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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

In Reply, Ploase Refer 10
File No.
Dallas, Texas
June 15, 1964

LEE VEY _OSVRLD

The President's Cormnmicsion, by latter da;od Moy 19,
1964, advised that Mrs. EARLENE ROBELTS, tho hourslisoper at
1026 North Beckley Streat, Dallcs, Toxas, during the period
that OSWALD resided there in October-Ilovembdor 1963, hcd stated
that at about 1:00 P.M. on Novciider 22, 1933, a Dallac Police
car drove slowly by the front of the pronmisos at 1026 North
Backley Streat and honked tha horn Zavoral times. Mrs. ROBERTS
stated that the occupants o the cor vore not knowa to her,
even though she did have somo acquaintances on tha Dallas Police
force who called upon her at thu gbove premises. She had
previously stated that the Dellos Policoe cor was number 207.

Mrs., ROBERTS, waca intcrviowad on Noveombar 29, 1963,
advised that she recalled thce nuber of tho polico car as being
207 because she had worked for two »olicemca who drova squad
car number 170, and she lookcd ot tho cor t0 see if the two
officers she knew were the onos occupying car 207. Rasults of
this interview are reflected cn pago 355 of the report of
special Agent ROBERT P. GEMBIRLIUG, datcd ovember 30, 1963, at
Dallas, Texas.

CHARLES E. BATCHELCX, Acsistant Chief of Police,
Dallas Police Department, advised on lay 27, 1964, that his
department is divided primarily into three divisions; Uniformed
eraffic Division, Uniformed Squad Patrol Division, and Invasti-
gative Division composed of plain-clothes detective peraonnel.
He advised that, of this group, only the Traffic Division and
squad Patrol Division are uniformed and have occasion to
operate numbered and marked police patrol cars.
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BATCEELOR advised thzw on iday, November 22, 1963,
the entire Traffic Division was aas gncd the traffic control
©f the intended route of the Presidentizl motorcade from the
Love Field area to the Trade !iart on § mongs Expressway, and
that a porticn of the squad patrol was a gned to assist the
Traffic Division in the protactisn cf the President. He ad-
viced the remainder of the squad patrol wes assicned regular
Ppatrol duties throughout the city, is its wurval assign-
ment. He advised the only squad 5 in service that day

not srecifically assigned to tho Presidential motorcade were manned

by uriformed officers of the squad patrol.

SBATCHELOR advised tha: on November 22, 1963, Platoon
numder 2, under the command of Captain CEARLES E. TALBERT, was
on duty on the 7300 A.M. to 3:00 P.:1. shift, and that units of
this platoon were the only mirked units which would have
occasion to be in the Oak Cliff area of Dallas. BATCHELOR
explained that the city area within the Dallas City limits is
divided into seventy-six distinct districts to allow for
population expansion; howaver, as many as two to three districts
are frequently patrolled by one squad car.

BATCHELOR advigsed that the address 1026 North Beckley
in the Oak Ciff saction of Dailas f£zllg within District Number
21 and that the Daily Datail Sheet for Platoon Number 2 on No-
vember 22, 1963, revealed the following cars and officers had
beon assigned on the 7:00 A.M. “o 3300 P.M. shift in District
¥umber 91 and all adjacent surrouvnding districts:

Officer W. D. MENTZEL, assigned Districts 91
and 92, Car Number 84;

H. M. ASECRAPT, assigned Districts 93 and 94,
Car Number 24;

O. H. LUDWIG, asaigned Districts 108 and 109,
Car Number 242;

Officer DAVID L. PATE, assigned Districts 24
and 25, Car Number 32.

BATCHELOR advised further that each group of squad cars
is under the supervision of a Sergeant, who coordinates assign-
ments of his units throughout the city. BATCHELOR advised that
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these officers might be more cognizant of the location of their
cars at any particular time and that each of these officers
fraquently makes a log on the activities of his squad. BATCHELOR
advised that Sergeant H. F. DAVIS was in charge of the "90"
series cars during the 7:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. shift, November 22,
1963, and that Sergeant W. G. JENNINGS was in charge of the "100"
scries cars during that period.

