Mr. DEAN., Well, my main concern has been in some way this got out to the
papers. The only thing I told the papers was that I can’t give any statement.
I said I have no comment, and I feel that the accusation started with my denial
because I haven't had an opportunity to deny it. The story came out in the
papers and it has been on the radio several times, and, in fact, several times since
the original, some weeks or so after the paper learned of it of the so-called rift,
as they put it.

They had the one side of it that he accused me of Iyving. He didn’t use the
word “lie,” he just said, “These are false statements, and when you testified
in court you testified falsely.” He didn’t use the word “lying,” and a lot of
papers have since then used the word “Jying.”

I feel like the accusation is a lot stronger than my denial because I haven't
denied it. I haven’t made any statement at all to press or radio or any news
media. I just told them it will have to come from the Warren Commission or
some other source.

Mr. RANKIN., What I wag asking, Sergeant, was whether there is anything
that you would like to tell the Commission or add to your testimony about why
it wasn’t in the earlier statement prior to February 18 that you haven’t already
told us.

Mr. Dean. Well, I don’t think I would like—if I could, I would like to know
why Mr. Griffin had accused me of perjury. Of course, this is something for
vou people to know, but I just—he wouldn’t discuss it with me.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, Sergeant, I want to say to you that, of course, without
knowing what your conversation was with Mr. Griffin, I have never talked to
Mr. Griffin about this. I didn’t know that you had this altercation with him,
but I want to say this: That so far as the jurisdiction of this Commission is
concerned and its procedures, no member of our staff has a right to tell any
witness that he is lying or that he is testifying falsely. That is not his business.
It is the business of this Commission to appraise the testimony of all the wit-
nesses, and, at the time you are talking about, and up to the present time, this
Commission has never appraised your testimony or fully appraised the testimony
of any other witness, and furthermore, I want to say to you that no member of
our staff has any power to help or injure any witness.

So, so far as that conversation is concerned, there is nothing that will be
binding upon this Commission.

Mr, DeaN. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. But, as I say, I don’t know what your conversation was with
Griffin, but I am just telling you as to what the limitations of the members of
our staff are.

Mr. DEaN. Yes, sir; thank you. That is about all I had.

Mr. RANKIN. That is all I have, Mr. Chief Justice.

The CrAIRMAN. Well, thank you, Sergeant, for coming and feeling as you
do, T am glad you had the frankness to come and talk to the Commission,
and offer to testify concerning it.

Mr. DEaN. Thank you. I appreciate the opportunity.

The CHAIRMAN. All right, Sergeant.

Mr. DEaN. Thank you. It is nice to have met you.

Mr. RANKIN. Waggoner, do you want to take the stand for a minute about
that conversation?

The CuAIRMAN. You are going to ask the General about it?

Have you been sworn?

TESTIMONY OF WAGGONER CARR

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give before the Com-
mission shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help
you God?

Mr. CAgr. I do.

The CHAIRMAN. Be seated, please.

Proceed, Mr. Rankin.

Mr. RANKIN. Mr. Carr, will you state your name and position for the record?
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Mr. Carr. I am Waggoner Carr, attorney general of the State of Texas.

Mr. RANKIN. And you are a practicing lawyer, are you?

Mr. CaArr. Yes, sir; before I was elected, T was practicing law in Lubbock,
Tex. Now, of course, being attorney general, this has taken me out of the
private practice. Prior to that I graduated from law school at the University
of Texas, had my pre-law with a BBA degree from Texas Tech. I have been
an assistant district attorney for the 72d judicial district in Texas; county
attorney of Lubbock County for 2 years; served in the Texas House of Repre-
sentatives for 10 years, the last 4 of those years being as Speaker of the House,
and was elected attorney general in 1960.

Mr. Rankix. You are the same Waggoner Carr who has participated from
time to time in observing these hearings and cooperating with the Commission
regarding its work?

Mr. CARR. Yes.

Mr. RANKIN. Insofar as the State of Texas is concerned?

Mr. CARR. Yes.

Mr. RANKIN. Were you here when Henry Wade was testifying with regard
to a conversation between himself and yourself, this morning?

Mr. CARr. Yes, sir.

Mr. RaNkIN. Would you relate to us that conversation as you recall it, both
what you said and what he said?

Mr. Cagr. As I recall, it was around 8 or 9 o'clock at night on November 22,
1963, when I received a long-distance telephone call from Washington from some-
one in the White House. I can't for the life of me remember who it was.

A rumor had been heard here that there was going to be an allegation in the
indictment against Oswald connecting the assassination with an international
conspiracy, and the inquiry was made whether I had any knowledge of it, and
I told him I had no knowledge of it.

As a matter of fact, I hadn’t been in Dallas since the assassination and was
not there at the time of the assassination.

