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THE WARREN COMMISSION FINDS THAT OSWALD ACTED ALONE IN THE 
KENNEDY ASSASSINATION 

Washing-ton, September 27, 1964 

A special commission composed of eminent U.S. citizens has concluded that Lee Harvey 

Oswald, acting alone and not as “part of any domestic or foreign conspiracy,” assassinated 

President Kennedy on November 22 last year. 

In considering Oswald’s motives, the commission could not reach a definite conclusion, 

but it noted various factors such as resentment toward any kind of authority, his obsessive desire 

to occupy a place in history, his propensity for violence, and his pronounced antagonism toward 

the United States. 

The commission, headed by Earl Warren, Chief Justice of the United States, has also 

found that Oswald killed Dallas policeman J.D. Tippit when the latter approached him forty-five 

minutes after the assassination of President Kennedy. 

The commission has also made a preliminary determination that Jack Ruby “acted 

independently” when he shot Oswald (whom he did not know) and killed him at a Dallas police 

station two days after the President’s death. 

The commission submitted its report to President Johnson last Thursday, and the White 

House made this voluminous document public on Sunday evening. 



The report harshly criticized the carelessness of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the 

Secret Service, and the Dallas police, and recognized the need to improve measures for protecting 

American presidents. 

The commission’s investigation was the most thorough, complete, and objective in history. 

More than twenty-five thousand persons were questioned and some four thousand special reports 

comprising tens of thousands of pages were studied. 

In summary, the commission found that Oswald had not known either Ruby or Tippit and 

that the latter two had not known each other. 

The voluminous report, consisting of eight hundred eighty-eight pages, was the result of a 

ten-month investigation by a seven-member commission headed by Earl Warren, Chief Justice of 

the United States. The work of the commission was the sole official and full investigation of the 

event. 

Here is a brief presentation of the twelve conclusions that were reached by the commission 

and that are set forth in the report: 

1. The shots that killed President Kennedy and wounded the governor of Texas, John 

Connally, were fired from a window on the sixth floor on the southeastern comer of a building 

used as a school book depository. 

2. The totality of the evidence indicates that three shots were fired. One of the shots 

missed, but the commission is not certain which shot it was. 

3. There is convincing evidence presented by experts that the same bullet that pierced the 

President’s neck also wounded Governor Connally. It was the first of two...[Translator’s note: 

the sentence breaks off abruptly at the bottom of p. 1 of the Russian text. ] 

4. The shots that killed President Kennedy and wounded Governor Connally were fired by 

Lee Harvey Oswald. 

5. Oswald killed Dallas policeman J.D. Tippit approximately forty-five minutes after the 

assassination of the President. 

6. Eighty minutes after the assassination of the President, and thirty-five minutes after the 

murder of Tippit, Oswald resisted arrest in a Dallas movie theater, trying to shoot another Dallas 

police officer. 



7. Oswald was not roughed up by the police, although it was necessary to use force to 

arrest him. He was subjected to “hostile attacks” as a result of the “unhampered access” 

permitted to journalists to the area through which he was to pass during his transfer from a jail 

cell to another part of the building. Numerous statements, “sometimes erroneous,*’ made by the 

police after his arrest would represent “serious obstacles” to ensuring a fair trial of Oswald. 

8. Jack Ruby killed Lee Harvey Oswald. There are no data to indicate he was aided in this 

by any member of the police. But the Dallas police erred in trying to transfer Oswald to another 

prison “in full view of the public.” 

9. The commission found no evidence indicating that Lee Harvey Oswald or Jack Ruby 

was part of any domestic or foreign conspiracy to assassinate President Kennedy. Moreover, the 

commission did not find any data indicating that any foreign government hired, influenced, or 

encouraged Oswald, according to the report. 

10. Throughout the investigation, the commission did not discover any evidence pointing 

to a conspiracy, subversive activity, or disloyalty towards the U.S. government on the part of any 

federal, state, or local officials. 

11. Oswald acted alone. As regards his motives, the report does not reach a definite 

conclusion, but notes various factors such as his resentment towards all authority, his obsession to 

occupy a place in history, his propensity for violence, and his pronounced antagonism toward the 

United States. 

12. Measures taken to protect the President must be improved. 

The conclusions reached by the commission should dispel all rumors and speculation that 

the assassination of the President might be connected with some conspiracy. The group of 

eminent American citizens, all of whose members are legal scholars, have devoted thirty-one 

pages of the report’s appendix to a point-by-point refutation of the various speculations that have 

been made. Each of these hypotheses was carefully examined in the course of the exhaustive 

investigation. 