BATCHELOR advised thait Squad Car Number 170 was not in
oreration in the City of Dallas during November 1963. He ad-
vized his records indicate Car Number 170 was a 1961 Ford four-
door sedan, which was sold by his department in April 1963, and
that the number "170" was not reassigned untll February 1964, at
which time the number was given to one of the new Ford squad
cars purchased during that month. BATCHELOR advised his records
further indicate that Patrolman J. M. VALENTINE was the sole
occupant of Car Number 207 on November 22, 1963.

In an effort to determine whether or not any officers
of his department were acquainted with any of the occupants of
1026 North Beckley, Oak Cliff, which would explain squad car
officers blowing a horn at or near that address, Assistant Chief
BATCHELOR checked all complaint calls for the year 1963 of com-
plaints answared by officers of his department. BATCHELOR ad-
vised his records indicate that on February 14, 1963, Officer
R, W. HIGH answered a “Drunk" complaint at 1026 North Beckley
from 2303 P.M. to 2316 P.M. On July 28, 1963, Officer Q. M.
NORMAN answered a call of "Disturbing the Peace” from 1:26 A.M.
to 1:58 A.M. On September 23, 1963, Officer BOB E. CONNOR
answered a call emanating from 1026 North Beckley with regaxd
to "Auto Thefi" from 5:47 P.M. to 6:15 P.M. Officer's report on
this call indicates the call was in relation to a suspicious
Renault automobile parked at the rear of the Gulf Service Station
across the street from 1026 North Beckley.

BATCHELOR advised his records indicated that Officer
R. W. HIGH had the day off on November 22, 1963, and that
officers CONKOR and NORMAN were assigned to Platoon Number 3
and assigned to work the 3:00 P.M. tc 11:00 P.M. shift on No-
vember 22, 1963, and, therefore, Wwould not have been in the
vicinity of 1026 North Beckley.
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On May 27, 1964, Captuin CIARLES E. TALBERT, Dallas,
Texaa, Police Department, advised that he is the Platoon Com-
mander for Platoon Number 2 and that his rccords reflect that
on Novembexr 22, 1963, his platooa was oa tha day schedule from
750 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. TALBEXT advisig t, following the
sination of President JOAN 7. X at approximately
P.M. on that day, he took perconzl charge of all assign-
its of his platoon and all ofiicers were told to report to
2t the Texas School Book Depository, where he was making
individual assignments.

=
]

Captain TALBERT advised that, from a review of the
Daily Detail Sheets reflecting district and car assignments of
cach officer on duty that dey and comparing same with a transcript
from the dispatcher's records on the afternocon following the
ascassination of the President, he hus been able to ascertain,
with a reasonable degree of certainty, the arca and assignments
of each officer under his commard. He advised thzt units from
his platoon were the only marked and nunbered squad cars in
operation that afternoon, with the exccption of three or four
units, which had been specifically assigned to assist the
Traffic Division in the protection of the President.

Captain TALBERT advised the following officers were
on special assignment to the Traffic Division to aid in the
protection of the President:

NAME CAR
C. EDINGTON 75
F. S. WILLIAMS 119
A. R. BROCK 215
M. L. WISE 59
T. L. COX 3
E. G. SEBASTIAN 151
J. G. POLLARD 100
C. R. ORSBURN 102
G. D. BENNINGFIELD 152
R. J. ROSS 162
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R. B. COUNTS 225 D. A. STAFFORD and E. HILL, assigned District
B. L. BASS 232 62, Car 62. Both of these individuals are
C. F. GOODSON 125 Begro officers and were assigred guard duty

