Mr. SpecTeR. Could that missile have traversed Governor Connally’s chest
without having him know it immediately or instantaneousiy?

Commander HuMEs. I believe so. I have heard reports, and have been told
by my professional associates of any number of instances where people re-
ceived penetrating wounds in various portions of the body and have only the
sensation of a slight discomfort or slight slap or some other minor difficulty
from such a missile wound. I am sure he would be aware that somethmé
happened to him, but that he was shot, I am not certain.

Representative Foro. Would that have been the potential reaction of the
President when first hit, as shown in 3857

Commander HUMES.‘ It could very easily be one of some type of an injury—
I mean the awareness that he had been struck by a missile, I don't know,
but people have been drilled through with a missile and didn’t know it,

Mr. SpECTER. Dr. Humes, under your opinion which you have just given us,
what effect, if any, would that have on whether this bullet, 399, could have
been the one to lodge in Governor Connally’s thigh?

Commander Humes. I think that extremely unlikely. . The reports, again
Exhibit 392 from Parkland, tell of an entrance wound on the lower midthigh of
the Governor, and X-rays taken there are described as showing metallic frag-
ments in the bone, which apparently by this report were not removed and
are still present in Governor Connally’s thigh. I can't conceive of where they
came from this missile. )

Representative Forp. The missile identified a's Exhibit 399.

Commander HUMES. 399, sir.

Mr. SpecTER. Doctor Humes, would you have ar opinion as to whether the
wounds on Governor Connally’s wrist and thigh were caused by the same
‘bullet?

Commander HUMEs. In reading the description of the fragmentation ‘that
was found, fragments were found in the wrist, one fragment was found im-
bedded in his femur, I would feel it was definitely within the realm of pos-
sibility that the same missile could have produced both of those injuries.

Mr. SpecreR. Those are all my questions, Mr. Chief Justice.

The CHAIBMAN. Are there any other questions? If not, thank you very
much, Commander. You have been very helpful to us, indeed.

Commander HuMEs. Thank you very much, sir.

The CEAIRMAN. Thank you.

Mr. SPECTER. Commander Boswell.

Mr. McCroy. May I ask one more question?

The CramMaN. Of course you may. .

Mr. McCroy. Earlier in the afternoon we had taken out of cellophane bags
here the clothing of the President.

Commander HuMEs. Yes, sir.

Mr. McCroy. And amongst them was the shirt.

Commander HuMEs. Yes, sir.

Mr. McCroy. From your examination of the wounds, of the defects, I guess
You would call it in the shirt

Commander HUMES. Yes, sir. _

Mr. McCroy. Would you from examining the tissues of that shirt bave any
conclusions as to how that wound, how that missile passed through the shirt?
Was it from the rear to the front, or from the front to the rear?

Commander HuMEs. As 1 examined that exhibit today, sir, the threads are
fragmented and distorted in such a_fashion which would indicate to me that
the missile passed through the shirt from the rear to the front. L
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_[{. i+~ TESTIMONY OF COMDR. J. THORNTON.BOSWELL, MEDICAL CORPS,
" — U.S. NAVY LT

The CHAIRMAN. Commander Boswell, will you raise your right hand and be
sworn, please?

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you give before this Commission will
be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
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Commander BosweLL. I do, sir.

The CrARMAN. Be seated, please.

Mr. SpecTeER. Will you state your full name for the record, please?

Commander BosweLL. J. Thornton Boswell, Commander, Medical Corps, U.S.
Navy.

Mr. SpecTER. What is your profession?

Commander BoswELL. Physician.

Mr. SPECTER. And where did you obtain your medical degree. please?

Commander BoswELL. At the College of Medicine. Ohio State University.

Mr. SPECTER. And what experience have you had in your professional line
subsequent to obtaining that degree? ‘

Commander BosweLL. I interned in the Navy and tock my pathology train-
ing at St. Albans Naval Hospital in New York. I was certified by the American
Board of Pathology in both clinical and pathological anatomy in 1957 and 1958.

Mr. SpECTER. And what is your duty assignment at the present time?

Commander BosweLL. I am the Chief of Pathology at the Natiomal Naval
Medical School.

Mr. SreEcTER. Did you have occasion to participate in the autoposy of the
late President Kennedy?

Commander BoswgwrL. I did.

Mr. SPECTER. And did you assist Doctor Humes at that time?

Commander BosweLL. Yes, sir.

Mr. SrecTER. Have you been present here today during the entire course of
Doctor Humes’ testimony?

Commander BosweLL. I have, sir; yes.

Mr. SpecTER. Do you have anything that you would like to add by way of
elaboration or modification to that which Doctor Humes has testified ?

Commander BosweLL. None, I believe. Doctor Humes has stated essentially
what is the culmination of our examination and our subsequent conference, and
everything is exactly as we had determined our conclusions.

Mr. SpecTER. And are you one of the three coauthors of the autopsy report
which has been previously identified as a Commission Exhibit?

Commander BosweLL. Yes: I am.

Mr. SPEcTER. All the facts set forth therein are correct in accordance with
your analysis and evaluation of the situation?

Commander BoswreLL. Yes.

Mr. SPECTER. And specifically, as to the points of entry and points of exit
which have been testified to by Doctor Humes, do his views express yours as
well ?

Commander BosweLL. They do, yes.

Mr. SpectER. Doctor Boswell, would you state for the record what your con-
clusion was as to the cause of death of President Kennedy?

Commander BoswgeLL. The brain injury was the cause of death.

Mr. SPECTER. And in the absence of brain injury, what, in your view, would
have been the future status of President Kennedy’s mortality, if he had only
sustained the wound inflicted in 385?

Commander BosweLL. I believe it would have been essentially an uneventful
recovery. It could have been easily repaired, and I think it would have been of
little consequence.

Mr. SpecTER. Those are my only questions, Mr. Chief Justice.

The CHAIRMAN. Does anyone have any questions of the Commander? If
not, Commander, thank you very much, indeed. Y0U have been very helpful to
us.

Mr. SpecTER. Colonel Finck.

TESTIMONY OF LT. COL. PIERRE A. FINCK, PHYSICIAN, U. S. ARMY

The CHAIRMANR. Colonel Finck.

Colonel, will you raise your right hand and be sworn? Do you solemnly swear
that the testimony you give before this Commission will be the truth, the whole
truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God?
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