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‘1 am the commander,’
he barked at Marina

OSWALD

CONTINUED

was nat interested |n Russia or
the Aussian people. As | talked to
him. | realized he had a vein in
him that was bayond reason, may-
be, that was fanatic, | thought he
was unstable. | thought he was
the typs of which martyrs and
fanatics are made.”

On MNov. 14, a month after he
first turned up in Moscow, Soviet
officials told him that he would
not be granted citizenship. He
would be permitted to stay n
Aussia, he was told, 85 a resident
aban. Once again he had been re-
fnctod. Soon afterward he moved
to Minsk. o city sbout 400 miles
weal of Moscow with & population
of 500.000

Ho got o job s a sheet-metnl
worker in @ factory at & wage of
abput 80 rubles @ month, the
euuivalent of $88 in American
Typically, he began col-
iecting grievances. Ha lamented
lnter that ki had to work 12 o 14
hourn & day, that there wam no
paid vacations, that the food was
monotonods. He ' complained of
the way seversl families were
crowded into one room, of pres-
sure tha Commumst party put on
civiliang, of the presence of elec
tronic [istening devices: He slso
objected to the political lectures
he was subjected to during lunch
hours, and the shortage of fresh
vegetnbles and milk.

He joined & rifle club, according
to what he toid.a man he knew
later in Texas, and became &n Bx-
pert marksman. He was unhappy
ol baing unsble to own his own
rifle. "The government wouldn't
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DOUBLE IDENTITY. tdentilicotion
cards found on Oswald when cap:
tured included Marne Corpa card [far
right] giwng his corract same  and
number. Oifser two carde, apparently
torged by Oswald. give name he used
to buy rifie- that killed the President
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let you own a rifle," he sald, “Cnly
shotguns. So i joined a rifle club.”

Meanwhile the Marine Corps
heving tearned of Oswald's ot
tempt to renounce his citizanahp,
decided to give Oswald, still in
the inactive reserves, an undesina-
ble discharge

lr- March 1861 Oswald met Mo
rira  Nikolsevna Pruskova. &
pretty 18-year-old hospital phar-
macist from Laningrad Lee was
tha first American she had avermet,
and: ghe had thought oftan of go-
ing 1o America He was difficult
and unpopular, ahe realized. but
she was attractad to him. “Lee pot
liket anyone,” she once said In har
brokan English, "but ha love me'
She said at one point that she feit
sorry for him because he had no
friends. “Everybody hated him "
she soid, “even in Russia.'

Cin April 30, six weeks aftar thay
moL they were married. Oswald
by this tme, had plready made
moves 1o return to the US: Ina
1962 lstter to Senator lohn Tower
of Texas, he said that he had tried
to get an exit visa &8 sarly ag July
20, 1980, about sight months be-
fare bie met Maring,

In-February 1981, Cawald hod
first informad the Americen sm
bassy In Moscow of his deaire to
return home. & took 18 months
ta get all the necessary documants
——axlt permits for himsalf, his wife,
and for his daughter, June Les,
who wes bom on Feb, 15 1962
Quwald's US, passport, which he
had thrown deflantly on a desk
when he announced his defection,
was ronewed and amendad 10 in-
clude his daughter,

Things finally fall into place for
Oswald in May 1862 The State
Degartment, deciding that Ouwald
still held American citizenship,
granted him a loan of $4357T1
Such loans are routingly made to
Americans stranded abroad with-
out funds On May 30 he wrote

his mother from Moscow "We
shall ba leaving from Holiand by
ship for tha U.S. on June 4th."

After Lee's arrival in the US
thera was 8 family raunion 8t his
brother Robert's house in Fort
Warth, but it was & subdued one

"He didn't say much about living
in Russia,” said kis mother. “'He
Jjust introduced hiswife and baby
and said he wanted to find a job
Ha had an awful time getting work
Peapla didn't like the ides of him
having a Aussian wife. They were
awful to him and hor,”

Lee and the family stayed anly
briefly st Robert's houss then
moved in with hls mother, who
had an apartment In Fort Worth.
Mrs. Oswald said it fook him a
month ta find & job. “1'd drive him
downtown and say, ‘How -about
that place? He'd go in and come
out and say, Thay don't need me
He wasn't bitter. Ha knew he had
made a mistahe going to Aussi
and would have to pay for L7 She
soid that at night Lee and his wife
would ploy a Russian game, simi-
lar 1o tickiackaos, ot the kitchen
table A* othar fimes they resd 1o
wach other in Russian

I sarly July, with the halp of
the Texas Employiment Commis-
sion, Cawald got a job at n weld-
ing shop in the industrial section
of Fort Worth. He won o sheot.
matal heiper, a job similar to that
he hald in Minsk He was poid
$50 a week barely snough
sustain a fomily of three.

Al the shop, owned by the Louv-
A-Pac Company, Oswald was a
nullen, unenthusiastic but com.
petent worker. The shop foreman,
Tom Vargas, said Dawald walked
o and fram work, and brought his
lunch. "He'd take his sack lunch
ond sit in 8 comer by himeslf. He
never talked to anyone.”

Dewald didn't miss & dey on the
job until the end of September.
Then he simply disappeared. *The
last thing we heard was o lettar
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tefilng us whene 1o send his pay-
check,” said Vargas

The Qewalds had moved into a
§58-n-month duplex apertment on
Mercedes Street, about a half-mile
from whare he worked. It was a
small  apartment, sparsely  fur
nished, across the street from o
big department-siore warehouse.
It had @ smoll yard with a few
traes, and its window shutters




