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-ICity Station cabled the information to Headquarters th e

following day, June 11, 1969 . 1056 /

The Committee has determined that the Central In-

telligence Agency's main interese!ln Oscar Contreras

was "to confirm that several of Garrison's allegation s

about involvement of anti-Castro Cubans, the CIA, etc . '

are false ." 1057/

	

After the CIA Mexico City Statio n

official's interview with Contreras 1058/ reveale d

nothing that could be useful to the agency, it decide d

to allow the FBI to follow the story through . 1059 /

Nonetheless, the Agency's Mexico City Station inter -

viewed the key witness, reviewed pertinent files an d

records about the witness in the Mexican government' . s

possession, and reported all the information to Head -

quarters expeditiously .

VII . Analysis of Lee Ha-rv-e%nOswald's Activ.ittet-4 n

Mexico Cityr

A . introd i .t en:

After the itarreli Lamm fission published its report

two very important r- ►ega 'ors related to _ee Harvey Os-

waid's activities in xe:zi-r tty came to the attention of

I

I

I

0

the United States irves. 'gw".'j.v'e agencies . In .1964 , Elen a
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Garro de Paz reported that she had seen Lee Harvey Oswald ,

accompanied by two other men, at a party at the home o f

Ruben Duran Navarro, the brother-in-law of Silvia Duran . 1060 /

In 1967, Oscar Contreras Larti gueo gportedl that ' he...me t

Lee Harvey Oswald on the campus of the National Autono-

mous University of Mexico . 1061 /

In addition, the testimony of the Warren Commission' s

primary witness related to Mexico City, Silvia Tirad o

Duran, has been called into question by the critic s

throughout the years . 1062/ Some of the information

that is inconsistent with Ms . Duran's original story- -

that .Oswald vis-ited the Consulate on two occasions whic h

were the only times she saw him--was available at th e

time of the Warren. Commission's inquiry although it wa s

ignored . 1063/ Some of the information has develope d

after the publication . of the Warren Report . 1064 /

The Garro and Contreras allegations, in conjunction

with the incamsi•stenctes of Ms . Duran's story raise three ma-

jor questiox . : (1)' did Lee Harkey Oswald or an imposte r

visit the Cutan Consulate in Mexico City? ; (2) othe r

than his visJts to the Cuban. C.onsd :ate, what were Lee Har-

vey Oswa=d ' s act*:xitt i es im ti;exicc City? ; and, (3) was

Lee Harvey vsN:el.d . travelliag ante in Mexico? Thes e
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three questions overlap somewhat in detail ; e .g ., if Os -

wald was not traveling alone, did one of his companion s

impersonate him at the Cuban Consulate? Nonetheless ,

each of tie three questions will be dealt with in separat e

sections below .

In an attempt to answer these questions the Hous e

Select Committee on Assassinations has : 1) interviewe d

Mexican 1065/ and Cuban citizens 1066/ who could have

knowledge of Oswald's visits to the Cuban Consulate ;

2) interviewed Mexican citizens 1067/ who could have know -

ledge of Oswald's activities and associations in Mexic o

City ; 3) conducted an extensive review-of the fifes o f

the Central Intelligence Agency and the *Federal Burea u

of Investigation that pertain to Oswald's sojourn i n

Mexico City . 1068 /

B . Did Lee Hamel, Oswald or an Imposter Contac t

the Cuban and Soviet Consulates in Mexico City ?

Lee Harvey Oswald himself probably visited the Cuban

Consulate at least once since his application for a Cuba n

instransit visa bears his signature . 1069/ Though th e

Cuban Consulate allowed visa applicant to take blan k
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applications out of the Consulate to be returned whe n

completed, 1070/ Silvia Duran stated she was certain tha t

Oswald signed the application in her presence . 1071/ Os-

wald's signature . on the Cuban'sa application, however ,

does not by itself rule out the possibility that someon e

impersonated Oswald in contacts with the Cuban and Sovie t

Embassies .

