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FESTIMONY OF ANNA TARASOFF

[3

x

- “Wednesday, April 12, 1978

s - House of Representatives,

Subcommittee on the Assassina-

" tion of John F. Kennedy of the:
Select Commitiee on Assassina-
tions. 1% -

Washington, D._C.

mhe subcommittes met at 5:¥9 p.m., pursuart to notice,

in Room 1310, Longworth House Office Building, the Honorabile

Ric

hardson Prever (chairman of the subcommittee) Dpresiding.

DDESENT: Representatives Prever and 3Sawyer.

AT,SO PRESENT: Wolf, Hornbeck, Purdy, Flanagan, Wills,

T
Genzman, Fonzi, Hesaway, Cross, and Svendsen.

ask

Mr. Prever. The committee will resume its hearing.

r5. Tarasoff, we appreciate vour comming nere. We will

3

if vou will stand and be sworn.

Do you solemnly swear the evidence you will give the sub-

cormittee will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but’

the

truth, so help you God?
Mrs. Tarasoff. Yes, I do.
ﬂ'——f%ESLIHONY OF ANNA TARASOFET
Mr. Genzman. Will vou give your full name and address fox
record?
Mys, Tarascfs, My name is anna Taraseif ana I live in
-mo OonTEnTs Tizizlatara, JallsScTy Mowloo.
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) Mr. Genzman. At this time I would like to show vou a
. - = . /
document which is labeled JFK Exhibit No. 94. Mrs, Tarasofsf,

f
l
!
I
i
; have you previously been shown a copy of this letter which is
! labeled JFK Exhibit No. 94?2

Mrs. Tarasoif. Yes.
T-i” |

Mr. Genzman. Ismss vour understanding that the letter ig
a letter from the CIA which authorizes any individual who has
executed a secrecy agreement with the agency or f:; J
bound by obligations of secrecy td furnish this committes
information within its scope and jurisdiction?
| ﬁrs. Tarasoff. Yes.

Mr. Genzman. Mrs. Tarasoff, did you ever aid your hus-
band in his job in Mexico City in 19632

Mrs. Tarasoff. Not in 1973, no. Let me make a correctibn;
ITn 1973 is when we arrived. As I have said »reviously, I was
picked up on contract in 1974.

Mr. Genzman. Did you ever aid your husband in nis work-in

Mexico City before you were actually employed in Mexico City?

Mrs. Tarasoff. Yes; I did.

v

tr. Genzman. Can you explain to us what you did in aiding
vour husband in his job?

sMrs. Tarasoff. My main purpose in aiding my husband was

to =ake on the dutiss of tramslating #re English transcript
fay the simpla reascn that he has a little problem in hearing
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English transcript.

scribing the Russian transcripts.

v

Mr. Genzman.

Mrs. Tarasoff.

'

!

.I . - 3

' recording of conversations?
1

‘\.

{

Mrs. Tarasoff. Yes.

i
q Mr. Genzman.
|
lEmbassy in Mexico City?
%
¥

Mrs. Tarascff. Yes.

Af o~

My, Genzman. Mrs

. Tarasoff,

to review four documents.

- 3 S
announce £o0 the Congressman that th
: 1A 4 iy Yoo e = 4 3
included in the packet oI documents

/ His main duty was to take on the responsibility of tran-

he also reviewed it to be doubly sure that whatever I had
transcribed was on the tape itself.
time to oick up whatever was on the tape also.

Do vou know the source of the tare record-

ings which vou aided your husband in transcribing?

At this time

' J

$&4Wi£ would be hard for him to pick it up. So, I was doing the

Although I did the Englisgh,

This would be a good

H It would be in the English transcript. Th

|

| - . B

| would avpear on any reel that would be sent to him for tram-

.!scribing.

| Mr. Genzman. WYere you aware of wimedsher these tazes

1

i recorded conversations?

| -z . - kol

; Mrs. Tarasoff. Was I aware of the recording of the -
Mr. Genzman. Were you aware of the location of the

Specifically, did these occur at the Soviet

at this time I would like vyou

T would also like to
ese four documents arsa
vnich ot

i s
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" pefore the hearing and the documents we will be discussing
pear on pages 1, 2, 10 and 1l1.