J. T. SMITH 101 at the Texas School Book Dapository until
T. R. BURTON 49 approximately 4300 P.M.
B. W. ANGLIN 76

B. L. JONES and M. D, HALL, District 102, Car
Captain TALBERT advised that the following officers 106. cCar 106 dispatched from corner Pearl

were on special assignment at specified locations during this
shift, and were required to remain at those posts throughout
the day on November 22, 1963:

and Jackson Streets, 12:35 P.M., to Texas
School Bock Depogitory, until 1320 P.M.;

S. B. DANIEL, Headquarters Special Patrol;

Sergeant J. A. PUTNAM, Garage Sergeant;

J. F. BUTCHER, Love Field;

C. W. COMER, .Love Fleld:;

Sergeant R. C. CHILDERS, Area Commander,
Northwest Substation;

C. H. WESSON, Love Field Terminal;

J. R. MORROW, Station 636 Northeast;

M. E. FERRIS, Parkland Memorial Hospital
Guard (Room 229);

Lieutenant W. R. FULGHUM, Special Assignment
school.

10B then dispatched to vicinity 400 block
East l0th Street, Oak Cliff, to answer officer
shooting.

J. M. POE and L. E. JEZ, District 105, Car 96.
This unit dispatched to Texas School Book
Depository, 12:35 P.M., and then to 400 block
Bast 10th Street, Oak Cliff, to answer officer
shooting.

Sergeant S. W. BURKHART, District 20, unmarked
car. Remained at Texas Schocl Book Depository
all afterncon following assassination.

116

D. P. TUCKER and C. R. GRAHAM, assigned District
Captain TALBERT advised that Lieutenant W. R. FULGHUM 21, Car 44: This unit dispatched to Texas

was attending a traffic achool at Northwestern University, School Book Dapository fQllowing assassination
Evanston, Illinois, on November 22, 1963, and not available for where it remained until 4:00 P.M.
assignment.

L. L. BILL, assigned District 22, Car 3., Dis-
patched to Texas School Book Depogitory fol-
lowing agsassination and then to rear of Texas
Theatre, Oak Cliff, following officer shooting.

Captain TALBERT advised the following officers were
assigned to specific districts and squad cars up to and in-
cluding the time of the assassination of the President. He
advised his records reflect the following subsequent assign-

ments of these officers: B. E. BARNES, assigned District 23, Car 15.

Dispatched to Parkland Memorial Hospital fol-

G. W. TEMPLE and R. E. VAUGHN, assigned District lowing assassination.

61, car 53. This unit dispatched to Texas School
Book Depository, corner Elm and Houston Streets,

D. L. PATE, Districts 24 and 25, Car 32. Re-
for guard duty where it remained until 3:30 P.M.

mained at Texas School Book Dapository fol-
lowing assassination and anawered calls on
police radio at that station.
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G. W. HAMMER, aesigned Districts 26 and 27,
Ccar 27. Dispatched to Texas $chool Book
Depository following assassination and
then dispatched to 400 block East 10th
Street, Oak Cliff, following officer
shooting and brought witnass back to station.

J. B. CHISM, District 31, Car 126. conducting
theft investigation, Northwast Dallas, at
time of assassination call. Dispatched to
Parkland Memorial Hospital where rcmained.

J. M. LEWIS, Districts 35 and 36, Car 193.
Dispatched to Texas School Book Dapository
and then to 400 block East 10th Straet, Oak
Cliff, following officer shooting, and then
to Texas Theatre to assist in apprehension
of LEE HARVEY OSWALD.

F. G. WOODROW, Districts 37 and 38, Car 112,
was driving south on Stemmons Expressway at
tima of assassination. Saw motorcade coming
through triple underpass ean route north on
Stemmons Expressway. Dispatched to Texas
school Book Depository where remained rest
of afternoon.

Sergeant R. D. SHIPLEY, Area commander, North-
east Substation. Dispatched to Texas School
Book Depository and remained rest of after-—
noon.

Sergeant D. P. PLUSCHE, dispatched to Tuxas
School Book Depository where remained rest
of the day.

