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-Te  LEE HARVEY OSWALD

. Gagen  INTERNAL SECURITY - R

SmominThe subject, who attempted to defect to Russia in October,
1959, and who was a member of the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve,
was given an undesirable discharge from the U, S. Marine Corps
Reserve 8/17/60. Subject born 10/18/39, New Orleans, Louisiana.
His father, EDWARD LEE OSVALD, died before subject's birth.
Subject moved with bis mother to Fort Worth, Texas, from New
orleans, Louisiana, in 1945. 2s a bigh school student at Fort Worth,
subject enlisted at nge 17 in the U. S. Marine Corps 10/24/56.
He received an honorable discharge 9/11/59 from the U, S. Marine
Corps and reenlisted as a Private in the USMC Reserve same day.
Following his discharge in September, 1959, subject visited
his mother at Fort Worth for a few days and lefi for New Orleans
with expressed intention of resuming employment in export-import
work, Subject's mother subsequently received letter from New
Orleans from subject advising be bad booked passage on a sbip
to Burope. Subject later renounced U. S. citizenship and sought:
to become a citizen of Russia, Subjoct reported to be residing
at Minsk, Russia, and is said to havo recently oxpressed a
desire farreturn of U. S. passport as he desired to retura to
U.S. under certain conditions.

-C -
DETAILS:
Investigation was predicated on information recoeived

by communication of January 11, 1961, from District Intelligence
o0ffice, 8tb Naval District, New Orleans, Louisiana, advising tbat
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LEE HARVEY OGWALD, who attemptod to'defect to“Russia in Octobor.
1959, and who was a momber of tho U. S. Marino Coxrps Resorve,
bad boon given nn undesirable dischargo from tho U.:S, KMarino;
Corps Resexrve on August 17, 1060,

Y. BACKGROUND
A, >~ Nama.and Aliases ‘
EE HARVEY OSWALD,~also known na_Leg_@sw;}gif/
B, ReBldomeg————

On April 28, 1960, Mrs. MARGUERITSNOSVALD, subjoect s
mother, currently residing at 1111 Herring AvoﬂEE:’Wnco, Toxas
where she was employod at MotHodist Oipbdns Houio,” VoluAtaer6d the
‘following information:

She statod that up until 1945 she and ber sons baa
lived at New Orleans, Louisiana., In 1945 they moved to Fort
VWorth, Texas, whore the subject attended high school until be
;gé;sted in the U. 8. Marine Corps at tb~ ame of 17 in October,

On June 28, 1961, Mrs. JAMES E. TAYLOR, 4936 Collingwood
Streot, Fort Worth, Texas, stated the subjoct and his mother
‘resided in a partly furnisbod upstairs apartment at 4936 Collingwood
Streot, from July 1, 1966, to May 1, 1957, except that subject’
sometime during the Fall of 1956, enlisted in the U, S. Marine
‘Corps at the age of 17. She advised that subject's brother,
ROBERT OSVALD, also resided at 4936 Collingwood until the time
of his marriage.

On April 10, 1961, Mrs. OSWALD voluntarily furnished the
information that she was currently residing at 1612 Hurley Street,
Fort Worth, Texas. She explained that she bad returned to Fort
Wogth about April 1, 1961, iIrom Boyd,  Texas, whero shoe had oporated:
a dress shop which she found nmecessary to close on account of
financial difficulties. Mrs., OSVALD related that during January,
1961, she bad made a trip to Washington, D. C,, for the purpose
of contacting the offico of the U, S, Secrotary of Stato in an
effort to obtain some information concerning subjoct. Sho stated
that she had fursishod all infoymation availablo in bor posscusion
concerning the subject and that sho bad in turn sought information
to ascertain bis current address. Sbo advised that she had
rocontly been informed by the Siate Dopartment that subjoct was
locatod at Minsk, Russin. She also advisod that it is bor uandor-
'standing that subject desires to roturn to the United States.
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C. _Employment

Mrs. OSWALD advised on April 28, 1960, that subject
bad been engaged in the export-import type of .employmont at.
New Orleans, Louisiana, after visiting her in Fort Worth, Texaos,
in 1959. 1In 1956 he was a student at the Fort Vorth High School
at ‘the time be enlisted in the U. S. Marine Corps in October,
1956. ' :

D, Citizenship Status

According to information furnished Ey\ura. OSVALD
in April, 1960, subject was bora Octcber 18, 1938, at New Orleans,
Louisiana., His father was EDWARD LEE OSWALD who died before
subject was born.

