TESTIMONY OF JOHN RAYMOND HALL

The testimony of John Raymond Hall was taken at 4 p.m., on March 24, 1964,
in the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay
Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Wesley J. Liebeler, assistant counsel of the Presi-
dent’s Commission.

Mr. LieseLer. Would you rise, please, and T will swear you in. Do you,
solemnly swear that yvou will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but
the truth in the testimony that you are about to give?

Mr. HarL. I do.

Mr. LigBeLER. Mr. Hall, my name is Wesley J. Liebeler. I am a member of
the legal staff of the President’s Commission to investigate the assassination of
President Kennedy. I have been authorized to take your testimony by the
Commission pursuant to authority granted to it by Executive Order 11130,
dated November 29, 1963, and Joint Resolution of Congress 137.

Copies of those two documents and also of the Commission’s Rules of pro-
cedure governing the taking of testimony have been sent to you, I believe, in
a letter from Mr. Rankin in which he indicated that I would contact you this
week to take your testimony.

Have you received copies of those documents?

Mr. HaLL. Yes.

Mr. LieBeLER, We want to examine you briefly concerning whatever knowl-
edge you might have of Lee Harvey Oswald as a result of contacts that you had
with him after his return from the Soviet Union.

Mr. HAaLL. So that this doesn’t overlap what my wife would say, would you
like for me to just completely eliminate anything except when just he and I
were together, or would you, if it overlaps, does it make any difference?

Mr. LieBeLER. I think I want you to tell generally the contacts that you had
with Oswald, but I will bring that out. What is your full name?

Mr. HaLr. John Raymond Hall.

Mr. L1eBELER. What is your address?

Mr. Harr. 4760 Trail Lake Drive, Fort Worth.

Mr. LieBeLER, What is your employment?

Mr. HaLr. Self-employed. Dental laboratory.

Mr. LieBeLER. In Fort Worth?

Mr. HALL. Yes.

Mr. LigBeLER. What is the name of your company ?

Mr. HaLL. Crown & Bridge Prosthesis.

Mr. LieseLER. You are a native born American?

Mr. HaLr. Yes.

Mr. LIEBELER, Where were you born?

Mr. HarLL. Birmingham, Ala.

Mr. LIEBELER. When did you move to Dallas?

Mr. Harr. I wasborn in 1928 and moved in approximately 1931.

Mr. LieseLER. When did you move to Dallas?

Mr. HaLr. I beg your pardon, I moved to Garland. From Birmingham to
Garland in 1931. And in 1946, we moved to Dallas.

Mr. LIEBELER. Then did you move to Fort Worth?

Mr. HaLL. Then I went into the service after going to college in 1948. And
then in 1956—in 1955, the latter part of 1955, I moved to Fort Worth,

Myr. LieBELER. When were you born?

Mr., Harr. 1928.

Mr. LIEBELER., 19287

Mr. HaLL. Yes.

Mr. LIEBELER. Are you married?

Mr. HaLL. Yes.

Mr. LigseLER. What is your wife’s name?

Mr. Harr. Elena Hall.

Mr. LieseLER. When were you married to Mrs, Hall?

Mr. Harr. In1959. September the 11th, 1959.
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Mr. LieBerLER. Am I correct in understanding that you were subsequently
divorced?

Mr. HALL. Yes.

Mr. LIEBELER. Then you were subsequently remarried?

Mr. HaLL. Yes.

Mr. LiepeLER. When were you remarried?

Mr. Harr, In November of 1962.

Mr. LieBELER. Did there come a time when you made the acquaintance of
Lee Oswald?

Mr. HarL. Yes.

Mr. LieBeLErR. Would you tell us the circumstances surrounding that?

Mr. HALL. The first time was during the latter part of these marital difficulties
with my wife whom I was divorced with at the time.

I had started my business in Odessa, Tex., and I believe this was in about
August of 1962, when I was making many trips from Odessa to Forth Worth,
for the purpose of seeing my wife. And the first time, I believe it was in
August of 1962, that I met Oswald, was about—when I made one of these week-
end trips. I came in on Friday night or Saturday, and she, through her
friends, mostly foreign born, George Bouhe and Gali Clark, although Gali
wasn’t involved in this——

Mr. LIEBELER. Your wife was born in Russia?

