
peen disturbed by a tendency of some law enforcement authorities as well as

some defense counsel to try their cases, outside the courtroom. Responsible

elements in the news media also have recognized that the media have

sometimes contributed to such violations of fair trial by sensational and

prejudicial stories and pictures relating to accused persons.

The American Bar Association does not suggest the imposition of

involuntary restrictions on freedom in news presentation, but recent events

have dramatically emphasized the urgent need for voluntary restraints on the

part of law enforcement officers, members of the bar, and the news media alike.

The trial of Jack Ruby may afford a partial opportunity to repair some

of the damage to the image of criminal justice in America.

	

The judicial

process must not be further impaired by additional sensationalism, which would

inevitably result if television of the trial were permitted .

	

Such a use of television

also would violate Canon 35 of the Canons of Judicial Ethic. of the American Bar

Association, which provides in part as follows :

. .The broadcasting or televising of court proceedings
detract from the a ential dignity of the proceedings, distract
participants and witnesses in giving testimony, and create
misconceptions with respect ,hereto in the minds of the public
and should not be permitted."

Canon 35 recently has undergone the most careful study and re-examination,

and was reaffirmed by the House of Delegates of the American Bar Association

in February, 1963 .

The American Bar Association believes that the paramount interest in

the trial of Ruby is a fair trial, conducted with the full dignity of the law. It

urges that the pub..c authorities, defense counsel and the news media join in

reaffirming by example what is meant in America by justice under law.

COMMISSION EXHIBIT NO . 2183-Continued

The New York Times - November 28, 1963 - Page L - 23

San Fran-is~i B ;
,N01',3 in C

SAN FRANCISCO, :,-
-The Dar ?is,.r,:atsx'_ of
C:SCO Cfl.? :C ":I 1 . .

eater _

COMMISSION EXHIBIT NO. 2184




