
Mr. BALL. By whom? 
Mr. SMITE. FBI agent. 
Mr. BALL. What was the color of the hair in the picture? 
Mr. SMITH. Brown. 
Mr. BALL. What did you see ? What did you tell the FBI agent about the 

appearance of the man in the picture? 
Mr. SMITE. I said it looked more like him than it did on television. 
Mr. BALL. And did you think when he showed you the picture that it looked 

anything like the man you had seen running away? 
Mr. Sarrr~. What I saw of him ; yes. 
Mr. BALL. First time you ever saw this man was after you heard these shots? 
Mr. SnrrrH. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Is that right? Tou had never seen him walking? 
Mr. SMITH. No. 
Mr. BALL. You hadn’t seen him walking in front of the house-- 
Mr. SMITH. No, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Where you were standing? 
Mr. S~~ITH. No, sir. 
Mr. BALL. What kind of clothes did he have on when he shot the officer? 
Mr. SMITH. He had on dark pants--just a minute. He had on dark pants and 

a sport coat of some kind. I can’t really remember very well. 
Mr. BALL. I will show you a coat- 
Mr. SMITH. This looks like it. 
Mr. BALL. This is Commission’s Exhibit 162, a grey, zippered jacket. Have 

you ever seen this before? 
Mr. SMITH. Tes, sir; that looks like what he had on. A jacket. 
Mr. BALL. That is the jacket he had on? 
Mr. SMITH. Yes. 
Mr. BALL. Xow, when the deposition is completed it will be written up and 

you will have a right to look it over and sign it, or if you want ,&I you can waive 
your signature. They will accept your waiver and send it on to the Commission 
without it. Do you have any choice on that? 

Mr. SMITH. I will sign it. It don’t make any difference to me. 
Mr. BALL. Would you just as leave waive your signature? 
Mr. SMITH. Ever what that means. 
Mr. BALL. That means you don’t have to sign it. 
Mr. SMITH. I will sign it. 
Mr. BALL. Do you want to sign it? 
Mr. SMITH. Yes; I wlll sign it. 
Mr. BALL. Okay. Do you have a telephone number? 
Mr. SMITH. No, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Well, the young lady will notify you when you can come in and 

sign it. 
I thank you very much. 

TESTIMONY OF GEORGE JEFFERSON APPLIN, JR. 

The testimony of George Jefferson Applin, Jr. was taken at 4:05 p.m., on 
April 2, 1964, in the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan 
and Ervay Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Joseph A. Ball, assistant counsel of the 
President’s Commission. 

Mr. BALL. Will you stand up, Mr. Applin, and we-raise your right hand to be 
sworn, please. 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes. 
Mr. BALL. Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give 

for this Commission will be the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. APPLIN. I do. 
Mr. BALL Will you be seated, please, and state your name for the record. 
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Mr. APPLIN. George Jefferson Applin, Jr. 
Mr. BALL. There do you live? 
Mr. APPLIN. 714 East Hull, Denison, Tex. 
Mr. BALL. What is your occupation? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, my occupation, common laborer, but I am working for 

Phillips 66 there in Denison, service station.. 
Mr. BALL. You have come into Dallas from Denison, haven’t you? 
Mr. A~PLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Well, that is about 68 miles? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. And you are entitled to get compensation for your transportation? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes. 
Mr. BALL. And we’ll have your name and address in the record, and I will 

try to make arrangements for that information to take care of your expenses. 
You came in when? This morning? 

