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UNITED STATES GOV .RNMENT

iAemorandum.

M AIf’?lON

;Assistant District Director for Investigationg,yy: January 16,1962
‘Washington, D.C.

.Samual M. Reichman, Investigator
‘Washington,D.C.

sunjeeT: .Dallas Al2 531 002; LEE FARVEY OSWALD, Viea Petitionar fox wifa,

MARIRA N. OSWALD.
Following from files of the Passport Office:

/ .A memo of December 26, 1961 to the Office of Security,

Department of State, indicated:

Mr. Oswald attempted to renounce United Statas
citizeaship but <.d neot, in fact, renounce
Unitad States citizenship. Our determination
on the basis of the information and evidence
presently of record is that Mr. Oswald did not
expatriate himself and remains a citizen of

the United States.”

The rather voluminous file indicated that on October 31,
1959, LEE HARVEY OSWALD 2ppeared at the Embassy in
Moscow to renounce citizeaship, stating he applied for
Soviet citizenship [ollowing eatry in USSR from Helsinski,
October 15. He said tion contemplated two years, main
reason "I am a Ma t". The Consul reported attitude
arrogant, aggressive; that Ozwald stated had offered
Soviets any informatiion he had zcquired as enlisted radar
operatos. Consul orted in view of another case, they
proposed delaying ciecuting renunciztion until Soviet
action known or Deparimeat furnished advice.

of October 31, 1959, above
19539 The Zmbassy at Moscow
reported that OSWALD : cated his passport and a
signed, undated handuvit.un statcment, reading: (mis~
spellings as in original). "I Lee Harey (cg) Oswald do
horcby request that my prescnt citizenship in the United
States of Anerica, be revoked:

In a follow up to the
mentioned, on Novembo

"I hava eateraed the Sovict Union for the express purpose
of applying for citizensiip im the Soviet Union, through
the means of naturalization.

"My request for citizeachip i3 now pending before the
Surprem Soviat of the U.5.S.R.
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"I take thase steps for politicdl reasoms. My
requast for the revoking of my Amcrican citizen-
ship {s made only after the longost and most
serious considerations.

"I affirm that vy allegience is to the Union of
Sovict Socialist Republics."

The Embassy reported Oswald stated he had contem=
plated the action for mbout two yozrs befora his
dischzrge from the Mavinres; that his appearance
was competent; that he was ag ssive, arrogant,
and uncooperative; did not wish to waste time in
discussing questions, ctc. being contemptous of
any efforts in his interest, making known he
wanted no advice from Embassy; thot he knew the
provisions of U.S. lov on losz of citizenship; in
short, displayed all zirs of a new sophomora party-
liner.

son” for decision

d any further elabo-

< he 2lluded to havd-
vker" but admitted he

Oswald gave as "principzl rea
"l am a marxist", but deel
ration. However, ot one n
ships of his mother as 2 "
had never held 2 job, cate o Marines directly

from junior year ot hxgh h00l. He claimed his
service in Okinawa cnd clseuwhere "gave me a chance
to observe 'Americon imperi n." He refused to
discuss his family beyo ~ he was not married,
and had a mother in T ile offcred the infor-
mation he had been a radzr ozerator in Marines and
had voluntarily stated to Sovie: officials that as

& Soviet eitizen he vould make known to them such
information concerniag the Marine Corps and his
specialty as he possessed. He intimated he might
know something of special interest. It wes stated
Oswald was presently in a non-tourist status at

-the Metronole Hotel in lioscow, awaiting action by
the Soviets on his citizeaship application; that as
his Soviet visa and militia registration expired
October 22, 1959, he was patently in a technically
illegal residence status with tacit consent of

- Soviets.

@

The Embassy proposcd to delay agtion to execute an
oath of renunciation, &5 s:t forth im their telaegram
of October 31,  1959.

