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SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

JUNE 28, 1967




ORLEANS PARISH GRAND JURY
. PROCEEDINGS OF

__JUNE 28,1967 -

pREgEm: MR, JIM GARRISON, ' DISTRICT ATTORNEY. B

'MESSRS,. ALVIN OSER, JAMES ALCOCK, RICHARD BURNES, .

..o ANDREW SCLAMBRA AND WILLIAM MARTIN, ASSISTANTS
" o 'i'MEMBERS OF THE ORLEANS PARISH. GRAND JURY

) i,-uw’

o B SPECIAL INVESTIGATION

LRS-

-

WITNESS:

?ﬂlEUGENE?C;;iAVIS-(GENE DAVIS)

‘u,;w_lReported by.. BRI

-*. .Maureen B. Thiel, Eees
-_Secretary, Orleans SR
az;Parish Grand Jury




’ R 'GENE -DAVIS, after being duly sworn by the Foreman of the Orleans
~ Parish Grand’ Jury, was questioned and answered as
follows. : - R

" MR. ALCOCK'_:--~

State your name please a;f

j.A; Eugene c. Davis.5; 

Whereﬂdo you 1ive? ,

?ﬂ7AF 522 Dauphine St.z

d,_?é; How long have you been:a resident of Orleans:Parish?
A

; I couldn t say exadtly \but;IfhEV”f;f_-

. JHow old are you?

.> S

. ho years old. . "~

L. Where are you employed?

B own a bar. Lo ' Cu
. Wherefis thatf |

. 704 Iberville

; HOW 1ong have you owned that bar? 31-77?.;w AT

o Since January l.JJ:'

. What 19 thea amefof the; ar?

4'df44 Wanda s Bar.%ﬁgqggafi‘
?fiQ;. Have you owned any other bars before that?{f7;f’

'9..1'Havejjon_worked in;ahjfothér¥§ars}pefotefthat§

?‘Qf Where? s’} B ;-ffie“ }:;f f%ﬁnofi'ih

A The Court of the Two Sisters,



”*fQ'Q;fx'Could You approximate the time?

”ﬁAﬁ*Nosh31<mnt.i-f‘fff -o:j,;%ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬂ;ﬁ'"ﬁﬁ

ysMbre than 5 years ago?

;Miss Tannenbaum was the general

f manager and I'was her assistant.r

:‘f;5 6,{;’Did you do any bartending during this time?

BRIt you work in any other bars?

f,,}A; : I worked at the Rendevouz, which is the barroom before the,-

‘1”Red Garter which is in the 600 block of- Bourbon.‘A

How;long_did you work in the Rendevouz?

% Julia Levy.

5 Qfo?“:Iﬂ Your business did you ever have occasion to meet Dean %' '

fi'Andrews?




/7»counter and work on some books'~-

ﬂ;fwoman he drank,with moat of th jtime.-}jf{”fﬁig

A,oWell, I don t think he would ever hurt m@-v I.ﬁEVéfu§;d€vf;
. him on a few cases. business cases. ‘;ff:v~-' |

;;What kind of cases?

'o‘of the case for us. It Wasn t tQOAmuch,o a bon

' Who is your attorney now’

l Wray c;111

’ 3.;

1*Sometimes he had “a stack of books, place them on. the

and buy a coke for the }i;?

,iThat was the Rendevoux*Bar?

L s

s ...(‘

‘-One time the Rendevouz got raided, there Were a coup1e~of :

: »MP s, one of each branch came in the door, in the early

hours of the morning, somebody made“asremark at one of them

and they go-out and they bring tha;poli aok, and they




“At ;He coﬁe here‘to the door with me,

ﬁl.Q‘ _bHave you ever used Dean Andrews to parole or get any

“_fﬁone out of jail for homosexuality charges? |
i:q}A;-f.If I did I don t know about 1t I won't say for sure .

