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Workers of the world. unite! 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union. CENTRAL CORIMITTEE 

TOP SECRET 

No. P126/116 

To comrades Brezhnev, Podgomyi, Gromyko, and Semichastnyy 

Excerpt from Protocol no. 126 of the meeting of the Presidium 
of the CC CPSU held on December 10, 1963 

Concemine the replv to U.S. Secretarv of State Rusk’s reauest for the reasons for the refusal to 
grant Soviet citizenship to U.S. national Oswald. 

Approve the draft of the instructions to the Soviet ambassador in Washington regarding 

this matter (appended). 

SECRETARY OF THE CC 
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Re: Paragraph 116 of Protocol no. 126 

Too Secret 

WASHINGTON 

THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR 

2054. Concerning Rusk’s request to tell him the reasons why the Soviet authorities 

refused to grant Oswald Soviet citizenship, you can report the following to Rusk orally: 

“The Constitution of the USSR and Soviet laws grant specific rights to Soviet citizens and 

impose corresponding obligations on them. In reviewing an application for Soviet citizenship, the 

competent authorities of the Soviet Union consider first of all the extent to which the applicant 

can fulfill the obligations of a citizen of the USSR and enjoy the rights granted to him. The 

reasons why a panicular individual seeks Soviet citizenship are also taken into account. 

The competent Soviet authorities who reviewed Oswald’s application did not find 

sufficient grounds to conclude that he met the requirements set forth in the Constitution and laws 

of the USSR for Soviet citizens. Oswald’s motives for submitting the application were likewise 

unclear. The fact that Oswald criticized the country of which he is a citizen could not, of course, 

be a decisive factor in the review of his application. 

For the aforesaid reasons, Oswald’s application for Soviet citizenship was rejected.” 

Notify us by telegraph when instructions have been carried out. 
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