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Commission Exhibit No. 2406

WILLIA L. HOWARD ! 4=216
a witness called by tie Defendznt, haviag been first ZJulyr [
sworn, testified oa his oath as follows: !
DIRECT IXAMINATICN

BY MR. BURLESON:
Q Would you state your nacs to tke jury?
A Wilitan E. Houard.
Q Where do you live?

MR, WADE: I &idn't get the nazms.
A Howard.

M. WeDe: H=C~/=A=R=-D?
A That's right.
Q (By ¥r. Burlesoxn) Nr. iloward, where do you live?
A 4029 North Cen .
Q Whet 1s your dbusinsss?
Iy Well, principally oil. I've been in the oil buzinezs
for thirty soze years Lere.
Q I'11 ask you whether or not you know Jack Ruby, tze
defendant in this czse?
A Yes, I co.
Q Approxizately how long have you known hiam?
A Oh, twelve or thirteen jears.
Q What has been your relationship with kim? Have you
known him socially, 1a bucinos:, or what?
A I've known him socially
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Q Have you known hLin as & club operator here in tewn?
A Yose, sir.

Q Have you ever been in his club?

A Yes, I have.

Q I'll ask you ulether or not at anytime during the

period of time that you'vo kpown hizm, whether or not you have
witnessed any emotional outbursts on behalf of Jack Ruky, or
by Jack Ruby?

A Well, I guess you'd ezll it an ezotional outburst. I'v
seen him in his various clubs getting into fights and dravls
and things of that nature.

Q A1l right. low, directing your zttention, can you re-

call any specific instances wasrein he hed an emotlonel out-

burst?

A oh, yes.

Q Could you zive us un exazple or two of that?

A Well, on one particulzs occasion, there was & young

fellow who was stradéling a chalr in one of nis places, ile

Silver Spur, and Jack commzhded W@ to turn around and luse

the table and be seated properly, which he did. But v e
went by him agaln, he bad straddled the chair zgain, and they
hed some words, and the Tirst thing I knew there was a b1l

commotion, and Jack went off the hendle and kind of bezt this

fellow up.

Q All right., 3ou, would he do this in & sudden

ComMissioN ExXHIBIT No. 2406—-Continued
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A Yes, sir, cuite suddca. «=118 1| tizes he stop in thae niddle of the sentence?
Q All right. vould you say he vac quick texzpered? 2| A Well, seomotizes he would ramble and go off on a tangent
A Ch, yes. Jack is quick teuperod. 3f Q Go on a what?
Q Ifter this emotional outburst, or this blew up, would s A 4 tangent. Iie would divert fromw the basic sudfect.
he then czala down? 51 Q Huve you seed or talked to Jack about his dogs?
A Yes, he would bds calz. 6 A Oh gosh, yes.
Q Would he also caln down very quickly? 7| R D1d you ever hoar Jack refer to his degs es aaything
A Well, things dida't seex To disturb Jeck too much. He g | other than dogs?
would get into an upset, and then 1t would be all over. ol a Well, they're his babiss.
Q Now, how many ol these such bave you witnessed, do you 10| Q Babies?
think, over the last ten or twelve or thirteea years that you 1] A Yos, sir.
have kaown Jack? 12| Q Did you ever haar hia refer to them as children?
A Oh, any nuzber of thexm. laybe eight or ten or tuelve, 13| A Well, in a sense, yos.
or something like that., And lots more that I've hsard zbout. uleQ Did you ever have any contact with Jack when he was
Q I'1]l ask you whcther or not at various tizes you've had 15| with his dogs?
conversations with Jack? 16| A Ch, yes. I've bsen in his apartment, or home, and I
i Yes. 17 { have been in-his club where he kept his dogs.
Q During these conversaticns would you describe hew hic 18] Q How would he treat these dogs?
speech was? 19 A Just like they were children. He patted thea, pzarerec
A Well, sometizes als speech became disjointed, and it 20 | them, talksd with thea.
would lack continuiily, but net all the time. 21)Q Did he have a particular favorite?
Q But on sorxe occasioens? 221 A Well, I guess he liked them all,
A On soume occasioans, that's right. 31 Q He liked thea all. Did he take the dogs with hir, or
Q Would he be the type of person, in talking azd hovisns 24 | one of thea with, hia?
conversation, would he cocplet:o his sentences or would oltan- 2B A He always had them with hia,
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Q All right. Do you kaow his sister, Eva Grant?
A Yes, sir, I do.
Q How loag have you knewa hor?

e

oh, I don't know. Your or five years, when she came
back from Californie. I bollieve she was in California, and
came back after about, I guass sbout four or five years ugo,
whatever it was.