Mr. APPLIN. No ; it was about 15 minutes after 2 o’clock, when I came in here. 
Mr. BALL. Came into Dallas? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes. 
Mr. BALL. And- 
Mr. APPLIN. No; I was here at 2 o’clock, but I had a flat and my car stalled on 

me about three or four blocks over. 
Mr. BALL. And you intend to return home tonight, do you? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. So, you won’t have any hotel expense, will you? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Now, tell me something about yourself, where you were born and 

where you went to school, and how far in school, what you have done since then? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, I was born in Madona Hospital in Denison, and lived there 

pretty near all my life. 
Mr. BALL. How old are you? 
Mr. A~PLIN. Twenty-two. 
Mr. BALL. Did you go to school? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir ; I went to LaMar School and junior high. 
Mr. BALL. And how far did you go? Finished junior high? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir ; I went to the eighth grade. 
Mr. BALL. Have you been beyond the eighth grade? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir. 
Mr. BALL. What did you do after that? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, I helped my daddy some, and got odd jobs and stti. 
Mr. BALL. Live with your mother now? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir ; I do. I live with my Parents. 
Mr. BALL. Your mother and father? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. You have been doing mostly common labor, have you? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir ; mostly common labor. 
Mr. BALL. Ever been in trouble with the Iaw of any sort? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; I have. 
Mr. BALL. What kind of trouble? 
Mr. APPLIN. Burglary. 
Mr. BALL. When was that? 
Mr. APPLIN. In 1963. 
Mr. BALL. Did you do any time? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir; I got a probated sentence for it. 
Mr. BALL. That is the only trouble you have ever had? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, for-except for minor traffic violations. 
Mr. BALL. Outside of that you haven’t had any trouble? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Now, November 22, 1963, were you in Dallas? 
Mr. A~PLIN. Yes; I believe I was. 
Mr. BALL. What were you doing here? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, I was working for the Rollform Corp. 
Mr. BALL. How do you spell it? 
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Mr. APPLIN. Well, I have got one of their checks-check stubs here in my 
Pocket, I believe. At least I think I have. Here it is [indicating]. 

Mr. BALI.. What were you doing in Dallas? 
Mr. APPLIN. Working. 
Mr. BALL. Working here in Dallas? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. What kind of work? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, I was working as, open-head crane operator, and Painter 

and front-end loader. 
Mr. BALL. Did you go to the picture show that afternoon? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir ; I did. 
Mr. BALL. How did you happen to be off duty that day? 
Mr. APPLIN. They was installing a new cutting press for the rollers, and 

they did not need me, so, they let me off for 2 days. 
Mr. BALL. For 2 days? 
Mr. APPLIN. For 2 days. 
Mr. BALL. What did you do? Go to the picture show? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir ; I did. 
Mr. BALL. What time of day did you go there? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, actually, I went to-1 was over in Oak Cliff, around 

about, I guess, about 12 o’clock, I imagine is what time it was. I was there and 
the show hadn’t opened up, so, I was sitting in my car listening to the radio 
up until the time that the show opened. 

Mr. BALL. You went in the show when it opened? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Paid your way? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. And where did you take your seat? What Part of the theatre? 
Mr. APPLIN. About six rows down, I got in the middle aisle, about the middle 

of the chairs. 
Mr. BALL. Middle aisle, six rows from the rear? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. And you were how far from the middle aisle into the row of 

seats? 

Mr. APPLIN. Well, about-seemed quite a little while since I thought about 
this. I guess I was about four or five seats over from the aisle. 

Mr. BALL. From the aisle. Now, did something happen there during that 
showing of that picture that you remember? 

Mr. APPLIN. Well, I know this much, Audie Murphy introduced the picture. 
Mr. BALL. Then some Police officers came in there? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir ; the lights came on. 
Mr. BALL. Then what do you remember happening? 
Mr. APPLIN. I seen the officers come down the right-hand aisle. 
Mr. BALL. From the rear, or from the front? 
Mr. APPLIN. From the rear. 
Mr. BALL. Come in from the screen side, or the place you enter? 
Mr. APPLIN. Where you enter it. 
Mr. BALL. From your rear? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; came in on the right-hand aisle over against the wall. 
Mr. BALL. Did he have anything in his hands? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes ; I believe he had a shotgun. Might have been a rifle. 
Mr. BALL. What else did you see? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, when I seen him, I was wondering what was the matter 

and what about the lights. 
Mr. BALL. You got up and ran up to the front? 
Mr. APPLIN. Went to the front to find out what was happened-was happened- 

happening. As I was going up an ofhcer Passed me going down and I stopped to 
find out. 

