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February 10, 1954

Ir, Leon Jaworski

ttorney at Low .
Bank of the Scuthwest Building
Houston 2, Texas

Dear Leon:

This will acknowledge recoipt of your letter of
Februaxry 5, 1964 viwro you asked that I relate to you
an account of my visit with Lee Harvey Oswald while he
was in custody of the City of Dallas police.

Cqn, Saturday aftornoocn Zollowing tho ascassination
cn Friday, I was contacicd by a lawyer frierd of mine who
wantcd to krow whethor or nol Cswald was boing represented
by an attorancy at the time. I told him that I did not
know, but would uzke an inquiry icto the matter because -
it had occurred to me that scue question might be raised
as to his lack of represcatation during a critical time
after his arrest.

i thon contaced a Dallas attorney who is active

in the practice of criminal law and asked hinm to give ne
his opinicn as to tke roquircmeats of the State law for
an appointment o an attormey by the Court. Iz advised
me that under the State law, there would ke no obligation
for the Court to a2ppoint an attoracy until the men had
been indicted by a Grand Jury. Since there had becn no
indictnent at that time, he thought %here was no obliga-
tion for an attorney to be appointed.

I them coatacted the District Attoraey to determine
whether or not ke knew if Oswald was then roprescnted by
an attornoy. He advised mo tkat co far as he know, Oswald
was not thea reprosented by an attornoy, nor had he made
any denmand or regquest that an attorney be appointed to

represent him or mpade available to hinm.
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I thcn contacted o Cantain on the City o2 bPallas
Police Torce to determins whether or not Czwald was rep-
resoented by an attormey or whother he had mads any domand
Tor an attorney. This Coptoin, who is an administrative
assistant to tho Caicf of Police, advisced me that so far
as he knew, Ogswald was rot then representzd by an attorney,
and that ke had made no roguest of the Police that an ate
torney be made available to him ox that ke be permittied to
call any attorncy. [Ho furthar stated that so far as he
knew, whon Cswald appearced before the lMagistrate on Friday
‘night; that no request had beon made by Cswald that
an attorney ke appointed. Tic Captain further stated that
" he understiced thot efforts were being mado by somcone to
contact an attorney in Now York who mizht be interected
in representing Gswald., I asked the Captain to advise
me that if Oswald desired an attorney and did not have
one, that tho Dallas Bar Assccintion would atizupt to see
that one was made available to him, Tho Coptain then ad-
vised me that I was poriectly welcore to cowe down and
see Oswald and determine mycclf whoetker orx not Cswald .
dosired an attorasy. I told the Captain that I had not
yet decided whothexr or not anything needed to ke done,
but that I would be in touech with him if I should decide
to coue down to the City Eall.

Afier discussing the matter with {wo oxr thrse othexr -
attorneys, I concluced that perhaps it would ke wise if
I wvent down to the City Inll and see Oswald, and sse for
myself that he wos not being deprived of his xights to an
attornoy and that if he desired to have the Court or the
Bar Associatiea to provide an attorney for him.

At sbout 5:00 oxr 5:30PU Saturday aftcrroon, I then
went to the City H2ll and woent to the office of the Chief
cf Poiica., The Chiel said that he was glad to see ne and
12 pexgonally took me to the jail whkere Gswald was lccated.
The Chief introduced meo to Ceswald and offersd to make avail-
able a place for me to talk to Oswald, but I advised him
that the cell would be satisfactory. The Chief then stepped
back so s to permit me to converse with Cswald without any
interference on his part. )
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I again introduced myself to Oswald and acvigsd
hin tbat I wos President of the pallas Bar Agsociation
and had cone up to deteraine ethor or rot ke had an
attorncy to repvecent him or whethor he cdezirved that the
Lallas oar Assceiatica do aaything toward
attorncy to repyeseat him., Ir. Oswald stotod €
degired to be reopreogented by aa attorney no
or Abt of New York City aad ashked me i 17
yer. I told him that I cid not,. 4
koew any Dallas lawyer who was a o
Civil Libeorties Union. I told him I did no%. i3 thea
stated that ho was 2 meabor of tue Americaun Civil Liberties
Union. I azain aghed hiw weother i dosired that eithor I or
the Dallas Bax Associaticn do apything at that time toward
gotting hin a2n attoracy to ropreccnt nio. IR gtated that 32
ho couid not got tho ow Yo loyyer or 32 he could not get

a lavyer who was a mowher of the Amcrican Civil Liberties
Union to ropresent him, and if there was 2z sitornmey in
Dallas who pelieved as ho did, and belicved in the things

ke beijoved in, and bolieved in his innocenco as much as

he could, that he might c2il on us in the Lollowinz weok
about yotting such a lawyer. I azain agked hinm iF ko

wanted cnything dono at this time. Ee stated that he did
not, but ihat I might coatact him during the following week
znd be would let me know whether or not he desired the Dallas
Bar Association to do anything.

After satisfying mysel? that he keew vhat he was doing
2nd that he did not appear ito be in a position of being de-
prived of his rights to counscl, and after setisfying mysel?
that ko did not desire tint citaer I or the Dallas Bar Asso-
ciation do anything at that time, I then loft.

I was with lr. Cswald probably 4 or 5 wmiputes and sat-
isficd myself that ho apponred to be im a positicn to know
whot hic wantod and that ko did not desire y scrvices or the
Bar's sarvices to do anything for him at that time.

A% no time whilo I was in with him did he indicate
that he had been deprived of an opportunity to call a law-
yer or to otherwise scok legal advice, nor did be indicate
<o me in any way that he had been mistreated. Ko morely
statod that ko had been held incommeunicade and dida't know

.xhat it was all about.

L

.

AN

ar
Ly
Wi

jon' vos that Oswald was ia full
control ol <} 2

o) s neither belligeroent
noxr did I cial toned or gubduod ond that
he did not cosire the Soliag Bar fssociation to provide
him ccunsel, but folt that if ke did not got a lowyer
of hig oyn choosing to ropresent him, that an attorney
would bz made available if roquesied by him.
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inforraiion is sufficient to
rging this matter, but if thore
i con do, plcase let ne know.

I trus
answer your
is anythizng

With porsonal best wiches, I am

Yery itruly yours,

H. Louis Nichols
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