2 ‘ Mrs. Tarasoff, can you identify any of these documents?

|
: | ap
|
1

} Mrs. Tarasoff. Identify? Meaning what?
a 1 ) |
= : ; Mr. Genzman. Do you recognize any of these documents?
; !
- 2 } Mrs. Tarasoff. I recognize it as being my husband's work
~ g o
~ 7 1 because I knew his styvle of work. ]
1 ;
2 5§ Mr. Genzman. Were you shown these documents prior to
gl ]
o~ i
S } yvour arpearance here today?
= f .
= v Mrs. Tarasoff. Yes.
& i
= ! Mr. Genzman. I refer you to the document labeled "P-2"
-3 H
:; .- A . ] : ) /
T '+ 1 and this notation that appears at the. bcttom right-hand corner
= ‘= i of the page. Do you have that document 1n front oI you?
z 1 :
IR Mrs. Tarasoff. It was marked what? £
= . -
:-: s | . 1
T D Mr. Genzman. P-2 in the very extreme richt-hand lower
® % | corner
.
o Mrs. Tarasoff. Yes.
= € Mr. Genzman. Do you recognize this document? '
1 .
= T Mrs. Tarasoff. Recognize it as my husband's work, yes.
S Mr. Genzman. What features on this document would lead
a0 R i
sl you to believe that it was vour huskand's work? ®
B i
LT
AR T Mrs. Tarasoff. T know it. He would alwavs put the slashe
" | indicating there would be scmething that he wasn't too sursz of
"7 . well, basically his stvle of writing, or typing rathar.




y the NaLivlada nrvuiavew

Cooy Reproduced B

(e£z DY) VOSH s@aTysay Teuotjen ey3 3o sbujproy sy woay peonpoidar

A
i

'y

\.A'
~

/

/

[ESET

(2002) 594 -23%8

20020

(o

i,

nHinaTon,

-

\
'z 190 ITH STREET, S\ RETODWICR: ﬂ(l(l.n(llﬁ,.('ﬁ.

tn

O~

(3 V]

)

Lis

o

-

~)

-

.-

3

[

‘I

|

1
1
i

e S e e e R D

,n”f R

7 anscription of a tape recording which you believe your

husband to have done?

{ Mrs. Tarasoff. VYes.

Mr. Genzman. Do you have any indepencdent recollection of

this conversation aside from what appears on this document
labeled P-2?

Mrs. Tarasoff. No.

Mr. Genzman. I would next like to refer you to the docu-

ment labeled P-10 in the extreme lower right-hand corner. Do

you recognize this document?

Mrs. Tarasoff. It does not

This would be recognizable.

indicate much of anything but I would say it would be part

of his work.

Mr. Genzman. Would you say it would be more consistent

with his work rather than inconsistent?

Mrs. Tarasoff. It is consistent with his work, yes.

Mr. Genzman. Do vou have any independent recollection

this conversation other than what appears on the document

labled P-107

Mrs. Tarasoff. No.

Mr, Genzman. I would next like to refer vou to a document
labeled P-1. Do ycu recognize this document?

Mrs. Tarasoff. As his work, ves.

Mr, Genzman. Ara you saving then that this is a tran-
scription of 2 conversation which veour husband 212 in Maxico

Rreay o

o

R S
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city?

-

- Mrs. Tarasoff.

Yes.

Mr. Genzman. Do you have any independent recollection of

| this conversation other than what appears on the document

labeled P-12?

Mrs. Tarasoff. I don't.

No,

i Mr. Genzman. Do you have any recollection, other than e

‘what you have seen on these three documents, of any conversa-

iticns pertaining to Lee Harvey Oswald which either you or

'your husband may have been connected with?
‘4

f Mrs. Tarasoff. ©No. On these documents, no.

|
: Genzman.

Mr. Aside from what appears on these three

conver-

documents, do you have any indevendent recollection of

LR L a e s

sations dealing with Lee Harvey Oswald which were part of the

surveillance operation in Mexico City?

Mrs. Tarasoff. According to my recollection, I, myself,

‘have made a transcript, an English transcript, of Lee Oswalé
ltalkxing to the Russian Consulate or whoever he was at that time.

lasking for financial aid.

Now, that particular transcript does not appear here and

|
whataver hapoened to it, I do not know, but it was a lengthy

Franscript~and I personally did that transcript. It was a
i

lengthy conversation between him and someone at the Russian
Embassv.

M. convarsation was




(¥ 18 in = [ "

(202) $Sw-21348
~

2002y
) (n

n. C.

oM,

-
.

S U, REPORTERS BUTLDING, UASHTIMN
O ta

~

o

¥OSH BaAtyoay TeuotjeN eyy 3o sbuyptoy eysz wozxj paonpo:daa

.

T STRELET,
0

Inn

e way

. prs. ;ggggggﬁ. This conversation, I would say, at least
[covered a page and a half or two.

Mr. Genzman. Is it your recollection that the person
‘speaking identified himself as Lee Oswald?

Mrs. Tarasoff. He definitely identified himself as:hein

lLee Oswald.

Mr. Genzman. Referring to the document labeled P-1, f

!

