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TREASURY DEPARTMENT
UNITED STATES SEGRET SERVICE

WASHINGI'ON 25, h.C..
Septecber 10, 196k 00-2-2403

OFFICE OF THE CHIEY

¥r. J. Leo Runiin

General Counsol

Presidont's Cozzicsion on the
Assasaination of President Kennedy

200 Murylond Avcmue

Waghington, D. C.

Doar Mr. Raniin:

On Page 7603 of the Report of Procecdinga held at
Vashinston, D. C., on Thursday, Juns 18, 156Gk, I testi-
fied concerning the otatun of the Firenl Year 1965 Budget
of the Seoret Service. You zay be interosted in kuouing
that tho reduction of $50,000 rzde by the House Approrria=
tions Comnmittee vas mot protested by the Sccret Servico
when our appropriation roquest wout to the Senate Comaittee.
On t 1, 1964, our Appropriation Bill was passed (Public
law 88-352) in the amount of $7,500,000,

V:!;) truly yoyxs,
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May 1, 1964

Mr. J. Lee Renkin, General Counsel

President's Comnission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy

200 Xaryland Ave., N.E.

Washington, D.C. 20002

Dear Nr, Rankin:

I have your letter of April 24th ruquesting materials conceraing
Leos Harvey Oswald. You stated that you would like to have the originals
for your permanent file.

We first heard of Oswald's existence from & phone oall I had
from a Mr. Stanfield (?) of the Special Consular Service of the State
Department. iy rocolleotion as to the specilicse of our conversation
is quite hary, but I oelieve he mentioned that Oswald's application for
roturn to the United Staues had been oleared by the State Department
and that the Red Cross in Texas was interested in the case, I believe
I explained that we usually would not be conoerned with returning
American oitizens and that, as a strongly anti-Communist organitation,
we would hardly be the appropriate aganoy for an American who went to
Russis to live there. I essume that I suggested that the matter be
submitted to us in writing.

A foW days later we received & letter from Mrs. Harwell of the
Wilbergsr County Chapter, Vernon, Texas, dated January 14, 1962, to
which, to tie best of my recollection were attached coples of a letter
written by Consul Norbury, American Emoasey, liosoow, to Lee Harvey
Oswald, dated Dacember 14, 1961, and of & letter addressed to the
International Rescue Committee, dated January 13, 1961 (sic), and
ostensibly written by Oswald. Mrs. liarwell's letter is not in our
file. However, a copy certainly oen be, or possibly was alrsady,
secured from her office., The enclosures desoribed sbove are attached.

To & layman's eye it would appear that both copies were typed
on the same typewriter. I do not know who added the handwritten
words, “"Mrs. Helen Harwell, Exeoutive Seoretary, Aperican Red Cross",
to the Norbury copy. Whet is most puzzling, although it did not then
attract my attention, is that the letter from Oswald, dated January 13th,
oould havo reached tho iUnitod States by January l4th, and vhat it
resched us via Texas. It is also puzzling that instead of the letter
We wore given a transoript thereof.

On Jonuary 22, 1062 wo answered Mrs. darwell, Our file oopy
of the reply is enclosed. The original undoudtedly oan be found in
the Red Cross file in Vernon.

= oontinued -
Contritutions t the Intermational Rescue Commtiea ara ax deductible. / - - 23
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¥r. Renkin Page 2

On or about February 5, 1962 we did receive & handwritten
letter directly from Oswald, dated Jeanuery 26th, which makes no
relorcicy % & previous communication of his. The original was given
by kr. Willism J. vanden Leuvel to the FBI. I am enolosing a
photostetic oopy. Also attached ia the envelope, which is the only
original "dooument™ remeining in our file, (kr. wvenden Heuvel 1s
the President of our organization. He can be reached at the Attoraney
General's of fice in Washington.}

We did not reply to Oswali’s letter because we would not
enter into correspondence with people residing behind the Iron Curtaia.
To the best of my knowledge, no answer was ever received to our
letter to Mrs. llelen liarwell. There was no further oorreapondence
or ection as far as we were concerned. We have made & thorough seerch
of our files. The attached material is all we have been able to
locete.

8inoerely yours,

0 +

iy Crpqanty,
Cuma Charles Sternberg
Program Direotor

2
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. January 22, 1962

¥ra. Holen Darwoll
Exqoulive Sosretary
Avarican Red Crosa
Wilbarger County Chapter
Box 1768

Voraon, Texas

Re: Lee Harvey OSVALD
Dear uirs. Harwell:

Sinco wa had & call froa the Stato Departaent om Nr. Oswunld's a
your ocouzunicstion of January 1l{th did noi coma &z a gurprise. Lowover,
6in0@ wo &re & rofusce cgoooy wiloh is usually not ooncernsd with the
problcas of Aucrioan oitizens wio necd funds to roturn home, I'm afraid I
will need soue additionzl informaticn before I csn submis Ur. Ocwald's
request t our Finanoe Couzittoo. Even then the outaome is dubious.

That wo would ncod is:

1. Soue baok;rousd iulforuction oo Np. Oswald, way he is in the
Soviet Uniosn cud whet are Lo ssliont features of his oase.

2. lils wife's persaial data. I prosume sie is & Soviot oitlzen.

