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Dear Mr, Rankin ;

MENTAL HEALTH
DEPARTMENT OF FADBIXKOXttlt+EE11CAR£

Be'w Is a resume of the data collected and cllnl a evaluation done at
the Institute for Juvenile Research on Jack Ruby n~1927..

The report consists of three sections . Se~ i n on c~ntalns a systematic
presentation of tM data apportioned from[the case reeb d. Section two
contains a surtsmry of data on action taken by the ns t e on completion
of the evaluation .

	

Section three con

	

es~q psychiatri

	

valuation of the
data contained In the use record

	

s o evidence in the record
that such an evaluation was mad' b

	

t

	

psy h .t1i ..st.ff at that time .
You will also note that It is our

	

ress

e

that the material In the use
record is sketchy according to c r t p y iatric standards. With these
qualifications the follwing repois

	

by submitted.
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a., Background Information :

	

Jacob was admitted to the Institute far
Juvenile Research on June 6, 1922 . tie

was 1 years and

	

nths mid at the time and April 26, 1911,
(Ch' g

	

was 1

	

d as his birthday . The family was described
as "pa t

	

m odem" and their address listed as 3647 Roose-
vaIt Roa

	

wgo. Tho family occupied a five roan apartment
with .''ctrl . Tight and gas, with a bathroom inside In the hall-
way. TM monthly rant ws 532. Patient slept In the same bed
with two brothers . TM referral was code by the Jewish Social
Samicc Bureau and the reason was given as follows: "truancy and
IncorelyIble at ham." He ws described as qulckatenpored and
disobedlenI. At the liar of admission Jamb attended 5th grade.
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Background Informatio n (cont'd) :

The family obviously had numerous contacts with various social and ..]faro
agencies In the city . Batman 1913 and 1920 the case record lists thirteen
different entries Including such agencies as the Jewish Welfare Service and
the Municipal Court . Jacob's father, Joseph, was, at the time of the exami-
nation, separated from the family . He was 51 years of age, was born In
Russia, of Jewish religion, had been In the Unltc States for 17 years and
h(s occupation was given as carpenter . H. was de c 'bed as a quick tampered,
alcoholic, and sexually promiscuous man in good h a th e Mr . Rubenstein was
not Interviewed by the clinic staff. The mother w s born In Russin . Her
occupation was listed as a housewife. She was 46

	

of age -- 17 years
In the Unltod States . She eomplaInad of

	

ere

	

a es during menses,
otherwise her health was good . The recor

	

I!'aT

	

h3 Mrs . Rubenstein
had so

	

it
tie self control

	

that during

	

vorsatl

	

the slightest
Importance she became highly excited a . 9

n
st rapidly and often unin-

telligibly . She admitted losing he t m,er w'th the children and hitting
them . She yallod at the children ,

	

of h time ; there was always a lot
of noise In the home . She was d sc Ibad

	

Ing a very disagreeable dispo-
sition and e sharp tongue which Ia t

	

r uent quarrels with her neighbors,
to the point where she was ready to

	

'

o blows with them . In spit' of
her temper and soverity with

	

child

	

o was unable to control them
and was always getting In

	

rn
is

Itht

	

Inly because of choir delln-
quencles, their deceptiv

	

lone
a

	

disregard for other people's property .
Patient's truancy and I c rIgiblll

	

t home as well us the rest of his
"bad behavior" was cons d red by the o aminars to be caused by mother's
extralm cemparamont .

	

I

	

s Implio

	

at the boy's truancy was the result
of his not beIng able to a up o ti

	

and this In turn was related to
Mrs. Rubansteln's

	

~~siv

	

sl-pi

	

habit.

	

The examiners thought that
the "unusual a unnfl' cdf sleep m ght have been due to physical causes In
both mother a

1 . Hymen, 2bs-OCadu ed from high school, nervous, quick-tampered .
2. Hannah,

	

uated from business college, was In 111 health,
graduated at 14}.

7. Mary, 16, graduated at 14, finished 1 year of high school .
4. Gennie, died at ; .months .
5. Eve, 13 years, grade not known.
6. Jacob, patient .

