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@ uarraorans jnvolved. The widespread publicizing of Oswald's alleged guilt, involving
ASSOCIATION ‘(‘ A Committee on Public Relatiors statements by ofiicials and public disclosures of the details of "evidence,”
i
o Shase T — .
T e would have made it exiremely difficult to impanel an unprejudiced jury and
Mendman
Dirotter of Febive Reiiiom afford the accused a fair trial. It conceivably could have prevented any
Yor Release at & p.rm. Suturday, December 7, 19€3 Jawful trial of Oswald due to the difficulty of finding jurors who had not been
AMERICAN BAR STATEMENT "DEPLORES" judiced by these public statements.
PROPOSALS TO TELEVISE RUBY TRIAL
Official laxity resulting in excessive and prejudicial publicity reached
Chicago ~-- The Board of Governors of the American Bar Association ita limax in the pre-annousced renoval of Oswaid {rom the city jail and the

reieased the following statement through ABA headquarters in Chicage: spectacle of his murder--iiterally in the arms of police officers and before

The American Bar Association deplores proposals that the trial of the eyes of the television audience. This act, in addition to its utter

Jack Ruby be televised. The reiated events already have reflected discredit lawlessness, has now forever precluded the determination by judicial process

upon certain aspects of criminai justice in this country. of Oswald's guilt or innocence and perhaps the resolution of important related

The shocking assassination of President Kennedy and its aftermath questions of background and associations.

have received unprecedented coverage in the news media of the world. The The American Bar Association commends the appointment of a

residential Commission ta investigate and report publicly on the assassination.

broadcast media and the press performed a worthy public service in bringing

to the public, fully and promptly, the essential facts of that tragic and But this cannot be and is not intanded as an adequate substitute for a fair

portentous event. In addition to the deep huinan interest and distress, there judicial trial of Oswald.

was an urgent public concern in knowing that the law enforcement authorities The American Bar Association also commends the Dallas Bar Association

were discharging their duty with all the promptness, thorcughness and faithfulness for its sclicitude for a fair trial for Oswald and for its prompt tender of legal

that the situation demanded. The public certainly was entitled to know the facts assistance o him.

Although the cxces in the Oswald case were doubticss influenced by

about the arrest of Oswald and also to know that the evidence was deemed

sufficient to charge him with the crime. the extreme emotional streds surrounding the assassination of President Kennedy,

But what occurred i Dallas went far beyond the requirements of this it must be acknowledged that excessive and prejudicial publicity with respect to

legitimate public interest. It struck at the heart of our fundamental rule of criminal cases is not unusual in America. The Judiciary and the Bar have long

law with its guarantees of a fair trial for everyone, however heinous the crime
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been disturbed by a tendency of some law enforcement authorities as well as

some defense counsel to try thelr emt the
elements |n the news media also have recognized that the media have
! buted to such violations of falr trial by sensational and

prejudicial stories and pictures relating to accused p

&hmmm‘_ iation does not suggest the imposition of
involuntary restrictions on freedom In news presentstion, but recent events
have dramatically emphasized the urgent need for veluntary restraints on the
part of law enfs cfficers, bers of the bar, and the news media alike.
ﬂl&l@ldl“?agyrm_miwww!oﬂ.rmn
of the damage to the image of criminal justice in Amurica. The judicial
process must not be further impaired by additional ationalism, which would
i result if televisi dﬁcui_h!-wam Such & use of television
also would violate Canon 35 of the Canons of Judicial Ethics of the American Bar

Association, which provides in part as follows:

...‘rhe ‘broadeasting or m-vm.n. of court proceedings
act from the e 1 dignity of &'mﬁnﬂ distract
particlp m-‘..“"nm and create
concepticns with respect thereto in the minds of the public
and should not be permitted."

Canon 35 recently has undergone the most careful study and ios

and was reaffirmed by the House of Delegates of the American Bar As

in February, 1963.

The American Bar As bal that the paramount interest in
the trial of Ruby ls a fair trial, conducted with the full dignity of the law. It
axges that the publlc orities, defense counsel and the news media joln in
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