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The Picture With a Life of its Own

(Continued from page 9)  Shaffer was extremely
cordial und that he and Krakower discussed legal mat-
ters. “Then he turned to me,” Harris said, “and asked
if T knew Miles Hirson. I said no, but that 1 had known
his brother Roger when we both attended Friends Semi-
nary in New York City.”" Harris is sull baffled as to
how Shaffer knew of his long-ago acquaintanceship
with a schoolmate.

The two showed Shaffer the Llown-up assassina-
tion picture with the mystery figure in the Lackground,
Shaffer simply asked how Harris had gotten the pic-
ture and the process used in its cnlargement, After-
witrds, the three men were called into J. Lee Rankin's
office. Perfunctory greetings followed and Rankin
inspected the picture. “He did not say one word while
we were in there,” Krakower said later. “"He didn't
register a thing.”

T;c three men returned to the other office and
Shaffer brought out a huge photograph of the same
scene. “They obviously had been studying this from
every angle,” remarked Krakower. “Shaffer said he
did not know if it was Oswald, but that the commission
was fascinated by it. I told him my client was thinking
of writing an article for publication on the subject. Hie
asketd if we would please not write anything or release
any publicity about it and to cooperate with the com-
mission. 1 agreed.”

The three next had lunch together. Shaffer gave
Krakower telephone numbers where he could be
reached at his home and at his Justice Department
and Warren Commission offices. Shaffer reportedly
told them to call or write to him at any time and as-
sured them that he would kecp in touch with them.
Harris and Krakower then returned to New York.

A few weeks later Harris finally learned that the
man shown in the doorway had been reliably identified
as one Billy Lovelady, a warehouseman at the Book
Depository who had worked with Oswald. Unknown to
Harris and Krakower, Lovelady had been identified
as the figure in the picture by the FBI the day after
the assassination. {This was, apparently, the source for
the AP caption put out on December 2.)

This development did not deter Harris and Kra-
kower, “What we want is conclusive proof that the
man is not Oswald, not just the bland assurance it is
Lovelady,” Krakower says. “There should be a total
investigation of this facet of the case. The president of
the American Bar Association was appointed ‘defense
counsel’ to Lee Harvey Oswald by the Warren Com-
mission. He should be allowed to cross-examine Love-
lady as if Oswald were alive and on trial and had in-
troduced this picture as evidence in his defense. God,
1 hope it isn't Oswald in the picture. But I want it
established beyond any doubt at all.”

For some two weeks after their Washington mect-
ing, Shaffer and Krakower continued to communicate
Ly mail and telephone. In a letter written early in
March, Krakower pointedly referred to an articte pub-
lished in Commentary, which raised several provocative
questions relative to the assassination and the in-
vestigation. He has not since heard from Shaffer or
any other staff mémber of the commission.

ecause he believes the commission did not act
in good faith with him, Krakower no longer {ecls hound
to kecp his pledge of silence. “In this case, involving
the assassination of the President of the United States,
if there was any kind of conspiracy and the fact was
concealed and I was in a position to contribute one
scintilla of evidence and didnt do it, I wouldn't be
able to live with myself,” he commented. “Where do
I get off bucking the commission? Maybe better minds
are right. But you always end up saying the truth is
the truth and no S.O.B. has a right to say it is not
Oswuld unless he supplies proof. That's all we are
asking. I pray it is Lovelady.”

Both Harris and Krakower have taken precau-
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tions against someone trying to halt their private
crusade. Krakower has written letters detaiting his in-
volvement in the case, to be held in escrow against
the chance that something happens to him. Harris has
placed a positive print of the assassination scene in
a Manhattan bank vault. He keeps all his photos, cor-
respondence dealing with the case, magazine articles
and other paraphernalia in a sea-lion skin traveling bag.

Last month Harnis hired a young man named Bill
Beckman, of Fort Worth, to go to Dallas and attempt
to get a picture of Lovelady. It wasn't long before
Lovelady realized he was being shadowed. He would
spot Beckman sitting in a pickup truck near the loading
platform of the Book Depository or trailing him on
foot. He always managed to clude Beckman or duck
just as his picture was about to be snapped. This by-
play went on for almost three wecks. Beckman, how-
ever, was determined to succeed. One Friday as Love-
ludy was about to quit work, Beckman stationed him-
sclf outside on the sidewalk. e later described the
episode in a report: “At 4:40 I saw L. and a blonde
(20 years) girl, I edged back and waited, camera poised.
The girl, from around the corner, stampeded up in a
rage and slapped my right forcarm and began an
abusive tirade.” The “blonde girl,” as Beckman later
learned to his surprise, was Lovelady's wife. Lovelady,
meanwhile, had called a patrolman who was directing
traffic and the three were taken to police headquarters.
They were then transferred to the police surveillance
office and after some questioning were released. Beck-
man waus advised to leave Dallas.

