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esct Corning,
at he did act
kave to taik Yo Agents; that any sizicment he nade could
law; and that he
had the right of legal counsel. -

Lieutengnt WOODROU WIGGING, 319 Ve
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Lieuterant WIGGINS is & platoon comzander of the
Dallas Police Department and as such, is in charge of the =
City Jail. - N

Ee related the following: N
T

On November 2&, 1963, he was on duty in the City Jail
O0ffice in the basement of the City Hall from 6:30 A.l, to
2:30 p.ll. He had no particular assignment outside his legzl A
duties to perform in the transfer of LEE HARVEY OSWALD from [
the City Jail to the County Jail. W

The usual procedure in transferring a prisorer § °
is for a Dallas County Deputy Sheriff or a Constabie to )
sresent a warrani for a particular prisomer. These oZficers .
then go up to the fifth floor and obtain custody of the o
prisoner and take them down the elevator and put them in a ¥
paddy wagon for transfer. Uswally these officers tramsfer
several prisoners at one tice.

On November 24, 1963, because of the nature of the
crime. OSVALD had been charged with he was not itramsferred in
the usuval manner.

‘When he, WIGGINS, came on Guty at 6:30 A.IL, he
vas informed by the police officer oz Guily at that time that
the Federal Burcau of Investigation had telephoned znd said
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation had received z .
telephone call to the effect that soneone was going to iry a2
kiil OSVWALD when he was transferred to the County Jail.

Previously he, WIGGINS, had stationed twb oZficers
outside OSVALD®s cell door at all times except when OSVALD
wvas being interrogated.
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In vicw of the information roceived Zrom tho Federal
Bureau of Investipgation, WIGGRINS decided to replace the jail
trusty who usually operates the jail elevator with a patrol
officer. e assigned patrolman C. G. LEWIS to operaie the
jail elevator during the transfer of OSWALD.

Until OSVALD was brought down to the basement just
prior to the shooting, he had last observed OSWALD im hisg
gell on the Zifth floor at aboubt 6:45 A.M. At approxicately
10300 A,M,, WIGGINS received a call from one of his men on
the 2ifth floor, name mot recalled, that some men Irem
‘Homicide were taking OSVALD out on & "tempo®. s explained
“that p0 Was.& written request for a prisomer to be

- taken from his cell to some other room for interview, The
person; who'called him in the basement office was either s
HENRY BLLISON,the assistant jailer or patrolman BASIL EOBINSON, .
the desk man on the fifth floor. 3 1

Until a short time previous to OSWALD's transfer,
WIGGINS was in and out of the jail office in the corridors,
halls and other areas im the basement on several. occasions
in conuection with his duties in operating the City Jail.
He was also busy with the booking of various priconers.
About 30 minutes prior to OSWALDis tramsfer, only one booking
window was to be used, this ome being nearest Harwood Street.
He did mot kmow who made this arrangement to use only this .~
window. He explained that various procedures to be uscd
t2d been discussed in the jail office by police officizls and
.2 was coguizant of some of the security precautions being
taken but received mo particular assigument himself.

About 11:20 4.lM,, someone from the Homicide Division
called him and said they were beimging:0SVAZD down. EHe said
that this might have been Lieutenant WELLS but he was not
sure. Before he could hang up the phone, ha saw the lights
on the jail elevator indicator showing thatithe elevator was

descending and the party eneﬁed fron the elevator with O0STALD.
Ee said that there were five police officers with OSWALD,

that being Captain FRITZ, Lieutenant SWAIN, officer LEAVELLE,
officer ' GRAVES and he believes officer MONTGOMERY. All of
these officers were in the CID (Criminal ‘Investigative Division)
o? the Dallas Police Department. Captain FRITZ came out first.
and asked if everything was ready. He did not remember whether
or not he, WIGGINS, answered Captain FRITZ but kmew that every-
thing was in readiness since he, WICGINS, had been out in the
corridors previously. He had seen the armored truck parking

265 Sh

Wigains Exmamir No. 5075—Continued

731



(=A% ]

