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Protective Researeh ] Continusd Los Harvey Oswald

— Assassination of Presideat

Neow Orleans, Louisiana " Depmmber 1-5, 196)| Joka F, Kesnedy

TRVESTIGATION WABE BT

SA Antheny K, Gerrets and
0 Counts

SINoesny

dvs 1 dgation thus far has failed
\. eatablish that the "FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA COMOMITTEE"
had offices at 5kk Camp Street, kew Orlsans, It has
1ikewlos been impossible to [ind anyone who recalls
ever seeing Les Harvey Oswald at this address,

ek
ATLS OF IRVESTION

Reference is made to repart dated 12-)-63, submitted by 54 4, G, Vial and covering
investigstion conductod during the periocd November 22, 1563, through Lecamber 2, 1563,
by SA's A, G, Vial, Antheny E, Gsrrets, and Reger D, Counts, as woll as S5aiC Joha W,
Rice,

Cn Pages 1L and 15 of the doned report, nt was made on the audress
"Shiy Canp Street, New (rleans, la,®, which npund on sose of the literature ia the
possession of Lae Harvey Uswvald wien he was arrested by mesbers of the Few Urleans
Police Lepartment on Ge¥=63 lor fightlng with seversl Cubans, seatlon of the address
'SLI; Canp Street™ is also mace on Fage 2 of wy repert of 12-4=b), covoring lavestigatl
conducted by SAIC Joha W, Rice and myself durlng the periocd Novesber 23-27, 1963,

On 12=1-0), mw\l.n‘ agent intervieved Nr, Arcesto M, Rodrigues, 5r,, 1205 5t, Charle
Avenue, Hev Orlesas = Telephones 5233720,

Fr, Rodrigues, S0, 18 72 years of ane, having/bors in ivana, Cuda an S-15-91, iir,
Rodrigues stated that he attended the Chenet [nstitute (no longer existent) at lew
Orleans, completing a high schoocl course and specialising in inglish, This was about
1907, He sald ra m-qml\r attended the Souls Businass Colleye, dew Jrleans,

oa in bar, 1509, baviig, cosplated & 2-year concerclal course,
hmumummm established himsell in the whosesale
electrical business, He sald he contlaued in Lhe electrical business in Havaua until
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Novenber, 1960, :hen Castro confisoated all of his assets, including his hLore in
Havana, his country estate outside of Hevana, and 21l of his other properties, bank
account, eta,

Mr, Podriguez, Sr, stated that Serglo Arocacha Smith, mentioned on Page 15 of SA

Vial's report of 12-3«63, was formerly the New Orleans delegate ol the Cuban Levolue
tionary Council, with offices at 5Lk Camp Street, Room 46, second tloor, Mew urleans,
La, He egaid that Arcacha was “fired®” from hls vonition a= lew urleans delejate to

the "C R C* by the orieniration's main ofiice in flami, because practically all Cuoans
in New Orleans vere a;ainat Arcacha and his activities = not because he was cooperating
with Castro but because of his dishonesty, According to Mr, Rodriguez, Arcacha was
misappropriating the organisation's funds, !Ir, Rodriguez was of the opiniocn that
Arcecha may possibly be now in Miami but not at all certain as to this,

¥r, Rodriguez, Sr, stated that Carlos Ouiroga, mentioned on Pages 1L and 2C or Sa
Vial's report of 12-3~63 knew Arcacha well and wae with hir frequently {very close
connrction) at Shl Camp Street, Mr, Rodriguez did not know what hapnaned to juiro,a's
connection with Arcacha after the latter was fired,

¥r, Rodrifuer rtated that Arcacha made frequent visite to the office of Roony Caire,
then located at 705 Cagali Bldg,, New Orlesnsa, ile sald Ronny Caire was \ro principal
organizer of the orzanization known ae "CRUSADE TO FRFF CUBA COMITTFRM, with heac-
quarters at Ronny Caire's office end not at SLL Camp Street, lle said that lom/ vaire
had prevailed upon Arcacha to join or pecomo & part of the "CRUSALE 10 s.0.- Gu..
COMMITIFE® and that Arcacha was conneoted with the "CRUSALE™ even after he was ured
as New Orleans delegate to the "CUBAN REVULUITONARY COUNCIL", against the opinion of
the Cubans,