An analysis .of .the telephone conversations whic h

the CIA's Mexico City Station intercepted by tapping the
w

Soviet Consulate and the Soviet Military Attache's tele-

phone reveals that someone, later i dent i.fi ed. by the CIA as Oswald ,

visited the Cuban Consulate at least two times and th e

Soviet Consulate at least three times . 1072/ . On Septem-

ber 27, 1963, at 4 :05 p .m . Silvia Duran called the Sovie t

Consulate . In this conversation she referred to an Ameri-

can seeking an intransit visa to Cuba . 1073/ The substan-

tive information given indicates that she was discussin g

Oswald . 1074/ At this time the individual using Oswald' s

name already had been at the Soviet Embassy at least once ,

since Silvia requested the name of the Soviet Embassy offi -

cial who dealt with the American . 1075/ Silvia als o

stated that the American was, at that time, in the Cuba n

Consulate . 10761 At 4 :26 p .m . a Soviet Consular officia l
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returned Silvia Duran's call . 1077/ This official sta-

ted specifically that Oswald had visited the Soviet Con-

sulate . 1078 /

On September 28, 1963, at 11 :51 a .m . SilyiA Dura n

called the Soviet Consulate . 1079/ She put the American ,

later identified as Oswald, on the telephone . 1080/ Th e

American, who was at the Cuban Consulate at the time ,

said that he had just been at the Soviet Consulate . 1081 /

The conversation ended with the American stating that h e

was returning to the Soviet Consulate . 1082 /

Analysis of Silvia Duran's and Eusebio Azcue' s

testimony would tend to indicate that Oswald, or .someon e

impersonating him, visited the Cuban Consulate at leas t

one and possibly two additional times on September 27 ,

1963. Silvia Duran says that Oswald first visited th e

Cuban Consulate at approximately 11 :00 a .m . requestin g

an intransit visa to tuba with Russia as th$ ;. fina.l-, de-

stination . 1083/

	

Ms . Duran sent Oswald to obtain photo -

graphs that he needed for the visa application . 1084 /

Eusebio Azcue recalls that this visit probably occurre d

on the date on the visa application, 9/27/63 . 1085 /

Ms . Duran also stated that Oswald returned at ap-

proximately 1 :00 p.m . with four photographs . 1086/ Eusebi o
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Azcue also stated that the individual later identifie d

as Oswald returned to the Cuban Consulate about 1 :00 p .m .

with the photographs probably on "the date that appear s

on the application, that is to say on the 27th ." 1087 /

The Committee believes that there is a . possibility tha t

the argument between Azcue and the individual occurre d

during this visit . 1088 /

Ms . Duran stated that Oswald's third and las t

visit occurred in the late afternoon . after . working hour s

on, the 27th . 1089/ This visit is confirmed by the CIA' s

tap on the Soviet Consulate . 1090 /

In addition to the alleged Oswald visits to th e

Consulates, there were other telephonic contacts that ma y

have been between Oswald, or an imposter, and the Consu-

lates . 1091/

	

Several details about Oswald's visits t o

the Cuban Consulate, and telephonic contacts with bot h

Consulates suggest that the-.individual involved may no t

have been Oswald . .

Silvia Duran's description of Oswald did not re-

semble Oswald's true physical appearance . 1092/ Thi s

description, which appeared: early in the reporting of in -

formation obtained from Ms . Duran was deleted from subse-

quent reports and was not at all mentioned in the Warren
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Report . 1093/ (See Section V, C, for details .) Eusebi o

Azcue's description of Oswald was similar . to Silvi a

Duran's, but more detailed . 1094/ Perhaps the most re-

markable thing about .Zhese descriptions is their simi-

larity to Elena Garra de Paz' description of one of Os-

wald's alleged companions . 1095 /

Another possible indication that an imposter ma y

also have visited the Consulate is the 9/28/63 intercepte d

conversation . 1096/ Silvia Duran adamantly denies that Oswal d

or any other American visited the Cuban Consulate on Saturday ,

September 28, 1963 . 1097/ In light of the CIA intercep t

of thatdate, Ms . Duran has either lied to the Committe e

or the individual who visited the Consulate on Septembe r

28 was not Oswald . 1098/ Ms . Duran, in light of the in -

consistencies detailed in Sections V, C and VI, A above ,

may not be the most credible witness, but there are indi-

cations that she was truthful when she stated that Oswal d

did not visit the Consulate on September 28 . The Septem-

ber 28, 1963 conversation was linked to Oswald becaus e

of the marginal notations made by the CIA translator o n

the transcript . 1099/. . The translator noted on the trans -

cript that the caller spoke "terrible, hardly recogn i zabl e
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On October 1, 1963, a man called th e