L

‘4ﬁ?;§oause am not positive, but I don t think I ever did

.'9¥ff%Q}i”7Wha;.was your legal relationship with Dean Andrews as your =
- r;_attorney? What kind of cases did Iua handle for you?

ii;Well I had - now this wlll take a little time, but I will

feXplain how I used him. I have been taking care of a colored

s woman in the French Quareers for 15 years, maybe 16 or: l7

. e " she 16 94 years old and she 15 on her death bed right now.
T dﬁ_hﬁThis woman wanted to fix the prOperty where it would be Ior;joiv
:"'-me when she died andﬁg;ew'up wills and fixed the property 7
1through another party, I don t know who ‘he 13, and he - fixedr

fy it up where I would be taken care of Then in the event

k 7anything 'ver_happened_to her because she is an old colored;;'ﬁ .

'rews in
\ K 3
f;ithat case. Now, one more case I used him.in, I had a.\K?rY \
s £ R oy

. \ B
friendﬂ he was killed in -an automobile accident in N
T \.-u

&can t get up out of bed That is why I used DeanvAn




mother came to me and asked me would I get her an attomey :

- or help her to get someone to see about the parties who

 ;2 k111ed her son;'she'had noﬁmoney, no place to live, 80" I

.say for sure .

-:Have 'you ever used'-an alias?

,Eugene Davis has been mybname 51nce the, day vaas born.




’il_Never}in my life._ No sir.
;Clemyor.01ay Bertrand?

v_‘-.":,l" make"'the samg statement now, NBC had the program on

Have you ever used the name of Clem Bertrand?

':,fNever, never in my whole life._

:ﬁiHave?you ever used the name of Clay Bertrand?

e - you. are"ﬂ SR
have any idea how the rumors started that/either T S

”'-3i;believe I told you all in the office a while ago and I

.;the air the other night and a day or two after that, maybe 5f5‘ b

:;the next day, the statement was they said there was going :g;f; '

\

’ﬁ“flito be a well known homosexual in the French Quarter named

_ﬂffNow could it be the guy at Regent Grove, the guy at Dixie S,

f’f*fhave to. ayythat Ihwas Clay Bertrand because t

'fffoundation to that at a11
:’No, never.

“ No sir, never.~v

'_could 1t be the guy at Lafitte In Exile - they started naming Tﬁ*i;
k ﬁthem 811 bY name but I can't recall - and then 1 saidwe11

'Cfmaybe they come to Gene Davis, the best one of a11 and they

,:fﬁpicked me-out.. Now that s the only angle they could ever 5yl}fjglf

o You have never told anyone that you are Clay or Clem Bertrand? o

s

You have never used that name, either of them?

f‘Has anyone ever talked to you ‘as a possibility of using you }? o

Jas being identified as either Clem Bertrand or Clay Bertrand?“aL3;




A, No sir, never.

| ng-;Have you ever talked to Dean Andrews about about this: matter?'"

s A He has discussed 1t on several occasions on the telephone, el

PO ]

"_:‘_;_:as far aa me ever talking or saying anything about it

.-'-A'i_,[:_- -"::I-’refused to discusa-it. I said, »1 don_t want to hear any

‘8 ed the receiver on him 1,

Q. »_"._:D:Ld anyone ever atcuse you of ‘.being:';CIay Bertrand? o |

A.I had__a :birthday party 1n, "my barreom onc

Q. Which barroom was that‘? PRI

A ’Wanda s Bar, 704 Iberville, and "‘”'e bar was: packed to the

' "‘twalls, and there was a radio axmpuncer, ;T on! t lmow What

: istation he was on, his name, I can"’ 'give you his name cause I :
'asked my attorney, and 1t is permi.SSible, his name 1s Earl
) Hannan, made the statement, very loaded drinking very heavy,

N ‘and he said well, there is Clay Bertrand

F'S cn'oo

qQ _;;;.And 'he pointed at yeu?

_"-f;.over very angrily to him and told him don't you ever make -

ithat statement again because somebody might take it serious".-':.--'i e

and;I:, would be 1n & lot of trouble.v That s the only time o

. .its ever been held up to me exce ‘t' '"fa} d L or two afterwar ds

%two men from ‘the FBI came and asked me-.if T would come have

'some coffee with them.




'fe You remember their names7

-------

eiNo, I don t remember their names._That's something I am

'njlvery bad at, remembering names.A

' Does:the name Regis Kennedy ring a be11 to_you?