-

s it possible that this is the conversation that you are

Mrs. Tarasoff. No. This would not be the conversation

i

! :
;recalling? ' +
i

|

‘

:that T would be recalling for the simple reason that this is

i1y husband's work and at that time probably the name didn't

| :

mean much of anything. But this particular piece of work +hat
]

T am talking about is something that came in and it was marked
1

as urgent.

i

i Mr. Genzman. Do you recall whether Lee Oswald or =ha ver-
[ wWhe

ison we you later determined to be Lee Oswald spoke in English

i
H .
Pr Russian?

Mrs. Tarasoff. English only.

Mr. Genzman. In summary, then, you are sayving that the

document P-1 does not appear to be the transcription of the

conversation vou are thinking of?

Mrs. Tarasoff. That is right.
Mr. Genzman 2ecause it speaks of broken Russian as
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Mrs. Tarasoff. That is right.
Mr. Genzman. Because it is shorter than the conversation

syou remember?

Mrs. Tarasoff. Yes.

2
k]

| Mr. Genzman. Because it is in your husband's style rather

than your style?

1
Mrs. Tarasoff. That is right.

Mr. Genzman. And bhecause there is no mention of Oswalé'sg

finances?

-

Mrs. Tarasoff. That is correct.

Mr. Genzman. Mrs. Tarasoff, earlier you spoke of .an

urgent request for a transcription-of a conversation. Could i

lyou -tell us the circumstances surrounding this urgent recguest?
Y -

! Mrs. Tarasoff. This urgent request either came fIrom the
i
i

barty that was doing the monitoring of the transcriots and
i
iit came through and when these reels are delivered to us, if

here is any recuest it is alsoc included with a == well, on a

._..;—_.‘r..;t..._.

,regular copv of the whole transcript, it would be included with
the reels, "In number so and so there is a conversation. Will

|

'&ou nlease handle this prior to anything other than what is on
|

!

T 13 g 2 st
T AL e

the sheet originally?”

Mr. Genzman. Do you recall the names. of the contact who

Mrs. Tarzsoff. This was written on a piece of paper and *
it was ~nclosed in wikh the resls. So, I would harxdly Xrow w0 |
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(the particular party was who requested this.

' J/ Mr. Genzman. What did you do after you received this

Py gy

request?

Tarasoff. We went ahead and transcribed whatever

Mrs.
swas on that particular reel in the space alloted or space
{designated. After it was transcribed, we contacted whoever

4
git was then.

They, in turn., came by and picked it up. Once

;it left our hands, we have no knowledge of what happened to it.

i
! Mr. Genzman., Was ycur contact the normal contact that

‘you used or was it a special contact?

Mrs. Tarasoff. It was our normal contact at that time.

Mr. Genzman. Were the circumstances unusual in any other

<
N

Mrs. Tarasoff. Such as what?

i
|
i
|
iwa
!
!
5
, Mr. Genzman. You have mentioned that an urgent request

was given to you in conjunction with this tape recording.

.i Here

Mrs. Tarasoff. No. It was just a request that this was

urgent and there were no other explanations as to why it was

the fact that you turned the transcript

unusual?

. e v
mNAYSS A
g v o

-
[OFON
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Then it would be up to the people at the

:gmbassy to decide whether it was or wasn't.
N
! s Mr. Genzman. Do you remember any other details of the

|conversation which you say involved Lee Harvey Oswald?

i Mrs. Tarasoff. Well, for one thing he was persistent
1in asking for financial aid in order to leave the country.

iThey were not about to give him any financial aid whatsoever.
éHe had also mentioned that he tried the Cuban Embassy and they
éhad also refused financial aid.

é Mr. Genzman. I believe you stated earlier that the person
Espeaking identified himself as Lee Oswald in the conversaticn?
Mrs. Tarasoff. Yes; he definitely did identify himself as
Oswald. | | |
On the basis of this identification were

Mr. Genzman.

able to infer that the person who spcke on September 28

was also Lee Oswald?

|

| Mrs. Tarasoff. Not listening to this pariicular tape or
the other one, I would not know whether it was the same party
|

br not.

1
|

1 Mr.® Genzman. In any of your connections with the Lee

|
Harvey Oswald case, and I am speaking specifically of your duti g

n the surveillance and operation in Mexice City, was there any

—

i SV

thing out of the ordinary asicde from that urgent reguest that
vou received?
Mrg. TaraisciF. Noi khers wasn't anythiiing out 02 the
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__ainary except they just asked that this was one thing that
they wanted transcribed as soon as possible and turned over to
them.

;ﬁ’Mr. Genzman. Were you at any time asked to do a compari-

son of voices; in other words, comparing two different types
to make an identification concerning Lee Harvey Oswald?