Mr. Harr. She was born in Tehran, Iran. Her mother and father were born
in Russia.

Mr. LieBeLER. Does your wife speak Russian?

Mr. Hair. Yes; her mother and father moved to Iran when they were in
their middle 20’s, so actually my wife is Iranian.

All right, then when I met Oswald is on one of these weekend trips. As I
understood my wife when I came in that weekend, this ex-GI and ex-marine
and his Russian-born wife have some difficulties along the line of finding jobs
and so forth, and getting along. We went over to their apartment near Mont-
gomery Ward in Fort Worth with George Bouhe, and I forget the people’s
names, they were over there from Dallas—De Mohrenschildt’s daughter and
her husband, I believe that is.

Mr. LIEBELER. Would that be Gary and Alexandra Taylor?

Mr. HarL. Yes; we discussed what was going to happen, and in this Oswald
was going to move to Dallas and try to locate a job. In the meantime, since
my business was in Odessa, financial difficulties they already were having,
Marina would move in with my wife and live there while Oswald came to Dallas
and got a job and got himself settled.

Mr. LiepeLer. Do you remember whether Oswald had any job at that time?

Mr. Hair. At that time he did not have a job, and George Bouhe and 1
discussed this.

That afternoon I called my father, who is with the Murray Gin Co. here
in Dallas, because they have a machine shop and such. Oswald told me that
he worked in sheet-metal work in Russia, and so I called dad, and dad said
that he didn’t think they had anything. And I told George Bouhe that if he
would check with personnel in the morning—that was on Saturday—if he
would check with them on Monday morning and see, we would like to give
this guy a job.

It turned out that George called my father and dad talked to the personnel
manager and there wasn't anything available at the Murray Co. Then through
hearsay, actually Oswald came to Dallas and got a job through the Texas Em-
ployment Commission, and that was that for the time being.

Mr. LIEBELER. Do you remember who told you that Oswald got a job through
the Texas Employment Commission?

Mr. HaLL. George Bouhe, I guess.

Mr. LieBeLEr. When you went to Oswald’s apartment in Fort Worth this
first time with Bouhe and the other people that you mentioned, did you then
meet Oswald ?

Mr. HaLL. Oh, yes.

Mr. LieseLER. Did you speak to him, and did he speak to you?

Mr. HAaLL. Yes; we talked at length,
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Mr. LieBeLEr. Can you tell me generally what he said and what you talked
about?

Mr. HarLL. Maybe it is the whole pattern, but he had just gotten back from
downtown Fort Worth, walking. On the way over there my wife was telling
me how destitute they were. This was my first impression.

So when I walked in, he had just been to town to buy this 50-cent magazine
on Russia, which of course I thought, to myself, here they are destitute and
he is spending 50 cents on a magazine, especially about Russia.

We visited that afternoon. We were there for an hour or so, and nothing
really important was said, that I can think of.

Mr. L1eBELER. Did he tell you about his trip to Russia?

Mr. HarLL. Not a whole lot at this time. We were sort of impressed by his
trip to Russia. The emphasis was on getting him moved to Dallas and getting
him a job, so actually that was the main concern and talk at that time, and
most of it really went on by George Bouhe and myself and this Taylor fellow.

Do you mind if I smoke?

Mr. LiEBeLER. Certainly not.

Go right ahead. .

Did you and Oswald at any time ever discuss his trip to Russia in any detail?

Mr. Harr, Oh, yes.

Mr. LieBeLER. Can you tell me approximately when that was?

Mr. HaLr. Yes; the first time which wasn’t really much in detail, several
weeks later my wife had an automobile accident and I flew in from Odessa on
Wednesday or Thursday morning.

I believe she had the accident on Wednesday, and I flew in on Thursday morn-
ing. I went straight to the hospital and saw she was all right, and spent most
of the day there.

And because Marina was staying at our home at that time, and this was the
period during the divorce, I stayed in a motel, the Landmark Lounge.

The next couple of days Gali Clark, Mrs. Max Clark, took me by the house
to get some.clothes or something, where I was there just a few minutes and
only Marina was there. That was the only contact I had with Marina, Thursday
or Friday.

Then Oswald was in Dallas during this period of time on Saturday, and I
was going back and forth from the motel to the hospital.

