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‘... A Little Dignity’

Checking members of the press for
concealed  weapons, cumers, or tape
recorders one alternoon  Jast At |
Dallas Connty deputy sheriff briskly ran
his hands down the length of o well-
dressed newsman’s suit, At the man's
calves, the deputy stopped  abruptly
—und stared.

“Is that a garter™ he demanded sus-
plciouly,

“Yeah,” roplied Bob Congidine of the
Hearst. Headline Service,

Vell, Tl be dammed,” said the
deputy. shaking his head aml permitti
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me a little dignity” It was pathetic.”
Twice each day, when the judge an-
nounced a recess, some 50 reporters
sprang from their hard-buck beoches,
some even leaping the mails of the dock,
and raced to surround the attomeys.
Moments later, the courtroom was bed-
lam as the doors were opened and the
TV camerumen and photographers, whio
are not allowed inside during  court
proveedings, battled sach other for the
news. “What happened to poor Juck
Ruby?” snld Murray Kempton of The
New Republic, looking at the chaoy all
around him. “He keeps getting smaller
and smaller and smaller. Doesn't any-
bad her that he s on trial?”

Comidine to enter the courtroom where
Jack Ruby was on trial. "I didn't know
anyone wore goarters any more.”

It was an wmusing moment but, for
Considine and 150 other newsmen from
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Despite the diversions in the court-
rocm, tewsmen were  hard-pressed 1o
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picked, they would have more than
evough  to  keep  themselves  busy.
“Abroad, there is the feeling that there
must be something about the assassina-
tion that hasn't been told,” said Maurice
Adams of The Sydney  {Australia)
Moming Herald “And this is the place
it must come out.” Months of legwork
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conspiracy ¢ Was v
impassible. Bot, after the carnival antics
week, just ahout anything. else
seomed possible in Dallas,
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