FIRST IITEZRVIDY OF
LEE HARVZY OSWALD

At ebout 10:30 A.M4., November 23, 1833, I attended my first interview
with Qswald. Pr.scat during the intecrview ot the Homicide Division, Dallas
Folice Department, were Specinl Agent Jim Bookhout, FB3I; Captain Will Fritz,
liomicide Division, Dallas Police Depariazat; U. S. Marshal Robert Nash;

SA David Grant and SAIC Sorrels; and Oificers Ecyd arnd Hell of Captain
Fritz's detail. The interview was not recorded. Mr. Sorcels and my presence
was as observers, since Oswald was being held for murder and his custody and
interrcgation at that time was the responesibility of the Dallas Police De-
partent.

In response to gquestions put by Captain Fritz; Oswald said that im-
ncdiately after having left the building where he worked, he went by bus to
the theater where he was arrested; that when he got on the bus he secured a
trancfer and thereafter trancferred to other buses to get to his destination.
Hie denied that he brought & packasc to work on that day and he denied that
he had ever had any conversation zbout curtein rods with the boy named Vesley
who drove him to his employwment. ¥ritz asked him if he had ridden e taxi
that day and Oswald then changed his story and said that when he got on the
bus he found it was going too slow cnd after two blocks he pot off the bus
and took a cab to his heme; that Lo passed the time with the cab driver and
that the cab driver had told him that the President was shot. He paid a cab
fare of 35¢.

In response to questions, he staved that this was the first time he had
ever ridden ia e ccb since a bus wus alwsys availeble. He said he went hoze,
changed his trousers aad shirt, put his chirt in ¢ draver. This was a red
shirt, and he put it with his dirty clothes. e described the shirt as
having a button down collar end of reddish color. The trousers were grey
colored.

He suald he ate his lurch with the colored boys whno worked with him,
Iic deseribed one of them as "Junior", a colored boy, and the other was a
little short negro boy. Ilo caid his lunci coasisted of cheese, bread, fruit,
and apples, and was the ouly packese he had with him when ke went to work.

He s*nted that Mrs. Polne practiceg Lussian by having his wife live with
her. 11> wcuied that he had ever owncd/ iile. He said he docs not know Mr.
Puine very well bub that Paine usually comes by the place where his wife was
liviag with Mrs. Paine on Friday or ledncsday. He stated that Mr. Paine has
a cor and Mrs. Paine has had two cars. I said in response to questions by
Captain Fritz that his effects were in Mros. Paine's garege and that they cone
cisted of two sea bags with come other packages conteining his persoaul be-
lonzings and that he had brought those bock from New Orleans with him souwetime
in Ecptember. He stuted that his brother, Robert, lived at 7313 Davenport
Strect, F... Vorth, and that the Paines were his closest friends in town,

Iie denied that he had ever joined the Communist party; that he never had a
Communist card. He did belong to the American Civil Liberties Uanion and had
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paid $5 a year dues. He stated thet he had bought the pistol that was
found in his possession when he was arrested ebout seven months ago.

He refused to answer any questiouns concerning the pistol or a gun until
he talked to a lawyer.

Oswald stated that at various other times he had been thoroughly
intcrrogated by the FBI; that they had used all the usual interrogation
practices and ell their stendard operating procedure; that he waes very
fomiliar with interrogation, end he had no inteation of answering any
questions concerning any shooting; that he knew he did not have to answer
them and that he would not answer aany questions until he had been given
counsel. He stated that the FBI hed ucsed their hard end soft epproach to
him, they used the buddy system; that he was familiar with all types of
questioning and had no intention of making any statements. Ee sald that
in the past three weeks when the FBI had talked to his wife, they were
ebusive end impolite; that they had frightered his wife and he counsidered
their cctivities obnoxiocus. He stated that he wanted to contact a Mr. Abt,
a New York lawyer whom he did not know but who had defended the Smith Act
"victims" in 1S49 or 1650 in connection with a conspiracy against the
Covernment; that Abt would understand what this case was all about and that
he would give him an excellent defense. IHe stated in returning a question
about his former addresses that he lived at 4907 lMagezine Street in New
Orleans at one time and worked for the William Riley Company; that he was
arrest.l in New Orleans for disturbing the peace cnd paid & $10 fine while
he was dewmonstrating for the Fair Play for Cuba Comaittee; that he had a
fight with some anti-Castro refugees and that they wewe released while he
was fined.

Upcn questioning by Captain Fritz, he said, "I have no views on the
President." "My wife and I like the President's family. They are in-
teresting people. I have my own views on the President's national policy.