Q Have you known here through hor comaection with the

Club Vegas?

A That's right.

Q Have you visited out there when she's been there?

A Yos, sir, I've been zround her.

Q All right. Have you ever seen Jack cry on any ol these
occasions?

A Well, no, but I've seen him on the verge of breaking

up, but I haven'i witnessed any tears.
Q Have Yyou noticed any change in the Jack Ruby as you

knew hiz ten or twslve years zgo, up until recently?

A Any change?

[¢3 Yes, in his personality, his mental make up, as you
viewed 1t?

A Well, no. However, I think ss time vhen oa, end te

becase more financially involved his attitude was a littile
airferent, I suppose. But basically, he was the saue, he was

very unpredictable.
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Q Did you fora a conclusisn cs to whciher or not Jucit ves
retional at all times?
A Well, I don't kasw i you would call it rationzl or ot

but lots of tiames we'd azybe have dinner or somsthing, azi he
would get up end he would lewzve for no rezson whatzeoever, znd
then the next day when I'd question him, he had soas uafinizhc

business he had to talie cars of, so -=

Q He'd just get up and lezve?
A Yes.
Q Can you think of any other instances like this siraddley

chair, that you can relate in the jury at this tinme?

A Oh, I've scen lots of them. Xoe would ask people out on
the dance floor not to do cortain things, and they would pay
no attention to him.

Q Tren he would have ons of these emotional outbursis?

Or one of these blow ups?

A Whatéver it is, yes.

Q You would see hinm after he did that?

A Yes.

Q And he would appear calm then?

A Ch, yes.

Q Would you say that Jack Ruby was a kind and consicderate
type person?

A I prosuze in his way, he 1s, yes.

Q In his way. Hzve you scen him de acts of kindnass?

CommissioN ExuisiT No. 2406—Continued
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A Oh, I've seen kim loun people meney at differsnt ticzes
and neke contributions to different things, yes.
Q Have you ever cads any coatributions to anything that

he had any connection with, any organlzatlon or fuad or drive
that he had 2ny coanection with?

A No, sir.

Q When was the ast tize that you caw Jack prior to

Noveaber, 158632

A Wall, it was the early part of Noveamder, I beliave,
Q The eaTly part of Noveaber?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall where that vas?

A Yss. I have 2 supper clubd here in tewn, It's the

Stork Club. And Jzck came by one day and sald he had soze

trouble with one of his strippers. Her nasec was Jadz.
Q All right. Did you talk to hia on that occesion?
A Well, he talked to ze. Ila wanted to let his emoticns

out, I believe, so I sat thers and listensd to hia.

Q Was he upset at that tice?

A Well, yes ho vas. He was disturbed.

o How was his conversction on that date?

A Well, he told me he had a law suit or something -~-
Q Ko, I say hows wos his coaversation, not what was :t.
A Ch, he just wanted to get it olf his chest, I thinak;

telling me the circuastancey, the situation bad occurred, uzxnd
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his @ifficulties with this help of tls.
Q Would you describe how,re talked?
A Well, of course, Jack talls in a staccato marner ell

the time anyway, sn it aidn't vary too auch. But he was up-
set about it, naturally.
Q Have you, based upoa whai you have seen froa Jaclk, scen
of his actioas, hsarisg bkim tall, knowirg Jack as you hauve
inown hia, have you formed any iype of opinlon as to Jaci's
mental status, or sental state?
A Well, with apologles to Jack, I've always considered
nio ==

MR, BOWiZ: To wilch ve object, Your Honow.

THE CCURT: Sustzin the objection.