Then on Saturday Oswald came over, and his wife, who was staying at our
house, as I mentioned, Marina fixed borsch, Russian soup, for Mr. and Mrs.
Clark, Lee Oswald, and myself, and I ran out from the hospital and ate with
them.

And during this period of time we had gotten on this thing about Russia
a little bit, Max and Oswald and myself, and the conversation was really led
by Max.

He was questioning Oswald as to the whole pattern, the whole system of
government, the way it was really operated, as to the communistic principles
and how jobs were secured and how people lived, and so forth.

This was about all that was said there.

Mr. LieeerEr. Did the question come up as to why Oswald went to Russia
in the first place?

Mr. Havrr. Not then. At this time I just ran out and ate soup, and they
were still in conversation when I left to go back to the hospital, so I only stayed
possibly an hour. Maybe 45 minutes.

Mr. LiEBeLER. Did you discuss with Oswald, or ever participate in a discussion
in which the question as to why he went to Russia came up? .

Mr. HarL., Just generally. The next time I saw Oswald after—this was the
car wreck ; then my wife and 1 went to New York, and then we came back and
we remarried November 17, I believe—we didn’t see Oswald again until Christ-
mas when my wife fixed a little present, I think, for the baby and we came to
Dallas, and we had been to church, it seems like. I think we spent the night
at the Cabana Motel and went to church at the Greek Orthodox Church, St.
Stephens, and then vigited them on Sunday afternoon.

Wait a minute, no, I am taiking about Christmas. That would have been
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during the week—anyway, we came over and visited them at Christmas time
and brought the little baby girl, June, a Christmas present.

Mr. Li1EBeLER. Do you remember where Oswald lived then?

Mr. HarL. Yes; over in Oak Cliff at the first location in Oak Cliff, Elsbeth
Street. I believe it was on the corner in the red apartments.

Mpr. LieseLER. At that time did you discuss with them the reasons as to why
he went to Russia?

Mr. HarL. At this time, being Christmas and so, and I am not real strongly
religious—I mean not to any extreme, but I have my firm beliefs, and I believe
in God and the fundamentals of our Christianity—I am a Baptist—I mentioned
to Oswald—this is what touched the whole thing off—they didn’t have a Christ-
mas tree. We wondered why, because you can buy a Christmas tree for 39
cents, probably a little one, and my wife, I think, asked why they didn’t have
a Christmas tree, and Oswald said he didn’t want a Christmas tree, that he
didn’t believe in this sort of thing, that it was commercialized, and so forth.

When he mentioned this, it got me interested in his thinking. This was
actually the first time I think that—this is the third time that I saw him—1I think
thig was the firgt time I felt he was odd, because when he crossed me on religion,
I mean just general religion, not anything specific—when he crossed me on re-
ligion, then I was offended mentally.

I might not have seemed that way—I didn’t get mad or anything, but I didn’t
like it, and I asked him about, since he didn’t have a car, I asked him if Elena,
when we went to the Greek Orthodox Church here in Dallas, if we might stop
by and pick him up and take him with us.

And he said, “Oh, no, he didn’t believe in Christianity, that this Marxism,
Leninism, this book, whatever the name it was——

Mr. LieBELER. Did he have a book there?

Mr. Harr. I didn’t see it if he did. He had a lot of Russian literature, 1
saw, but I never really thumbed through it.

Mr. LiepeLer. Do you remember any specific books or periodicals that he had?

Mr. HaiL. No; I really don’t.

Mr. LieseLER. Go ahead.

Mr. Harr., Well, we differed on religion. So then he told Elena that he
didp’t believe in Christianity and so forth, he said, “If you want to come by
and pick up Marina and take her to church, that is all right, but I am not
going to go.”

About that time we left. The conversativn wasn’t interesting, and we had
gone over to take this little present to the baby, and we had accomplished the
purpose, so we left.

Mr. LiepeLER. When was it that you discussed with Oswald the reasons why
he went to Russia?

Mr. HarLr. The next time was Easter, if I am getting all this straight. I hadn't
been in business long for myself, I was real strong for the system of free enter-
prise, and I asked Oswald how he was getting along down at the printing
place, and he said, “Well, he was doing as well as could be expected, except
the fact was that he didn’t have security in his job and didn’t like the whole
setup.”