- I have a right to express my views but because of the charges I do not

think I should comment further." Oswald said “I am not a malcontent;
aothing irritated me about the President." He said that during 1962 he was
interviewea by the FBI and that he at that time refused to take a polygraph
and thet he did not intend to take a polygraph test for the Dallas police.
At this time Captein Fritz showed a Selective Service Card that was taken out
of his wallet which bore the name of Alex Hidell. Oswald réfused to discuss
this after being asked for an explanation of it, both by Fritz and by James
Bookhout, the FBI Apent. I asked him if he viewed the parade and he said he
had not. I then asked him if he had shot the President and he said he had not.
I soked him if he had shot Governor Connally and he said he had not. He did
not intend to answer further questions without counsel and that if he could not -
get Abt, then he would hope that the Civil Liberties Union would give him an
attorney to represent him. At that point Captain Fritz terminated the inter-
view at about 11:30 A.M., 11-23-63. _
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Thomes J. Y .
Inspector ‘3:38
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TITTERVIEYS WITH LIS HARVEY OSHALD
ON NOVENEZER 23, 1953

At zbout 12:35 P.M., lNoverber 23, 1653, Lee Oswald was intervicewed in
the office of Cepiain Will Fritz of the Homicide Division, Dallas Police De~
partment. Amonz those prescent ot this iatervicw were Iaspector Kelley,
Captein Fritz, Detcetives Seakel and Ticrnon of the Lomicide Division aad
Of James Bookout, FBI. Captain Fritz conducted the intervicw which was
concerned mostly with Oswald's places of residence ia Dallas and was aa
atiempt to ascerstain where the bulk of Ogwald's belongings vere located in
Dallus. As a result of the interview, Oswald furnished information to
Cuptoin Fritz that most of his personcl effects, including a sca bag, were
in the garage at the address of Mrs. Paine, 2515 West 5th Street, Irviag,
Texas.

The interview wos concluded sbout 1:10 . M. and immediately
thercufter members of the Houmicide Division secured a search
warrant and recovered Oswald's effects from the home of Mrs.
Pcine. Found amoag the effects were two differcnt poses in
snapshot type photographs taken of Oswald holding a rifle in
one hond and holdiag up a copy of a paper called the Militant
and "The Worker" ia the other hand. Oswald ves weariag a
revolver in a holster on his right side. This photograph was
enlarged by the Dellas Police Laboratories and was used as a
tasis of additicaal questioning of Oswald ot approximately
6:00 P.4. that same evening.

On Noverber 23, 1953, at 6:00 P.M., in the office of Captain Fritz,
Fomicide Division, Dallas Police Department, I was present at an interview
wita Cowuld. Also presaat were Captain Fritz, FBI Ageat Jim Bookhoutt, and
four of: cers from the Foieide Division. This interview was conducted with
Ozuald for the purpose of displsying to him the blow-ups of photogrephs show-
iar him holding a rifle end a pistol which were scized as a result of the
seareh warrant for the gorage of lMrs. Poiane at 2515 West Sth Street, Irving,
Tozes. Whea the photosraphs were presented to Oswald, he sneered at them
soying that they were fake photogrophs; that he hed been photographed a
Lubar of times the day before by the police and apparently after they
protosraphed hin they superimposed oa the photogeuphs a rifle and put a gun
in nis pocket. I« - >t into a loagz argument with Captain Fritz asbout his
knowledge of photograpny end acliied Fritz a nuiber of times whether the
smaller photozraph was mede from the larges or whether the larger photograph
ves made fron the smaller. e said ot the proper timz he would show that the
pilotographs were fakes. Fritz told him that the smaller photogreph was tekea
from his cffects at the gorage. cwald became arrogant and refused to answer
eny further questions conceruing the photozraphs and would not identify the
photographs as being o photograph of himcelf. Captain Fritz displuyed great
natience and tenzeity in attempting to sceure frem Oswald the locatioa of what
apperenily is the backyard of an address at which Oswald formerly lived, but
it vcs apparent that Oswald, though slightly shakea by the evidence, had no

intention of furanishing any information.
/
. \C)\ -'/)"- ')a
'W“/
Thomas J. Kelley

The interview was terminated at about 7:15 P.M.
Iaspector
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Chief Noverbsr 29, 1963
oy
Insgector Kelley C\ J

Prelirdnary Specizl Dallas Raport # 3
Covers third interview with Cswald and
circumstances irrmadiataly following his rurder

