Ald
.
(SK=

coil

tcit s>;ttvtcL t)esrn "rclt

'

7~GTT09-

--DEPT-.- . . ..

'REVCO

F GTNtk' -"~

SUBJEIT : .,,

=M==s

.
-~

Leo Harvey OSFT

: Hr . Lea Harvey OS+7AL0, an Ararican citfea, appeared at this Embassy Oetober-~o
1959 and stated to Seed Secretary Richard E, Snyder that he vishos .to renounce
tils American citizenship and that he had applied to become a citizen of the Soviet
Union. He presented to the interviewing officer his paa~port and the folloetrsg
Signed, undated, handwritten statement, the original of which is retained by the
Ikbnoay (misspellings are as in original)-

.

"I Leo Ilaroy (eq) Oswald do hereby request that my present citizenship
in the United States of america, be revoked, .
"I have entered the Soviet Union for the express parpaoe of oppling '
for citizenship in the Soviet Union, through the moans of naturalizatione
O* request for citizenship is now pending before the Surprom Soviet .
of the U,S.S .,R,

01 take these steps for political reasons,, Nay request for the revoking
of my Axv,+rican citizenship is made only after the lon3est and moot serious
considerations..
OT affirm that my allegiance to to the Union of Soviet Socialist Rcpublies .a
a/ Leo H. Osaald
" avald In the bearer of Passport lie, 1733242, issued September 10, 1959
(retained at the Embassy),. The passport ohoen that he was barn in New Orleans,,
Louisiana, on October 18, 1939, and gives his occupation as sshipning export agents.
Oswald gave bin last address in the United :tdtee as that of his mother at
4936 Collinwood Street, Fort North, Texan
A te)egra!o subsequently received at .
' the Massy for him indi - t"9 that a brother, Robert L. Osvald, resides at
-7313 Davenport, Fort Worth, Texas . He slated that he was disehargcd from the U, S.
Harine Corpa on September 11, 1959 . HHighest grade achieved was corporal . Orvald
evidently applied for his passport to the Agency rtt San Francisco tibile still in '
service. its stated that he had contrrplat&d the action which he trole for about .
iwp Fears before his discharge. . He departed iron the United Strater, thrrnaih Ucw
Orleans with the intent of traveling to the Soviet Union t1wough !tcrthern 1!ampa a,'
,~ ., i~ He states that o first applied for a Soviet touriat virn in 1!ci~" Iri.'. nn October 14,~
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that he applied for Soviet citizenship by letter to the Supreme Soviet .on
October 16 in Moscow. He stated that he did not aention his intent to remain
Sn the Soviet Union to the Soviet Embassy in Helsinki at the time of his visa
'application.
Throughout the interview Oswaidla manner was aggressive, arrogant, and
uncooperative . He appeared to be competent. He insisted that he did not wish
to waste time in discussion or answering questions concerning his "personal"
affairs beyond what was directly related to divesting himself of his American
citizenship . He was contemp%uuwus of any efforts by the interviewing officer in
his interest, made clear that he wanted no advice from the Embassy. He stated
that he knew the provisions of U. S. law on loss of citizenship and declined to
have them reviewed by the interviewing officer. In short he displayed all the
airs of a new sophomore party-liner.
Oswald gave as the "principal reason" for his decision that "I am a marxiet",
but declined any further elaboration of his motives. Hourover, other remarks
bearing on his attitude were made during the L-iterview . At one point he alluded
to hardships endured by his mother as a "worker" and stated that he did not intend
to have this happen to him. He also referred to himself several times as
a "w*er", but admitted that he had never held a civilian fob, having entered
the Marine Corps directly from junior year of hl~ school . (He claimed to have
completed high school while in service.) He stated that his service in Okinawa
and elsewhere "gave me a chance to observe American imperialism. "" At another
point he reacted sensitively when asked, in connection with his rank in the Marine
Corps, whether he felt he should have had a higher grade.
Oswald categorivally refused to discuss his family beyond stating that he
was not married and that he has a mother in Texas. He had obliterated the
address written on the inside cover of file passport and steadfeatly refused to
give any last home address until it was elicited by the "threat" that nothing
could be done about his request to renotmce his citizenship without this
information . After giving the address noted above, he then confirmed that it
was his mother's aridrese . He wculd not say whether he had informed his _mother
and rebuffed any suggestion of concern for her.
Oewald offered the information that he had been a radar operator in the
Marine Corps and that he had voluntarily stated to unmarred Soviet officials that
as a Soviet citizen he would make known to them such information concerning the
Marine Corps and his speciality as he posaeseed. He intimated that he might know
something of special interest.
Oswald is presently residing iri non-tourist status at the Mfrtropole Hotel
in Moscow awaiting the Soviet response to his application for citizenship . As
his Soviet visa and ailitla registration explis-.d on Oct;ber 22, 1959, and have
not been renewed, he is patcantly in a technically illegal, residence status with
+.he tacit consent of the Soviet authorities .
Por tdrat eignifi-ce it may have, the . foregoing was also the pattern in
the Nicholas PETW= case (our Despatch 111, September 11, 1959). Having
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evidently concluded, after allowing Petrulli to languish "illegally" in a local
hotel for a mntbs that he Vas no a©et as a Soviet citizen, the Soviets
suddenly invited hire to departs pointing out that he had *overstayed" hie visa,
In view of the PetrulliI cneo and other eonsiderations the Embassy proposes
P
to delay action on Oz:.aldfa rcmuest to or:cutci an oath of renunciation to the
extent distated by
volop:. to and r-ab$cot
the Ikpartnrntla advice .

to
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