Mrs. Tarasoff. No. It would be a rare occasion for :

them to return a tape to us once it left our hands. Thexe
iwas never a comparison made for voices.
Mr. Genzman. Prior to the assassination of President

Rennedy, were you ever contacted by anyvone in Mexico City to

lexplain your connection with the Lee Harvey Oswald surveillance?§

i Mrs. Tarasoff. No.

Mr. Genzman. After the assassination of President

iwere you ever contacted to explain your connection with
1
|the Lee Harvey Oswald surveillance?

Mrs. Tarasoff. No.

.

L

’
‘ . Mr. Genzman. Did the CIA or the FBI or the Warner
|
i
!
%i

Commission or any other government body ever contact vou?

Mrs. Tarasoff. No; no one ever aporoached us in regard

¥
to this particular circumstance. i)
: Mr, Genzman. Other than stzaff members of this committee, °
z
‘has anyone ever approached you and asked ycu to explain your *
‘ _ . L _ .
knowladge concerning Lee Harvey Oswald and the surveillance :
oueraticons in Mexico Ciiv?
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. Mrs. Tarasoff. Yo, sir.

Mr. Genzman. Do you have any recollection of who your

! contacts were as part of the surveillance operations?

I
Mrs. Tarasoff. Well, we had so many different -- vou

jmean contacts at the period of all this?

Mr. Genzman. Yes.

: Mrs. Tarasoff. The first contact was[: ].

}Our second contzct, I don't remember his last name but I
N

1
ldo remember his first, which is Rudy.
4

Genzman.

Mr. Could you describe this individual whom

you believe was named Rudy?

Mrs. Tarasoff. Yes. He was fair complexioned and reced-

My

ing hairline. He more or less always wore a beice sort o

!
i
!
!
1
!
!
1
!
1
!
lcolored suit;

an average build, he was neither light nor

!heavy.

He was actually of Polish extraction. So yvou would

isay he had ro outstanding features, really.

Mr. Genzman. Do you recall his hair color?

Mrs. Tarasoff. Yes; he was a blond, what was lef: of it.

Mr. Genzman. Do you recall his height? Could you

stimate his height?

r

]
. Py
U S

Mrs. Taraso I would say he would be just a little

ﬁaller than what my husband is.
|

| Mr. Genzman. How tall is your husband?
s
3 Mrs. Tarasoff. rhink he is about five seven or sc, or ¢
: g II
six, abou:t that
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_-. Genzman. Do you recall the age of the individual

d T =

whom you believe was named Rudy?

s Mrs. Tarasoff. I would say Rudy at that time would have

ibeen in his 40°'s.
Mr. Genzman. Mr. Chairman, I have no further questions.
Mr. Preyer. Thank you. Mr. Sawyer.

Mr. Sawyer. I have one or two questions.

Do you recall any other subject that was covered in that

conversation that you transcribed other than the requests for

5Financial aid?
| Mrs. Tarasoff. That was his main purpose, sir, just
d

)
i

lgetting financial aid, because he had said that he was broke
?End he wanted to leave the country and he was seeking financial
R ’ .

| .

‘aid and he thought that contacting the Russian Embassy or

i

zEuban Embassy, I think, would be willing to finance his passage .

" ' . !
Fo wherever he wanted to go. There was nothing y~ the conver-

ation was a repetition of guestions and answers really, ané
P I q v

the party who spoke to him spoke in English, so there was
| Cmps . < . .
no difficulty in understanding either one of them as to what

|
|

they were saying to each other.
i

Mr. Sawver. As you recall it, the net effect was they

turned him down?
}

h
.
‘

b

; Mrs, Tarasoff. Yes; thev definitely turned him down.. In
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sawyer. Thank you.

&=

Mrs. Tarasoff. You are welcome.

s 3-SR

Mr. Preyer. I have no questions. Do you have any
%further questions?

| Mr. Genzman. No; I do not, Mr. Chairman.

: Mr. Prever. Thank.you, Mrs. Ta;asoff. We appreciate

i very much vour being here. We will excuse you at this time.

i Before we recess we have a orovision that on the conclu-

of the testimony of a witness, if the witness wishes to
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make any statement ahout his or her testimony or wishes to
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imake any clarifying remarks he or she would be recognized.
i

i

ﬂIf there is anything further you would like to add or comments
| . . -
iyou wish to make we will be gald to hear from you.
i

éafter so many years, to try to rely on memory alone makes
i

Mrs. Tarasoff. The only thing I have to say is that

iit rather difficult in not having other than these few docu-

|
ments to refresh your memory, it makes it a little difficult,

ﬁreally.
3 Other than that, I would say whatever I have said today
é%ere would be true to the best of my knowledge after so many
.&ears.

i Mr. Prever. Thank you. We aporeciate your testimony.

Mrs. TarasoffZ, I thank you.

Mr. Praver. The committee stands adjourned until 800
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