Tris inberview started ab approxinately 9:30 AX on Sunday, November 2k, 1963.
Th2 irntervicu was conducted in the office cf Captain Vill Fritz of the Horiecide
au, Dallas.Police. Precent at thz interview in addition to Oswald were

ain Fritz, Postal Imspactor Holmas, SAIC Sorrels, Inspector Kelley and feur
2rs of the Hormicide Squad. Ths intervicw had just begun when I arrived and
ain IFritz was aczin roquesting Oswald to identify the place whare ths photo-
h of him heldirz the gun was taken. Ceptain Fritz indicated that it would
ave the Police a great deal of tire if he woul. tell them vhers the place was
1ccaucd Ccuald refused to discuss the matisr. Copdain Fritz asked, "Are you
a Corruniet?® Couald ancuered, "lo, I om a Farvist btub I am not a Marxist
Leninict®, Captain Irivz askcd hir w2t the differconce was and Oswald said it
wculd take too long to explain it to him. Oswald said that he becarms interested
in the Fair Play for Cuba Cconittee vhile he uas Xev Crleans; that he wrote
to the Cermittee's Hoodouart in I2u York.and received sormz Cormittce litera-
ture 2nd 2 letter simn icx hid:*ll Hz stated thi’.u he begen to distribute
that literziure in Tz Orl: and It was 2t that time thet he got into an
cltercation vith a grovp <id he was arrested. Kz said his opinions concerning
Fair Play for Cuba are w21l kncunj that he appzared on Bill Stuksy's television
grosran in Ic[ Orleans on 2 number of occasicns and was intervicued by thz leocal
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procs often. [He denies !mcuing or evor seeinz Hid2ll in New Orleans, said he
'*lievcd in 211 of the tenots of th: Fair Pley for Cuba and tha things which the
2ir Play for Cuba Cciz:ii
of

o stcod fory vhich was free interccurse with Cuba arnd
.Lreodom for tourists th

[v3eic]
h2 both ccuntries to travel within each othar's borders.
Among cther things, Csuald eaid that Cuba shculd have Se».:d-‘d diplermatic rolaticn-
ship wich the United Statzs. I asked him if he thought that the Prasident's ’
ascassination would have :.:zy effect on the Fair Play for Cuba Cormittes. He said
therc uwould be nc chanzs in the atbitvds of the American pecple toward Cuba with
Proeident Johnscn bacc:.:ing Prasident bacause they both belonged to the
political party and th2 ciz wounld follow pretiy generally tha policies of ths
other. EKe statcd "2t ke is an avid rezder of Russian literature whether it is
cerzunistic er nct; that ho subceribas te "Th2 Kilitant®, which, he says, is the
wookly of the Socialist poriy in the United Statas (it is a ccoy of *The lMilitant®
uh:'.t Cewald is shoun holding in t:> photograph taken from his effects at Irving
Straet). At that timz he asked =2 vhether I was an FBI Agent and I said that I
:2e not that I was a morbker of the Secret Service. He said vhen he was standing
in Iront of thz Taxtbock Euilding and cbeut to leave it, a young craw-cut man
rushed up te kin and s2id h> was from the Secret Servics, shoucd a bock of
identificaticn, and asked him where the phons was. Cswald said hs pointed tcuard
the pay phenz in the building and that he sau the man actually go to ths phone
befors he left. 177
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I asked Oswald whether as & Marxist he believed that religion was an opiate

of the people and he said very definitsly so that all organised religions tend
to become monopolistic and are the 2auses of a great deal of class warfare. I
asked him vhether he considered the Catholic Church to be an ensmy of the
Communist philosophy and he said well, there was no Catholicism in Russiaj

that the closest to it is the Orthodox Churchss but he said he would not further
discuse his cpinions of religion since this was an attempt to have him say some-
thing which could be construed as being anti-religious or anti Catholic.

Capt. Frits displayed an Bnco street map of Dallas which had baen found among
Oswald's effsct at the rooming house, Oswald was asked whather the map was his
and whather he had put some marks on it, He said it was his and remarked "My
God don't tell me thers's a mark near where this thing happened®. The mark was
pointed ocut to him and he said *"What about the other marks on the map?- I put a
number of marks on it. I was looking for work and marksd ths places where I wont
for jobs or where I heard there wsre jobe®,

Since it was obvious to Captain Frits that Oaunld was not going to be coopsrative, .
he terminated the interview at that times,

I approached Oswald then and,out of the hearing of the othare sxcept perhaps one
of Captain Fritz's men, said that as a Secret Servics agent, we are anxious to
talk with him as soon as hs had secured counselj that we were responsible for the
safety of the Presidentj that the Dallas Police had charged him with ths assassi-
nation of the President but that he had denied itj; we were therefore very anxious
to talk with him to make certain that the correct story was developing as it
related to the assascihation. He said that he would bs glad to discuss this
proposition with his attorney and that after he talked to ons, we could either
discuss it with him or discuss it with his attorney, if the attorney thought it
was the wise thing to do, but that at the present time he had nothing more to say
to me, Oswald was then handed some different clothing to put on. The clothing
included a sweater. Captain Frits made a number of telephone calls to ascertain
whether the preparations he had placed into effsct for transferring the prisoner
to the County Jail were ready and upon being so advised, Captain Frits and members
of the Detective Buroau escorted Oswald from the Homicide Office on the third
floor to the basement where Oswald was shot by Jack Ruby.