‘wencup of tea.. And the man said to me;again;have you ever

_nehad another name besides Eugene Davis and I said no sir, i ﬂ:.:

o

i_.never had._ 1 said Eugene C. Davis or. Gene Davis is all the )

f’name I ever had and you can ‘see in a11 the arrests I ever F

":ff:had that is the only name I ever had, I used to always use -

"_QhEugene C. but I lived at 630 Bourbon Street next door, -about

' vi'ifour doors from the Rendevouz and there was an apartment _

iihouse there and the people would crawl over the fence and V:;i,;L“if

ou_kn‘w.Monk Zelden?



have told you who;he _as. I didn t know

\'~u533dayt1me.5 But for myself




® | AT
v; Q.;_gThese FBI agents you said you talked to, did they say

o how they got your name? | '>A o il
R A}tJ:They said they got 1t from a reliabie seuree, that two or

7-.thxee people were in discussion of well known characterS‘AVV

‘\ﬂh;fin the French Quarter, homosexuals, and they tried to pin

'fi;; t é ”ﬁfeb y rlea to p1n 1t aown to me because I

ahﬁa;?have been assoeiated with gay bars all my life.;v

.j;Did they mention the NBC program?

xﬁ_é;No, that part waen t brought up at ;11 The only thing they léf
s r;}f:ae hsaid to me ‘was did you hear the broadcast? I said 1 sure
'l'fh};igi;i;:did. If there 13 anything, gentlemen, that I knew that could |
L "A help-this man An his investigation 1'a be the first one to

atell him.A Believe me I would. Members of his staff will

R te11 you, its on record, they have come to. me many times

”*Qfand I have cooperated with them and helped them in many ways ..:}f

GARRISON°

'".f1;¥A5§ngndﬁ1f b thought for a minute there was some littlefflaw in
L ;this case that 1 could give them I would be the first one

:aet;m;to go to Mr. Garrison, because I don t think Mr. Garrison'”’

&ffhas ever hurt me as I know of and T don! t think he ever will.f'f-

'r as. Dean Andrews, I don t want them using me as a black P
: ‘::phﬁsheep, whatever it is. I'm not going tO be a bladk Shﬁepv

: ~t”’:-‘but; they have never said to me in any way. shape or form, J"-



' has this ‘man said to me that I was going to. be picked

ito be this Clay Bertrand he didn t, and I would'be :he

‘ki"ﬁfirst one to tell Mr. Garrison. and say;you :Otta“help?\i"z

“?agme this man 13 trying_to pin this deal on?me.

5°f '53, the:cali was anonymous and he sai_ something’tokiﬁ

': me about Oswald coming dround the homosexua,. and peddled~Ti5"J

‘ =3 ?'himself to homosexualﬂ. And he had spen : nj_ght with Oswald};jj"_"t
fin a 1ow class;hotel on. lower St. Charles Street. He said
“Know

V]_that a person by the name of Gene Davis wcﬁld/all -about -

5?it and ha worked‘ cfwanda s Bar. Do you know who that must

.I take care of,

A right across the street 1s 509"and him -and



. 12. .

e two old ladies used to get in and out of a car during 115

the"';",Vears he. lived there. now 39 f°r seeing anything -~ t

_'Cour, fand I wasn t home. | I couldn‘t say but:

and I would see him and two elderly women get :l

.\z..

'>Ablack car.: 1 didntt know his name then -’1~d1dn £ know

N ,'.he was Clay Sha"'
. Q* | Can You describe that ‘car for us?- S S
| o A. vIt was é big. long, black car, that's all .I can-“tell you-
- ‘Tl-_:-It m:l.ght have been a Cadillac, 1t might ha"e been a Chrysler,,;_t_-f-' g
"1 don t knoW what j_t is, I know a Volkswagen and the little
. _"cars.' | | } ' .

RE :::;:”'Do you:.*lmow who the car belonged to?

"He drove' it‘.

w‘.“ N

Qo ‘.A_"-YA_'Did you ever see the car parked anywhere;
A. :'It parked right in front of the house.

Q ’VWhich house are you talking about?

