disagreeing with me. 
Mr. HUBERT. Was he under the influence of liquor? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. So. 
Mr. HUBERT. Was he drinking at all? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. So ; not to my knowledge. 
Mr. HUBERT. Did he have any drink in front of him? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. No; he did not. 
Mr. HUBERT. Did this place sell alcoholic liquor? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Pardon? 
Mr. HUBERT. Did this place sell liquor? 
Mr. BEZL~~CHIO. Yes; it did. The reason I say he was very incoherent, I 

remember while I was feeling very, very bad about it, I told Jack Ruby I felt 
like letting my business go and moving from Dallas, and I remember Ruby tell- 
ing me not to get excited, that there were a lot of good citizens in Dallas and 
not to hold everybody responsible. 

Mr. HUBERT. In other words, he was calming you down? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. He was calming me down-yes, but at the same time, rather, 

I showed him an advertisement that appeared in the Dallas Morning News. 
Mr. HUBERT. That’s the Weissman ad? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. The Weissman ad. 
Mr. HUBERT. You had cut it out? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. I had cut it out. 
Mr. HUBERT. What was his reaction when you showed him that? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. His reaction to this was that this was perhaps the work of 

a group of individuals trying to stir up trouble here in Dallas, racial trouble 
here in Dallas. 

Mr. HUBERT. Did he seem to know about the ad? 
Mr. BELLCKEHIO. He said that he had been down to the newspaper and I 

believe that part of the ad had been paid in cash. 
Mr. HUBERT. In other words, he did know about the advertisement? 
IMr. BELLOCCHIO. He did know-yes, he definitely did know about the ad. 
Mr. HUBERT. But his attitude toward the Weissman ad at that time, in re- 

sponse to your reaction. was that it was probably a group trying to stir tip racial 
dif?Iculties? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Racial-yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. What sort of racial difficulties? 
Mr. BELL~~CHIO. I assumed he meant an anti-Jewish feeling. 
Mr. HUBERT. Did he use those words specifically? 
Mr. BFLLOCCHIO. No ; he did not say those specific words. 
Mr. HUIIERT. You gathered that from the fart that the name Weissman 

normally is taken to be a Jewish name? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Yes; and he seemed to be very upset because the name was 

Weissman. 
Mr. HUBEBT. Did you know that Jack Ruby was Jewish? 
Mr. BEJLOCCHIO. Yes ; I assumed he was Jewish. 
Mr. HUBEBT. Did he seem to think that the Jewish people in Dallas might 

be blamed for the assassination of the President on account of this ad? 
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Mr. BELLOCCHIO. He didn’t say so but he inferred this. 
Mr. HUBICRT. Well, I take it from what you tell me that you were more es- 

cited about the ad and about the assassination than he was? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Well. I was excited-I was. 
Mr. HWERT. In any case. he was calming you down. I believe you said? 
IMr. BELLOCCHIO. He was in a sense trying to lbacify me. 
Mr. HUBERT. At least to the extent that when you were inclined to blame 

Dallas, he defended Dallas. is that right? 
hIr. BELL~CCHIO. That’s correct. but by the same token. he turned around and 

produced a Polaroid film of a sign. a photograph. that said “Impeach Earl 
Warren.” 

Mr. HUBERT. Did he tell you how he obtained those pictures? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. I don’t believe so. or. he said that he had taken them with a 

camera. 
Mr. HUBERT. What was his statement concerning those Polaroid pictures? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. This upset him greatly. and at this l)oint he seemed to be 

verifying my supposition that Dallas was responsible. As I said, he seemed 
to be taking two sides-he wasn’t coherent. 

Mr. HUBERT. He seemed to be vacillating between the two? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Between the two, and this is how Tom Apple got into the 

discussion. 
Mr. HUBERT. All this had occurred prior to Tom Apple’s getting into it? 
Mr. BELLOCCIIIO. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. HOW did Tom Apple get into it? Did you all go to him or did 

he come to you? 
Jlr. BELLOCCHIO. So; when I saw the luctures “Impeach Earl Warren,” this 

again supported my argument that Dallas in a sense was responsible. 
Mr. HUBERT. So what did you do? 
Xr. BELLOCCHIO. I asked Ruby if I could hare one of the pictures. He said. 

“Xo.” I said, “Well, would you come over and show them to a friend of mine?” 
and we went over and showed Tom Apple the photographs. 

Mr. HUBERT. Did you introdure Ruby to Apple and vice rersa, or did they 
know each other? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. They didn’t know each other and I don’t believe I intro- 
duced them formally. 