On the completion of the interview, SAIC Sorrels and I proceeded to the office of
the Chief of Police on the third floor and were discussing the interview when we
heard that Oswald had been shot. We both ran down the steps to the basement. I
arrived in the ante-room where they had dragged Oswald. SAIC Sorrels located and
interviewad Ruby. Someons was bending over Oswald with a stethoscope and he
appeared to be unconscious in very seriocus condition at that time. I asksd Captain
Frits what had happened and he said Oswald had been shot by one Jack "Rubio® whom
the police knew as & tavern mperator. Shortly thereafter a stretcher arrived and

I accompanisd the strstcher to tha ambulance which had been haatily backed inio the
garags. I observed that during the transfer that Oswald was uncomsciousj when the
ambulance drove away from the building, I attempted to board a cruiser that 1:77
apparently was going to follow the ambulance but I was unable to gat into the car
bofore it pulled away. S8peclal Agents Warner and Pastsrson had heard of the shoot-
ing on their radio, proceeded to Parkland Hospital where Oswald was being taken and
arrived very ahoﬂiy after Oswald . ld tn‘i'hd &b 3he emergency entrance and was
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baing taken into the emergency treatment room. One or the other of thos: agents
was in close proximity to Oswald while he was being treated. when I arrived at
the hospital, I rode up on the elevator with Dr. Shaw who had looked at Oswald
as ho had coms in and was being recalled to the oparating room where Oswald had
baen taken. While Oswald was in the operating room, no one othor than m2dical
parsonnel was present but a Dallas policeman who had accompanied Oswald in the
ambulance was standing in the doorway of the opsrating room in operating room
scrub clothes, No othar investigating personnel were in the vicinity. In the
irmediate vicinity of the detective was Special Ag2nt Warner. Oswald mads no
statomants from the tims ha was shot until the time of his death. He was un-
conscious during the ambulance run to ths hospital which I verified through
Datective Daugherty, who accompanied him. He did not reogain consciousness at
any time during the treatment until he died., At tha time of his death, mysslf,
Dotective Daugherty and Colonel Garrison of the Texas State Police wers on the
fifth floor of the hospital arranging a security room in which to take Oswald,

in the event he survived the operating room treatment. It was no.er necessary
to use this room and upon learning of his death, I procaeded to tho morgus to
arrange for his family to view the body, Whan the family heard of the death
they wers in the process of being interviewed by Spacial Agants Kunkel and Howard,
and requested to be brought to the hospital. Oewald's brother, Robert, who had
also com to ths hospital, was being interviewed by Spaciel Agent Howlett. Bsefore
the post mortem was performnd, Oswald's family, with the excaption of Robert,
viewed the body., Robert arrived too late to view the body before tho autopsy
had started and wae not permitted bty hospital authorities to viow the body. The
family was accorpanied during the viewing by the hospital chaplain.

After making arrangements through the chaplain and another clergyman for ths
burial of the body, the family was returned to a secludad spot undsr the protec-
tion of Special Agents Kunkel and Howard, and the Irving Texas polics. Precaution
was taken to insure their safety in view of the excitamont causzd by tha killing
of Uswald. Spsecial Agents Howard and Kunkel did an excellent job in handling the
security of this family detail and insuring thoir safety. Thereaftsr, I was
called by SAIC Bouck who advised me that the President and the Attornsy General
were concerned about the safety of this family and instructed that all precautions
should be taken to insure that no harm befell them. SAIC Bouck was advised that
the family was presently under cur protectionj ws would continue providing
protection until further notice.

Later that same day, I was contacted by SA Robertson of the FBI who asked whether
we had someons with the family. He wae assured that we had. He requested to be
advised whers the family had been taken. Since their ultimate destination was
unknown to me at the time, I assured him that when I learned of their whersabouts

I would relay it to him, He said that they received instructions from the Attorney
- General and President Johnson shat precaution should be taken to insure the fardly
safety.

At 11 pm, Sunday, November 2ith, I was advised of the location of the family and
{rmediately notified Robsrtson and inquired whether thay now wished to take over

their protection. He said no they had no such instructions, they merely wished to
be assured that someene wes looking owt fer; ¢heir safesy. I nmd them that
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adequate protection was being provided and that they were available for inter-
vieus by the FBI, He stated thad they did not wish to interview the family
at this timej Ahat Shey merely wanted te make sure they were in safe hands.
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