The Embassy at Moscow, oa November 7, 1959, reported
receaipt of a letter from Oswald, cated November 3,1959,
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requesting his citizenship be revoked; that his
legal right was rcfuscd in his appearance on
October 31, and he wishod to protest such action
and tha conduct of the consular officer; that his
application for Soviet citizeaship was pending,
and if accepted, he would rcquest his goverrment
to lodge a formal protest rczarcing the incident,
The Embassy reported they had advised Oswald by
mail of his right to renounce citizenship, such
renunciation in manner prescribed by law being
valid, and that he might appear on cny normal busi-
ness day and request documents be prepared.

On December 1, 1959, the Passport Office indicated
Oswald had departed from Metropole Hotel, whereabouts
unknown; that no information known whather Soviet
citizenship acquired.

On March 28, 1960, the Passport Gffice advised Moscow
unless and until the Eabassy reccived information or
evidence upon which to bzse a certificate of loss,
there appeared to bc no further action possibla,

On February 28, 1951, the Sabassy at Moscow reported
a letter raceivcd 2ld, postmarked Minsk,
February 5, and ow, TFebruary 11, indi-
cating he was rec n of passport und
desired to retuin o the Unicod States if they could
come to an agree.. re dropping any legal pro-
ceedings; that {f 50, ther, he would be free to ask
the Russians to il im to leave; that the Russians
at no time had imsisted he tcke up Russian citizen-
ship; that he was there with non-permanent

type papers for a £ wer; that he hoped in recalling
the responsibility he L Lo rica, that the Embassy
remember theirs in doinj cverything they could to
help him since he was an American citizen.

I am not furnishing informarion from voluminous exchange
af cox‘taspondence atc. becszuse it is not felt necessary.
ort Offic i‘c‘l insér:‘cticn of April 13, 1961, the Pass-
ll: should :a q\Yaust‘:)ion‘gacz%ﬂéfr d,,“ﬁi? ggyg&gmgpegred,
Russia and possible commitmont of any acts of expatriation,
and if satisfied he had not oxpatriated himself in any
manner and if evidence prosented he had arranged to depart
from Russia to ‘travel to tnc United States, passport might
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be delivered, after being rendered valid for direct
return to the Unitcd States. The Passport Office was
not in a position to cdvise Qswald whather upon his
return to the United States he might be amenable to
prosecution for any possibla offences committed in
violation of tha laws of tha United Statas or of any
of its states.

The Passport Office has furnished us the enclosed copy
of Despatch No. 29 of July 11, 1961, frcm the Embassy

. &t Moscow, concarning the citizenchip and passporc case
of LEE HARVEY OSWALD.

In referring to the despatch No. 29, of July 11, 19681,
the Passport Office advised they concurred in the con-
clusion there was no available information and/or
evidence to show Oswald had expatriated himself under
pertinent laws of the United States. Rencwal of pazs=
port, issued September 10, 1959, was authorized, if

no adverse reason was knowa, o taka place upon pre-
sentation of evidence he necled the renewal in conncction
with efforts to return o the United States. It was
added the Embassy mi ni perform citizenship function for
Oswald, at its discr veferred to in finzl para-
graph of despatch. Addicio ly, tha Passport Office
stated renewal should be limitcd to passport needs,

and passport should bz made valid for dirvect return to
the United States to be delivered personmally.

A despatch from Moscow of October 13, 1961 indicated
Oswald was having trouble ob:izining Soviet exit visas
for himgelf and Sovict wife, and that they had been
subject to increasing harassment in Minsk. The Enbassy
advised Oswald it had no way of influencing action on
exit visas, and that tha question of passport renmewal
could be discussed vith him personzlly at the Embassy.

Attention 1s invited o the memo of Dacembar 26, 1961
from Passport Office to the Office of Security, State
Department, quoted in the first portion of this report.

It 1s presumed you have F.B.I. reports concerning Oswald.

~
l TO: Officer in Charga, Dallas, Texas.

Waghingzon,l.C
Dallas A12 331 00;

FROM: E.A. Junghans, Asst. Disirict Dircctor for Inva-txga:inns
Washington,D.C. ) / 4
. . "

o et d [ ‘.--"-""""i
Porwarded &\/ (e At &
- 16162 )
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