So the request was made of me to contact Mr. Wade to find out if that allega-
tion was in the indictment.

I received the definite impression that the concern of the caller was that because
of the emotion or the high tension that existed at that time that someone might
thoughtlessly place in the indictment such an allegation without having the
proof of such a conspiracy. So I did call Mr. Wade from my home, when I re-
ceived the call, and he told me very much what he repeated to you today, as I
recall, that he had no knowledge of anyone desiring to have that or planning to
have that in the indictment ; that it would be surplusage, it was not necessary to
allege it, and that it would not be in there, but that he would doublecheck it to
be sure.

And then I called back, and—as I recall I did—and informed the White House
participant in the conversation of what Mr. Wade had said, and that was all of it.

Mr. RANKIN. Was there anything said to you at any time by anybody from
‘Washington that if there was any evidence that was credible to support such an
international conspiracy it should not be included in the indictment or complaint
or any action?

Mr. Carr. Oh, no; absolutely not. There was no direct talk or indirect talk
or insinuation that the facts, whatever they might be, should be suppressed. It
was simply that in the tension someone might put something in an indictment
for an advantage here or disadvantage there, that could not be proved, which
would have very serious reaction, which the local person might not anticipate
since he might not have the entire picture of what the reaction might be.

Mr. RANKIN. Thank you. That is all I have, Mr. Chief Justice.

The CHAIRMAN. Mr. Attorney General, I don’t know whether you will be testi-
fying on any other subject before the Commission or not, but in the event that
you do not, and both of us are not here in the Commission again at the same
time, I want to say to you for the record that from the very beginning of our
investigation your cooperation has been complete, it has been enthusiastic, and
it has been most helpful to the Commission.

The Commission and I all appreciate it very much indeed.

259



Mr. Carr. Well, thank you, sir. I will say this, that it has been a very
pleasant experience for us, and I think set a good example of how a State gov-
ernment and a Federal Government can cooperate together where we have com-
mon objectives such as this, where we are trying to determine the facts and
nothing else.

Mr. DuLLEs. May I add my voice to that, Mr. Chief Justice?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes; indeed, you may.

Mr. DuLLes. I know that has been true as far as I am personally concerned,
and during our trip to Dallas, Mr. Carr was of great help to us.

Could I ask just one gquestion?

The CHAIRMAN. Yes, indeed.

Mr. DuLLES. Was there any indication in the call from the White House as to
whether this was a leftist, rightist, or any other type of conspiracy or, as far as
you recall, was just the word “conspiracy’” used?

Mr. Carr. As far as I recall, it was an international conspiracy. This was
the idea, but I don’t know whether the word “Communist” was used or not, Mr,
Dulles. It could have been, or maybe I just assumed that if there was a con-
spiracy it would only be a Communist conspiracy. I don’t know which it was,
but it was a perfectly natural call.

The circumstances that existed at the time, knowing them as I did, and the
tension and the high emotion that was running rampant there, it was not incon-
ceivable that something like that could have been done, you understand, without
any thought of harming anyone or any thought of having to prove it, as long as
you didn’t know that under our Texas law you have to prove every allegation
made in an indictment. If you didn’t know that, it might seem logical that
someone might put something like that into an indictment, factual or not.

Mr. DuLLEs. Thank you very much.

Mr. CAarg. But there was no such thing going on.

The CHAIRMAN. Well, General, I think that will be all then. Thank you very
much.

Mr. CARrr. Yes, sir.

The CHAIRMAN. The Commission is adjourned.

(Whéreupon, at 2:50 p.m., the President’s Commission recessed.)

Tuesday, June 9, 1964

TESTIMONY OF RICHARD EDWARD SNYDER, JOHN A. McVICKAR, AND
ABRAM CHAYES

The President’s Commission met at 10 a.m., on June 9, 1964, at 200 Maryland
Avenue NE,, Washington, D.C.

Present were Chief Justice Earl Warren, Chairman; Senator John Sherman
Cooper, Representative Gerald Ford, and Allen W. Dulles, members.

Also present were William T. Coleman, Jr., assistant counsel; W. David
Slawson, assistant counsel; Charles Murray, observer; and Dean Robert G.
Storey, special counsel to the attorney general of Texas.

TESTIMONY OF RICHARD EDWARD SNYDER

(Members present at this point : Chief Justice Warren, and Mr. Dulles.)

The CHAIRMAN. Gentlemen, the Commission will come to order. Mr., Cole-
man, would you make a statement as to the purpose of the meeting this morning?

Mr. CoLEMAN., Mr. Chief Justice, the first witness is Mr. Richard E. Snyder,
who is presently first secretary in the American Embassy in Tokyo, Japan, and
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