Mrs. OSWALD volunteered the information that subject
had taken bis birth certificate with him when he left Fort Worth,
Texas. . :

E, Nationality Background

No information available.
F._Education

Mrs. OSWALD stated on April 28, 1960, subjeoct was attending
high school at Fort Worth wben ho enlistediin the U. S, Marine
Corps. He has not finished high school.

On June 28, 1961, Dallas Confidential Informant T-1
advised that subject had specidl educational training while in the
U. S. Murine/gﬁﬁgs at Jacksonville, Florida, from March 18, 1957 to
May 3, 1857; iloxi, Mississippi, from May 4, 1957 to June 19,
1957. Subject bad special training as an electronics operator
and as a radio operator.

In April, 1960, Mrs. OSWALD advised that subject bad
informed her by letter sometimo during the Spring or Summor of
1959, that he had made arrangomonts to attond tha Albort
Schweitzer College in Switzorland. She also advised that a fow
days provious to April 28, 1960, she bad received a letter from
this college to the effect that subject was expected to arrive
on April 20, 1960.

On February 28, 1961, Dallas Confidential Xnformant T-2
advised that it bad been ascertained that subject never arxived
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at tho Albert Schwoitzer Collogo 'in Switzorland although bo had
paid a $25.00 .doposit toward school foe, The collogo had not -
ggg;d from subjoct since ho sent in his deposit during Juno of

G. Military record

Dallas T-1 advised on Junc 23, 1961, that subjoct,
assigned sorial number 1653230, had enlisted in the U, S. Marine
Corps on October 24, 1956, waile roziding at 498€ Colllngwood :
Streot, Fort Woxrth, Texas. On Septeubor 11, 1959, subjoct
roceived an bonorable discbarge from the U. S. Mavriue Coxrps
and ontered on the same dato as a Private First Class in the
U. S. Marine Corps Reserve, '

By *colitunication dated January 11, 19C1, tbo District
Intolligenco Office, Sth Naval District, Now Orloans, Louisiana, -
advisod that subjoct had been given an undesirable discharge from

the U. S. Marine Corps Reservo on August. 17, 19GO0,

H. Close Reclatives in Armcd Forces

On April 28, 1960, Mrs. MARGUERITE C, OSWALD stated
that she had two othexr sons, ROBEXT LEE OSWALD, ago 26, who
was formorly in the U. S. Air Forco, and JOLN_ESUARDYRIC, ‘ago
28, who was thon a Staff Sergeant in the U, $, Aii Joxce and
was thon stationed at Hirosoima, Japan.” TLis is Stalf Sexgoan
JOIN EDVWARD PIC, Air Foxcae No. 11313239,

"—~—~_————r~'~'—"‘—'—“

1. PhysictilcDoscriptionl

lrs. MARGUERITE OBWALD also on April 28, 1980,

;u'nishad the follewing description of ILEE IIARVLY OSVALD:

Raco: White

Sex: Male

Ago: 20 (1960)

Dato of birth: Octobor 18, 19359

Place of birth: New Orloans, Louisiana.
Hoight: 5110

Weight:' 165 1lbs.

Tyos: Slue

fadxr: Light brown, wavy
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J. _ldontification Record °

,l IOn erruary 21, 1961, the following advised the
had no record.;n theLr_iLles iéuntitinble_vith subjaect: Y

° B. P, SPEARS Id.entiﬂ.cution Division, and CONNIE'
g?gr;tCe::ral gngords ﬁivision,‘?ort VOrth,,Texés,‘Police
) ' tme! and W, M., YOUNG, Xdentification ] -
County, Sheriff's Office. : cttion bivision, Tarrast

K. Photograph

] On April 28, 1960, Mrs. MARGUERITE OSFALD furnishod
aighotovrnph ?t.lubjact which is being retained in .tho Dallas

