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Statement by Secretariat .of Fourth International

Moscow-Peking Dispute Enters a New Stage
[The following is the text of a

abatement on the elm_"Het db "
Dnia adopted by the Vnited Ilse-
retarlet of the Forth gatemation-
Y ass I'd, 25, 1"S.]

The interruption of the "ideo-
logical rooterence" which was held
m Moscow between the repress n-
tetives of the leaders of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union
and of the Chine. Communist
Party opens a new phase in the
area-navies

rift
and In the crisis

of stamtbm. The new Phase be-
e clearer from the publication

.June 14, 1965, of the "25P.m..
cmcemlng the general line

of the International communistmovement
issued by the

CenmatCommittee of the CCP and the
"Open Latter" m reply given by
the Central Committee of the
CPSV a month later.
The Fourth International, theworld Party of the Socialist Rev-

olution founded by Leon Trotsky,
onside. It necessary to state
Publicly the stand It takes on the
qu .ll- raised In the discussion
between the Communist Parties of
the Soviet Union and the Chinese
Peoples Republic . This L all the

necessary as the CPSU'u
"Open Letter' explicitly refers to
the positions of the Trolakyiatmovement

and accuses the Chi-_
Communlst Party of "acting

real Tmtakyisis ." It also ec-
m.ass the Chinese represenativea

I . Ceylon of being m "clam con-
tact with the faction of Edmund
Samarakoddy, which la an inatm-
meat of the so-called Fourth In-
temaUnnal (Traeskrists) ;' and
slates that the Trotskyist Fourth .
Inarnallonal has sent an Open
Letter w the Chinese Communist
Party " mnpletely approving Pe-
king'. artivitiea"
The position of the Fourth In-

temaUocal on the Smo-Soviet rift
b embodied In a document adopt-
ed at the Reunlfirallon Congress
of the Fourth International, held
m Italy from June 21 to June 2e,
end just published In a special
issue of the magazine Quatrldn e
International, (No. 19, 21e annbe) .
We summarise the Idea developed
m that donoment, and clarify our
eland on the essential problem.
posed both m the "25 Points" of
the CCP and the "Ope. Letter' of
the CPSU.

I

The Fourth International is of
the opinion that the discussion
wnatea I . the world commmsist

ement as a result of the Slno-
sows[ rift iu a healthy develop-
ment. Far from "weske,dr, the
socialist tamp" and "objectively
helping imparlailam

:"
a frank and

public debatem all the basic prob-
Iems and and straagy o, the
world socialist rev.mttm ran nmy
contribute to laeologir.l and to-
Rtical clarification In the working-
class m men[ end the anti-im-
perlatiatmovement of me colonial
ountrl., and

	

by strengthen
the struggle. of aR the anti-cap-
Itslbt and anti_imperishal I.rce .
m the world .

It a Indeed a step forward that
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the discussion la now finally tak-
ing place out in the open, and that
the ridiculous spectacle of Khro-
shchev concentrating his attacks
on Albania and Mao directing his
Ire against Yugoslavia is finally

when the main debate for
peara was between the CCP and
the CPSU.
Public discussions on ideological

differences within in world rev-
olutionary movement are far from
being alien to the Marxist-Lenin-
tat tradition. All great ideological
dlscusslona to Lenin's time, either
before the October Revolution or
after it, were waged by Lenin and
the Bolsheviks in public, for the be-
-fit of all workers and Marxists,
m the tradition of Rose Luxem-
burg's struggle against the reform-
,at leadership of the German So-
ctal-Democratic Party before 1914,
or for that matter, the struggle of
the Left in the Sxiallst Intems-
Honal from 1900 onwartls against
Bernstein and Mlllerandiem (re
gardffg participation of socialists
In bourgeois governments) .

