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came to know Russian peasant life too. In general,
the peasants were very poor, often close to star-
vation., When the hunting party was returning to
Minsk, it would often leave what it had shot with
the village people because of theilr lack of food.

He spoke of having even left the food he had brought
with him from town. In connection with the hunting
party, he mentioned that they had only shotguns, for
pistols and rifles are prohivited by Russian law.

"Some details of village 1ife: 1in each hut
there was a radio apcaker, even in huts where there
was no running water or electricity. The speaker
was attached to a cord that ran back to a common
receiver, Thus, the inhabltants of the hut could never
change stations or turn off the radio. They had to
listen to everything that came through 1t, day or night.
In connection with radios, he said that there was a
very large radio-jamming tower that was larger than
anything else 1in Minsk.

“More about the factories: factory meetings
were held which all had to attend. Everyone attended
willingly and in & good frame of mindé. Things came up
for discussion and voting, but no one ever  voted no.
The meetings were, in a sense, formalities. If anyone
did not attend, he would lose his Jjob.

"Mr. Oswald sai that he had met his wife at a
factory social.

"The workers, he sald, were not against him
because he was an American. When the U-2 incident
was announced over the factory radlo system, the workers
were very angry wlth the United States, but not with
him, even though he was an American.

"He made the point: that he disliked capitalism
because 1ts foundation was the explolitation of the
poor. He implied, but did not state directly, that he
was disappointed in Russia because the full principles
of Marxism were not lived up to and the gap between
Marxist theory and the Russian practice disillusioned
nhim with Russian communism., He sald, 'Capitallsm
doesn't work, communism doesn't work. In the middle
is socialism, and that doesn't work either,'
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.On Saturday, July 27, 1963, a relativo of Lee Oswald, a member of
Oswula 1f

the communlty &t the Jesuit Hcouse ol Studles, asked
ke wouid address the scholasticy on nis vxperlonces in Russla. The
requost was not nsususl, for the ccnolestics try from time to time
to have eitiher promlnent persons or others who have somothing in-

teresting to relate speak to the scnoclastics on tholir cxperlences.

Bocuuse ilr. Cuwald was &n

rlosn who had gome to llve ia Rasaie
an¢ wac had roiurned, obviously for a reason, 1t was thournt that
i.e mizht be adle to communicatse the nature of the Russian people

themselvas botter than any offic!:l resorts might. Those who woent

to listen to him expected to hoar a min wio had been cdisillusioned

with Soviet cormuniam and Lol choson jsmoerica to it. What they hesrd
wis only partielly this.
‘20 major points of Mr. Oswald's address and details from it

ary givon below, probably never in verbatim form, but always true

to kis intent, at least &s Lo was hctrd by & number of people.

He worked in a factory In !lnsk. U“hen he applied for pormis-
@ion to live In the Soviet Union, the Russien autnorities nad as-
si_nod him to & falrly well advanced ares, the Minsk area. He
3:.id that this was & cormon practice: showing foreigners those places
of which the Russiana can bo proudest.

The factory life impressed him with the care it provided for

the workers. Dances, social gathorings, 3ports were all benafits

for the factory workers. Oswald belonred to & factory-spon-
sorcd hunting club. Ho end a groap of workers would go into the
farm reglons around Minsk for hunting trips. They would spend the
night in the outlylng villeges, and thus he came to know Sussian
peasant 11fe too. In gonersl, the poisunts were very poor, .= ..

close to starvation. Yhen the hunting party was returning to Ninsk,

CommissioN ExHiBiT No. 2679



>

9¢

2
It woula e
CEuUSe o0 Their iics of food. Lu apo e ol Lo
Ae Ll Loowsnu wita blm frem toom.

T, ¢van 1o b

fty. Tho gpetiier was uttuch:E to &

Trancotion wlih p

vaLing, bat

¢ ti¢ points - bocauso its

Soun 5 explott was dlsappotintad

Bieeuse tos Jull cAksm wuro net livaed

between Man Russlan yractice dis-

aid, "Capltalism doesntt

ComMmissioN ExHiBIT No 2679—Continued

FD-302 (Rev. 1-25-80) "EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA™

Date ____22/5/63

WILLIAM J. VANDEN HiUV:L, President, International
Rescue Committee (IRC), & Spuelal Ausistant to the Attorney
General of the United States, Unitced States Departrent of
Justice bullding, Room 4125, wachington, D. C., made availlable
the IRC file on LEE HARVEY 0S%AiLD.

=3

Four pertinent communications contained in this tile
are herewlth set forth verbatim:

"L H. OSWALD

falirinia St. 4, apt. 24
Minsk, U.3.S.R.

January 26, 1962

"International Rescue Committee
215 Park Ave. South
New York, N, Y,

"Dear Sirs,

"I'd ilike to request your aid in helping myselfl
and my wife to get resettled in the U, 2.4, I am 2 citizen
of the Unlted States, I have lived in the Soviet Unlon since
Occousr 1959, My wife 1s a scviet ¢ltizen, born In the USSR
in 1941,

"She has been classified under the immigration
act of the United sStutes and 1s eligible to enter the U,S.A,
as my wife, for permenant recidence.

"How&ver, 1n making the move, 1t incurs money
wXpenses and inconviences, this 13 where your fine
organizaticn can help,

"3ince July 1501 T and my wife have boen working
ard walting to get Joviet exlt visa's to lcave the Soviet
Unlon for the U.S, A, After all this time cur visa's have
firilly been granted, Thanx God, but our troubles are not
J, only Af your orglnization steps 1in.

nis

on _12/5/63 ot NYC File # NY_ 10538431

py SA JOHN D. HURLEY, JR./eah Dote dictated —_12/5/63
Thia dacument containe neither recommendations nor conclusnd of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is losmed to
Jout ayency? I and Mo Contamte are mar to b d1etribured outeida our gency-
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