And I wondered why. And he said, “He didn’t have security.”

And I told him, ‘““Well, nobody has security actually. We have to work and
keep up with what is going on and keep getting ahead, and that it seemed
to me like he could stay down there for 2 or 3 or 4 years and learn what had
to be learned and open his own shop, and that he would be bettering himself
and making more money and having more niceties of life.

And so the point is, with this system of free enterprise which I was real
strong for, because I was trying to get ahead, and so Oswald, he told me that
he was, he had already been discontent with the United States, that he didn’t
have security, and he really didn’t know where his next job was coming from,
and he heard through these theories that everything was controlled by the
State in Russia, and that that was the reason he wanted to go, so to speak,
and that is about it, inasfar as he was just unhappy with all of our systems.

Mr. Lieserer. Did he indicate to you that he had any desire to return to
Russia?
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Mr. Harr. Yes; and even at this time—in fact, I don’t remember, I don’t
know, it was probably at Easter, he said that he wanted to go back.

And I know this to be real definite that—I don’t know how you want that—
because when we first heard, when my wife and I first heard from the Clarks
that Oswald was in New Orleans, when he was down there word got back, 1
don’t know how it got back, but the Clarks told us he was in New Orleans, and
when we found this out, I told my wife that I knew that he was down there
to catch a ship and go to Russia.

So I don’t know how he said this, but he left the impression with me, or told
me directly—I think it was more directly, because I know at that time he wanted
to go back to Russia.

Mr. LieserLer. You have a recollection that he said that to you in so many
words?

Mr. HarLL. Yes; I am sure of this, because my wife, when Gali Clark told
her, and we found out he was in New Orleans, I was sure he was on his way
to Russia.

Mr. LieeLeEr. Do you think he told you that at the time you met him at
Easter of 19637

Mr. Hair. Yes; because this is really what impressed me on religion, but
things got stormy in this Easter meeting. I pushed him a little bit harder at
that time than I had before.

Mr. LieBeLEr. Did he talk to you about his experiences in Russia during the
time that he had previously been there?

Mr. HarLr. Yes; he explained to us about living in Minsk, about working in
the sheet metal factory, about how food was rather short, and about the terrible
expense of shoes and clothes.

Mr. LieseLer. Did he tell you how much money he was paid at the factory?

Mr. Harr. Max Clark asked him this at this soup luncheon, and I really
don’t remember. I have read this in the newspapers, but I don’t remember
what it was.

Mr. LieseLER. Did he indicate to you in any way that he was receiving income
while he was in Russia from any source other than his job?

Mr. HaLL. No.

Mr. LieBeLer. Did he tell you about any hunting trips that he might have
gone on in Russia?

Mr. Hair. No.

Mr. LieseLEr. Did you know that Oswald owned a rifle?

Mr. HaLr. No.

Mr. LieBeLer. Did you ever discuss with him any aspect of hunting or the
use of firearms?

Mr. Harr. No.

Mr. LieseLer. You don't speak Russian, do you, Mr. Hall?

Mr. Harr. No, sir; this was a big disagreement at the first time we met. I
know I just didn’t enter into the discussion, so it was just about not wanting
to teach his wife English. I was really upset about it.

Mr. LieBeLER. Did he tell you why he didn’t want his wife to learn English?

Mr. Harr. He wanted to perfect his Russian, He thought it more important
for him to further himself in the Russian language than for her to learn English.

Mr. LieBeLeR. Did you form an opinion as to whether or not Marina Oswald
did understand any English, or to what extent she understood English?

Mr. HaLL. All the time, every meeting we had, I didn’t feel like she could
understand anything further than hello.

Mr. LieBELER. You first met them, as you said, in Fort Worth in the fall of
1962, and the last time you saw them was at Easter of 1963?

Mr. HALL. Yes.

Mr. LieseLER. And you maintain that opinion about Marina’s ability to use
English throughout that entire time, is that correct?

Mr. HaLL. That’s right.

Mr. LiereLER. Did Oswald ever express any resentment against the U.S. Gov-
ernment for any reason that you can remember?