. e ébldi:’éd"iédyff take care of 1ives. .j;;._ |

Nheniare ycu talking about,_whac time,f"




_,13’

A;?til couldn‘t say what year now. It would be foolish to ::

"_~say 1929-30, cause I don t know.' This was before he movedi;

Q.
ﬁo;jl would say_lz_oh 14 years_ago, Clay Shaw-was living at

w f,dg,__

1No chauffeux driving?

olDo you: know who the two elderly women were”f¢;

'Clay Shaw lived there when I first: moved to 522 Dauphine, o

Is that theiiast time you sav this car’

“F:tln‘t attempt to say because I don't know.tff"'

=,'N°’ he was driving and the two elderly women got 1nithe back.:""

Do they still live at the same address? _
“;,No, the property has been sold twice since then.t:i"‘

A Did you ever live at 1209 Dauphlne St.

. "If.A.

When Dean Andrews cllled _you. about 1dentifying you as Clay
Bertrand how long ago was this?

He never called me about that discussion._?:_ff‘ofi e




= '. Ao

| tf'and talk to you further.

. I didn t.want to hear any part of it and I hung the

Ay ";,?How 1ong ago was t:hat?

ﬁ”ﬁ"Shortly after when he was brought up before Mr Garrison .

if,times, the papers are full of it every day.:;

TN

No, I mean veor

7_*By.any;of thefpeOple in it? No sir.

'Now, I don t know. I m not going to say which because I don t know.;
- Did the FBI say they would come back and talk to you further? "
*_Yes, they said they would talk to me 1'

‘-,{limr..carrison '8 probe is completed we wou1d like to come back -

Aand the Grand Jury and he wanted to knOWfTI7don t know

'if it was the first or. second time, and he;wanted to know |

fNow you said Clay Bertraw - is the name Bertraw or Bertrand?

14,
What kind of discussion did he call you about?

Dean Andrews called me to discuss the situation. I said

phone up.

f_was Clay Bertrand ever in ‘your barroom, or any of your -
o places that you ever worked. I told him I don t even |
“?;iwant,to discusa1it. _Cause I don't even'kuow who Clay 1“'5"}~'.:
© Bertrand 1s. - R

Have you ever heard the name Clay’Bertrendhin=anY“of'your'

places? -

Ifhaye not; Since this trial come up we haye'heard it many

'r. They said after f;:7*4*




. You say you have come to know Clay Shaw betzer since his
5ﬁgindictment, what do you mean by that? ,4;~ S

’FfNo, 1 said‘I;;now him through the pApers, that ia the only T

15,

;Did Dean Andrews ask you to testify for him in his
:_upcoming trial. L

.tN He has never mentioned it to me..‘

-ﬂ; way I know him 1 have never spoke one word to Clay Sh&w in my 11f91

&

rmay know him, Mr. Garrison, by the name'of_Eug?

Do you know Eugene Ernest Davis? | 'x”}f¥f3‘ t?!*}%13”;j ‘ ; ;%f

, we have a record of Eugene Ernest Davis at 1309~Dauphine,vﬁf*:‘.

, ;you don t know him’ He lives next door to Clay Shaw.” _
fNo- do you have a picture of him, I might be able to identify |

| him.. There is supposed to be another lawyer 1n this tqwn, you

’fDo you know theﬁlawyer? When I first moved*to




" to anybody from a radio station.- The only peopIe I

ever talked to would be the two ‘men’ ‘ﬁiﬁJiﬁGarrison 8"

: office.. Anytime they come to me I would cooperate with

them on anything they wanted to know.
’t{;jé;ﬁ Mr. Davis. where were you born? i
**I'A;‘ In a 11tt1e tOWn, Bellwood Pa. Inf‘la,
| But I was raised in the south mostly because m& parents

moved down here end I stayed down here allqmy ’i_e;ever .

since., I have never been back since.»f» S

iQ; : What year were you born?

54;;;A:' ’I am 40 years old. I will be 41 July 8th

?fa{QQ What year?
-fAﬁff Well 1 am 41 years old. |
e Q- You don't recall the date of your birth? R

oAl Its on my drivers license.

*”‘Ybu say you: 1ive at 522 nauphine se.?

%;ﬁfWhat is your birth date on. your drivers license? -

*'Vﬁauly 8, 1924 - 1 would be 43 years old.j?if5 5

“?,f inu say you never spoke to Clay Shawv Wil you tell us whof iaf;f
Eﬁyou spoke to about the Clay Shaw case, or who spoke to you J:{

"1séfabout 1t?

liiThe only person as I said before woul be.Earl Hannan came

¢ M7¢gin'andthe worked for a radio station and I heard him at a




17.