Lovelady is flatly unwilling, understandably so,
to have his picture published. As he put it, in a Texas
drawl heavy enough to chew on, “Some crazy S.0.B.
might take a shot at me because I look like Oswald”
He docs, in fact, bear a similarity to Oswald. He is
about an inch shorter, stockier and his hair, sparse like
Oswald’s, is a bit darker. But an impressionistic camera
image could minimize these differences. “Hell, I'm
better lookin’ than he was," Lovelady enjoys saying.

Lovclady maintains it is he standing in the door-
way at the moment of the assassination. I was stand-
ing on the first step,” he told me when I interviewed
him two weeks ago in Dallas. “Several people in the
picturc saw me. That lady shading her eyes works here
on the second floor.”

Lovclady said that the night following the assas-
sination two FBI agents visited his home, "They said
they had a blown-up picture they wanted me to see.
Right away 1 pointed to me and they scemed relieved.
Onc had a big smile on his face because it wasn't O -
wald. They said they had a big discussion down -t
the FBI and one guy said it just had to be Oswald.”

£nvcl;\dy recalled that shortly after the assassina-
tion when Oswald’s image appeared and reappeared
on television programs, his two stepchildren, a boy
six and a girl four, would point to the screen and say,
“There’s daddy.” He said that while watching the motor-
cade from the doorway of the Book Depository he
distinctly hcard three shots—'there was one, then a
pause and two fast ones.” In the confusion that fol-
lowed he said he ran 75 to 100 yards to where the
Presidential limousine had been, “but, man, they were
going by thut time.”” He returned to the warchouse and
a roll call was taken of the dozen or so men in his
work gang. Only Oswald was missing.

Lovelady remembers that on the morning of No-
vember 22, the day of the assassination, he had seen
Oswald on the sixth floor of the warehouse. “I was
putting in some flooring and he came over and asked
about some book orders. We had a 10 o'clock break,
then went back to work until noon, when we knocked
off for lunch and to sce the President.” He said he
could not recall whether Oswald went downstairs with
the rest of the men because both were working on
different jobs. And besides, Oswald didn't mingle much.

e

. . . Lovelady maintains it is he
standing in the doorway at the moment

of the assassination. ‘Hell, I'm better

”

lookin’ than he was, he says . . .

Lovelady does not attempt to disguise his dislike
of Oswald. “He was quiet, carried on no conversa-
tion. He'd keep to himself mostly. He might read a
book or a magazine or something but he'd have nothing
to do with nobody. He'd ask a question about the
orders, maybe, but that’s about all. I can talk to a guy
a couple of minutes and te!t whether I like him. 1
didn't like Oswald.”

Lovelady is more than a little irked by the atten-
tion he has reccived over the picture that still haunts
Jones Harris. “The FBI, Secret Service, and the War-
ren Commission have all questioned me I don't know
how many times,” he remarked. He remains dead set
against having his picture taken. "I got a wife and
three kids to take care of and don't want trouble by
having my mug in a newspaper,” he explains.

J. W. Altgens, veteran AP photographer in Dallas,
recalls shooting the classic assassination picture in
great detail. "I was about 30 feet in front of the
President’s limousine on Mrs. Kennedy's side. I re-
member hearing what I thought was a firecracker at
the instant I snapped the picture. I was going to make
another picture, the one 1 was really set up for, when
I realized what had happened and I froze, aghast”

7:1 days ago, still brooding over the picture,
Jones Harris flew to Dallas, met with Lovelady and
talked with him for about a quarter of an hour.
Lovelady told him, yes, it wos he standing in the
doorway. Lovclady also_told him that the FBI had
taken several pictures of him, presumably to com-
pare with the AP picture of the assassination scene.
Lovelady also said that on November 22 he was wear-
ing a red-and-white striped sport shirt buttoned near
the neck.

Harris left Dallas still unconvinced. “I admit
there is a strong resemblance betwcen Lovelady and
the blow-up of the figure standing in the doorway,”
he said. “But the figure in the picture does not appear
to be wearing a striped shirt and it is buttoned very
low, showing much of his white T-shirt. Why doesn’t
the FBI or the Warren Commission have Lovelady
pose in the doorway and have Altgens take a picture
from the same distance and with the same camera as
on November 22?"

Altgens, one of the very few witnesses who was
close enough actually to see the President shot, is
able to describe in minute detail what happened at
that terrible moment. Yet, he has never heen ques-
tioned by the FBI or the Warren Comu: >sion.

The Warren Commission is expected to release
its full rcport on the assassination of President
Kennedy in a matter of weeks, perhaps before June
is out. Jones Harris hopes the report will resolve
all his doubts about the identity of the man in the
doorway. Until then, Harris insists on doubting.
“It's all very strange,” he says.

*The FBI ftold the Herald Tribune that it had
turncd over to the Warrew Commission everything
it had om the assassination amd that it could not
furnish o picture of Billy Lovelody at this time.
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