Mr. HarLL. Not specifically. Just feeling. ILike on capitalism, and I don’t
know if this is related to the time Max Clark and I were together with Oswald,
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and I don’t know, Oswald didn’t say this, somebody told me like George Bouhe,
that Oswald felt—and we are just middle-income people—but he felt he didn’t
like us, because he felt like we were true capitalists, and that was just because
we had a television set in the bedroom and one in the living room.

This was bitter to him. He didn’t like that fact and didn’t like electric
can openers and things like that.

Mr. LieseLEr. He expressed that, a general resentment of the social system?

Mr. HarL., Yes.

Mr. LiEBeLER. Did you ever hear him say anything about President Kennedy?

Mr. HaLL. Never.

Mr. LiegerLER. What about Governor Connally?

Mr. HaLr. No.

Mr. Lieserer. Did he ever tell you why he decided to come back to the United
States and leave Russia?

Mr. HarL. I really don’t think so. The only reason I hesitate there is be-
cause, of course I read this in the paper, but he was talking about wanting to
go back to Russia, and again I say I am not sure that he told me directly that
he wanted to go back to Russia, either Christmas or Easter, or both because
it was so firm in my mind that he wanted to go back to Russia.

And after I read in the papers that after he had only been to Russia about
a year, he was trying to come back to the United States, I wondered why.

Mr. LiEBeLER. But he never did tell you, and you never asked him about it?

Mr. Harr. No.

Mr. LiEBeLER. Did you ever form an opinion about Oswald during the time
that you knew him, based on your acquaintance with him and the times that
you saw him?

Mr. HaLL. Well, the first time we met him of course we all thought he was
so-called egghead. or whaever words you want to use.

And I am sure that if it hadn’t been for the fact that we had feelings for
his wife, we felt sorry for them because some friends of ours gave my wife some
clothes to give to Marina, and, of course, wanted to help her.

Mr. LIEBELER. Who were they?

Mr. Harr, Mrs, I. J. Flere. She gave some clothes, and I don’t know, I think
there were several people. My wife would know.

Mr. LiEReELER. Gave clothes to Marina?

Mr. Harr. Yes; as well as George Bouhe. I think he gave $10 or $15 to
my wife to buy some groceries for her and these things happen where people
contributed to help. But I think I formed an opinion of him the first § minutes
I met him when he came back from town with this magazine, because I couldn’t
figure wasting the money on literature. I had a definite opinion, and it got
worse and worse, and the only reason we went back Christmas and Easter was
because the baby, Elena wanted to take her an Easter bunny.

Mr. L1EBELER. You didn’t as of then like Oswald particularly?

Mr. HaLL. No; I didn't.

Mr. LieBeLER. Did you think he was mentally unstable in any way ?

Mr. Harr. I never really thought of this at the time. Looking back on it
now, he was certainly abnormal, in the way we are raised.

Mr. LieBeLER. But you had no thoughts at the time before the assassination
that he was mentally unstable in any way?

Mr. HaLr. No.

Mr. LieEeLER. You never regarded him as being a dangerous individual in
any respect, did you?

Mr. Hair. No.

Mr. LieBeLER. Did you really consider or question, or you just never thought
of it?

Mr. HaLL., Just never thought of it.

Mr. LieseLER. Can you think of any other thing that you might know about
Oswald as a result of your acquaintance with him that your wife wouldn’t
know, that you think you should tell us about at this point? I am correct
in understanding, am I not, that your wife is really more familiar with the
Oswalds than you are, is that correct?

Mr. Harr. She is more familiar with Marina. As far as our meeting like
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Christmas and Easter, I did the talking in a conversation with Oswald, and
Elena and Marina were back in the bedroom talking as women do.

Mr. LiEBeLER. During that period of time that you knew Oswald, did you
become aware of the fact that he and Marina were having difficulties with their
marriage?

Mr. HaLL. We heard that she was living with someone else at one time, I
don’t know who. My wife can probably tell you. And we also heard that he
beat her up one time.

Mr. LIEBELER. Did you ever see any indication that he had beaten her up?

Mr. HarL. I didn’t; no.

Mr. LIEBELER. Was it your impression that the Oswalds were having marital
difficulties at the time Marina lived in your house or in Mrs. Hall’s house in
Fort Worth?

Mr. HaLL. No.