According to ir, Rodrigueg, Sr,, Carlos quiroga was not an actual member ol eitner tne
SCRUSALE [0 FRES CUBA" or the “CUBAN KEVOLULLUNARY COUSGIL" but participated in seeiings
held for the purpose of promoting unity among or bewween the several local aitl=cuastra
organizations such as tha “CUBAN RLEVOLUTLIUNARY CuUNCIL™ and the "Siuicinrb' KhiullaveiRY
DIkrCTORATE ™

¥r, Rodriguez, Sr, stated that the "CRUSALE TO FREE CUBA COFMITTEk" wac Lounded prie
marily to raise funds with which %o buy arms and supplies for use by the "Loudi
RLVOLULIGHARY COUACIL" and that the “"CRUSALE™ hac no actual revelutiovnary activitias
of sny kind against Castro, He added that the "CRUSALE™ was, nowever, delinitely
opposed to Castro and would oifer cooperation in the overthrow of Castro.

Mr, Rodriguss, Sr, stated that Roony Caire had & quantity of pamphlets or circulars
printed, which he had distributed by hand, soliciting funds for the “CRLSALEL (v rilk
CUBA COYMITTEE,® According to Mr, Rodrigues, konny Caire showed tnau contriouv.cas
were 1o be sent either to Shl Camp Street or to the Post vffice bax of Sergio arcacha,

Mr, Rodrigues, Sr, said that he had never seen Uswald in nis iife and only knew that
Oswald had had a fight with Carlos Bringuler and two other Cubans oa Canal Street, sew
Orleans, for shich he had been arrested on 8«9<63, He said that he had no idea why
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the “sATR PLAY ¥Dt CUBA COMMITITRE" was using the address of Shl Casp Sirest, low
Orleans, former address of the "CUBAN RTVOI UTIONARY COUNCIL,™ an anti-Castro or
sation, wrereas the "F P C C® was pro~Castro, Mr, Rodriguez saic he did not xaow o4
anyone who had belonged to the "F P C C,™

i=

¥r, Rodriguez stated that recent newspaper articles had indicated that uswald's lucier
landlady at Jew Orleans had stated that Uswald's wife often attiaded meetings at
Orleans, yet she conld only speak Russian, piving rise to the suspicloa, in
guez's mind, that there must harve bean other Russian apeaking persons anan_uL sach
meatings, {(Subscjient to this interview with ir, Rodriguez, Sr,, Teportlie « et cone
tacted Hrs, Jesse J, Garner, L$1l Marazine St,, New Urleans, Oswald's former land.aws,
She denied having made any statements to the eilect that usvald's wife had irejuently
attended meetings at New Orleans, explalning that, as far as she knew, Uswald's wile
very seldon left their apartment and when sha did leave the apartment it was mosily to
£0 to = neighborhood grocery to buy bread, milk, and items of that nature, [he said
she did not know of anyone who would have looked after Ars, vswald's l; year ola caild
while she vould have been attanding such meetings, It was her cefinite belief that
Hrs, Oswald did not attend any such meetin;s and certainly not on a frequent basis,)

Un 12-1-63 intervicued Mr, Manuel Gil, 912 icania St,, New Orleans - velevhonos
9LL-1171, mentionad on Page 15 of SA Vial'a report of 12-3-63, ir, Cil stated taat ne
did not know Jswald personally and had aever seen him, ‘'ia srid he had seen photos of
Osuald on television and in nawspapars since Prasident lLennndy's assassination,

¥r, Gil stated that he has been a mamber of the "CUBAN REVULUIIUNAMNY CuUisClL" sor acout
the past two years, He sald that tiis oryanlzation fermerly had o:fices at Sk Caro
St., 2ad floor, for about eix months during 1901-62; that Sergio Arcacha {mith veen
the New Orleans delegate to the "C R C." lic suid thav Luis Ravel, arnesto .. uouriguez,
Sr,, Arnesto N. Rodripues, Jr,, Serylo Arcacha 3mith, and hinmsell were authoriivu to
sign checks in behalt of the "C R C", as was Carlos J, Grimader, CPA,

¥r, Gil stated that Corlisc Lamont, publishar or the booklet wenbitliud ".ne irime
Against Cuba" is a notorious Cammunist or so he has heard, io also statea trat the
"rAIR PLAY FOR CUgA COCAITTFE™ is a well-known Comrunist front and is uirecteg fros
Havana,

Manuel Gil statea that he is prevently employed as Prouuction faraper by "k
INCURAATLION COUNCIL OF Tl AM:WICAL", exnlaining that he wakes Lape Iecorulies ol
information received from reifugees from Cam:unist countries, which recurdings are
broadcast in Latin American countries, ue indicated that soae ol these rccordings are
also used in sane Louisiana schools, "luk LirUndaAcION COUNCIL Or fio AfiniCab, Lul"
has offices at 620 Gravier Street, New Urieans - Welephoner 523-36lu.