Also all the discussions dnrmg
the first four congresses of the
Communist International, m
Lenin's lifetime, w conducted
publicly. The minutes of these
congresses, were, published. Tnese
discussions involved q-lions con-
cerning the tactics of man parties
m Germany. Italy . France and
Crechoslovakls, and also quastlms

emlng many tactical problems
posed m the process of the build-
ing of the Soviet State.

Nothing b Fear

11 the mmmational c

	

un)at
me.t could onna-ainto

public discussions when Bt was re-
latively weak and when the first
Soviet State, encircled by enemies,
as mvvolved)n a civil war, withits
_my nearly broker, down,

au-I, the mtarn.tlmai anvamant
has nothing to fear from soon diu-
cusslons when it is immemely
stronger and when the Soviet
Union b the aecena industrial
power m the world, s_ended
by workers' states both In Europe
and In Asia. Moreover, the world
relationship of forces has deri-
alvely changed at the expense of
imperialism, in favor of the oil-
r .ptbllat forces .
The argument that such discvs-

slona help the Imperialists to know
what is going on In the -).list
amp I, not valid . The bourgeois
prep has kept itself "informed"
about the SIno-Soviet differences
for many yea. . Imperialist powers
and the colonial bourgeoisie lave
fmly z_ulatsd on the extent of
the rift and tried to profit from it .
The only force misled was the in-
temationai working clan which
as pravented from Intervening

In the debate . Once Main it has
been Proved that the method, of

erret diplomacy" within the
working-clan roovement can only
help imperialism and capitalism.
A clear distinction should be

anon. between . discussion m
the problems of strategy and ac-
ties of the mbmaUonal working
Ztan and revo1,timary movement
on the one hand, and the prob-
lems of mutual relations between
various workers' sates m the
other . While we favor frank and
public discussions between par-
ties, we stress the absolute neces-
.lty of mamtalnIng -it, of .coon
among the workers' sates In the
mllltsry, diplomatic and economic
fields. In order m ensure this, it
is necessary to establish the rela-
tlom among workers' sates strict-ly

an the basis of eq uality . ena an
way m and for all wire the
theory oft the "sate-guide" and
the "Party-guide." Common action
by the workers' sates moat be at-
alned by mutual cmsultsUms and
negotiation . without an y s tate
having the possibility of dictating
to the others.

Secret diplomacy between Cons.
moist Parties was Introduced In

world revolutlmary movementby
Smlm to defend the n .rrow

I
.-

THE MILITANT

HOW TO CON%pIN HIM? A basic dividing issue between Peking
and Moscow is 7h,w best to hold back Washington's war drive.
Chine
e

	

se fear Klisushehev would make deal with Kennedy at their
xpense .

terasU of the Soviet bureaucracy
which had usurped power in the
Soviet Union . Servile submlasion
of the leadership f aR C--

Parties to the Soviet human-
racy was likewise introduced m
the world movement by Stalin. We
call upon aH co units, and
Particularly the rommurdsts of
China who say, that they are fight-

, Ing for equality between Corn-
munlst Parties, and the co
.lets of the Soviet Union who
claim that they are "nquidsting
the consequences of the cult of
Stalin's personality:' to eradicate
these buresucratle methods o
and for all from the in

	

.1-al
c,mmumsl movement .
Do not hide difference. from

your militants and the working
class!
Do not replace Ideological di,-

cusalon by secret diolomacyi
FI6hRi4a i attlonalions e

which
ic

-once of
all

ocea
e aHtglante to M-arxism-Lenln-
Such a nce must I,-

clods .11
Communist

Parties, the
Fourth International, the FIdeIbta
,,rata m Cuba and Latin Coar-
e,the Yugoslav League of Com-

munlatuX "pro-Chinese" cotnmu-
nlsts e pellcd from the official
Communist Parties, It alone can
thrash out

.11
all the problems of

r .teey and [same of the world
mvolu

	

auc movement today, not
m a bureaucratic

rich

	

er but on
the

basis
sh

of tthe

	

revolutionary
years. nee of the last twentyyears.

