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! And Prisoner Loading Area

O Sunday, November 24, 1963 ¢

"sir: ~ S

"At approximately 9:00 A,M,, Sunday, November 24, 1963 I = = '
discussed the need for coverage against possible violence

dround ,t:ha ity m11 with Lieutenant R, S, Pilerce, I in=-

structed him to ‘call three squads from their district

assignments from the three stations and pull four from _
Headquarters Station, getting two man squads where possible, =
The officers were to be in Central Station with their PR
squad cars parked on the street, available for immediate use
but dispersed in parking, not later than 9:30 A,M., Out of
thirteen squads we ‘obtained a total of nineteen (19)

patrolmen. Supervisors at the station for the security were
Lieutenant Pierce, Sergeant P,T. Dean, Sergeant Putnam,

gergeant Steele, and I. Lieutenant Wiggins was in the Jail
Offiea

"Lieutenant Pierce instructed Sergeant Dean to secure all hERe
entrances and exits to the parking and prisoner loading area,
than clear the basement of all personnel other than police,

&nd reserves. Sergeant Putnam was :lnstrucmd to assist in the

assignment. ;

"The area in which the prisoner Oswald would be escorted

was to be thoroughly searched. Areas searched wefe the cars

parked in the basement, including their trunks, and engine

cmmu, th- l'.opl of 111 pipes, and air conditioning ducts, t
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service rooms opening into the basement were to be looked into f
after clearing them of personnel. The building elevators were Qut™
off on the first floor so they could_not be used to reach the
basement and the parking attendants were sent from the :
basement to the first floor of the City Hall with instructions co
remain with the elevators to prevent tampering. The City Hall
service elevator is a self-service type but had an operator, -
This man was instructed that he was not to go below the
first floor until notified. The service gleyator from_the sub
basement of the Police and Courts Building exit, into the
basement parking area and has no doors to lock 80 a reserve
officer was stationed there,:

I
"The sergeants used a total of seventeen (17) regular and
reserve officers to execute’ the search. The extra officers were .
held in the sergeant's room at my office and the reserves were
retained in the assembly room. These officers were not per=- ,
mitted in the basement to insure no confusion in the ayatematic T
search,

‘MAfter the area was secured and cleared only officers, s
reserves, and accredited news press were permitted to re- S

enter, Identification of the news personnel was made by their o

press credentials. All civilian employees of the Department were ',
cleared from 'the basement lobby and instructed to remain at

. their desk, : '

"officer R, C, Nelson and a reserve officer were stationed in‘ - "’
‘the hall leading to the jail service windows. The door from:

the jail to the lobby remained locked and the public used the
{firat window, set at an angle, to conduct jail business.

" "Detective BeaCy and Lowery remained with the officers during

- most of the period.the parking and prisoner area was closed

: off, .Everyone conducting business at the jail was scrutinized and 3
. they did not appear to have legitimate businees, they were :
3,conducted fron the basemenc.A;,: SR P

-
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"to assist with any trouble, The entire traffic detail
‘was~in’the County Jail Area.

- "Sexgeant Steele contacted Captain'Lawrence for additional
officers for intersection coverage. As the vehicle cleared the. .
city ball all officers and reserves at the City Hall were to
‘report by a parallel route to the County Jail. I would use
‘Channel Two and tell Sergeant Steele to cut it. He had a
. motorcycle officer to send to Elm and Field to instruct the S
. officers on the corners to divert all traffic from Elm between -
,Field and Houston. Regular traffic was heavy. ~

S "After the Armored Car arrived we sent a plein car out the

. Main Street side. This was the lead car and contained '
Lieutenant Pierce driving, Sergeant Putnam on the right fromt, and
;Sergeant B, J. Maxey in the rear.

VA Homicide Detective pulled a plain car on the ramp behind tbe

. armored car then another Homicide Detective pulled in behind L
‘him and attempted to straighten his car and back up. Several -
.reserve officers and I were attempting to push the news

- people back to give the vehicle room to manuever. I was T
- pushing several people back at the left front fender when the’
: shot was fired. I assisted the officers in clearing news per=
“sonnel from the prisonmer and officers who were down then o o
' ordered that no one was to be permitted out of the basemeut..;'.;

. "I checked thd parking area several times and saw no un=

" authorized personnel. I_removed a number of people from the
. first floor and basement lobby, this was a continioua

. check prior to the transfer, ,

~"After the prisoner entered the ambulance and I gathered my
. personnel fron Eln end tepo:ted to Patkland Hospitel, ve secured the
- hospital, ... i

DL 44e1639 o n
. WRespectfully submitad"
- IS/ Cecil E, Talbert

‘.. Captain of Police
', Patrol Division.”,.u
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