COMMISSION EXHIBIT No. 1291-Continued
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7 . Sam, 9J years In school, grade not known, described as nervous.
0. Stevie, 7 years In school, truant from second grade.
9. Ids, 5 years

b. Clinical Information :

	

The clinical data and part . of the basic Information
apparently was collected

Interviewing methods . The bulk of the record, ho
Identical sets of self-administered questionnaire
out by the mother and the other presumably by the
one filling It out for the patient) . Some of the
matlon more or less significant but most
Ang other things this questionnaire form
anough to eat at home, did not belong
athletic team . He was not fond of h
father to his mother . The question,
e "no," cn the other hand the ques
had any friends with It
was not a sleepwalker and a .wet
mother and patient felt he was biggo
contrary to his mother's sta
others . He also differed
opinion was good . Jack
gave his nickname as "J
at school was "Jackass .'
felt he was too little t
that he did excel in athl
s good as that yYothra

nh
them . He

king a home
live terms th
mainly about
a leader and
with "Yes" the
planned to Injure
was fond of patient she was not proud of him.

rough semistructurod
or, consists of two
ms . One at filled
lent (obviously some-
tions produced Infer-

s were Irrelevant .
revea s i

	

[lent always had
clubs, was

	

t a member of any
but still preferred his
Ike girls" was answered with
he liked boys or whether he

from the questionnaire that he
did bite his nails. Both

other children In his class but
patl'ditTQund that M was stronger than

bouliP) s deportment which In his
s\classmates were picking on him and he

mother thought that his nickn- at
d that no wanted to be a mechanic but
hose this occupation . He also felt

inning and that his work was at least
e had friends, he could not get along

ucrlbad aabelng a good ballplayer and was proud of
In g

	

mother fended to describe him on more noga-
the boy'-deseripclon Indicated .

	

The mother complainedDidlsobedat hero and school . She did not consider him
dht M

	

his friends to lead him. The mother answered
than he ever broke his word or whether he ever
Mrs. Rubanstein also Indicated that though she

COMMISSION EXHIBIT No . 1291-Continued
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TM aducatlonal history reveals that he entered the public school system
at the ago of 4} years and he always attended public school . At the time
of the examination he was in the low fifth grade and It was stated that
he never repeated a grade. His best subject was arlthnmtlc . His worst
subject was spelling and history. His deportment at school was considered
not too good . The statement that he did not go to Sunday School probably
refers to the fact that M had no religious education outside of the pub-
Ilc school system .

A psychiatric Interview with patlant ylalded the

	

lowing addltlonal data :
"He Is cooperative, talks freely and states that a does not Ilke to live at
home because he does not like his mother . States i mother ties to him and
beats him so he runs away .

	

It was also montioned

	

there were frequent
Quarrels between patient and mother .

	

He

	

uwan
glvo n

	

other good reason
for running away fron school except that c

	

rat parks. Ho
has soma sax knowledge and Is greatly

	

stud in se u	terms . He stated
that the boys In the street tell him

	

t ese things . Ho also claims
that M can Ilck avefyma and enyto

	

n an t ing M wants to do ." It
was also noted on the "mental tes " hat

	

reacted quickly, often care-
lessly," his attention was apt t w der

	

that he had to be, held to task .
There was no evidence of sax dell

	

ugh It was mentioned that patient
masturbated frequently .

A Stanford-Binet Intallyge/m test N`Ts\administered on July 6, 1922 . and
yieldad an IQ of 94 .
Ph sical examination rev

	

1

	

ih

	

Might was 51 .3 Inches and his
we ht

ht
was 64 7 . }1~ s

	

dev

	

pad but not well nourished. TM phys-I
Ical a amlnatigr(r

	

ssntlal y negative axcapt for the following two
Items:

l . TM kh{rold glan9rv/as found to be somewhat enlarged .
2 .

	

Both~ta~tlclesy6 r~ not completely descended yet.

On July )0, 1922, the following letter was addressed to Miss London .
Representative of the Jewish Social Service, Bureau than located at

COMMISSION EXHIBIT No. 1291-Continued
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Mr . .f. Lee Rankle, General Counsel

Blow-lion cont'd

"Dear Madam: This boy was examined by me on July 6, 1922 .
Physical examination showed no findings of special Importance .
By mental test he gave 10 years, 7 months a
This boy was cooperative and talked freely
wandered and he states that he does not Ilk
because he does not like his mother . State
him so he runs away . He could give no adequ
running away from school but said to--h
parks. He has some sex knowledge a
In sex mattare. He stated that
him about these things . This
that he can lk everyone and

!,thing he want to do . Th
.

problem Is the hones situation
much attention and Is unabl
'Iran at home . His behavior i
experiences, his great Interest
street . From a

,
Street .
her. with him, It
his problem and t
of this boy. IC
into a new enviro
stool and where he
Thisl l tgud-t toand wil
and will Y6g-gdod sub:

CommissioN EXHIBITNo . 1291-Continued
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1800 South Street . The letter which summarizes the diagnostic conclusions
and makes recommendations reads as follows:

his IQ is 94,
Is attention
o live at home
s mother beats
reason for
amusement
terested

pys In the?®at tell
s egocentric, states
as anybody at any-

nt factor In this boy's
goeentrie and expects

t as there are many chll-
collored by his early sex
o gang situation in the

aminao~ of his mother who was,
at she has no Insight Into
quota

in
the further training

y advisable that ha be put
characteristics will be under-

uate suparvlslon and recreation .
crest away from the street gang

ie for his sex dmllnquoncy,",

Social Servlco Bureau Inquired at the Institute
They complained that they had not received

rely entirely on several telephone contacts .
erred Jacob to the Jewish Homo Finding Society

[his placement could be arranged It would be races-

On March 9, 1
about the pr
a written rep
They reported
for placement a(i
nary for the agency to have a report from the Institute.