MR, TONAHILL: FHe's qualified to gilve an znswer,

Judge.
Q (By Mr. Burleson) Have you foraad such an opinlon?
A Yes, ;ir, I have.
[+} Would you tell us what that opinion 1s, as to whethar

or not you feel like --
MR. BCWIE: Ve object, Your Henor.
Q (By Mr. Burleson) What is the opinion?
A Well, =--
THE COUAT: Do you object %o it?
1HR. ALEKANDER: Yes, sir, we obJect to it.

THE COURT: Sustain ¢he objection.

CommissioN ExHIBIT No. 2406—Continued
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MR, BURLESON: Xote our exception.

MK, TONAMILL: Exception. May we complete the
Bill now?

THE CCUKT: No, sir,

MR. TONAHILL: Kote our exception.

MR. BURLESON: We'll pass Him.

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. WADE:

Q Mr. Howvard?

A Yese, sir.

Q I believe you sald that you knew the defendant, Jack

Ruby, socislly as a club operator. Is that right?

A Yes, sir.

Q You're not in dusiness with hia in any way?

A No, sir.

Q You hven't financed him or znything, down thera?

A No, sir.

Q I believe you said he always had one or more of his

dogs with him wherevar he went?

A Yes, sir.

Q I believe you said you rever had seen hla cry, déid you?
A No, I don't believe =-

Q Did you?

A No, I haven't seen tears roll down his cheeks, in that

sense of the word.
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Q Was he the type persez, Mr. Heward, tuat zluways ilxed

to be kaown, or you aight say a nacme dropper, or thal iype of

person?
A Yes, sir, tkat's trua.
Q He 1iked to xnou or call so ané so laportant peorle as

his friends, isn't thal right?

A Yes, he's very outgoing.

Q He's very outgoing and was he the type that likel to =
wall thought of, I guess is one way of putting it?

A '/l'hls is truea.

Q And he, I assune, would tell you who he Xnew arnd who
was at his place, and one thing and another, that might be
some people prominent in some field in Dallas, 1is that right?
A No, I don't think that he was what you might classir

as a social climber, not in that sense.

Q No, I'm talking about one that wanted to be liled, and
wanted to Know inportant people. In a sense you cight say
egotisticsl, in that sense?

A This is true, yes, sir.

Q In other words, I'm not saying 1t very well, but ze
liked to == he sought the limelight, of a sort?

A This is very true.
Q That's very true. Aad, for instance, if he was up in

the City Hall on Friday nignt, in the mlddle of all tke

caneras and telling them who everybody was, assuaing he vas,

CommissioN ExHiBIT No. 2406—Continued
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1| that's the type thing Le would like, don't you think? Zx=-
2| plaining it to tha cameramen ;‘e"ho everybody was around the Clity
3| Hall?
4f A Well, he lilked to be in the middle of things, no matter
5| what it was.
¢! Q No matter what it was, he always liked to be right in
7{ the middle of it?
8] A Yes.
9} Q Now, I believe you sald when he caze to talk to you
10| about Jada, and he said that he had some controversy?
ul 4 I belleve so, yes, sir.
12} Q Some two or three waoks bdefore that. What kind of con-
13| troversy was that?
14 MR. BURLZSON: We object to him going lato that,
15 as irrelevant and imaaterial what the conversation was.
16 MR. WADE: He's already gone into the coaversa-
17 tion,-Your Honor.
18 THE CCURT: Wnat was the question?
19 MR, BELLI: If Your Honor please, evea if soze-
20 thipg is asked that is irrelevant on direct, but not
21 objected to, it can't be broken into on cross. It's
22 irrelevant. We sapy it's time wasting to go into any
23 controversy he aight have had with a strip teascr, or
24 with Jada. Now, if Your Honor thinks it's important,
2 as we haven't anything to hide, let's go into 1t.