Mr. BALL. Did you ask him? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir ; he passed me before I got a chance to ask him. 
Mr. BALL. What did he do? 
Mr. APPLIN. Went to the front and turned around and started back up. 
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Mr. BALL. Started back up the aisle? 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BALL. Towards you? 

Mr. A~PLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. And what did you see him do? 

Mr. APPLIN. Well, he stopped and asked two boys sitting down in the front, 

asked them to stand up and- 

Mr. BALL. Did he search them? 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir ; they shuffled them down. 

Mr. BALL. Did he search you? 

Mr. APPLIN. No, sir ; they came on up to Oswald, where he was sitting. 

Mr. BALL. Where was he sitting? 

Mr. APPLIN. I-he was sitting, I guess, about 3 or 4 rows down. 

Mr. BALL. You mean from the rear of the theatre? 

Mr. APPLIN. From the rear. 

Mr. BALL. And how far over from the aisle? 

Mr. APPLIN. I guess that would be about three seats. They was sitting about 

two or three seats. 
Mr. BALL. What did you see him do? 

Mr. APPLIN. He-started off, the officer said, “Will you stand up, please?” 

And he stood up. 

Mr. BALL. How close were you to the officer and this man when you heard 

the officer say, “Stand up”? 

Mr. APPLIN. I guess it was about-it was not over four seats down from the 

back, rear. 

Mr. BALL. Were you at the rear? 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir ; I was at the rear of the show. 

Mr. BALL. You were at the rear of the show? 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; well, there was a partition here. A partition here 

[indicating], and there was about, oh, I guess about four rows down from me. 

Mr. BALL. All right. In other words, the officer hadn’t reached you yet, 

when he asked Oswald to stand up? 

Mr. APPLIN. No, sir. 
Mr. BALL. You stood up and went toward the rear of the theatre, did you? 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes. 

Mr. BALL. And going to ask the officer what was going on? 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 

Mr. BALL. Then, you were about four rows away from where Oswald was- 

Mr. APPLIN. Apprehended. 

Mr. BALL. And did you hear the ornicer, what he said? 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; heard mainly what both of them said. 

Mr. BALL. What did the officer say? 

Mr. APPLIN. The offlcer said, “Will you stand up, please.” 

Mr. BALL. What did the man say? 

Mr. APPLIN. Well, he just stood up. 

Mr. BILL. Did he say anything? 

Mr. APPLIN. No, sir; I didn’t hear him say anything at that time. 

Mr. BALL. And what happened then? 

Mr. APPLIN. Well, when he stood up, the officer stepped over to search him 

down The officer, Oswald, or the man, took a swing at him. When he did, 

the officer grabbed him. 

Mr. BALL. Took a swing at him with his fist? 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; he did. 

Mr. BALL. With his left or right? 

Mr. APPLIN. Right fist. 

Mr. BALL. Took a swing at him and what happened then? 

Mr. APPLIN. Well, the officer, I heard him say, “Here he is.” And during 

the proceeding of that, I guess about 5 or 10 seconds later, there was another- 

I think it was two offlcers, or one, passed me and ran down there to him. 

Mr. BALL. Did you see a gun? 

Mr. APPLIN. Well, the gun didn’t come into view until after about four or 

five officers were there. 
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Mr. BILL. Then did you see a gun? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; but only-there was one gun. The pistol. It came 

into view before any of the other officers got there. 
Mr. BALL. That is what I mean. What do you say happened about that? 

Who pulled a gun? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, anyhow, the officer was facing this way [indicating] and 

Oswald was facing this way [indicating]. And then the gun was pointed out that 
way [indicating]. 

Mr. BALL. Wait a minute. I can’t follow you when you say it was “this 
way,” and “this way,” sir.. You told me that this c&leer asked Oswald to stand 
up? 

Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Did he stand up? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; he did. 
Mr. BALL. Then did he put his hand some place on Oswald? 
Mr. AP~IN. Yes, sir; along about- 
Mr. BALL. Where? 
Mr. APPLIN. I guess about his hips. 
Mr. BALL. Then what did Oswald do? 
Mr. APPZIN. He took a right-hand swing at him. 
Mr. BALL. What did the officer do? 
Mr. APPLIN. The officer grabbed him then. 
Mr. BALL. Had you seen the pistol up to that time? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir; there was not one in view then. 
Mr. BALL. How soon after that did you see the pistol? 
Mr. APPLIN. I guess it was about-I guess it was about 2 or 3 seconds. 
Mr. BALL. Who pulled the pistol? 
Mr. APPLIN. I guess it was Oswald, becausefor one reason, that he had on 

a short sleeve shirt, and I seen a man’s arm that was connected to the gun 
Mr. BALL. What did the officer do? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, the officer was scuffling with him there, and- 
Mr. BAG. Did you hear anything? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, about the only thing I heard was the snap of the gun and 

the officer saying, “Here he is.” 

Mr. BALL. You heard the snap of a gun? 
Mr. APPLIW. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Are you familiar with guns? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, yes, sir; I am familiar with a few guns. 
Mr. BALL. Pistols? Have you ever shot a pistol? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir ; I have shot my daddy’s nineshot 22 pistol. 
Mr. BALL. Sounded like a hammer of a pistol falling? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Then what happened after that ? You say several officers came 

down? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir ; they started wrestling and scuffling with him. 
Mr. BALL. How many of them? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, there was about five officers, I believe. 
Mr. BALL. Did you see any officers strike him? 
Mr. APPLIN. I seen one strike him with a shotgun. 
Mr. BALL. How did he do it? 
Mr. APPLIN. He grabbed the muzzle of the gun and drawed it back and 

swung and hit him in the ,back. 
Mr. BALL. With what? 
Mr. APPLIN. With the butt end of the gun. 
Mr. BALL. Looked like a hard blow? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; it-I guess it was. You could-yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. And he struck Oswald where? 
Mr. AFFLIN. In the back. 
Mr. BALL. What part of the back? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, somewheres along in the middle of the back, somewheres. 
Mr. BALL. With the butt end of a shotgun? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, Sir. 
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Mr. BALL. Did you see the officer strike Oswald with his fist? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir ; I do not believe so. 
Mr. BALL. Now, how many officers were struggling with Oswald when you 

saw the officer strike him with the butt end of the shotgun? 
Mr. APPLIN. I believe about four. 
Mr. BALL. Did you ever see them handcuff Oswald? 
Mr. APPLIN. Uhuh? 
Mr. BALL. Did you see them handcuff the man? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir; I didn’t actually see the handcuffing. 
Mr. BALL. What did you see them do after the struggle? 
Mr. A~PLIN. Well, they were scuffling, and they were over to the middle, 

about the far side of the aisle, and come up the other side of the aisle. 
Mr. BALL. With the man? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. And then when they went out, did they come out through the doors? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; they came up through and one of the officers hollered 

out, “Don’t let nobody see him,” and they came in right behind me. 
Mr. BALL. In behind you? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. And went on out? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. And did you go out and follow them out? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir; I went out to the candy counter out there and the 

offlcer said, if there’s anybody in there that seen it-and asked-there was 
about two or three, the candyman himself, and said-that one boy said that 
he seen him, through the front-I mean out from behind the picture where 
it came out-supposed to came out behind the picture. 

Mr. BALL. Did you give them your name there? 
Mr. APPLIN. He asked my name and address and where I was staying at the 

time. 
Mr. BALL. Later did you go down to the police station and make a statement? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; I did. 
Mr. BALL. When? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, it was after-I guess after they got everybody’s name. 