S. %ae rave end &ddress of the person to whom Ur. Oswald is destined
in Toxas end especially why tiis person caunot sesune the respousidility
for Vhe trensportation expunses.

If ir. Ocrald’s 0ace hus meritorious foaturea, I &lso wonder whether
80w funds could-not bo 0dtainod from local civio groups &ud why the State
Diparicant vould not assuse tiio rosponsibility for his repatriation, if not
for tne travel ex;onsca of his wifa.

e sre & strongly anti-Communist organization and it does not heppen
vory often that we have appeals for holp from behind the Iron Curtain, les

= continuod =
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Urs. Herwell

alone from the Soviet Unlon. You will therefors sppreciate, I'm sure, our

comoern for the specifios ol this unusual oase.

Sincerely yours,

CSima Charles Sternberg
CCs Jo.He Dirsotor
WeveHe Ressttlemens Department

CommissioN ExHiBiT No. 2766—Continued
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TRUE COPY

THE FOREIGN SEFVICE

OF THE
UNITED STATcS OF AMERICA

Ameriocan Embaasy,
Moscow, USSR,
December 14,1961

Mr. Lee Harvey Cswald,
Ulitsae Xalinia,
House 4, Apartment 24,
Minsk, USSR.

Dear kr. Oswald:
1 refer to your letter of December 1, 1961, 1in wbich you reise a question
regerding your application for an exit visa snd your Soviet documentation.

It is the Embassy’'s view that, since you are not considered a Soviet
citizen by the authorities in this country, you are entitled to receive e
Soviet exit visa upon presentation of a valid foreign national passport.
Regerding the latter, as we have indicated to you before, we cen take up the
matter of renewing your expired imerican pessport upon your next personal
appearance a t the Embasey.

I% further appears to us thet your right to an exit viea will not dbe
affected by your acceptance of en extension of your present Soviet documentation,

which 18 after all, Prima facie evidence that you are not regarded here
a8 a Soviet citizen.

If you intend to press your own individual epplicetion for & Soviet
exit visa and are prepared 'to depart as soon as you receive it, 1 suggest
thet you coms to this Embassy st your earlieat opportunity to ses about
renewsl of your sxpired American passport.

Sincerely yours,

Joseph B. Norbury
American Consul

e SN
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Jan,13,1961

International Rescue Committee
251 Park Avenue South
New York N.Y.

Gentlemen:

411 outstending doctumentstion hes already been resolved., We only need the
money in the $200.00 , for two tickets to New York and from New York to Texes.
For further information contact the American Embasey, Moscow USSR.

at this writing my wife has been granted non-quoto immigration atatus for
entrance into the United States, and both of us have received Soviet exit
visas to leeve the Soviet Union.

“e are in need of help and would eppreoiste any help that you can give us.

e are expecting a baby the latter part of Februery.

lee Harvey Oawald

CommissioN ExXHIBIT No. 2766—Continued
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Commission Exhibit 2767

On Lpwil 204, 3003, i e Wwho was
22 omployed ot lethodisi On [RE-T. YT Yiing JLvenud,
<2, Weuas, voluntcewsed vuc Joulliowving information:

wBe COVALD sitetnd ibat X N Vvory muel upcet
2y couced i >, ciuce sho
wring the surprise

S renounced iis Un
y sought Soviet citizenship,
2 staved tiat following Ll wawge from the Ul. S, lavine

>S in Septembey, 1950, e visited Loex for 2 fow days in Fort
and leit town stoting chat ke was goiag to Mew Orleans,
Louisiaaz, to resume his enployment with an expori-iuport compaay
Wow Oriesas. Sueo stated {hat subject had engaged ia exporti-
ployaent for & briel peviod o time prior to bis enliste
in vae U. S. lsrine Cowps. Lis. OSVLZLD also stoted that
sudject bad montioned somcuiing nbout his desire to travel acd_
said something also about fact that be might go to Cuba

ic3s citizensuip and

s, OCSVALD statec thoat shorily alter subjoct arrived ia
Wew Drleans, sie received tue following letter postmarked at
Now Orleams, Louisiana, froa subjecti:

"Deaxr mother:

MWell I have Loolicd passaze on a ship to Curope.
i would of bhad o sooner os later, and I thiuk
its best that I do now. Just remember above all
else that my valucs are very diZferent from
Roverts or yours,

"it is difficulil to tell you how I feel, Just
remember tuis is wiat I aust do. I did not

tell you about ny piauns becauce you could hzwdly
22 expected to understand., Lee,”

s, CCVALD sw ted that sue vios very much shoclied and
‘iscd later To learn thal he bad gone to lioscow, .ussia.

Lue stated that she had no idea 25 to how he arrived there but
tiat she Jees kmow that he bnd saved uy cbout $1600 from tis
services ia the U, &, i ;e stated that ke did not
previously discuss with uer any intention to go to oscow,
aussia. Lho also stated that by bad acver shown any sroclivitios
£ the Zécologics ol communis oSihe stted that mo bad neve

recsed any sympathy Lor Dus o communist systics Sie
ted trat subject was clways a stucdious type of individual zod

% he recad books that were considevod "deep." li's, OSEALL sisted
© sha would not bavo been surprised to bave heard that subject

<4 goze to,”say, Soutb America. oi.Cubu, but that it bad ncver
tored ber mind that be might go to Jussia or that he migat try to
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