CommissioN ExHiBIT No. 2406—Continued
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1 THEZ COURT: What was the question?
2 MR. BELLI: The.cnatroversy with Jada, a sizip
3 teaser.
4 MR. WADE: 1I'1l withdraw it.
51 Q (By Mr. Wade) I believe the F.B.I. interviewed you,
¢ | 4id they not?
71 A Yos, they did.
g8l Q I bellieve you told them that he was quick teapered, =
¢ | rough and tumble scrapper, didn't you?
10 4 That's right.
n| e As a matter of fact, he went to the YMCA to bulld his
12| body up all the time. You lulow about thet?
13 4 He was quite a health fadist, yes, sir.
M| Q He was quite a health fzdist. And he was an egctist
15 to some extent?
1) A I would prosume so.
171 Q You vould think so. And wherever anything was going
18| on, he liked to be right in the middle of it?
194 4 Well, he was of that nature.
=0 qQ And wherover he went he had cards of his club, that ke
21| would pass out or give away, according to the situstion, would
22| he not?
RN This is true.
2%l qQ He did that many times ln your preseace, didn't he?
251 A Yes, he did.

CommMissioN ExHIBIT No. 2406—Continued



66¢

10

1

13

14

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

o
ot
“©w

Q He was trylng to promote business fer his club?
A That's true.
Q But he always carrled tkhea in his pocket snd he wsuld

spread thea out whon you were with hiam?

A Yes, that's true.

Q And he tried to, or axu, give the impression that ke
vas tough enough to xzep down trouble i1a his club, is that
right?

A I don't know whethsr he tried to give that icpresziea

or not, but whea it caue to a show=-down, he was right there.

Q He was pretty tough, wasa't he?

A Yes, he wass.

Q Angd you've szen him throw people out of his clud?

A Yos, I huve.

Q Down the steps?

A Well, not exactly. on those particular occasions, dut

I have seen him 1a hic aix-ups, yes.

Did you ever sze hirc carry a gun outside the clubd?
Yes, he alwsys had a gua with hia.

Always had a gua with Lin?

Yes, sir.

You never d1d report that to the police or anyt'ﬁi:;g?

No, I didn't report it.

O » O P> O » O

You never 4d14?

3

No, sir. When I say he had a gun, he always had 1t in
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the money bag. I uced to sec it when ke would threw It i h
czry i¥ we went sozeplace. We vould have dinnar or sesciting

like that, end he would throw this bag down, with tke gun in

tke money.

< Did he carry that into wherever he was eating? The
gun?

A No, he would gonotiames lesve it in the car, I thini.
Q Soustimes lock it up in the car?

A That's right.

Q According to where he was at the time, I prezuce?

A That's right.

Q He had a place to loclt it up in his gleve compartment?
A I think he put it in thz beck end of the car, in tac
trunk,

Q You've seen hiu do that oa occasien?

A Yas, air.

Q Have Yyou ever teen tarzet practicing with hiz?

A No.

Q You never have ssen hir shoot tke gun?

A No..

Q But usually when he want -~ I ascume you all ate zt

nice restaurants when you were with him, as a general rulc?
A Oh, yes. Nicae places, hotels.
Q He would gezerally lock bls gun up in the car, rather

than teke 1t inside with hiz, into tho restaurant?

CommissioN ExHiBrr No. 2406—Continued
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A Well, this wasa't aliaye the occcosion, Lots of tices
he wouldn't have 1t on his person, or it zight de {a the-ecar,
whon he would open the back of the car and fish in the deck to
get what he wanted, it would be obvious it was thore.

Q To be more specific then, many times you said, I dellew
that he didn't have it wita him?

A This is true.

Q 4nd many times when he had it with hia in your presencs
he would lock it up in the car, zccordong to the place you

were going into?

A Well, he didn't wait uatil he went some place to lock

it up. It was usually in the back of the car.

Q He usually carried it in the back of the car?
A Yes.
Q You would say that he is quick or high tempered, il you

would describs him, would you not?
Yes, "I would.
aAnd you would say he was a rough and tumdle fighter?

Yes, sir.

o » O »

mt he liked to be in the center of things, vhatever
13 golng on? The center of attraction to some extent, in thel
1f anything is going on, he wants to be in the middle of it.
Is that right?

A Well, I would say he's been in the middle of 2 lot of

thircgs on a lot of occasions, yes.
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Q How long have you livad in Jellas, Mr. Howard?
A Thirty-two, three years.
Q Thirty=-tvo or thirty-thee years.