Qn 12-2-63 interviewed Mr, Luis Ravel, 4651 Farigny St., New (rleans - selepi
282-7981 (next door), Thie is aotually the telephone number of Charles i, Cawp,
Ravel's sonein-law,
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ir, L ovel suated that ho was lomeorly conanected with the "CULAN hily

S.h Camp Ct,, asew Orleans, and had becomo the Mew Urleans delegate to this or; anization
vhen Sorslo Arcacha Smith was Pfired" from that posivion, .‘r, ilavel sald he h.
scen Lou narvey Oswald peraonally and could furmish no information about nim,
Kavel was shown a copy of the booklet entitled "The Crime Agalnst wupa" put cowlo
£ no informaticn as to why the ruober stamp imrrescion "¢ P C C Shh Camp i,
e V., LA,® appeared on this bookloi,

nish
D3

Mr, Ravel stated that the MCU3AN REVULUTIUMARY CUUNCIL" had left behind gquite a lew
rropi s1da lea.ieis or pamphlets at SLL Camp Street when they moved Lraw that a.cress,
at which tise the headjuarters for this organization wtre moved o his hote &t LLSL
Marigny St., hew urleans,

»r. Ravel stated that Billy Monteleone, ol the lionteleone Hotel, New JOrleans, had been
Chairman and Sponsor of the "CRUSALL TO rittk CUBa CuLiITikk,™

jir, 7avel stated that Serrio Arcacha Omith had a poor reputation for honesty into.ar
as financizl matiers were concerned; tnat Arcacha was suspected of havin, enmbozilad
some of tha funds of the "CUBAN REVOLUTIUHARY COULCIL," iie galc that aArcacna had
allegodly gone to ‘iasl about & year or 3o agv after he had been fired as delegate at
Wew Jrlieias by the "C R C,"

On 12-2-63 renorting agent recoived a telephone call from lir, Arnssto Rodriguez, Sr.
Ve polnted out that the "CUJA. JUUTIVIARY CULICILY had moved fram 5Lk Camp Streot,
New Orlcans, better than 1} years ago, shereas it appeared that the activities of the
AR PiSY FOR CL34 COMAITILE" here apparently occurred during July and August, 1903,

On 12-2-43 reporting agent also received a telephone call from lir, Luls lavel, FHe
stated that he had looked up some records and determined that he took over as delegate
for the "CUZT: wiVOLULIUNARY CGUNCIL," hew urloms, in rebruary, 1902, and a saory time
therearter moved thia organization's office from SLh Camp Street to his hone, iie said
that tre "CRUSAI® TO FRFE CUBA CITAITTRE™ was organized shortly thereaiter aad lasted
cnly about a munth or so, Mr, Ravel stated that the "CUBAN R*VOLUIIUNARY CuUsCL® is
still in oxistence, the presant delegate being ir, FRANX sAtlES, 1608 rason Saith Ave.,
Metairie, La, = Telephone: 835-3462, who ralntalns the organization's oirice av his
home, Ravel also stated that Carlos Bringuier had also been & member ol Lhe "CUUAN
REVOLUTTUSARY COJNCIL™ but is now a delegate for the "STULINIS' REV.LLULIuALY LIRCCIUAATE®
at New Urleans,

During interviews with Luis Ravel he informed me that he had left .ew Urleans aoout &
year or so ago and gone to Venszuela to take part in the anti-Casiro wovements in that
gountry; that he overtaxed his strength by working too hard in such activities and
suffered what could be classed as a nervous break-down, ie is sald to be presently
under the care of a psychiatrist and to have divorced himself from any anti«lastro
activities whatsoever because of his health,

On 12-2-63 called at the office of the Hotel, lMotel, and Restaurant Employees' Unlion,
Local #166, located at 5Ll Camp St,, dew Urleans, wiere I interviewed wr, iobert Davis

Ungre, Ceoretary=Treasurer, and !irs, Helen McCarthy, Office Secretary, with nogative
results., They atated that they had never seen Lee Harvey Oswald and knew nothing of the
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®ALL. TLAY (0K CUBA CUTIITTEE® ever belng at this address,