Mr. LieBeLErR. The only reason that Marina lived there at that time was
because Oswald didn’t have an apartment in Dallas, is that correct?

Mr. HALL. To give him a chance to get settled ; yes.

Mr. LiEBELER, Did you help the Oswalds move?

Mr. HALL. No. My wife moved Marina from their apartment there at Mont-
gomery Ward to our home in a pickup truck that she borrowed from her em-
ployer at that time. But she didn’t move, or neither of us helped him move to
Dallas. We were in New York when they moved to Dallas.

Mr. LIEBELER. Do you recall when you went to New York?

Mr. HALL. Well, we got back—we were married on the 17th.

Mr. L1EBELER. Of November?

Mr. HaLL. Yes; I believe. We left about 2 weeks earlier than that, which
would be about, say, November the 1st, 2d, or 3d, and I came back and—a week
later, and went directly to Odessa, finished my business, and moved back to
Fort Worth, met my wife at the plane on the 16th, and we were married on
the 17th.

Mr. LIEBELER. Do you remember how long Marina had been living with your
wife before you went to New York? In other words, when did Marina first move
into the house with your wife?

Mr. HALL. Well, she would have moved in in the late, the latter part of Oc-
tober, because since she left during the week that my wife actually came back
from New York-—you see I came back a week earlier than she did, and she
moved out during the last week that my wife was in New York, and that was
the middle of November. It would mean that since she stayed in our home
about 3 weeks, she moved there the latter part of October, and moved out the
middle of November. We don't really know what day, I don’t think.

Mr. LIEBELER. Because you weren't there when she moved out?

Mr. HALL, No; we were in New York.

Mr. LIEBELER. She was gone when you got back?

Mr. HALL. Yes.

Mr. LIEBRELER. Do you have any idea where Oswald was living in Dallas during
the time his wife was living in your house?

Mr. HarL. We understood—this is hearsay from George Bouhe, I guess—that
he was living at the YMCA.

Mr. LiEBELER. As far as you knew, he moved directly from the YMCA to the
apartments on Elsbeth Street, is that correct?

Mr. HALL. The next time we heard of him, he was living on Elsbeth.

Mr. LIEBELER. You don’t know of any other place he might have lived in
Dallas before taking that apartment?

Mr. HaLL. Then he moved around the corner, around the corner from Elsbeth
to an upstairs apartment in a white house, whatever the address on Neely
Street.

Mr. LIEBELER. N-e-e-l-y?

Mr. HaLL. I don't really remember the name, but it was upstairs, and it was
Easter, so they had moved between Christmas and Easter.

Mr. L1EgBELER. Did you ever lend any money to Oswald?

Mr. HaLL. No.
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Mr. LieBeLER. Do you know whether your wife ever lent any money to them
or gave any money to Marina?

Mr. Harr. I don’t know about money. She bought groceries for them, for
Marina, but as far as money, I don’t think she ever loaned them any,

Mr. L1eserLER. Did your wife buy groceries for Marina only during the time
that Marina lived in your house, is that right? Or did she buy groceries for
the Oswalds at other times?

Mr. Hari. No. I believe they did receive, the women contributed, and George
Bouhe bought some groceries over to their place by Montgomery Ward.

Mr. LIEBELER. Prior to the time that Oswald moved to Dallas?

Mr. HALL. Yes; I believe so. I am not sure of it.

Mr. LIEBELER. You don’t have any idea how much groceries were given to
the Oswalds during that period of time, do you?

Mr. Harr. No; my wife would probably have a good idea of this in dollars.

Mr. LieBeLER, Did you ever discuss with Oswald his military service?

Mr. HarLr. I can’t remember a thing being said, about his military service.

Mr. LieeeLeEr. Can you think of anything else that you might know about
Oswald that your wife wouldu’t be able to testify about, that you think the
Commission should know?

Mr. HaLL. No,sir; I don’t believe so.

Mr. LiesereR. Did Oswald ever indicate a desire to go to Cuba or to Mexico?

Mr. Harr. Not to me; no.

Mr. LieBeLER. Did you ever hear of his indicating such a desire to anybody
else?

Mr. HaLr., No.

Mr. LieBeLER. Were you surprised when you heard that Oswald had been
arrested in connection with the assassination?