II. , CONMECTIONS TITH SOVIET RUSSIA

JROBERT. LEEXOSWALD, 7313 Davonport Streot. ] y
Toxas, was, on April 27, 1960, 'omplcyedpast.a-' salesm%:quz'x%%h
BILck Company of Fort Worth. RODERT LEE OSWALD statod tbat he
is a brother of subject who was bolieved by ROBERT io be in
Moscow, Russia. ROBERT relatod that bis brother had obtaiped
an honorable disc@arce from tho U. S. Marine Corps in Septombor
1959, and aftor visiting bis motbor im Fort Worti for a poriod ’
of about throo days left FortiWorth with tho expressed intention
of going to Now Orleans, Louisiana, to rosume his formor employ~
ment in export~import work. ROBERT stated that the entire family
was later.shocked to learn that subjoct .ad gone to Russia whore '
h e bad renouncod his Unitcd States citizonship and had applied
for citizoenship in the Soviot Union. ' )

ROBERT LEE OSWALD also statod thothe had never kaown
vthe subject to bave had any sympathy for or connaction with
communism before this incident occurred.

ROBERT{OSWALD stated that ho has bad no contact in any
manner ox form yith any individual known by him to be a Soviet - .
officlal or affiliated im any way with Soviet ostablisbments. :
lie also statod that so far as he knows, neithor Lis mother nor
any. othor member of -this family have had any contact whatscovor
with Soviet officials or with Soviet ostablishmonts.

ROBERT LEE OSVALD stated that he would immediatoly
‘contact the FBI in the event he were contactoed by Soviet officlals
He also stated. that neithexr he nor bis mothoxr bas boen roquestod
to furnisb any items of personal identification'to the subject in
Russia and tbat in the event he wore to receive such a: requost he
would- immediately contact the FBI. o ' o L

w8
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On April 28, 1960, Mrs, MARGUERITE C. OSVWALD, who was

:thon'amployod at Metbodist Orphans Home, 1111 Herring Avenue,”

Waco, Texas#, volunteered the following information:

Mrs., OSWALD stated that sbe has been very much upset
and uneasy concerning ber son, LEE ILARVEY OSWALD, since she®
learned .during- the Fall of 1959, withb much to ber surprise that
be Lad gone to Moscow, Russia, where be had renounced his United
States citizenship and had apparently sought Soviet citizenship.
She stated that,following his discharge from the U. S. Marine
Corps in September, 1959, ho visited her for a fow days in Fort
Worth and left town stating that he was going to New Orleans,
Loulsiana, to resume his employment with an export-import company
at New Orleans. Bhe stated that subject had engaged in export-
import employment for a brief period of time prior to his enlisgt~
ment in the U. S. Marine Corps. Mvs. OSWALD also stated that
subject had mentloned something about his desire to travel and
sald something also about the fact that he might go to Cuba.

a8, OSWALD stated that shortly after subjocct arrived in
New Orleans, she received the following letter postmarked at
New Orleans, Louisiana, from subject:

“"Dear mother:

"Well I have booked passage on a ship to Europe.
I would of had to sooner or later, and I think' /
1ts best that I do now, Just remember above all
else that my values are very different from
Robaerts or yours,

"It is difficult to tell you how I feel. Just
remember this is what I must do. I did not

tell you about my plans because you could hardly
be expected to understand, Lee."

Mrs, OSWALD sta ted that she wis very much shocked and
surprised later to learn that be had gone to Moscow, Russia.
She stated that shé had no idea as to bow he arrived there but
that she does know that he had saved up about $1600 from his
services in the U. S. Marine Corps. §She stated that he did not
proviously discuss with her any intention to go to Moscow
Russia., She®also stated that he bad never shown any prociivitios
for the ideologies of communism. She stted that he had never
oxpressed any sympatby for Russia or the communist system. She
stated that subjoct was always a studious type of individual and
that he read books that were considered "deep." Mrs. OSWALD stated
that she would not have been surprised to have heard that subject
had gone, to,"say, South America oxr Cuba, but that it bhad never
enteored her pind that he might 2o to.Russia or that he wmight try to

- -
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bocome a citizen of Russim. Mrs. OSWALD stated that she felt”
strongly that subject has a right as an iddividuval to make his
own decisions, however, she stated that sho was very greatly
surprised and disappointed that he bad taken this action.

Mrs. OSVWALD stated that she made application on January 22,
1960, at.the First National Bank of Fort Worth, Texas, for a
foreign draft and upon paymont of $26,65 she was issued a
"foreign money transfer No. 142,688" by which instrument she sent
$25,00 by air mail to subject, LEE IA RVEY OSWALD, in care of
Hotel Metropole, Moscow, Russia.