The commission was appointed on November 29 last year by President Johnson to gather 

facts relating to the assassination of President Kennedy and the murder of Lee Harvey Oswald and 

to report them to the “American people and the entire world.” 



When the commission presented its report to President Johnson last Thursday, he noted 

that the commission members were guided in their efforts by “a firm resolve to determine and 

publish the whole truth about these terrible events.” 

“It is our duty,” he said, “to the good name of the United States and to all people 

throughout the world who respect our nation, and especially to the memory of President 

Kennedy.” 

In the final section of the voluminous report, the commission points out that its 

conclusions are based on all the factual data it obtained in the course of completely unhindered 

investigations. 

The report states: the commission “conducted its own investigations, and all government 

institutions fi~lly met their obligations regarding cooperation in the conduct of the commission’s 

investigations.” 

“These conclusions,” the commission states later on in the report,“represent a balanced 

and well considered judgment by all the members of the commission and were submitted after an 

investigation, whose results satisfied the commiss/on that it had succeeded in ascertaining, to the 

extent possible, the real events that took place in the assassination of President Kennedy through a 

lengthy and carehI analysis of the facts.” 

The report contains a brief description of events beginning with the arrival, on November 

22, of the airplane of President Kennedy, Mrs. Kennedy, and their escorts at Love[?] airport in 

Dallas up to the murder of Oswald by Jack Ruby two days later. Following this are the 

commission’s main conclusions and its recommendations on how to improve measures for 

ensuring the President’s security. 

Further on, the report devotes entire chapters (going into meticulous detail and using 

photographic illustrations) to important events, and presents excerpts from the testimony of 

witnesses as well as data concerning: the President’s assassination itselc the shots from the Texas 

School Book Depository; the murderer, detention, and death of Oswald; the investigation of 

information about a conspiracy; Oswald’s past and his possible motives; ensuring the President’s 

security. 

Almost half of the report consists of appendices, which present information on the 

commision’s establishment, members, and work methods. The appendices also contain medical 



reports, data on the results of autopsies, a report on Lee Harvey Oswald’s interrogation by the 

Dallas police, biographies of Oswald and Jack Ruby, and even an analysis of Oswald’s financial 

situation from June 13, 1962, to the date of the assassination. 

The report also states that on the morning of the day of the assassination, President 

Kennedy spoke with Mrs. Kennedy and presidential assistant Kenneth O’Donnell about the risk 

faced by the president during public appearances. 

According to O’Donnell, the report says, the President noted: “If anyone really wanted to 

shoot the U.S. president, it wouldn’t be very hard to do. A person would just have to go up a 

high building, armed with a rifle with a telescopic sight. And nobody could do anything to prevent 

it.” 

The commission adduces a tremendous amount of evidence, eyewitness testimony, and 

statements by witnesses to corroborate its main conclusions. 

The fact that the assassin fired shots from a window located in the southeastern comer on 

the sixth floor of the School Book Depository is partially established in the testimony of 

eyewitnesses who saw that the rifle shots had been fired from that window. “Almost the whole” 

bullet, which was found on the stretcher of Governor Connally at Parkland Hospital, and two 

bullet fragments discovered in the President’s car had issued from a 6.5 mm Mannlicher-Camo 

rifle found on the sixth floor of the depository; this “rules out any other weapon.” Three used 

shells discovered near the window had been ejected from that same rifle. The nature of the bullet 

wounds found on both President Kennedy and Governor Connally, along with the place where the 

President’s car was located at the time of the shooting, show that the shots came from above and 

from the rear in relation to the President’s car. 

The number of empty shells was one of the factors that led the commission to conclude 

that there were three shots. “Most likely,” the report states, “all the wounds suffered by President 

Kennedy and Governor Connally were made by two bullets. The second bullet, in all probability, 

passed by the President’s automobile, hitting neither the car nor those sitting in it.” According to 

’ the most precise calculations, all three shots were fired in a period of time lasting approximately 

from four and eight-tenths to slightly over seven seconds.” 

The commission had a number of solid reasons for concluding that Oswald was the 

President’s assassin. 



The rifle that fired the shots “belonged to Oswald and was owned by him [sic].” He 

brought it into the depository building on the morning of the day of the assassination. At the 

moment of the assassination he was by the window from Lvhich the shots came Soon after the 

assassination the rifle was found on the sixth floor, and the paper bag in which he had brought the 

rifle into the depository was found near the window. On the basis of testimony by experts and 

their analysis of films made during the passage of the motorcade, the commission concluded that a 

shooter possessing Oswald’s “ability” could have fired that number of shots in the established 

period of time. On April 10, 1963, he had tried to kill Major General Edwin A. Walker, “thereby 

proving his propensity for murder.” The report emphasizes that no proof was found that Oswald 

or Ruby participated in “any domestic or foreign conspiracy seeking to assassinate President 

Kennedy.” 