Mr. Harr. Not at all.

Mr. LiEBeLER. You weren’t surprised?

Mr. HaLr. No.

Mr. LigBeLER. Why not?

Mr. HaLL, Well, exactly our feelings, Mrs. Clark called my wife and said that
they had arrested Oswald, and we had the television set in our laboratory—
at that time we were watching television and were on the wrong channel and
didn’t get this until 5 or 10 or 15 minutes later. We did get it, and when they
mentioned it was Oswald, they were sure it was Oswald, then all of us—I am
talking about my wife and Mrs. Clark and Max and ourself, subsequently talk-
ing, we said, “I am not surprised at all. That is the kind of guy that would do
something like that.” And this was generally the feeling among all the people
we knew that knew him.

Mr. LiegeLER. Did you have any opinion, or was any opinion expressed during
these conversations as t¢ why Oswald would have done this, and if he did it,
what his motive was?

Mr. HarrL. Well, we felt like he was not mentally disarranged. I actually
thought Oswald was pretty sharp with his words. I mean the way he talked, he
didn’t talk like he was stupid. He was pretty sharp. If he had the right
training in the right direction, he could have done something with his life. But
I always thought he was just completely out in left field in politics, that he didn’t
come close to us, so this is actually my feeling, because he was so intent on
his ideas of this book that related to the Marxism theories, he was so intent
and so set—in other words, when you talked to him about this, you just didn’t
have any idea at all that you were going to change him. Even though I was
trying to convince him that our system was a tremendous enterprise, was the
best, when I started talking to him, I didn’t feel like I had a chance to change
his thinking.

Mr. LieBeLER. You think that these political attitudes of his were somehow
related to his involvement in the assassination?

Mr. HarL. Say that again?

Mr. LieBeLER. Do you think that these political attitudes or economic attitudes
that Oswald had provided him a motive to want to assassinate the President?
Or were related to it?

Mr. Harr. My—this is just my personal feeling, but I definitely feel that he
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thought that he was going to destroy the middle of our economic way of life
by doing that.

Mr. LieBeLER. You thought it was sort of a technique for him to express his
resentment against the structure of our society that he disproved of? Is that
a fair statement of your thinking?

Mr. HaLL. Exactly.

Mr. LieseLER. Did you have the feeling that Oswald desired recognition for
his abilities and for hisideas? Recognition from people generally ?

Mr. Harr. No; I didn’t think of it.

Mr. LieserLrr. Did you have a feeling, or did you think about this before the
assassination?

Mr. Hatr. No.

Mr. LiEseLER. You didn’t think he was different from anybody else in that
respect? You just never thought of it, or it never came to your mind prior to
the assassination, is that correct?

Mr. Havr. I felt just the opposite on the recognition part.

Mr. LieBeLer. He really didn’t care what people thought about him?

Mr. Hatr. No; maybe he was saying this wrong to me, what he really believed.
But from my thoughts, I thought that he would be happy if he had this so-called
job like he was talking about in Russia and had complete security. And I
thought this is just what he was looking for in life, was complete serenity and
happiness, no problems, no money problems, no rent problems—you see what I
mean, just a middle-of-the-roader.

Mr, LieBeLER. So you didn’t think he had any desire to stand out or be ex-
cellent at things? -

Mr. HAaLL. When I said middle-of-the-road, he had these firm ideas which
couldn’t be changed, as far as I am concerned, and he would go off in the other
direction. So that doesn’t lead him to be a middle-of-the-roader. He is, from
my thinking, a rebellious-type person. He is going to do it the way he thinks
right, and nobody is going to change him.

Mr. LieBeLER. Did you ever hear, or did you ever take part in any discussion
with anyone on the question of whether or not Oswald was possibly an agent
of the Soviet Union.

Mr. HaLL. This came up after the assassination.

Mr. LieseLer. There was no discussion about that prior to the assassination,
that you can remember?

Mr. HaLL. As an agent for Russia before, no, no.

Mr. LieBeLER. And it never occurred to you at any time prior to the assassina-
tion that Oswald might be a Russian agent?

Mr. HaLL. We didn’t figure he had sense enough in that respect.

Mr. LieBeLgR. Did you consider the question after the assassination and you
did discuss it?