P. K. WILKINS, Districts 43 and 44, Car 192.
At time of assassination, was at County Jail
with prisoner with Officer G. L. TOLBERT,
Dispatched to Texas School Book Depository
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and assisted in search of building.
WILKINS located rifle on sixth floor and
remained at building rest of the day.

G. L. TOLBERT, Districts 53 and 55, Ccar 132.
Assisted Officer P. K. WILKINS with prisoner
and then dispatched to Texas School Book
Depository where remained rest of the day.

N. L. STANGLIN, Districts 45 and 46, Car 67.
Ordered to answer calls in raspective
district. Did not enter Oak Cliff area
during shift.

W. F. MORRIS, District 47, car 158, located at
Valley View and Central, Northeast Dallas,
at time of assassination call. Assigned to
remain in area to answer calls and look for
sugpect.

A. D. DUNCAN, District 48, Car 70, located
Northwest Highway and Central Expressway at
time of assassination call. Assigned to set
up roadblock at that intersection in effort
to locate suspect. Did not enter Oak Cliff
Saction.

C. R. GILBREATH, District 49, Ccar 91, located
intersection of Walnut Hill and Central
Expressway at time of agsassination call.
Dinp§tched to Texas School Book Depcsitory
vhere remained until 4:00 P.M.

G. A, KELLEY, Districts 51, 52 and 54, Car 122,
located intersection of Gaston and Abrams at
time of assassination call., Dispatched to
Texas School Book Depository where remained
rest of shift.
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W. P. PARKER, Districts 56 and 58, Car 77,
located East Dallas, Garland Road area,
at time of assassination call. Set up
roadblocks in that area remainder of
afternoon.

J. C. WALLACE, Districts 57 and 59, Car 131
located North Dallas at time of assassi-
nation. Assigned to set up roadblocks in
that area rest of afternoon.

W. A. EVERITT, Districts 65 and 67, Car 171.
Assigned to set up roadblocks at intersaction
Pleasant Grove and Samuels in Northeast
Dallas. Did not enter Oak Cliff area.

V. G. WOODS, assigned District 68, Car 1l1l3.
Remained in Northeast Dallas on call all
afternoon.

Sergeant C. B. OWENS, Area Commander, Southwest
Substation, dispatched to Texas School Book
Depository. Interviewed witnesses on rail-
road tracks at rear of Texas School Book De-
pository following assassination, then dig-
patched to Oak Cliff following officer
shooting. Driving unmarked car.

Sergeant H. F. DAVIS, Supervisor assigned Districts
80 and 90, Car 179. Dispatched to Texas School
Book Depository where remained until 3345 P.M.

H. H. HORN, assigned District 76, Car 57.
Dispatched to Texas School Book Depository
and assigned guard duty on railroad tracks
at rear of building where remained rest of
day.

W. E. SMITH, District 77, Car 9. Asaigned
to guard southeast corner, Texas School Book
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Depository, where remained until after
3:00 P.M.

J. L. ANGELL, Districts 81 and 82, Car 20.
Assigned to lower floor of Texas School
Book Depository where remained until
3345 P.M.

R. W. WALKER, Districts 85 and 86, Car 127.
Assigned to remain in district to answer
calls in regard to suspects.

R. C. NELSON, District 87, Car 156. Dis-
patched to Texas School Book Depository
where stationed in front of building re-
mainder of afternoon.

W. D. MENTZEL, Districts 91 and 92, Car 84.
Was eating lunch at 430 West Jefferson at
time of assassination. Left restaurant to
answer shooting call in 400 block East 10th
Street, Oak Cliff. Did not pass intersection
of Zangs and Beckley.

H. M. ASHCRAFT, Districts 93 and 94, Car 24.
Dispatchgd to Inwood Road and Stemmons
Expressway to cut traffic at time of assasasi-
nation call; then to Texas School Book De-—
pository where remained rest of day.