.time when the headlines on the papers and things like ”;

G

'=»fhis investigation. :

Q;:V”What were the names of the FBI agents? -

.

l'A;_i That I eould not tell you. |

| f_ Q. Q;Did they have credentials of- FBI or from Sou_hern‘Research3 .

Corporation? * |
Q. Southern Research Corporation.

“Ele From the FBIc

1"51?_Did you ever talk to anyone else about thi;

A
Q
A About the Clay Shaw matter?
A;;f Yes.‘fjf';:;b' 3f' E

A

A, Never, never. 4

Fe];Any defense lawyers ox any °f their investig ors




18."

‘and it said FBI and under it had the name, now I don't

recall“whether“it-had a picture or not. R don t think

" they did It was a big FBI right across the 11tt1e bitty

f?T'

A,

S
_ A.'

A.

o

A
R | Q.{t

AQ,Q,w

"Q;

: New Orleans on January 8 1967? ;1;_W

ﬁ police you were from?

522 Dauphine _
Where you were ‘born? What place? \g
-Alexandria7 b 5 e V}gige
Why Alexandria? faf,l.bb R klefibﬁ.:bit.'{\ix‘

black border like the Police.

Can'youwtell us whether or not. you'

Yes sir, I was.

For allowing obsenity and alcoholic beverages on the placef...f?;

| Yes, sir I was.-

| We do not want to. go into the fact, however, at the time of ;*3’

your arrest, when you were booked where did you tell the

Because I lived there one time.l.b _if':':7it¥f°1if‘ Y
How about Atlanta, Ga ? o B ;._ 1'ff'£f'_ﬁ~\

‘I have been to Atlanta, Ga. quite a few times._ Back and

Maybe I did
If I told you the booking sheet showed Atlanta, Ga? .

It could be, I am not going to. saY no.jﬁf%i;"

*'Why d1d you tell them Atlanta, Ga.

‘\3 : "
forth but r don" t think T would give that as my birthplace. ;~:i




= Because I was nervous like 1 am ncw._ And~its"omething5‘"'
told them I was;4 5years old I am. no going
'Jf7~anything. We were all nervous and shookup.

Tave been in.talking about it? LA

19,

when you go before the police, you get nervou
I see. I guess like when you told" the police
was July 8 1926.=-3 ; ' -

Wall, I didﬁfﬁzhave;my wallet with me

Have yku:heard the name Clay Bertrand used? ox ClemﬂBertrand?'-f'



JUROR'

Qii Did yox ever attend any of these weddingsu‘u“'
say weddings? B ' :
. A, Never; never.  ;€;{uf

Q. Have you ever been married?g;i_””~" -

A, _A Yes. .

LQ;' .Chfldren?‘w

Ais the truth

MR. GARRISON:

‘Do you have a gen?. .

_ A, Yes.



{Do‘you have a

4 fDO you have a’

3'They write it down.x They jon




hJ:iawell known homosexual bars 1n the French Quarter. ;,:f,~ »mé'-
*”’;this har?

"Are you the licensee of this bar?
:rYes, I am ; |
?Your'name.is onhthe lioense?hf

Eh Yes, Eugene C. Davis. '}v

icDo you own the bar? o

(Inaudible)

*ngo you have homosexuals in the bar’

::;i(Inaudible)

1 understand but they frequent your bar?

: Yes._ They frequent nearly every bar in- theCit'”“
‘VAt the Rendevouz Bar. That was years"ago’

- with his law books andrlay down on the end_ and

_come with some girl - she could have been maybefz

fThis bar you have now at 704 - has Dean Andrewsfﬂver been iné,,*

fh-You said you ve been thick with the gay boys? i

would say there are some peOple who are: not homosexuals also.

:You said Dean.Andrews ceme to your bar?iﬁ”

'_?;f- or a dike or somebody like that - at that time there were

‘-_'.s ..

I think maybe a: time or two, yes, in the year that I have







A,
SELA ~~a‘jRanﬂevouz.j'

Q. ‘What is the difference?

?lfirst to coma'_o you.

. And I would appreciate it




with it.

MR GARRISON'

Qo'

attend to her.v

Thankjyou_geﬁtlémen[>




1 ‘certify ‘that