4-1639

o

T
d

on the Commerce ramp and had seen two lines of officers
standing almost shoulder o shoulder siretehing from the
entrance to the jail office to the armored itruck, a distcnce
of some 40 feei. WIGGINS was standing by the desk in the

Jail office when the party emerged from the jril elevator and
when Captain PRITZ aslked if everything was ready, he, WIGGCINS,
siepped oulside the jail office door and the group of police
officers with OSWALD in their midsi, were out nast hin,
WICGINS. They had proceeded some 6 or 7 feet Lrom the jail
office door when he, WIGGINS, savw & man lunge foward CSUALD
and he heard the roport of a gun. OSVALD and the Deteectives
on either side were in beiween him, WIGGINS, and the gun mz2n
and he did not se¢ the pistol. Several of the officers
grabbed this man gnd one of thenm grabbed the hand of the c=n,
which contained the pistol and they brought hin inside the
jall office and disarmed him. It was when this z=n was beingz
subdued that he recognized him as JACE RUBY wkahe Imew :
personally, WIGGINS called for a Doctior and an acbulznce.
OSVALD was also brought into tho jail office and the iniern,
SIEBERDORF came in gnd iried to give OSTALD first aid but ihe
azbulance camg and OSWALD was remcved frca the jail office -
and placed in 'it, i

Liecutenant WIGGINS had no additional personmmel
asgigned to him'al this itime during the transfer of CSVALD
and received no sssiguments or imstructions as to anythinz
he should do Guring the transfer. Licutenznt WIGGINS did
not kmow who was in charge of procgdures and arrangementis

but did say that Chief STEVENSQJCLief BATCHELOR, Captain JONES,

Caplain TALDERT, Lieutenant PIERCE and Sergeant DEAN and
Sexrgetnt PUINAM were outside the jail office.

Prior to the time OSVALD was brought down in the
Jeil elovator, umiform police officers had searched the
basement area, which he presumed was 2 result of the tip that
Sczeone was going to iry and kill OSVALD, ' :

Lieutenant WICCINS stated that he would guess thors
were some, 75 to 100 police officers preseat im the basenment
arca when OSVALD was shot and that he wounld estirate there

were some 75 o 100 newspaper reporiers, itelevision announcers,

radio anncuncers and camerzen in the basement.
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Licuten
wmeasures in elfce t the time of the transfer. He Imew of

no unouthorized persous being present, he did not seec RUSY coze
into the basoment and did not sce RUBY tolking to anyone prior
t0 the ghooting or subsequent to the shooting. He had not
seen RUDY previously for the last three or four years,
Lieutenant WIGGINS did not kmow the identity of the driver of
she armored truck. Shorily after the shooting, some Livu-

or iten cinutes, Mr. SCRRELLS the Secret Service Agent in

charge of the Dallas O0Xfice of Secret Scrvieg came into the
jail ‘office to u.  the phone so he presumed SORRELLS had been
in the basecment. during this time. f

i

WIGGINS had no informztion &as ito security
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Licutendnt WIGGINS has known JACE RUBY ZTor 12 or 13
yoears having contacied him on numerous occasions in conneovion
with police matters, he,WIGGINS, having oreviously been :
cgsigned to the Burglary Squad prior to being assignéd fo the
City Jail in 1958. EHe had also visited the Silver Spur and-
the Vegas Club, bofh operated by RUBY in Dallas. WUhile off
duily, these visiils were for enterizinmont and om ‘these :
occasions, he was accompanied by his wife or friends,.. He
had not been in either o these ostablishmenis for three or
Zour years.

iy

Lic lenant VWIGCINS hos never been employed by DY

in a2ny capacity, in his spare time or Zor @By otler réason.

He does not Imow of any police officers who have ever been

employed by RUSY. He explained that some 12 or 14 years ago,

a police rogulation was pat into effeet that mo Dallas police

ofZicers were to work im amy establishment that g?lﬁ; beer,
Licutenant WIGGINS Imow of no sssociation or relation-

q ! :

ship bBevween.JiCK RUBY and LEE HALVEY OSVALD.
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