I rode down with three officers. 
Mr. BALL. That same day, did you? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. You didn’t go back to the picture show? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; I did. There was a patrolman that carried me back 

out and I was going to see the rest of it, but I never did get back in time to. 
Mr. BALL. You didn’t get to see the show? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, I seen part of it, but I didn’t get to see all of it. 
Mr. BALL. Did you ever see the man they arrested at the theatre? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir ; I didn’t see him after that, 
Mr. BALL. Now, I have talked to you a little while before we took your 

deposition, didn’t I? 
Mr. APPLIN. I wasn’t actually: no, sir. 
Mr. BALL. Well, I mean, you and I came up-- 
Mr. A~PLIN. Oh, yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. And we sat and talked a few minutes? 
Mr. APPLIN. Yes, sir; we did. 
Mr. BALL. And you have told us everything that you told me befor- 
Mr.‘ApPLrN. This was taken here? 
Mr. BALL. Before it was taken. 
Mr. APPL~I?. Yes; I believe I did. 
Mr. BALL. This will be written up, and you will have a chance to read it 

and sign it. You can waive your signature and we’ll forward it to the Corn- 
mission just as you have said it here in the way this young lady has written 
it up. Does it make any difference to you now? 

Mr. APPLIN. No, sir; it don’t make any difference. Anyway you do it. 
Mr. BALL. You are waiving your signature then, are you? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, I will sign it if you want me to. 
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Mr. BALL. You don’t have to if you don’t want to. In other words, but you 
may if you want to. 

Mr. APPLIN. I can sign it. I f  I sign it then you won’t have any trouble with 
it, will you? 

Mr. BALL. Well, no. 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, then, I will sign it for you then, 
Mr. BALL. Okay, fine, that is all, Mr. Applin. 
Mr. APPLIN. But, there is one thing puzzling me. 
Mr. BALL. What is that? 
Mr. APPLIN. And I don’t even know if it has any bearing on the case, but 

there was one guy sitting in the back row right there where I was standing at, 
and I said to him, I said, “Buddy, you’d better move. There is a gun.” And 
he says-just sat there. He was just back like this. Just like this. Just 
watching. 

Mr. BALL. Just watching the show? 
Mr. APPLIN. No; I don’t think he could have seen the show. Just sitting 

just like this, just looking at me. 
Mr. BALL. Did you know the man? 
Mr. A~PLIN. No: I didn’t. 
Mr. BALL. Ever seen him since? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir; didn’t. I tapped him on the shoulder and said, “Buddy, 

you’d better move,” and- 
Mr. BALL. Were you scared? 
Mr. APPLIN. Well, when I seen the gun I was. 
Mr. BALL. Did you tell the police oflicer about this man? 
Mr. APPLIN. No, sir; at the time, I didn’t think about it, but I did tell- 

I didn’t even think about it when I went before the Secret Service man, but 
I did tell one of the FBI men about it. 

Mr. BALL. Okay. I guess that is all, Mr. Applin. Thank you very much. 
Mr. APPLIN. All right. 

TESTIMONY OF RAY HAWKINS 

The testimony of Ray Hawkins was taken at 9:50 a.m., on April 3, 1964, in 
the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay Streets, 
Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Joseph A. Ball, assistant counsel of the President’s 
Commission. 

Mr. BALL. Will you raise your hand and take the oath, please? 
Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give before this 

Commission will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr.. HAWKINS. I do. 
Mr. BALL. Will you state your name, please? 
Mr. HAWKINS. Ray Hawkins. 
Mr. BAL.L. And your address, where do you live now? 
Mr. HAWKINS. 7319 Cortland as of today. I am moving today. 
Mr. BALL. What is your business or occupation? 
Mr. HAWKINS. I am with the Dallas Police Department. I am an accident 

investigator. 
Mr. BALL. How long have you been with the Dallas Police Department? 
Mr. HAWKINS. It will be 11 years in June. 
Mr. BALL. Tell me something about yourself-where you were born and your 

education and what you have done? 
Mr. HAWKINS, I was born in Dallas at Parkland Hospital. I attended the 

Dallas schools except for 2 years when I lived in Denison and I served 3 years 
and 4 months in the Coast Guard. I worked at the post office after getting out 
of the service and then I worked for Dallas Power & Light before coming to 
the police department some 11 years ago. I have been in the traffic division 8 

91 