M. N. MC DONALD and T. R. GREGORY, Districts
95 and 96, Car 130. Dispatched to Texas
School Book Depository following assassination
report. Approximately 1:20 P.M., Officer
MC DONALD sent to vicinity 400 East 1Oth
Street, Oak Cliff, to assist other officers in
investigation of reported shooting of police
officer.
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4 o s, Sergeant, Dallas,
on May 27, 1964, HUGE F. DAVIS,
Texas, Police Department, advised that on November 22'339::::;
he was the supervising sergeant assigned to Districts P
90, of Platoon 2, which was working the 7:00 A.M. to 3¢ M.
shift that month.

Sergeant DAVIS advised he reca}led at the time of
the assassination call he was driving Unit Number 179, an
unmarked car, and was dispatched thereafter to the Texas he
School Book Depository at Elm and Houston Streets, where
remained until 3:45 P.M. that afternoon.

the course of his
Sergeant DAVIS advised that :

travels took him nowhere near 1026 North Beckley in the Oak
C1iff section of Dallas, Texas, on November 22, 1963.

Oon May 27, 1964, Sergeant WILLIAM G. JENNINGSigzgll::.
Texas, Police Department, advised that on November 22, o nalllas
was assigned to Car 168 to supervise the downtown axe: aa just
on patrol, and that at the time of the assassinatio;! eaftg:
left his residence at 3147 Casino Drive, in Oak Cliff,
having eaten lunch.

Sergeant JENNINGS advised that en route to town h:nd
drove down Hampton Road to For; war:: )B\ve;\::ya!;g ég;octiz;nfx e
time, near 1026 Nor ec .
::ii::; 'h:tmms‘ydiapa;.;:hed to the Texas School Book Dep:s:;:i:s
where he was assigned to “shake down" ?assengez freighh i
to the rear of the Depository. He advised he stayed ther
until approximately 4:00 P.M. that afternoon.

on May 28, 1964, Patrolman JIMMY M. VALENTINE, Da;;au
police Department, Dallas, Texas, advised that on II:ven\b;iice ":a;-
1963, he was assigned to District 104 and was driving 5 e
number 207. VALENTINE said he was patrolling the down :wn’:a‘un
of Dallas and, shortly after noon, received a call oxfxot :een—
to go to H. L. Green Department Store and pick up ad u:“med
year-old shoplifter. VALENTINE said he did this an :iice ol
with the youth to the Juvenile Bureau of the Dallas P ioes
partment. He said it was about 12345 P.M. when he rec
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word of the assassination. VALLNTINE »:ialed he icft the Juvenile
Bureau immediately and went “o the Texzs School Look Dapository
building, 411 Elm Street, Dallas, TexXas. He gaid he parked his
car at the curb, entered the Texas School Book Depository
building, and was assigned to the fifth floor. He said he laft
the building when all of the officers ware dismisted, which was
around 4:00 or 4:30 P.M.

VALENTINE stated his car was not driven during the
time he was in the Texas School Book Depository building on
November 22, 1963. He further stated that it definitely was
not in use at 1:00 P.M., and, further, that he did not drive
to the Oak ClLiff area on November 22, 1963, in which area is
located 1026 North Beckley Stxeet. VALENTINE also advised he
was not acquainted with EARLENE ROBERTS or with anyone elss at
1026 North Beckley Street.

On June 1, 1964, WILLIAM DUANE MENTZEL, Officer,
Dallas, Texas, Police Department, advised that on November 22,
1963, he was assigned to patrol alcne Diatricts 91 and 92 in
Car 84.

Officer MENTZEL stated at approximately 12:30 P.M.
he stopped for lunch at Luby's Cafeteria, 430 West Jefferson,
Oak Cliff. He advised he tried on several occasions to call
the station by talephone, but did not get through to the
operator until about 1:00 P.M., at which time he was told the
President had just been shot. He stated he left the remainder
©of his lunch and went into service by car radioc, and was im-
mediately dispatched to the 800 block of West Davie on an
accident call, Code 7, where ha remained about ten minutes
handling that call. He advised he then traveled west on Davis
to Tyler when he heard the call involving a shooting of a police
officer in the 400 block of East 10th Strest. He stated he was
dispatched to the intersection of Beckley and Jefferson to look
for a reported individual running away from that intersection,
but was unable to locate the suspect., He stated that he, in
company with other officers, entered the library at that inter—
section, and then was dispatchsd to the Texaa Theatre, where
the suspect was reportedly hiding.

