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DEPARTMENT OF STATE :

Memorandum of Conversation

DATE: January 26, 196

SUBJECT:

PARTICIPANTS: lirse Oswald
PPT - Mr, Edward Je. Hickey{)Z'
@ SCS = Mr, Denmon Fe Stanfifld
SOV - D. E. Boster

COPIES TO: (ggg) @

R~ S
SOV = (5) (2cets)
Anenmbassy Moscow

|_ Jirs. Oswald came in to discuss the situation wiih regard to her son, loe '_]
0Osald, who had gone to the Soviet Undon and atteapted to renounce his citizenship
$n a visit to the Embassy on October 31, 1959. Irs. Oswald said she had come o
Vashinzton to see what further could be done to help her son, indicating that she
¢id not feel that the Department had done as much as it should in his case. Sha
also caid she thought therc was soms possibility that her son had in fact gone

10 the Soviet Union as a US secret agent, and if thisiere truo she wished the
sppropriate authorities to kmow that sho was destitute and should receive some
compensations

irs, Oswald was assured that there was no evidence to suggest that her
son had gone to the Soviet Union as an "agent", and that she should dismiss any
such ideas With respect to her son's citizenship status, fre Hickey cxplained
that he had not yet taken the necessary cteps in order legally to rencunce his
citizenships At the same time, we did not kmow whether he had taken any action
which would deprive him of his Amcrican citizeaship under owr laws, HMrs. Oswald
conceded that there was a good possibility that hexr son was acting in full knowledge
of shot he was doing and preferred the Soviet way of life. If this were the case,
she would respect his right to do so, .

. . i .

It vas agroed that the Department would send a new jnstruction to the Brbdssy
st Moscow ssking that the Soviet Foreign Ministry be infommed that Mre. Oswald
bad not heard from her son in several months and was very anxious o have word
from him.

L Mra, Osvald said that her address at the prosent timé wea Box 305, Bord, Te::*._
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v #r. Lee larvey OSUALD, an Acerican citizen, appeared at this Embasay chobea,
and stated to Sccond Socrotary Nichard E. Snyder that he wishes to renounce

: A::cri'can citizenship and that he had applied to bocome a citizen of the Soviet
“nion Ko presented to the interviewing officer his pasaport and the followdng

Lmed, undated, hardwritten statement, the original of which is retaincd by the
imbussy (misapallings are o3 in originalj: -

"1 Le. larey (cq) Oswald do herevy request that present citixmlhip‘
in the Uniced Siales of smerica, be revoked. i

"I have entered tne Soviot Union for the e
Xpress purpase of appling
for s1tizenship in the Soviet Union, through the moans of naturalizatiope:

. My request for eitdsenship 1s n
of tre T Suent P ow ponding before tha Surprem Soviet l

. 39 61/
take these steos for politdcal rcasons. iy request' or'tﬁn”i:evoﬁﬁd"‘: i
©of my Amoxican citizenship is made only after Lhe longest and most serious 1
i

m

considarations.

"1 affirm that my allegiance is to the Unlon of foviet Socialist EowbPel."

o

s/ lee H. Oswnld

ald is the bearor of Passport No. 17332L2, issuecd September 10

(retained ai tho Exbassy), The passport shous that he was b;rn in Nw)oiyliim

Louisiana, on October 18, 1939, and gives his occupation ac "shipning export u;mt"

'O‘.?:a].dblaw nia ‘l.aat sddress in the United State as that of liis mother at S

1.:‘ 36 Culll Straet, Fort Worth, Texa® A telegram subsoquently received at
Lie Ejh rin indi - es that a brother, Robert, L. Oswald, resides at