Soviet Consulate and identified himself as "Lee Os-

wald ." 1101/ This man also stated that he had been a t

the Consulate on Saturday, =heir• 28th : 1102/ The transl a

-tor noted that this was the same man : who had called the

Consulate "a day or so ago" and had spoken in broke n

Russian . 1103/ From this information, and possibly a

voice comparison 1104/, the 9/28 caller was identifie d

as Oswald . 1105/ The problem with assuming that th e

caller on 9/28 and 10/1 was Oswald is that Oswald spok e

fllue t' Russian . 1106/ Granted, Ms . Duran's denial of

	

2

Cthe Saturday visit and the .proficiency-of the-caller' s

Russian is not sufficient evidence to conclude that th e

person who visited the Cuban Consulate on Saturday an d

who called the Soviet Consulate on Saturday and on Octo-

ber 1st was an imposter . Yet the information is suffi-

cient to question the assumption that it was Oswald ,

especially in light of Azcue's and Ouran's description s

and Elena Garro de Paz' allegation .

The Committee notes the possibility, but does no t

conclude, that the missing production from the puls e

camera and the LILYRIC base has something to do with the

	

=

possibility that someone inpersonatea Oswa :o in_Mexico .

r
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Three calls that also occurred early on Septembe r

27, 1963 may have been by an imposter . At approximatel y

10 :30 a .m. a man called the Soviet Military Attach e

looking for a visa .to Odessa and was referred td—the So

viet Consulate . 1108/ At 10 :37 a .m . a man called th e

Soviet Consulate and asked for a visa to Odessa . 1109 /

He was told to call back at 11 :00 . 1110/ At 1 :25 p .m .

a man called the Soviet Embassy and was told the Consu l

would return between 4 :00 p .m . .and . 5 :00 p .m . that day .

While only the callers' requests for a visa t o

Russia 1112/ (Odessa) connect these calls to Oswald ,

the HSCA believes that they do fit logically into a tim e

sequence created by what is known from testimony and th e

electronic intercepts about his actions on that day .

For example, the following is a reasonable possibl e

chronology of Oswald's actions .on 9/27/63 based on analy-

sis of the available evidence ; Oswald probably arrive d

in Mexico around 10 :00 a .m . on September 27 . 1113/ By

10 :30 Oswald had time to arrive at the Hotel del Comerci o

and to place a call to the Soviet Military Attache wh o

referred him to the Consul . 1/ The military attach e

also gave the caller directions to the Consulate . 1115 /
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During the 10 :37 a .m. call to the Consulate, the calle r

learned that he could contact the Soviet Consul at 11 :00

a .m . 1116/ This done, Oswald then visited the Cuba n

Consulate where he arrived around 11 :00 a .m ., on his way

to the Soviet Consulate . This meeting lasted only approxi-

mately fifteen minutes . .111 .81 . Oswald was then sent t o

obtain photographs and to the Russian Embassy to get th e

necessary Russian visa . 1119/ Oswald returned to the

Cuban Consulate around 1 :00 p .m . 1120/ At this point h e

had his encounter with Azcue and completed his application .

Oswald realized at this point that he would have problems

obtained the visas . 1122/ After this visit to the Cuba n

Consulate, which lasted approximately fifteen minutes 1123 /

Oswald tried to contact the Soviet Consul whom Oswal d

claimed had assured him that he would have no problems

obtaining a visa . 1124/ Hence, the 1 :25 call . 1125 /

During this conversation, Oswald learned that the Consu l

would be in that evening between 4 :00 p .m . and 5 :00 p .m . 1126 /

Oswald returned to the C•ab.a.n. Consulate at 4 :00 and Silvi a

Duran called the Soviet Coe,s .al on his behalf . 1127 /

Hence, the 4 :05 and. 4 :26 o ..m :. calls involving Duran . 1123 /

But there is a peeolec- with attributing the fi r s :

three . calls o 1 Seppre y

	

19 .63 to Oswald . The Coaversa -

(.iaSSi:taficn . .	 -	 -	 - • 	 ,.	
- J
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tions are all in Spanish . With the exception of th e
1129 /

testimony of Delgado, the evidence indicates that Os -
1130 /

wald did not speak Spanish.Hence, either the above

detailed calls were not--made by Oswald or Oswald coul d

speak Spanish .