MR, WADE: Pass the vitness.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. BURLESON:
Q Mr. Howard, you knew that Jack Ruby was in a foster
hoze when he was five years old?
A Yes,

MR. WADE: We object to that. It's leading and
suggestive.

THE COURT: Sustcin the objection to it.

MR, WADE: Whea he was five years old? Did he
gay something =-- Have you known Ruby since he was five
years old?

A No.

MR, BURLESON: Mr. Wade 1sn't slleved to ask
questions. We heve him on dlrect examination.

MR, WADE: Well, I didn't hear the question.

KR. DURLESON: Then we can ask the court reporter
to read it back.

THE COURT: Go shead, Mr. Burleson.

Q (By Mr. Burlesan) KNow, you say in snswer to li>. Wode's
question, that Juck 1iked to be in the center of things, is
that right?
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4 I say na's an oulgeinz parsen. ‘le'c aAct an inlrvew:
e 15 & porson that's always.-in tha 21dlle of thingz. Wica
he's out on the street walking aroind ho's taliiing to poorle,

going to parties, and he ackcs timgell kaown.

Q Did you krnow that Jack lwd arranjed an interview for
ir, Wade?
HR. BOWIE: To whbich "ve& object as leading, Your
Honor.
THE COURT: Susta’n the objection.
Q (By Mr. Burleson) Statc tha facts with reference to

whether or not you kaaw adout tha interview that Jack Ruby
arranged for Mr. Wade?
THE COURT: I sustained the objection, ir.
Burleson. Get on to souathing else.
MR, BURLESON: I thought the objection was to
leading.
*THE COURT: You rephrased the question te ask the
same Question.
MR. TONAHILL: Note our exception. There wsesn't
any objJection to the next question, Judge.
MR. ALEXANDER: He disoboyed the Court's ruling
on it, Your Honor.
Q (By Mr. Burleson) Nov, you say Jack handed out cards.
Is that correct?

A Yes, sir.
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Q That was for his Carousel Club?
A Yas, sir.
Q Now, did he hand thore out much like politicians hand=-

ing them out?
A Woll, he would hand thea out to anybody that was 2

prospective customer.

Q Much like a politician would when he was lookinz for a
vote?

A Well, I wouldn't know about that.

Q Now, on these occasions that you saw Jack with & gun,

did you always see ooney with him?
A Yes.
MR. BURLE3GON: That's all.,
RECROSS ’.’.IA}’.T.L'NATION
BY MR. WADE:

Q Do you own a club yourself?

A I opdrate and manzge a slut, yes, sir.

Q What club 1is that?

A The Stork Clud.

Q Is that --

A It's a private clubd.

Q It's not a strip club, is 1t?

A Ohy no. It's s supper club.

Q Where is that located?

A Oon Oak Lawn, across from the Village. I've had it Jor
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about thrae years nov.
Q It's a private club?
A Yas, sir.
Q But you don't hava =
A Sh, ne. It's a supper club.

HAR. WADE:t That's all.

MR, BURLESCN: That's all.

THE COUKRT: The court will be racessed until rizne

o'clock Monday aoraning.

L
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— Commission Exhibit No. 2407

D. V. HARKNESS
a witness called by the State, being first duly sworn,
testified on his oath as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. ALEXANDER:

Q You're Sgt, D. V. Harkness?
A Yes, sir.
Q What bureau or division of the Dallas Police Departament

are you assigned to?

A Traffic Division.

Q And were you so employed and assigned back on

November 23, 1863%

A Yea, sir.

Q That would have been & Saturday, would it not?

A Yos, sir.

Q Directing your attention ton around two=-thirty or three

o'clock in the afterncon nn that Saturday, November 23, 1663,
I'1l ask you if you were assigned to the vicinity of the en--

trance of the County Jall to assist in traffic and handling

people?
A Yes, sir, I was.
Q Now I'll ask you if you Were anticips.ing the transfer

of Oswald at around four o'clack?
A Yes, sir, we were.

Q Now, sometime after three o'clock, I'll ask you if o
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