':31_3 Zavenport., r_‘or‘- Worth, Texan He siated that he was disd‘mxzed fromtue V. 5
‘due Corns on Septewber 11, 1959. Highest grade schisved was corporm}. Osvald

wvidently applicd for his pussport to the Apencyl nb San Francisco whilo7stili in
r7ica. He stated that ho had conteaplated the atkion fr-ha took fér ahout

o years befors his discharga.  Bo departad fran the tnlted Shatas Lhrush New

Jrlc.'x-\f with tho intent of traveling to thm Soviet Mmiep tirg !(urh‘m" wmmpu. ‘

fin states :}w@ }.e first applied for a Soviet tmir oy :{ w of . Oetober 1l |
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Re applied for Soviet citizenship by letter to tpe Supreme Soviet on
stoter 16 in MosTow. He gtated that ho did not meation his intent to remdin
in the Soviet Union to the Soviet BEmbassy in Helsinki at the %time of his vise

™roughout the interview Oswaldfs manner was agpresuive, arrogant, and
vncooperative, He anpeared to be zcompetent, He insisted that ho did not wich
tc wuste hime in ¢éistus:ion or ansuering questions conceming his Ppersonai®
1r- beyund unat was rectly related to divesting nimself of his American
mahip, He vas contemptusus of any efforts by tia interviewing offiser in

Zat
h:iz {nteras%, made cicar that he wanted no advice from the Emdassy. Ho stated
that ho knew she provisions of U. S. law on lo3s of citizenship and declined to
havs them reviewad by tho interviewing officer. In short he displayed all the
airs of a ncw vophomsre party-limer.

m1d gave as the "principal reasen™ for his declsion that "I am a mirxist®
Zinad any further elaboration of his mobi.es, Hewever, other remarks

on his attitude were made during “he i{nterview. At cne point he alluded
ips endured by his mother as a "wrier™ and stated that he did not intand
sn 4o him, Ho alse referrad te hims21f several times as

t ac¢mitted that he had never held a c¢ivilian job, having entered
tarine Corps directly from junior year of high schocl. (He claimed to have
compieted high school whlie in service, ide stated that }ps‘ service in Okinawa
and elsewhere "gave me 2 chance to observe 'American imperialism,'™ At ancther
point. he rescted sensitavely when asked, in connection with his rank in the Marine
Corps, whether he felt he showld have had & higher gradee

Oswald cateperisally refused %o discuss his famly beyond stating that he
wis not mxrried 2nd thatu he has a mother in Texas, lo had obliterated the
addresa written on the inside cover of his passporl and steadfastly refused to
£ive any last home address untdh it was elicited by the "threat® that nothing
coutd be dunc about his request *o renounce his citizenship withou® thyd
inforration. After yiving the address neled above, he then confirmed that it
was his mother’s acdress. He would no% say whcther he had informed his mother
_and retuffed any cuggestion of concern for her,

Oswald offercd the infocration that he had becn a radar operator in the
sine Corps and that he had voluntarily stated to unnamed Soviet nftizials that
1 Sovieh ciiizen h2 wounld mike known to them such informtion cuncerning the
rine Corps and his speciality as he possesced, He inbimated tha% he might know
something o spasial interest.

Osuald 13 presently residing in non tourdst status at tha Hatropsle Hotel
in ¥oscow awaiting the Soviet response to his application for citizenshlp, As
nis Soviet visa and militla regilstration expirnd on Outiber 22, 1959, and have
a0t beon renewed, he is patently in a t2chnically illegal residence statuy with
the taci* consent of the Soviet authorities,

For vhat sigrificanco it may have, the foregoing was also the pattern in
the Nichoias PETRULLI cass (our Despatth 113, September 11, 1959). * Having
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cvidently concluded, aftor allowing Petrulli to languish "illesally" in a local
hotu for a ronth, thav ho was no acset as a Sovliet citlzen, the Soviets
suddenly invited him to depart, pointing out that he had Moverstayed® his visa.

In view of the Petrulli case and other considerations, the Erbassy proposes

to delay nctior? on Ouswald's _.quest to execute an oath of renunciation to the
extoat dictate by developrents and subject to the Departmentfs advice,

Edward L. Freers
Charge d'Affaires, ad interdnm
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