In this connection, the commision “thoroughly investigated” all the circumstances 

surrounding the planning of the motorcade route, the hiring of Oswald by the Texas School Book 

Depository on October 15, 1963, the means whereby the rifle was brought into the buildins the 

placement of boxes of books near the window, Oswald’s escape from the building, and testimony 

by eyewitnesses to the assassination. 

The commission also investigated Oswald’s financial situation and his connections, = well 

as his personal habits, particularly during the period after his return to the U.S. from the Soviet 

Union in June 1962. 

The commission concluded that there were no grounds to believe that Oswald “was in the 

service of any foreign government or was influenced or encouraged by any foreign government,” 

or that he was the agent of a foreign government. 

The commission investigated all of Oswald’s attempts to “identify” v.ith various political 

groups in the United States, e.g., the Communist Party, the so-called Fair Play for Cuba 

Committee, and the Socialist Workers Party. However, the commission found no evidence that 

the ties established by Oswald had any relation to the assassination. 

The report further says that no one confirms the allegation that Oswald was an “agent 

serving as an informer” of the CIA, the FBI, or any other government agency. 

“The commission has not found any direct or indirect link between Lee Harvey Oswald 

and Jack Ruby,” the repon says. “Nor could it find any reliable proof that they knew each other, 



although there was a thorough investigation of the numerous rumors and allegations of a 

connection between them.” Nor is there any evidence that Ruby and police officer Tippit knew 

each other or that Oswald and Tippit knew each other.” 

Ruby was tried, found guilty, and sentenced to death for killing Oswald. He appealed the 

sentence. 

The commission delved deeply into the motives that led Oswald to commit his heinous 

crime, but did not find a completely satisfactory explanation for them. The commission expressed 

the following ideas on this matter: 

“ The motivation that led Oswald to [commit] the assassination was undoubtedly based on 

many factors, and the commission does not believe it is possible to ascribe to him any one motive 

or set of motives. It is obvious, however, that the motives actuating 0s.iald arose largely from 

his hostility to his environment. He was obviously unable to establish sclnd relations with other 

people. He was in a state of permanent discontent with the surrounding ;vorld.” 

“Long before the assassination, he had voiced hatred for American society and actively 

expressed his protest. Oswald’s aspiration for what he considered the ideal society was doomed 

to fail from the outset. He wanted to occupy a place in history, to play the role of a “great man” 

who had won universal acclaim, a man before his time. His adherence to marxism and 

communism was evidently also an important factor in his motivation. He had previously 

demonstrated his ability to act decisively, regardless of consequences, when such action helped to 

attain his objective at a specific moment. All these factors, and many others that had formed the 

character of Lee Harvey Oswald, created a person capable of assassinating President Kennedy.” 

In regard to the murder of police offtcer Tippit, the repon says tht there were two 

eyewitnesses to the murder, and seven witnesses heard shots and saw the shooter leave the scene 

of the crime. 

All nine “positively identified” Lee Oswald as this person. The shells found at the scene of 

the policeman’s murder had been shot from the revolver Oswald was carrying at the time of his 

arrest. He had purchased this revolver and it belonged to him. Oswald’s jacket was found on the 

escape route of the person who had shot and killed the policeman. 

In regard to Oswald’s interrogation and detention in jail, the commission says he was not 

physically abused by the police. He was informed that he could not be forced to testify and that 



any testimony he gave could be used against him in court. He was also told of his right to the 

services of a lawyer. The Bar Association of Dallas offered Oswald its services, which he 

declined at the time. 

The commission says that the “unhampered access” given to representatives of the media 

to that part of the prison through which Oswald had to pass in order to get to other parts of the 

building resulted in chaotic conditions, which were not conducive to proper handling of the 

interrogation and protection of the prisoner’s rights. 

Moreover, according to the Commission the numerous and occasionally erroneous 

statements made by the local police authorities to journalists “would have created serious 

obstacles to an impartial trial of Oswald.” 

The commission recommends that measures for protecting the president be revised, taking 

into account the facts discovered in the course of this investigation. 

The report states that the difficulty of the presidential office has increased so much in 

recent years that the Secret Service was unable to prepare and provide adequate personnel and 

necessary equipment “in order to perform its important task.” 

The commission believes there is a lack of communication and coordination between the 

Secret Service and other federal agencies charged with the president’s security. 

Although certain measures taken by the Secret Service, such as at Love [?] Airport and 

the trade center building in Dallas, were “carried out well,” the commission believes that the 

methods of finding the assassin, who was in a building on the route of the President’s motorcade, 

were inadequate. 