11
The Khroshchev leadership en-

deavors to cloud the I
.- . by

pretending that the Chi. .. con,
unbt. "desire a nuclear war," or
re indifferent to the danger of a

nuclear world war breaking auk."
This is nothing but pure and sim-
ple slander, objectively helping me
anti-Chinese and anticonununist
propaganda of American imperial-
ism.

It Is, tin . that the Chinese CP
m soma of its old dominants while
supporting the Soviet Union m its
fight for the de.wcdon and ban-
cm, of ccl..r weapon., which
coratitute a great danger to the
working class o1 the world, some-
timeaused formula which implied

underatimation of the deslroc-
tive Power of these weapons.
When the CPSU'. "Open Loiter"
m reply to the CCP'. "25 Points"
retinue, to argue on the assump-

tion that the CCP would be "In-
different" to nuclear war or that
the Chinese eve, wanted to un-
leash such war, it is clear that
the Soviet leadership deliberately
distorts and falsifies the CCP's
positions clearly slated In points
15, 16 and 17 of the CCP'. docu-
meet.
m reality the discussion I. the

world evolutionary men[
does not and cannot center .round
the "advisability o not" of

IT.the nuclear war, for
outside a handful of madmen

p a
defend such a suicidal pro-

posall Inside the International
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working I... movement. Nor does
the dlscunion center a and the
destructive potential of a nuclear

r . This again is not a problem
of "tactics" but e scientific fact.
THE REAL DISCUSSION DOES
NOT RELATE TO THE POLICIES
OF WORKERS' STATES (neither
of the Soviet Union n of the
Chinese Peoples Republic), BUT
TO THE POLICIES OF THE
COMMUNIST PARTIES AND
THE REVOLUTIONARY MOVE-
MENT IN THE COLONIES.
Nowhere In their "25 Points"

have the Chinese asked the So-
viet ..is to initials an armed i.-
tervention m the anti-Imperiallat
struggle, of the -l-L1 people .
What they do ask Is that the Com-
munist Parses of the imperialist
ena the rnloni,l countries should
not use the slogan of "peaceful co-
existence" between e .is. u an
earn. for "peaceful co-existe.ce"
with their own bourprobi. and ascore, for their abandonment of

volutimary atmingy and tactics
in is, ., of reformist and revisim-
ist opportunism of the crassest
type.

Armed Straggle
The Chinese art absolutely right

n drawing the attention of the
ntst m

	

ant to the well
factfact thanaR vlrtorioua rev-

olutions so far (not only 1 . the
pre-nuclear era, but also since the
development of nuclear weapon.)
had to be fmpht with arms for
the overthrow of the enemy as

a demmstr,ted by the Vlet-
se, the Cuban, and the Al-

gerian revolutions.
It is a monstrous slander, there-

tore, to identify revolutionists
who state these undeniable truth,
with people wanting to provoke a
nuclear war . On the contrary, the
Chinese .r. generally ju.tiftea
when they stale that only the
successful - Including, H n
nry, armed - struggles of the
colonial masse,sseaainagainst Bmperla!-
ism, and pmletarlm
revolution. m the Bmparla2t
cu .trle. can, m the final analysis,
disarm world impart.&.., aeubp,
nuclear weapons and gn.rantee
definite and lastlne De.ce for
mankind .
deVInasmuch ea the Chinese Cons-
consists more or less advocate the
above general line, w ---
them against the rlghbwing op-
portunism of the Khroshchev ten-
Oy on the question of world
lotion . The Chinese now share

the TroUkyist criticism of the e -
treme right-wing degeneration of
me CPs, i.e., the Dange leads,

ship's treacherous support [m
India] of in own bourgeoisie
against not only the Chinese work-

s' sate but even against the rev-
olutionary workers and peasants
put m jail by Nehru; the Amer-
ican Communist Party's scandal-

appeal to the Negroes and
workers W support the Democratic
party of monopoly capitalism and
of the most rabid cegregationiatc
the French Communist Party's
ignominious passivity during the