There is not enough evidence firmly"to ,conclud e

that some one did impersonate Oswald in Mexico . On the

other hand, the evidence is of such a nature that th e

possibility cannot be dismissed .

1

When the Warren Commission wrote about Lee Harve y

Oswald's activities in Mexico City, it concluded :

The Commission undertook an intensive investi-
gation to determine Oswald's purpose and acti-
vities on this journey, with specific reference -
to reports that Oswald was an agent of the Cuba n
or Soviet Governments . As a result of its investi - 11gation, the Commission believes that it has been
able to reconstruct and explain most of Oswald' s
actions during this time .

By Saturday, September 28, 1963, Lee Harvey
Oswald had failed to obtain visas at bot h
the Cuban and Soviet Embassies . From Sunday ,
September 29, through Wednesday morning, Octo-
ber 2, when. he left ?iexico City on a bus boun d
fcr the United States, Oswald spsnt considerabl e
time poking his travel arrangements . sightseein g
and ceckfrtg again with the Soviet Embassy to 0 '' C~55~~tiO
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C . What were Lee Harvey Oswald's Activities i n

Mexico City ?
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learn whether anything had happened on hi s
visa application . 1131 /

Subsequent to the Warren Commission's Report ,

the allegations of Elena Garro 1132/ .and Oscar Contrera s

Lartigue 1133/ came to the attention of the Unite d

States investigative agencies . The main allegation o f

both these people, that they met Lee Harvey Oswal d

in Mexico City, remains to this day without direct corro-

boration . Yet the Committee feels that it cannot dis-

miss these allegations without 'giving them. any considera -

tion .

The testimony of Silvia Duran and the Cuban Consu-

late Officials Azcue and Mirabal place Oswald's las t

contact with the Cuban Embassy on Friday evening, Septem -

ber 27, 1963 . 1134/ The transcripts from the CIA's wire -

taps on the Soviet Consulate place Oswald's last visits _

to the Soviet and Cuban Consulates on Saturday morning ,

September 28, 1963 . 1135/ Oswald's last telephoni c

contact with the Soviet Consulate came on Tuesday, Octo-

ber 1, 1963 . 1136/ Oswald's activities on the days be-

tween September 28 and October 1 are not clearly recorded .

The Warren Commission speculated that he spent mos t

of this time sightsee in g acid making travel arrangements . 1137 /

2C= tI~~~
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It is entirely possible that Oswald did spend some o f

his time during this weekend sightseeing and making

_his travel arrangements . It is also entirely possibl e

that, after his failure to obtain his-visas on Saturdaq

September 28, that' ;Oswald did not give up completely '

and did attend a party where he would have come int o

contact with the Cuban Consular officials and, later ,

sought help from pro-Castro students .

It is entirely possible that Ruben Duran had a

"twist party" on September 30, or October 1 1138/ a s

Elena Garro has claimed . Ruben, Horacio, Lydia and Silvi a

Duran all admitted that they frequently had twist par -

ties in 1963 . 1139/ Only Silvia Duran recalled Elen a

Garro attending any of the "twist parties" at the Durans '

home . 1140/ She recalled Elena and Elena's daughter ,

Elenita, attending one twist party at Ruben's home i n

1963 . 1141/ The other Durans adamantly denied that Lees

Harvey Oswald had attended a twist party at one of thei r

homes . 1142 /

Many of the details of Elena Garro's allegation s

have not been, or cannot be, corroborated . For example ,

Elena ` _ allegation that some of the people who had bee n
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at the party were taken to Veracruz under the protectio n

of Governor Lopez Arias 1143/ has not been verified . Rube n

Duran denied that he had ever discussed the assassinatio n

with Elena Garro . 1144/ Eusebio Azcue denied that he -

had discussed President Kennedy with Emilio Carballido

at a party at the Durans' home as alleged by Elen a

Garro . 1145/ The Committee has not been able to verify

whether or not guards were posted outside of Elena' s

home in 1963 as she claims .

