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BRITISH GIRI: FOR KENNEDY
NURSE WAS AT HIS SIDE WHEN HE DIED
by Sydney Brennan

A PRETTY young English girl left her home for a job in Texas three months ago
with a burning ambition—to meet the President of the United States.

At 12:50 pan. on Friday 22-year-old Diana Bowron’s wish was tragically
realised . . . when she helped to carry President John F. Kennedy, dying from
an assassin's bullets, into Parkland Hospital in Dallas.

For Diana had answered a ‘routine emergency call,” unaware that the
patients were the critically wounded Mr. Kennedy and Governor John Connally.

Yesterday speaking by telephone from the hospital, Diana, whose parents live
in Robertson-road, Buxton, Derbyshire, said : “It was the most terrible and shock-
ing experience of my life.”

Diana, who was trained at Hope Hospital, Salford, said: “I realised who the
man in the car was as soon as I saw Jackie Kennedy. Mr. Kennedy was slumped
forward in his seat—and so was Mr. Connally.

COVERED WITH BOUQUET PHRTALS

“We had to bring in Mr. Connally first before we could get into the President.
His jacket was covered with petals from Mrs. Kennedy’s bouquet.

“I helped to cut away Mr. Kennedy’s clothing and to administer intravenous
injections. Ten doctors and several nurses including myself—assisted in giving
blood transfusions. Then I handed instruments to the doctors who performed
a tracheotomy operation to assist his breathing.

“But there was no hope for him. Mrs. Kennedy was there nearly all the time.
She went out for a short while. But, in spite of what the doctors said, she came
back in just as Mr. Kennedy died.

“When he had died, Mrs. Kennedy kissed his hand. Then she took off her
wedding ring and slipped it on his wedding finger. But the ring only reached
the first knuckle.

“We all wept with Mrs. Kennedy. It was the most moving thing I have ever
seen,” added Diana.

Diana, who spoke for ten minutes on a telephone call to her father, Mr. Maurice
Bowron, 51, and his wife Beatrice, 48, expects to return to this country in nine
months.

“Diana always wanted to go to America, and when she noticed an advertise-
ment for jobs in Dallas in a nursing journal she jumped at the chance,” said Mrs.
Bowron.
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