Mrs, OSWALD explained that she was indebted to subject
in the amount of $100 as a result of a loan which #the bad made
to ber previously.

8ho stated that on Decombor 18, 1859, s3ho had malled
a personal check of $20.00 by way of part payment on this debt
to “LEE OSWALD, Metropole Hotel, Moscow, Russia.” She made
this check payment to LEE OUWALD, However, on or about January 5,
1960, this check was returncd to her by mail containing a note
scratched on a piece of paper in pencil by subject, stating he
"could not use the check, of courso." In this pote ba requested
her to put $20.00 in cash in an oavclope and send it to him
inasmuch as he was "also short of casb and needed the rest, LEE."
She stated tbat she then mailed a $20 bill and expressed her
roluctance in sending cash through the mail. In this letter to
subject sbe requested him tp let her know if he received the
$20 bill and also to furnish her with lhis correct address, She
stated that she added in this letter her hope that he liked Russia.
She added "if you don't and want to come back, I believe it can
be arranged. Are yoU warking?" She stated that she addressed
this letter to Mr. LEE H, OSVALD, Metropole Hotel, Moscow, Russia,
She also advised that the envelope coataining the $20 was returned
to her on February 25, 1960, stamped, "Retour Departi.”" She stated
that on the reverse side of this envelope was stampod ‘"Mockban
Noytant, Moscow, Russia,” January 18, 1960," and also the
following lettering "MEXAYHAPOAKO.™

M&s. OSVALD advised that since January 22, 1960, sbe had
sont three different letters to her son but that all had been
returned to ber undelivered. She stated that she feared that
he might bave become stranded and in danger. She stated that she
bas bad correspondence with reference to subject with bher Congressman
and with the U. S. State Department inasmuch as she has been very
much alarmed for fear that somothing might have happened to subject.

et
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Mrs. OSVALD stated that she would gladly report any.
contacts made with her by Soviet officiale. She volunteercd
hor ocagerness to cooperate in any way possible. She statoed
tht sho had not been requested to furnish any items of porsonal
identification to subject in Russin, She voluntoered tho
information that subject bad taken with bim bis birth certificate
when he left rort Worth. She promised to advise the FBI immediately
in the event any contacts were made with her by Soviet officials
or by Soviet establishments in this connection.

A check of the files of Office of Naval Intelligence,
Eighth Naval District, U. S. Naval Station in Algiers, Louisiana,
on April 18, 1961, revealed that this file contained a Photostat
of a telegram from the Department of State, Moscow, Russia, dated
October 31, 1959, at 7:59 A.M. This telogram stated incpart that
subject who was twenty years of age and uunmarried, carrying passport
No. 1733242, issued September 10, 1959, had appeared at tho
Embassy to renounce bis Awerican citizenship and had applied
in Moscow for Russian citizenship following bis entry into the
USSR from Helsinki. This telegram advised further that subject's
motherSaddress in the United States was 4936 Collingwood Street
Fort VWorth, Texas. This telcgram quoted subject as having said
he bad contemplated this mattor during the last two yoars. Main
reason "American Marxist"; attitude arrogant and aggressive.
Subject bad recently been discharged from tije U. S. Marine Corps.
Subject was further quoted as having offered the Soviets any
information he bad acquired as enlisted radio operator,

On June 28, 1961, Mrs., JAMES E. TAYLOR, 4936 Collingwood
Street, Fort Worth, Tezas, stated that on or about July 1, 1958,
she rented her upstairs west, partly furnished, apartment, to
Mrs, MARGUERITE OSWALD, With Mrs., OSWALD wore her two sons, ROBERT
and the subject of this case. Mrs., TAYLOR stated that she had
never known the third son. lirs. TAYLOR stated also that she
had never known any member of this family prior to July 1, 1956.

