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In rearonse to your request in our telephone conversation of
April 24, I have examined data on the expenditures of your� couples
,ith annual incomes after taxes of $2,000 to $3,000, as reported
Ln our Rurvey of Consumer E-ditures in 1960 1. Dills.. This is
c income class in which a person with income of $3,600 for a

16-month period would have beer, clnssi -icd. Although the samples
for subclnsaes of ':

	

_ .. ., . . .._s iucc: . :

	

i.e., young fami-
liea,

	

_rentingf

	

.,

	

small, tlw e, , _ .,,e nnnual
expenditures fo r=

	

~_a�yL ,;700 t:, ?~0 .iis would amount
to abeat

$95o t

	

_~ fc

	

. -..,ntr

Yhis estimate - .

	

,ou-into :__ . :,.3 couple 1n D:~.ias is generally
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lies in this -tin- class in
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Southern Region in the 1960-61
survey. It is also consi.C,: ::t ".rlth the cost of food budgets at
In- and moderate-cost levels, a estim,:- . by the U.S . Department
of Agriculture in January 1963 =or the 6on~h-u Region . The lo-cost
food budget for a couple, abed 20-34 years sus estimated

	

.20
per week,.or. :j842 for a 16 .month -erio_nn infant under 7
wouldh:wc added y2 .86 per-we::-or:~.1q3 for a 16-month

	

At
the moderate-cost level, the weekly cost for the couple
or $1,152 for a 16-month period, with an additional $3 .50aper-week,
or $242 for 16 -._oaths, for an infant .

The 1960 n -aditure survey in Dallas and the Bureau's standard
budget studies in Houston indicate that acouple would spend
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e.nproximately ŷ100 to $150 during a 16-month period for personal
care goods and services, e.g ., haircuts, cosmetics, etc. Transpor-
tation expenditures for families who did not o".m automobiles amounted
to about $200 at that time .

Sincerely yours,

Arnold E. Chase
Assistant Camaiseioner
"rites and Living Conditions
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