Algerian war ; the Italian Com-
anist Party's revisionist theory

that a capitalist society can be
transformed into a socialist society
by "stroctuml reforms" by parlis-
entary means, without having to

overthrow the bourgeois state and
without the conquest of Dower by
works. and poor peasants . To that
extent w support their general
criticism of these CP leaderships.
We question at the same time the
onslatency of the CCP position
when Peking maintains silence
-or the Indonesian CP's oDDOr'
tools[ support to Suit.-.'. hour-
geois regime.
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On the other hand, when the
"25 Points" of the CCP contend
(point 23) that Yugoslavia has
ceasad to be a workers' stale and
has become a capitalist country,

when the Chinese (point 19)
say that "some people" exaggerate
the problem of a "certain Person'!
role" m the taut, when they oak
for a di,ens,I,, on "the criticism
of Slav.;" we certainly canna[ ap-
prove their positions .

Non-Marxist Vim

The CCP L correct when it re-
Iu.es m attribute too much Im-
portance to the role of a single
Individual and refuse . to accept
the non-M .rxhat thesis of Khuush-
chev that the terrible crime,, rom-
raltted under Stall. against coon-
mlub and workers m the Soviet

Union and against the internation-
al working class, were due to the
-.tied "par... .Rtr aWt." The
Chinese are also right when they
criticise Khroshchev for wanting
to "make one person responsible
for aW faults and glorifying him-
.IffoIf with 11 merib" (point 19) .
This criticism of the Khroshchev
leadership la volld only if It is used
to push the socalled "de-Stalm-
Ization" process further than
Khroshchev has. This criticism
becomes irresponvIble and Incor-
rect if it is used for combating
the Pas of de-Stalinization assuch

.
The crimes committed against

me entire old-suss leaaaranhp of
the Soviet Communist Party, the
majority of whom were physically
liquidated by Stalin ; the crimes
remitted against the interns-

tionel working class by the Sal-
inist leadership, which bled to
sabotage and prevent revolution-

e
struggles hi many cmnbi,s

y cal and very concrete.
Md

ve
these crimes live today In the

n.I usness of million. of co -
tunlsb, evolutionary workers
and peasants m many countries,
above all a, the Soviet Union and
in the workers' state of Europe,
When we critlelse Khroshchev',

policies on these problems we
must say: these crime, were not
the =mm rerponsibimy of sat-
in alone but were the collective
reaponaibility of the entire lead-

='p of the CPSU of that period.
Tnese tame. can be e,Dl,ined in
a M.r.Jat way mfr If we - them
a. the expremlon of the Interests
of a bureaucnUt caste which had
usurped the power of the workers
and poor peasants and had sup-
pressed Soviet democracy as a real
instrument of proletarian power.
In order to prevent a evival of
such crime., h l. not enough to

d
ce Stalin as a Person. It bnecessary a destroy the political,

social and economic privileges of
the bureaucracy, to restore real
Soviet democracy on the basis of
elected workers' c .cues to r
store the right of cu

	

,in

	

to
form tendenctas within the CP
(for, as the Chinese CP Itself has
sated, a minority can be right
within a CPt, and to restore thee
right of workers to form new
working-class parties within the
framework of Soviet legality and
n the basis of the socialist co -

stitutlon. It b necessary to re-
establish the =Is that the "party

(C.ntmued on Peg. 6)
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maximum" (maximum income of
a party member in administration)
be nothigher than the average in-
come of skilled workers, as under
Lenin. Above all it is necessary to
entrust the workers with real
power in the factories by estab-
lishing workers self-management
through workers' councils.
Such a criticism of Khrushch-

would be very welcome and very
popular among the communists
and workers in the Soviet Union
and other workers' states. The
CPSU's Open Letter correctly
states that the mass of the Soviet
people certainly support de-Stal-
inization. Any attempt by the
Chinese to fight de-Sialinization
will only cut them off completely
from the rank-and-file workers
and communists in all workers'
states.
The Fourth International can