Mr. HUBERT. Is it yoiir impression that they did not know each other then, 
is that right? 

Mr. BELLOCCIIIO. That’s correct. 
Mr. HURERT. What is this part about Ruby’s making some comment about 

having a squabble with respect to the taking of that picture? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. I asked him a number of times if I could have one of the 

photographs. 
JIr. HCBERT. What did you want them for? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Again, this was verifying my position that Dallas was re- 

sponsible, in a city that would allow signs like this to be exhibited. 
Mr. HUBERT. In other words, yoo wanted to use it later on in your arguments 

or discussions with friends as to your position? 
Zrlr. BELLOCCHIO. That’s right. 
Mr. HUBERT. And you say he would not let you have the.n? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. He would not let me have them. 
Xr. HUBERT. Did he state why? 
Xr. BELLOCCHIO. I believe he said he had some sort of a scoop and wanted to 

see that the right persons would get the photographs. I’m not at all sure, but 
I believe he said that. 

Mr. HUBERT. Was he wnrried about his own business or seem to be or indicate 
that he was? 

Mr. BEZLOCCHIO. So : he didn’t mention his own business. 
Mr. HUBERT. How long was the conversation between ynu. Apple, and Ruby? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. Perhaps 3 minutes, 4 minutes. 
Mr. HUBERT. Now, how did the whole matter end? That is to say, you dis- 

cussed the matter with Apple and you asked him again for the picture and he 
told you or indicated something about wanting a scoop or thinking he had a 
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SC’OOl,. ;llltl wll;lt 11n1qmrt1 Ilc~st? l)itl llr 1~~1ve yc,u. you lr;rv(~ him, or what 
happened? 

Mr. B~~r.occrr~o. It was :11most as if he- -I sl~olte to Toul :tnd saitl :I Pew more 
words to Tom. and Ruby \~:,s :gnnr-nr\-tar S:I id “Gootlhye” or “I’ll he seeing you”. 

.\Ir. HVBERT. You don’t rrc*olltlc? his leaving? 
Mr. R~r~occrrro. I don’t rec.ol1rc.t his leaving. 
Mr. HI-BERT. You tlon’t kno\~ \vhc~ther he l(bft the bar at that tinlr:’ 
Mr. REr.r.occ~rrIo. so : I don’t. 
Jlr. HI.BEIIT. Ton did not see hiill leave the Ibar:’ 
Jlr. BELLOWIIIO. I ditl not see hill1 leave the bar. 
Mr. HT-RLR.P. Ho\\- long ;I ftrr that did yc,u stay‘! 
Nr. B~r.r.occ~~rro. Perhaps 4.2 minutes. 
Jlr. HVBERT. Did you see him during thcjse 4.7 minutes? 
Mr. BELL~NXIO. So. 
JIr. H~*BEHT. So. h(l mag hare ilet~n there or he may not hare? 
Jlr. BELLOCCHI~. IIe may havr been there. 
JIr. HTBERT. Hare you seen him sinc,e? 
JIr. RaI.1.occ111o. (hi iele~ision. 
JIr. H~.BERT. So : I mean iii l)erron? 
Mr. Rsr.~.occn~o. I saw him at the trial. 
Nr. HVBERT. Were you cxlletl :IB n witwss? 

Mr. REI.I.w~cHI~. Yes: I was. 
JIr. HVBERT. Ry the defense or the l”.osec’utioil‘! 
JIr. BELLOCCIIIO. Ry the defense. 
Mr. HFBERT. Rut you haven’t ~olllillnnic.:ltrd with him otherwise? 
JIr. BELLOCCHIO. So: I haven’t. 
Mr. HVBERT. Who communicated with you to get ~-011 to he a witness at the 

trial? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. One of the 1)rir:rte detectives working for the defense counsel. 
JIr. HUBERT. I suI,l,ose you were interviewed by the defense counsel also? 
Mr. REr.r.occHIo. Yes. sir. 
Jlr. HPBERT. By Jlr. Belli? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. So. 
Mr. HVBERT. Mr. Tonahill? 
Mr. BELLOCCH~O. On the stand. 
Mr. HUBERT. I beg your pardon? 
Mr. BELLOCCHIO. On the stand only. I was never interviewed prior to then by 

them. 
Mr. HUBERT. Tnu were never interrielved ljrinr to that? 
Mr. RELLOCCH~~. No. 