On 12-2-63 called at the office of Amalpamated Assooiation of Stroet Rlectric I
otor Coach Lipioyees of America, ArL- CIO, Livision 117k, with oilices on the
floor at SLk Carp St,., New Orlesns, interviewing Mr, George &, Gay, Presideat. “r. Gay
stated that he has been in New Orlsana for about threc years; that ne does not recall
ever scelr lee .lirvey Oswald in the Nowman Building locatad ot £LY Camp Street or clse~
whare in %ew Orleans; further, that he had naver heard of the "FAIR PLAY ¥D2 CHBA
COUTITT "

At approximately 2:00 P, M, en 12-2-6) reporting agent telephoned Ronry Caice, Acver=
1cy proprietor, with orfices at his hame located at 616 Dumaine St,, Yew
Caire stated that Serglo Arcacha Smith had at one time been a cdelegate to
RIVOLUTION :Y COUNCIL® at Kew urleans, He sald that funds collacted by the
MCRUSATE TO FRE CUsA COMITTIEP wora deposited in the Whitney Rational bank, flew
Orleans; that the drive to raise funds was not too successful and the crisade gradually
*folced up.® He s2ld he knew nothing of lLoe Harvey Oswald ever having any connections
with the adcress at SLh Camp Strest, New Orieans,

.s
On 12-2-63 reporting agent interviewed iir, William A, Hontelewne, President, .lonteleone
lotel, lew vrlcans, ‘e stated thalne had been persuadod by & number of his iriencs to
Join the "C.USADE 70 (RIE CLBA CUIMITTLL" and that lLe was chosen as Genoral Chai
of the organization, Mr, Monteleone statod that the "CRUSAIE TO rREb CUsA COMM T
was oryanized to raise funds in support ol the “GJBAU ULUYIUNARY COUdCIT."; that 1t
wac soon reclizea that all af the Iunds ralsed by the "CRUGALK LU rher CUSA COLIIINRE®
were boir: 1sed to cefray expenses Incurred by the MCUBAN REVOLULTOWARY CUUNCIL™ such
as newspaper, telsvision and radio publicity, etc., etc, He stated that interest in
the "CRUSALE TO FALL CUBA CXU1ITTEE® soon faded and the organization "folded up,* Mr.
Hontelaone could furnish no information re Lee larvey Oswald,

On the afternoon of 12-2-63 contacted iir, San Newman, 1337 Mithra St,, New vrlsans,
owner of the Wewnan Bullding located at Shh Camp St,, wew vrleans, and had him come to
the office for interview, During the intervisw ir, Jewnan stated that the "CuBl
REVOLUTICJARY CONCIL" had occupied office space in Room #6 of the wewman suilding from
October, 1961, throuch February, 1962; that the orfice occupied by them rented for
£50,00 per monthy that the "G R C" failed to pay their rent monthly and owed hin about
$250.00 in back rent when they moved, He stated that on L=3+63 vr. Carlos ¢, urimader,
Certified Public Accountant, Audubon Bldg,, dew Urleans, who acted as Accountant for
the “CUSAN REVOLUTIONARY CQMMIITEE® on a voluntary basis, drew him & check rfor 5100,00
in part payment of the rent owed by the "C R C" and that he received no further paymenis
from them, »r, Newnan stated that Sergio Arcacha Smith and Carlos Quirega were con-
nected with the "C R C¥,

Mr, Newman stated that the "CUBAN REVOLUIIONARY COUNCIL® left a lot of literature in
their office when they moved from the Newman Building; that when they failed to return
for it he had it disposed of by turning it over to the Salvation Army or sone such
organization, Nr, Newmsn was shown a photograph of Lee Harvey Oswald but stated that
He could not recall ever seelng Oswald anyvhere,
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U're .9wman stated that when tho "CUSAN RIVILULIDNAKY CIUNCIL® vacated the lewnan
2311ding they falled to surrender the keys to their office, adding that they had nad
several sets of keys to the office, He sald that about ten days or two weeks ait:r the
Cubwis bad moved, he had occasion to visit the Nevraa Uuilding one day and on that
occasion he s3w a young white man unlocking the door to the office for-.rrly occunied by
the "CUSAYN RPVOLUTIONARY COURCIL," iie said he asked this rellow wvt.at he was doing and
ke rerarked that he was taking over the alflce, whereupon .'r, Lewnan tola hix that the
office rad been closed and that the "CJla%N WrVSLULLUMARY COUNCIL® no loner nad otiice
space in the .icwman Lulldiag and that he would have to leave, He sald there were no
indicziions thit the fellow had used the otiice previously, rr, wewman cescribed this
indivicual as: *hite; male; 22/2L; 5-93; 145 1bs.; fair complexionj light brown or
blond hair; spoke with a Spanlsh accent,