	

The case at the
Institute ws closed with the following letter to the agency :

"in our last conference with regard to this boy the conclusion
reached was that the mother's mentality and general behavior Is

Follow-can Action (cont'd)

STATE OF ILLINOIS

MENTAL HEALTH
DEPARTMENT OF Pia9MKKGXV0EUP1XWRLx

such that . i t Is Impossible for her to adequately give this boy
the right kind of training and supervision . In our last con-
versation with the boy it was notlcod that he felt that the
mother was Inferior, therefore, he did not have to abide by her
rules. Placement In a home where Intalligenl supervision and
discipline can be given him is reconnandod

111 . Evaluation of the factual Information

From the point of view of current p
sketchy and contains many gaps so
nosis with any degree of cartalnt
established.

Mr . J . Lee Rankin . Ganaral Counsel

Jacob Rubenstein
Our #4376

	

April 15, 1964

knowledge the above data Is
of possible to make a dlag-
to,,howevar, saw firmly

1 . Family relationships were characi
bllity and disorganlzatl
of the family's margi
were Involved In s
clearly specified.
and It is not possl
nature of mother's
and materially gross)
character dl

	

er but
Infalleetu

	

ont (mentally deficient?) or grossly disturbed
emotional

act.; o

the poA of being psychotic.

by a high degree of Insta-
cy contacts are Indicative

tatus
,
,/A11 the children apparently

minor, delinquent activity not
cription of father Is available
ct from the accumulated data the
a might have boon an emotionally

dlvldual suffering from a severe
bme token she could have been of low

COMMISSION EXHIBIT No. 1291-Continued

2.. The unsta 1

	

end dlso g

	

Ized home could not provide Jack with the
necessary

	

rolz

	

d Izciplina. HI's relationship to both parents
we a appuren

	

d while-he claimed that he preferred his father,
he avidantly

	

ious open conflicts with his mother .

the evaluation does not contain a formal diagnosis. The term used in
Ilea of diagnosis "egocentric" would be very hard to translate Into
any of the modern diagnostic categories . It is strongly Implied,
however, that the poor social environment and the emotlons1, possibly
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Evaluation of the factual Information (cont'd)

also material deprivation were considered as causative factors.
The gross maternal Inadequacy and the complete breakdown of
limit setting and disciplinary parental functions were obviously
considered as the main causative agents . It Is also hinted that
father's absence from the home might have played a role . Jack's
contacts with delinquent or quasi delinqu t sub-cultures, street
gangs, ate. . might also have been contra yt~t'ng to the problem.

9. NoltIsyslcal condition of
record . The note on snlargd
marginal - finding with

	

astl
cel finding of soap`fntera

	

Is
Say be of,a cart

6. Measured by can
to gather the I

the Self-
dated

	

ad--nn of
the PO
for I
tlon.
basis
pass I
stain'

4, The data failed to yield any definite Infor
possible Central Nervous System damage . E
exsmlnations war. not yet avallab
clear concepts formulated yet as to
dysfunction might Influence th
Consequently, the data contell
nor rule out the presence o,
system Involvement .

Importance Is mentioned In the
old glands appears to be a very

significance . Tha'only modl-
descondod testicles. This .

s well as psychological Importance .

concerning any
roancephalographlc
ither were any
prvous system
s of behavior .

he record do neither support,
degree of control nervous

rds the clinical methods utilized
Inadequate . The testing methods,

astionnair. forms era grossly out-
one asked ware outright nalv. from

IaIV of our current knowledge. Such Isolated data
average I!1 94) Convoy little usarul Intorms-
ted, however.. In summary, that even on the
Meto and oven archaic Clinical data, It was
a certain valid conclusions about Jacob Ruben-

'and - family situation.
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We hops that this Information will be of help to you and the President's
Canalsslon . Please feel free to contact us If you wish additional Infor-
mation or If you wish to discuss the report .

RER:JEHtaa

Sincerely,

t~G
Raylr~d E\ qobertson. M. D.
Superlnten)le4t
Institute

	

orb Juvenile Research
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