Mr. HaLL. Just enough to think, “Do you think it was possible.” In that—
and my firm thoughts about it is that, of course, that is just my thinking, but
I don’t see how there could be any connection. He is not responsible enough to
have authority above him. In other words, he couldn’t have anybody above him
really telling him what to do. He couldn’t take the orders.

Mr. LieBeLER. You have a feeling that Oswald was resentful of authority,
generally speaking?

Mr. Haii. I say that, but if he lived in Russia, with their system, he must
have had a lot of authority above him.

Mr. LieBeLER. Did he ever indicate to you in any way that he was resentful
of authority?

Mr. Harr. I don’t know about our system of government in authority. He was
just resentful of, in my thinking, I don’t know, well, he was just resentful of our
way of government. I don’t know of anything to judge him on, how resentful
he was of his superior officers in the service or anything like that, but he was
resentful of our way of life. Not just our government. He was resentful of
our whole way of life.

Mr. LixBerer. Did he ever tell you specifically, as far as you can remember,
why he was resentful of it?

Mr. HarL. Insecurity, I guess.
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Mr. LIEBELER. As far as jobs were concerned?

Mr. HarL. Basically, that’s right; yes.

Mr. LieeeLER. If you don’t have anything else that you want to add at this
point, we shall terminate your deposition. Thank you, Mr. Hall.

TESTIMONY OF MRS. FRANK H. RAY (VALENTINA)

The testimony of Mrs. Frank H. Ray (Valentina) was taken at 4:10 p.m.,
on March 25, 1964, in the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building,
Bryan and Ervay Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Wesley J. Liebeler, assistant
counsel of the President’s Commission.

Mr. LiEBELER. Mrs. Ray, before we start, I will swear you as a witness. If
you will rise and raise your right hand, please——

Mrs. Ray. Surely. (Complying.)

Mr. LieBeLER. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to
give will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help youn
God?

Mrs. Ray. I do.

Mr. LieBeLER. Please be seated. Before we start I would like to advise you
that my name is Wesley J. Liebeler and I am a member of the legal staff of
the President’s Commission investigating the assassination of President Ken-
redy. Staff counsel have been authorized to take the testimony of witnesses by
the Commission pursuant to authority granted to the Commission by Executive
Order 11130 dated November 29, 1963, and Joint Resolution of Congress No.
137. I understand Mr. Rankin wrote you a letter last week?

Mrs. Ray. Yes, sir.

Mr. LiepeLEr. With which he included copies of the Executive order——

Mrs. Ray. Yes. .

Mr. LieBELER. And congressional resolution and also a copy of the rules of
procedure of the Commission concerning the taking of testimony.

Mrs. RaY. Yes.

Mr. LiEBELER. You received the letter and copies of the documents?

Mrs. RAY. Yes.

Mr. LieBeLER. Our questioning of you today will be concerned basically with
the knowledge of the Oswalds which you might have gained as a result of your
association with them in 1962. Before 1 get into that, I would like to have you
state your full name for the record, if you would.

Mrs. Ray. Mrs. Frank H. Ray.

Mr. LieBeLER. Where do you live?

Mrs. Ray. I live 4524 Alta Vista, Dallas, Tex.

Mr. LieBELER. Where were you born, Mrs. Ray?

Mrs. RaY. In Stalino, Ukraine.

Mr. LieseLER. That is in the Ukraine ; it is the Soviet Union?

Mrs. Ray. Yes.

Mr. LiepeLer. When were you born?

Mrs. Ray. June 9, 1927.

Mr. LieBerer. How did it come about that you came to the United States?

Mrs. RaY. When I was 14 years old Germans occupy my part of Ukraine and
they take me to Germany as slave labor. I work for Germans from 1942 until
1945, then Americans occupy part of Germany where I live.

Mr. LieBELER. What part of Germany?

Mrs. RaY. Dusseldorf on Rhine; in March of 1945, Americans occupy that part
of Germany and I went to work for Americans and then I married an American
and came over here. This was in 1946, July 18.

Mr. LieseLER. What was his name?

Mrs. Ray. Henry W. Bahlkow.

Mr. LieBeLER. He was a member of the U.S. Army?

Mrs. Ray. Yes, 36th Division and he was—I don’t know what outfit at the
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