.ro Rewman stated that when last peen, Serglo Arcacha Smith claimed to ba celling
1ife insurance, The name S-RCIO AXCACHA is listed in the 1962 iew urleans city directory
with address et U523 Duolessis St, ilis wife's name is shown s "Yariso L,* and his
occuration 13 shown as "Clerk,” The above address is located in a housing cevelepment
kncwn as "Parkchester Apartments,®

»
S A 1 stated cduring this interview that one Jack S, Martin, who lives at the corme
or Trolanacde Ave, and N, Prieur €t,, had brought Cergio Arcacha and Carlos Luiroya to
hin and recawmended them to him as prospective tenmts, (/e said that ‘artin had also
broacht them to “ayor Victor fchiro, “ew Jrleans, ané¢ had helped them to pet a charter
or pernit to operate In hew Jrloans, i'e sald thst on one occaslon Quircga anpeared to
have a short wave radio transmitter which he was trying to repair,

¥r, Yewran stated that he has not rentad any offices to new tenants in the Yewman

Build Skl Carp Street, since about September, 1962, He could furaish no infor-aticam
a3 to why the rubber stamp inpreasion "F P C C SLL Camp ST, Nwn OiLFAN3, LA," cared
in the booklet "The Crime Against Cuba™ vhich had been recovered trom wswald when ie

was arrested at Yew urleans on 8963,

¥r, Nevman stated that someone phoned him about three months age anc wantaed to rest

‘of Iices for night meetings and wanted to make an appointment to meet him, :e said
nothing tracspirited as a result of thils telephone gall, He also stated that about
four or five months ago another fellow (wnive; male; about 37/38; 5-11; mediuz buildj
1i bt olive couplexlon; dark eyes; dsrk brown hair) came to see him abouc reating an
office which he wanted to use for night clasges in Spanish, hLe said this oilice rented
for §30,00 per month and the subjeot pald him $30.00 rental and came back tra sare
week-end to see him, He said this fellow later told him he had not recruited sufricient
students and that he no longer wanted the space. tie told wr, Newman to keop the 37,00
which he had pald him as rental,

Luring the late afternoen of 12-2-63 reparting sgent interviewed .ir, Homny Calre, 616
Duralne St., hew Jrleans, where he resides and whers he also operates an acvertising
agency, .r, Caire stated that he seerod to racall Uswald applying for a job with his
ageacy while he had olfices at 7045 Cirall Bldg,, corner Camp and Canal Sts,, .ew

Orleans, ie said this was several months ago and about the time Uswald had a radlo debate

over Radio “tation WUSU, New Orleans, in August, 1963, He sald this was the only time
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he had coen Ogswald and for that reason he cuuld not be positive In dcentilying Oswald's
photograph that he was the man ho had in mind, Fr, Calre eould furnish no information
re Oswald using Sl Camp Street as an address,

During the interview with ¥r, Ronny Caire, he stated that Cergio Arcacha may be wanted
on a Dyer Act chargo; that Arcacha allegedly drove a car from Xow vrleans to diani,

On 12-5-63 reporting agent interviewad “r, Aobert E. Devalle, Dirsctor of rinance,

City of lLew urleans, also Kr, Joseph Orlesh, Secretary to the Director of Finance, to
dater~ hether the FAIR PLAY FOR CUBA COMITTEE® had applied for a permit from the
City of ¥New Urlcans to operate in New Orleans, It was found that this organization was
not of record with the Director of Finance,

On 12-6-63 SAIC Rice inquired of FBI Spaclal Agent Paul Ilker, New Orleans, as 4o the
results of any investijation which thay may hava conducted in an attamat to connect
Lse llarvey Oswald and the "FAIR PLAY FOR CURA CQMITIEL" with the address 5Ll Camp
Stroect, New Orleans, SA Alker advised that they had checked this angle out thoroushly
but with nerative resultis,

.
InDTTOPED 1FATS

The overall investigatlon with refersnce to Lee Yarvey Ocwald 15 being continued at
tlew Orleans and in the ovent any information is develaped which would piace him at
SLL Camp St,, New Orleans, it will be the subject of another repart,

AEG/ L
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