Within the limits of these “limitations,” the commission says, the agents directly 

responsible for the president’s security reacted immediately when the assassin’s shots were fired. 

Further on, the commission expressed “satisfaction” that after several months’ work, the 

Secret Service prepared a document containing plans for improving the technical side of the 

Secret Service and enhancing its capacities. 

The commission proposes that the Secretary of the Treasury designate a special assistant 

tasked with monitoring the work of the Secret Service. It also proposes that a committee 

composed of members of the government, including the Secretary of the Treasury and the 



Secretary of Justice or of National Security, be entrusted with overseeing the activities of the 

Secret Service and other federal agencies that help to protect the president. 

In a special appendix meant to lay to rest the allegations and rumors engendered by the 

assassination, the commission notes that “myths” have traditionally surrounded all tragic 

assassinations in history. 

“When there is an element of mystery in such dramatic events, mistaken conclusions often 

arise as a result of sensationalistic allegations” says the commission’s report. 

The commission says that many questions have arisen about the facts, because of the 

“genuine bewilderment or disinformation that surrounded some of the early information on 

quickly developing events.” 

A “large number” of rumors and allegations were investigated in almost all parts of the 

United States and in most of the continents of the world, according to the report. It further says 

that the special appendix is meant to introduce clarity into the most widespread public notions 

about the facts. 

Here are some examples of allegations, together with the commission’s conclusions: 

Allegation: The shots that killed the president were fired from a railroad bridge over a 

three-tier highway viaduct. 

The commission’s conclusion: The shots that hit the President’s neck and head and that 

wounded Governor Connally were fired from the rear and from above. There are no data 

[indicating] that any of the shots was fired at the president from any other place than the Texas 

School Book Depository. 

Allegation: A rifle cartridge was found on the bridge. 

The commission’s conclusion: No cartridge of any type was found on the bridge, and there 

was no witness claiming to have found one. 

Allegation: More than three shots, perhaps as many as five or six, were fired at the 

President and Governor Connally. 

The commission’s conclusion: “The totality of the evidence indicates that three shots were 

fired, two of which hit President Kennedy. There is convincing evidence on the part of the 

experts that one of these two bullets also hit Governor Connally. Certain uitnesses stated that 



they heard more than three shots, but as was fully described in Chapter 3 of the report, the great 

majority heard three shots.” 

Allegation: The President’s throat wound was the result of a shot from the front, 

according to doctors at Parkland Hospital. 

The Commission’s conclusion: The doctors at Parkland Hospital initially thought that the 

head wound could have been an entry or exit wound, but they did not conduct an examination to 

detetine entry and exit wounds. Later on, when the data of the medical examination were 

received, the doctors at Parkland Hospital concluded that it was an exit wound.” 

Allegation: Oswald could not have known the motorcade route before he came to work 

on November 22. 
. 

The commission’s conclusion: “The motorcade’s route was published in both of the Dallas 

newspapers on November 19 and was therefore known at least seventy-two hours before Oswald 

came to work on November 22.” 

Allegation: There is evidence a second rifle was discovered on the roof of the School 

Book Depository or on the bridge. 

The commission’s conclusion: A second rifle was not found in any of the known places or 

in any other place. The shots that hit President Kennedy and Governor Connally were fired from 

the rifle found on the sixth floor of the Texas School Book Depository.” 

Allegation: Oswald could not have had enough time to make all the movements attributed 

to him from the moment he left he Texas School Book Depository up to his meeting with Tippit. 

The commission’s conclusion: “A check of the time of all of Oswald’s movements 

determined that these movements could have been made in the time at his disposal.” 

Allegation: Oswald was trained by the Russians at a special school for political assassins in 

Minsk. 

The commission’s conclusion: “The investigators appointed by the commission did not 

find proof conftrming this allegation or the existence of such a school in Minsk during Oswald’s 

stay there. Oswald belonged to a hunting club near Minsk, but there is nothing to indicate it was 

anything but an ordinary hunting club.” 

Allegation: Ruby and Oswald were seen together at the Carousel Club. 



The commission’s conclusion: “All allegations that Oswald was seen in Ruby’s company 

or in anyone else’s company at the Carousel Club were thoroughly investigated. None of them 

deserves credence.” 

Allegation: Oswald or his accomplices had prepared his escape on an airplane from an 

airport in the Dallas area. 

The commission’s conclusion: “An investigation of such allegations showed that they are 

completely groundless. The commission found no evidence that Oswald had made any plans to 

flee after the assassination.” 

This information bulletin is being distributed by the U.S. embassy in hloscow. The Soviet 

embassy in Washington enjoys the same privileges. 
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