under no circumstances support
the position of the Chinese CP on
de-Stalinization . We seek to de-
velop our criticism of the Khrush-
chev leadership in the opposite
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direction. We firmly maintain that
only a political revolution will
restore real Soviet power in the
Soviet Union. The liquidation of
the abuses and privileges of the
bureaucracy will immensely
strengthen the Soviet Union and
international communism.
We also reject the Chinese cam-

paign against the Yugoslav com-
munists and their characterization
of the Yugoslav state as a capital-
ist state. The Chinese are correct
in their denunciation of the ex-
treme right-wing deviation of
Yugoslavia in her foreign policy.
But the nature of the state in
Yugoslavia as elsewhere is deter-
mined by thV property relations.
The property relations in Yugos-
lavia are those of a workers' state
as much if not more so than in
1948 when the Chinese CP also
considered Yugoslavia a "socialist
country."
The Chinese communists are, of

course, justified in their denuncia-
tion of Khrushchev's non-Marxist
theory of "the state. of the people"
as a substitute for the dictatorship
of the proletariat in the Soviet
Union. They are right in denying
the validity of Khrushchev's -
also Stalin's! - theory that a
classless society has already been
established in the Soviet Union.
They point out correctly that
there are still two classes [work-
ers and peasants] in the Soviet
Union, thereby exploding the the-
ory that the building of socialism
has already been accomplished in
that country. But when the Chi-
nese quote extensively from Le-
nin's State and Revolution in

order to prove that as long as
classes exist, the state will also
exist, they seem to "forget" the
other dialectical part of this fun-
damental truth, also developed by
Lenin in State and Revolution : the
dictatorship of the proletariat is
a "state of a special type," a
"state which begins to wither
away," because more and more
state functions should be ex-
ercised collectively by the mass
of the working people . The Chi-
nese do not seem to insist, as Le-
nin insisted, on the necessity of a
constant development and increase
of socialist democracy, on the nec-
essity of fighting again and again
against bureaucratic deformation
and degeneration by placing real
power to the hands of the mass
of the workers. Why? Perhaps
because it is the Yugoslav "re-
visionists" who have made the
greatest progress in this field? Or
is it because in China itself there
are powerful bureaucratic deform-
ations and the mass of the work-
erz do not exercise direct state
power as elaborated in State and
Revolution?

IV
This in brief represents the

Trotskyist position in the present
"great debate" within the world
communist movement.
The Trotskyists extend whole-

hearted but critical support to the
Chinese and the left-wing ten-
dencies within the various CP's
which fight against the right-wing
opportunism of their pro-Khrush-
chev leaderships in the colonial
countries as well as in the im-
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New Stage
perialist countries.
We critically support the Chi-

nese call for a revolutionary
orientation of the CPS in the cap-
ttalist countries as the only means
of effectively fighting imperialism
and imperialist preparations for
nuclear war.
But contrary to the tendencies

of Khrushchev and Mao the
Trotskyists defend the principles
of Marxism-Leninism against any
attempt to revise them to suit the
immediate interests of any bu-
reaucratic group or caste, or to
distort them to reflect the tem-
porary advantages of any workers'
state . We strive to develop the
theory of Marxism-Leninism so
that, within the great revolution-
ary upheaval mankind . i s passing
through in the present epoch, it
can reflect the general historical
aspirations of the international
working class and of mankind as
a whole. We repeat, mankind's
only way out of the present crisis
is a successful international so-
cialist revolution .
The present crisis reflects the

urgent necessity for the world
communist movement to come out
of the morass in which Stalinism
had sought to drown it- in order
to answer the demands of the
present period. We repeat our con-
crete proposal to all communists
throughout the world:
Forward to an international con-

ference of all organizations owing
allegiance to Marxism-Leninism!
Forward toward revival of

Marxism-Leninism through work-
ers' democracy and international
debate .
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