Mr. HUBERT. Rut you were interviewed hy the ljrirate detective? 
Mr. BELLCECHIO. Yes; I WRS. 
Mr. HUBERT. And you told him in effect what, what you told us today? 
Mr. BELU)CCHIO. In effect the same thing I have just given to you. They 

were more interested in his emotional condition, whether he seemed to be 
stable and so forth, at the time I spoke to him. 

Mr. HUBERT. During any part of this conversation you had with Ruby on 
the 23d, did he make any remarks seeming to connect up the shooting of the 
President wiith the Weissman ad and the Earl Warren signs? 

Mr. BELLOCCHIO. I don’t believe so-no; and looking back at my conversation 
with him, he seemed to be very incoherent. He didn’t seem to be thinking 
along any straight or any clear line. He would take one side and then he 
would jump and take the other side. He said Dallas was not responsible, and 
then he produced the photographs which said, “Impeach Earl Warren,” and 
at this point he seemed to be holding Dallas responsible. He seemed to be 
taking both sides of the issue. 

Illr. HUBERT. All right; do you have any other comment to make? 
Mr. BELLOWRIO. No, sir. 
Mr. HUBERT. Now, Mr. Bellocchio, I don’t think there have been any con- 

versations between us at all since I first met you a few moments ago that have 
not been recorded, is that correct? 

472 



Mr. BELLOCCHIO. That’s correct. 
Mr. HUBERT. Thank you very niu(.h for coming, Jlr. Belloc~c~hio. and I al)l)re- 

cliate your help. 
Mr. BGLLOCCHIO. Thank you. 

TESTIMONY OF JOHN HENRY BRANCH 

The testimony of .John Henry Branch was taken at 1 :X0 1~111.. on .June 26. 
1963, in the office of the U.S. attorney. 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay 
Streets, Dallas, Tex., b.v Mr. J,eon I). IInbrrt. .Jr.. assistant caounsel of the 
President’s Commission. 

Mr. HUBERT. This is the deposition of .John Hrnry liranc4~. 
Mr. BRANCH. Yes: that’s right. 
Mr. HITRF:RT. Mr. Branch. my name is Leon 1). Huhrrt. I am a member of 

the advisory staff of the general counsel on the President’s Commission. I’nder 
the provisions of Executive Order 11130. dated November 29, 1963, and the 
joint resolution of Congress So. 137, and the rules of procedure adopted by 
President Johnson’s Commission in conformance with the Executive order and 
the joint resolution, I have been authorized to take a sworn deposition from 
you. I state to you now that the general nature of the Commission’s inquiry 
is to ascertain, evaluate, and report upon the facts relative to the assassination 
of President Kennedy and the subsequent violent death of Lee Harvey Oswald. 

In particular as to you, Mr. Branch, the nature of the inquiry today is to 
determine what facts you know ahout the death of Oswald and any other perti- 
nent facts you may know about the general inquiry, and about .Jack Ruhy and 
his operations and associates and movements on the dates in question. 

I think you have appeared here by virtue of a letter written to you by Mr. 
J. Lee Rankin, general counsel of the staff of the President’s Cnmmission, 
asking you to be present, is that correct? 

Mr. BEANCH. That’s correct. 
Mr. HUBERT. Do you know the date of the letter. do you remember the date? 
Mr. BRANCH. I have it here-it’s the 22d. 
Mr. HUBERT. When did you receive it? 
Mr. BRANCH. Yesterday. 
Mr. HUBERT. Yesterday? 
Mr. BRANCH. Yes. 
Mr. HUBERT. Now, under the rules of the Commission every witness is en- 

titled to a 3-day written notice, dating actually from the date of the letter, 
but in any case the rules of the Commission provide that a witness may waive 
that 3-day notice and testify, and I ask you now if you are willing to testify 
and if you are willing to waive the 3-day notice? 

Mr. BBANCH. Yes; that’s all I can do. 
Mr. HWEBT. You have no objection to testifying now? 
Mr. BRANCH. No, sir. 
Mr. HUBERT. Would you stand then and let me administer the oath to you? 
Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give in this matter 

will be the whole truth and nothing hut the truth ; so help you God? 
Mr. BRANCH. I do. 
Mr. HWERT. Will you state your name, please? 
Mr. BBANCH. John Henry Branch. 
Mr. HUBERT. Where do you live. Mr. Branch? 
Mr. BRANCH. 3722 Greenleaf. 
Mr. HUBERT. That’s in Dallas? 
Mr. BBANCH. Dallas, Tex. 
Mr. HUBERT. How old are you? 
Mr. BRANCH. Fifty-three. 
Mr. HUBERT. What is your occupation, sir? 
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