Officer MENTZEL advised ha did not go north on Beckley
to0 Zangs Boulevard at any time on that day, and could not recall
being within six or eight blocks of that location.
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Officer MENTZEL advised he knows no one residing at
1026 North Beckley and would have no reason to stop at that
42Ara:3s or to blow his automobile horn in passing.

On May 27, 1964, HOLLEY M. ASHCRAPT, Officer, Dallas,
nsxas, Police Department, advised that on November 22, 1963, he
wz8 assigned to Districts 93 and 94, Car 24, on the 7:00 A.M.
to 3:00 P.M. shift, and recalls that at the time the assassi-
ration call came over the radio he was located at the inter-
section of Fort Worth and Sylvan Avenues. He advised he was
dispatched to Inwood Road and Stemmons Expressway to cut
traffic. He advised that at about 1:00 P.M. he was dispatched
to the Texas School Book Depository Building, and at about
1345 P.M. was sent to tha 300 block on East Jafferson to inter-
view witnesses regarding the shooting of Officer J. D. TIPPIT.

ASHCRAPT advised that, en route to the East Jefferson
addresa, he did not have occasion to pass 1026 North Beckley
in the Oak Cliff saction of Dallas, and recalled that he was
operating alone in Car 24 on that day.

On June 1, 1964, OWEN HERBERT LUDWIG, Officer, Dallas,
Texas, Police Department, advised that on November 22, 1963, he
wis assigned to Districts 108 and 109, which was his regular
beat at that time, and drove Car 242. He stated he was, on
that day, assigned to Platoon Number 2, which was ‘working the
7300 A.M. to 3300 P.M. shift November 22, 1963, and he was
furthex given a special assignment to guard the front
dcor of the Sheraton-Dallas Hotel, because of the President's
expacted arrival in Dallas.

Officer LUDWIG stated that he patrolled his regular
beat in Districts 108 and 109 until approximately 103145 A.M.,
when he took up his special assignment duties at the Sheraton-
Dallas Hotel and continued in that capacity until about 6100 P.M.
the same evening. He advised he did not lsave the hotel at any
time, with the exception of one trip to Parkland Memorial Hos-
pital, at approximately 1300 P.M. that afternoon, to transport
several plain-clothes agents whom he took to be either military
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or Secret Service men. Ko 2dvised the satire trip took about

twenty minutes and, upon returni. 4]
ontil 6iog oS . ng to the hotel, remained there

Officer LUDWIG advised he doea not kno
T w any of the
residents of 1026 North Beckley in the Cak Cliff saczion of

Dallas, and did not pass thezt area at any time on the day of
November 22, 1963.

On May 27, 1964, DAVID L. P,
Police Department, advised that on Not'::\l;egf§;cei9’6§alli:sv'm:exas‘
assigned alone in Car 32 to patrol Districts 24 and 2,5 He ad-
vised at the time of the assassination he was on Dem:or.x Drive in
North Dallas and was dispatched to the intersection of Stemmons
Expressway and Inwood Road, where he was instructed to cut off
all traffic and keep the intersection open for emergency vehicly
He advised he stayed at that location about ten to fifteen o
minutes, when he was dispatched to the Texas School Book De-
pository, where he remained until approximately 4300 P.M.

Officer PATE advised he definitel.
Yy did not pass the
;ntorsection of Beckley and Zangs Boulevard in the Oak Cliff
N::S;o;eailnal;:s at any time that day; did not drive Ly 1026
ckley reat; and, did not know EARLEN:
one else at that address. v ¥ ROBERTS ox any-
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