But other details of Elena's story are very credi -

bl'e . Perhaps the most striking is the suggestion tha t

Oswald's relationship with Silvia Duran was more exten -

sive than just the business contacts in the Cuban Consu-

late . 1146/

	

Another detail is the manner in which Elena' s

allegations were handled, and the manner in which thi s

Committee's attempts to•investigate those allegation s

have been frustatred . Ill

In 1965 Elena Garro reported that Silvia Dura n

had been Oswald's mistress while he was in Mexico City . 1148 /

In 1967 this report was confirmed by a CIA agent wh o

talked to Silvia Duran . 1149/ The CIA Station did no t

consider the information significant and told the agen t

to end his contact with Ms. Duran . 1150/ If that informa -

Cassif

	

1
2000'363

	

f j•

	

s 1

	

Ccruaii.d by derivation:

0
0

A
0

E

0
0



' Alum/

	

Amur Amp-

Classification:

tion is accurate, then that Silvia invited Oswald to

a party would not have been surprising . Silvia Dura n

admitted that the Mexican police had questioned her o n

this point but denied that she had had an affair wit h

Oswald . 1151/ Ms . Duran denied'having any extra-marita l

affairs while she was married to-Horacio Duran . 1152 /

This denial is not consistent with evidence of her reputa-

tion at the Cuban Consulate . A CIA penetration agen t

there reported to his case officer that all that woul d

have to be done to recruit Silvia Duran, whom he referre d

to by using the Spanish word for whore, would be to ge t

a blond blue-eyed American into bed with her . . 1153 /

There is also CIA information that indicates that Silvi a

Duran had an affair with a Cuban Ambassador to Mexic o

in the early 1960's .1154 /

The HSCA attempted to interview the-CIA penetra-

tion agent about Ms . Du,un. 1155/_ An interview with the _

agent was also desired so as to•attempt to verify whethe r

Elena Garro had created a disturbance at the Cuban Embassy.

on November 23, 1963 . 1156/ The Committee's attempt s

to interview this agent were frustrated . 1157 /

Ms . Garro's claim that she stayed at the Hote l

Vermont was verified by the Mexico Litz LegaliAtache on .
10 nrnf -'straetti! -
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October 13, 1966 . 1158/ Ms . Garro claimed that she ha d

been held there by Manuel Calvillo whom she believe d

worked for the Mexican Ministry of Government . 1159 /

In 1963, Mr . Calvillo was an unwitting asset of the Centra l

Intelligence Agency . 116d/

	

Ms . Garro claimed that sh e

told Mr . Calvillo her story on November 23, 1963 . 1161 /

Y,et the CIA Mexico City Station did not receive a repor t

from Calvillo on this matter until November 24, 1964, th e

same day that Elena first told her-story to American of-

ficials . 1162/ For these reasons it was felt tha t

Manuel Calvillo could well be a key to determining th e

veracity of Ms . Garro's story . The Committee's attemp t

to interview Mr. Calvillo were also frustrated .

There is also circumstantial corroboration of Ms .

Garro's allegations regarding June Cobb Sharp . For exam-

ple, Ms . Cobb was indeed a CIA agent and she did fil e

the first report of Ms . Garro's story . 1164/ It sl'oul d

be noted that this first report was accurate in its detai l

in that Ms . Garro's story remained essentially the sam e

in subsequent repetitions . Ms . Garro claimed that sh e

kicked Ms . Cobb * out of her house . 1165/ There is a nota-

tion on Ms . C:bb's report that she was not able to re g ai n

20OO96
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access to Ms . Garro . 1166/ The Committee attempted t o

obtain an interview with 'Mt . Cobb, but was once agai n

frustated . 1167 /

Reviewing the manner in .which the CIA Me*i•aco City

Station and the Legal Attache's office in Mexico Cit y

handled Ms . Garro's allegations reveals that, at best ,

her allegations were handled in an irresponsible manne r

because they were dismissed after a superficial investi-

gation . The first report that came to the CIA was mis-

filed and forgotten . 1168/ The Legat, after talking to

Elena, dismissed her story after interviewing one perso n

whom she said may have been at the party . 1169/ Th e

manner in which the official American community handle d

Charles Thomas' reporting is detailed in Section VI, C ,

11, above . Mr. Thomas .speculated in 1969 about why Ms .

Garro's story had been largely ignored by the American -

offici.Als in Mexico : .