Urs. TAYLOR stated that subject was a student in Arlington

Helghts High School and was only about 16 or 17 years of age when
the OSWALDS moved to this address. She stated that ROBERT lator
married and moved with his wife to another addross. Mrs, TAYLOR
stated that subject was a peculiar boy inasmuch as he read a groat
deal and kept very much to himself, She stated that she has hoard
Mxrs. OSUALD state« that subject read books which were “over his
head.” Mrs. TAYLOR explained this to mean that' the books he read
were '"deap" books. She stated that she does not know the titles
of any of this material which he read. Mrs., TAYLOR stated that
she got the impression that subject obtained some of this reading
matorial througb tbe mail., Mrs, TAYLOR stated that she actually
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folt sorry for the subject inasmuch as it appearod to her that

ho bad fow if any frionds and no soocial -life. She statod that

sho pitied tho boy bocause he had never known his father who

had died before his birth, She stated that Mrs., OSWALD worked
continuously in an effori to cupport ber two boys. Mrs. TAYLOR
romarked that she bas never seen any one stay at home more closely
than did the subject. She stated that Mrs, OSWALD often
quarrelled at bim for staying at home so closely and on occasion
urged him.to get out and seek employment but tbat he preferred

to sit at home and read.

Mrs. TAYLOR stated that Mrs, OSWALD was im pooxr health
and extremely nervous and that she often quarrelled very loudly
with botb ROBERT and the subject.

Mrs. TAYLOR stated that the OSWALDS came to Fort Worth
from Now Orleans, Louisisna., Mrs. TAYLOR stated that both ROBERT
OSVALD and Mrs. OSWALD wero extremely shocked and hurt by tho
action which subject took disavowing bis United States citizenship
and claiming citizenship in Russia.

Mrs. TAYLOR stated that subject enlisted in the U. S,
Marine Corps while he was residing at 4936 Collingwood Street.
She advised that Mrs. OSWALD moved from this address on or about
May 1, 1957, and that she has bad no coatact with the OSWALDS

in recent years.

On June 30, 1961, JAMES P, MEEK, 3120 West Fifth Street,
TFort VWorth, stated that for a period of several montbs three or
four years ago Mrs. MARGUERITE OSWALD resided at 3124 Vest Fifth
Street. He stated that so far as ho knows subject bad never
resided at 3124 West Fifth and MEZK was unable to furnish any
information of value to this investigation.

On June 23, 1961, Dallas Confidential Informants T-3
and T-4 advised that their knowledge of subject is limited
to newspaper accounts reporting subject's defgction to Soviet
Russia. Dallas T-3 and T-4 advised that subject was not a member
of the Communist Party (CP) at Fort Worth and tbat they have
novor heard bis name montioned in connection with CP membership.

It is noted that the Communist Party, USA
(CP), has been designated by the Attorney

General of the United States, pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,
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A review on May 9, 1961, of the Ziles of the P
eéféce. U. 8. Departmont of State, Vasbipgton, D, C., re:iiggﬁt
at on or about January 26, 1961, Mrs. MARGUERITE OSWALD, mothor

of subjoect, nppeared at the U. S. Department of State in !
¥nshincton, D, C. She advised that she bad come to Washington

0 see what could be done to help her son, the subject, She
exgressed t'l:e thought that pexrhaps lexr son had gone to thoe Soviet
gnion as a "secret agent" and that the State Departmont was not

g ng enougb to hedp him., She was advised that such was not
the case and tirat efforts wore being made to help her son.

On February 13, 1961, the U. S. Embassy i, Jed
;gce;vad an undated letter froé LEE 1B RVEY OSWALg p§s¥$§§ﬁzé USSR,
hen:;éigggrzgzyrgi 1%961i lin this letter OSVALD indicated that
urn of his U. S. passport as he wished t

return to the United States if '‘we could . o

. come to some agree t
;gncirning the dropping of any legal proceedings nguins% me?ﬁn

datso sald that he could not leave Minsk without pormission

an erefore was writing instead of visiting the American Embassy.

On UWarch 30, 19G1l, the U, 5. Embassy in
+ B M
;et:::egcéng 2§YQLE p:stmﬁrked Minsk, March g, 196§?30¥nr:§§;ved
S e found it inconvenient to come t

for an interview at the American Embass o coura o

and that
leave Minsk without permission. He nskZd that in 3§a§§"§g :Ot
personal interview be be sent a questionnatie.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dallas, Texas
In Reply, Please Refer to July 3, 1961
File No. 100-~10461

Title LEE HARVEY OSWALD

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - R
Reference Roport of SA JOHN W, FAIN, Dallas, 7/3/61.

All sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
communication have furnished reliable information in the past.

This d ] neither datioas nor conclusions of the FBi., It is thé property
of the FBI cnd 1 lnanod to your ogency; it and its contents ace nol to be distributed outside

yout agency.
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