‘Lee never came to
squadron parties’

couNTiNUED

and stoy there, reading n book. He
chdn't hovve any friends.”

Donald Goodwin was Owwald's
section chiel at Pendiston, “He

out too weill. He had & tamper, but
wasn't too good a fighter. He was
the kind of guy you told to do
something., and i he didn't fesl
likn it. ho'd tefl you 1o Take & walk "

Onwald  was  court-martialed
twice in 1566. On April 11, he was

wit goed with a rifle.” G
recalled. “but he was such & hor-
hoad | wos glod whon he was
firaity shipped out for radar train-
ing, He wan always having beefs
with the guys. Never could tigure
out what i was about, really. Just
1o got into a fight and vent his
emaotions, | suppose.”

Hin marksmanship record indi-
cates he wos only & fair shot, al-
though the Marine coursen ara no-
tably difficult and anyone who
qualifies in them must be able to
handle a rifle proficiently. He qual-
fed @ n sharpahootor with a
acore of 212. sh g ot

of violating Article 82
by failling to register a parsonal
weapon. o pistol As b result some
of his privileges were taken awary
Hi second court-martial came
two monthe lster He hod talked
back to an NCO when both werd
off-duty and had tred to pick a
fight with him The NCO tumed
him in Because it was his second
aftenss, Oswald was broken from
private first cinss 1o private

“I ramember him an being very
quist, but wid when he was
drunik,” says Peter Cassisi, an-
other former member of Oswald's

of 200, 300 mnd 500 yords A
score of 190 to 206 earme o Manne
o guolification as marksman; 210
to #16, @ sharpshooter. 220 to
250 an expert. On an eower
course, where recruits fired at tar.
gets 200 pid 300 yards awny, he
barely qualifiod with 181, He fired
the M-1 rifln onh both courses.
From Camp Pendieton, Private
Oawnld wan assigred to the Naval
Al Technical Training Center at
lacksonville. Fla. There he was
trained 0B an aviation eisctronics
operator, & job which Involved
muintaining and rapaining alreraft
wimctronicn systems both on the
ground and in the sir. In uly 1957
he shipped out ol Sen Francisco
Tor lapan whure ha wis' to sorve
a8 & radio malntenance man with
the Firnt Maving Air Wing ot At-
sugt Naval Air Station, 35 miles
southwest of Tokyo.

t Awsug! he became & part of
Marina A Control Sguadron
One, knawn as “Max One” 10 its
mombars The mission of this

., now o n
Bronxville, NY. "W uned o call
him ‘Private Owwald, just to neo-
die him. He was that kind of guy
Ho'd go on o spurt every once in
o while, and woke up the barracks
whan he came beck, But he waa
mustly by  himael,  and never
showed up =t any of.the squad-
ron paries,”

Several ex-Marines recalled that

ing. Peaple wha know. him before
he went in the service and after
think of him as & nondrinker.
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kind of authonty ' Qewald played
an the squadron football team for
a shart time. He played end, Don-
avan said, until he was bounced
off the squad “becouse he kept
talking back in the huddie' The
quarterback was b captain

Iny the swmmer of 1958 Oswald
apgpliod for o hardahip release from
the Marines His mother, working
in a Fort Worth depsrtment stors,
was injured when a box of glass
Jarn fell and struck her an the
head She was forced to remain
in bed for gis mdnthe, and the
madical bills tapidly exhaustad har
slim savings. "l didn’t want to tell
Lew and worry him, bt finally |
wrote. She said that the landlord
of her apartment allowed her to
bring in & rollaway bed for Les

hartly before his release, Os-
wald appiied for admission
1o Albert Schweitzer College at
Churwalden, Switrerlond, a pri-
vate school with & program in
workd b rall-
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by, United Prass intprnational car-

rospondent, ot the Hotel Metro-
pole. 1 will never return 1o the
Linited States for ary reason” he
daclared:

The Interview gave bim an op-
portunity, for the firit time in his
life, 10 tee| important His opinion
win sought, His picturs was tok:
an. Hu responded by being as ar-
ticulate an he had ever been in his
lite. He struck Miss Maosby os “a
person very determined but une
sure of himself, naive and emo-
tionaily unbalonced.”

“Iam & Marxit.” Lea told her.

| became interadted ot about the
age of 15, I've seen poor niggers,
being o southern boy, and that
wan a lssson. People hate bocuuss
they're told to hate, ke school
kidu. It's the fashion to hate peo-
ple in the United Statas,”

Onwold was siwo interviawsd by
Prisciila Johnson, now 8 Soviel
wxpert of the Russian Aessarch
Center st Harvard, who was In
LU at that tims.

glon, socislogy and lunguages. He
was accepted for the upring torm
of 1960, but he never appesred

Ha returnad 1o his siling maoth-
e mpartmens. "OF all my sor-
row,” she said later, “) don't think
| will evar forget the shamo | falt
whan my boy eotered that amall
place wih a sick mother, In the
morning, he soid, “Mother, my
mind is made up | went to get
on o ship and travel. I'l sse a lot
and i's good waork.' *

Lee spent only thiee nights et
his mother's house. He had naved
$1,600 from his Manne Corps pay
and he wan anxious 1o gol whes
ha was going.

Two and a holf weeks |ater
Mrs. Oswald got & letter from Les
postmarked New Orisans. “Wall,
| have boaked passage on a shig
to Europe,” it bogun. "I would of
had o soanec of fatar snd | think
lll bast | go now.”

crazy,” he seid, “But | learned it

mlﬂn | coulant
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the most interesting defector |
ever saw,” sha woid. “He talked
i tenms of cupitalints and ox.
ploiters. and he seid something
about how he was sure iF he lved
i the U.S. 'he wouldn't get a job,
that he'd be one of the exploiled.

‘I didn’t percoive what the ea-
sential thing was—thet tha guy
would be unhapgy anywhere. |
had this awful tealing thet | coukd
talk him out af it. He kaew nothing
about Aussia, He was like o baba
in the woods, ke o lost child, He