It would appear that whereas the FBI ha s
discounted the Elena Garro-allegations ,
the CIA is still considerable'disturbed
by them. The CIA may not have pressed fo r
further investigation, however, for a num-
ber of reasons : 1) considering the sensi-
tive overlap and subtle competition betwee n
two intelligence collecting agencies, i t
had to yield to the FBI's clear jurisdic-
tion ; 2) there are obvious corp l i cati c !l s
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and 4) some of the people appearing i n
the Elena Garro scenario may well be agent s
of the CIA . Under the circumstances i t
is unlikely that any further investiga-
tion of this matter will ever take plac e
unless it is ordered by a high officia l
in Washington . 1170 /

The Committee attempted to locate Elena Garro .

Although the Committee established telephonic contac t

with Ms . Garro, the Committee was totally frustrate d

in this aspect of its investigation, but yet believe s

that there is a possibility that Lee Harvey Oswald di d

attend a twist party at the home of Ruben Duran .

The Committee also considers it possible tha t

Lee Harvey Oswald contacted pro-Castro students at th e

National Autonomous University of Mexico (Universida d

Nacional Autonoma de Mexico, hereinafter UNAM) as claime d

by Oscar Contreras Lartigue . 1172/ Silvia Duran admitte d

that she had told Oswald of two ways in which . he coul d

get a Cuban visa : 1) he could get an intransit visa b y

first obtaining a visa to anothe r Communist country suc h

as Russia ; 2) he could obtain a regular Cuban visa b y

knowing someone in Cuba who woula vouch for him . 1173 /

2e003'.'
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It is possible that after Oswald's attempts to obtai n

a visa by the first method were frustrated on Saturday ,

September 28, that he made one final effort to locat e

someone trusted by the Cuban Consulate to vouch for

him .

There is no direct evidence about how Oswal d

could have learned of the pro-Castro group at UNAM .

There is a possibility that Ernesto Leffeld Miller ,

a.friend of the Durans who borrowed Horacio's car often

took Lee Harvey Oswald to the campus of the Nationa l

Autonomous University . On the days when ' Lee Harvey Os-

wald allegedly visited the Consulate, .Mr . Miller did also .

It is possible that Silvia Duran asked him to escort

Oswald to the campus . Mr. Miller denied having eve r

met Oswald . 1174A/ Oscar Contreras says that Oswald -

first contacted him as .he was leaving a round-table dis-

cussion at the school of philosphy . 1174/ It is known

that, in 1963, the Durans were close friends with th e

Chairman of the Philosophy Department at UNAM, Ricardo

Guerra, who held seminars on Kant, Hegel and Marx in th e

Durans' home . 1175/

	

It is possible, if Silvia Duran ha d

more than just a purely business relationship with Gswa ;c ,
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that she referred Oswald to one of Guerra's Marxis t

seminars in his search for help . Unfortunately ,

Contreras does not name who headed the round table dis-

cussion at which he met Oswald . 1176/ Silvia Dura n

denie d .that she referred Oswald to anyone for help . 1177 /

Ricardo Guerra is presently the Mexican Ambassador t o

East Germany and was not available to the Committee

for an interview . On both of the Committee's trips t o

Mexico, - the Mexican Government told the Committee tha t}
Mr. Contreras would be made available for an interview .

The interview never occurred . 1178/ Although the Com -

.

	

•mittee's attempt to investigate Mr . Contreras' allega t -
tion met largely with frustration, the allegation ca n

not be dismissed .

D . Was Lee Harvey Oswald alone while he travelle d

to Mexico?

	

.

0
e

0
0

0 :
0

The Warren Commission concluded that Lee Harvey Os -

wald travelled alone while he was in Mexico . 1179 /

All of the witnesses, with the exception of Elena Garr o

de Paz who stated that Oswald was accompanied by tw o

"beatnik looking boys " 1180/ at ►Ruben Duran's party ,

have stated that when they saw Oswald in Mexico he was
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alone . Although the American authorities did not handl e

the Elena Garro allegation properly, the Committee doe s

not believe that it can readily dismiss Ms . Garro' s

allegation that Oswald had a companion in Mexico in ligh t

of: 1) the corroboration of details of Ms . Garro's story;1181 /

2) the possibility that someone impersonated Oswald i n

Mexico 1182/ and 3) the similiarity in the description o f

Oswald by Ms . Duran and Mr . Azcue and the description o f

Oswald's companion by Ms . Garro . 1183 /
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