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exert himealf partnoularly in clasa
In the filth grade he made two Ds
—a failling grade in Fornn Warth at
that time—:n arithmetic and spoll-
ing, twa Cs, the rest Bu

Another schoolmate,  Willam
Leverich, was struck by Lee's
in ciasa, |

that he'd scoot his desk chair
across the floor to the pencil
wharpaner—just to got attantion of
course. The kids would snicker
and the teacher would get mad "

Loe was not aRogether unno-

ﬁ

wlso thought she could do bettar
finnncially in New York

They errived in New York in
September, moved into an aparnt-
ment in the Brodx and Lee en-
tared the sevonth grade of Trinity
Lutharan School, switching after
thres weeks to lunlor High School
117. His public school 0
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tion—gangarous 10 his perscnal-
ity When you get & 1dysar-cld
kid who withdraws into his own
world, whose only comparny s
fantasy, who wanis no fnends
who has no Iather figure. whose
mather doesn't seom to relats o
thar—then you've got trouble. |

i pl for O

record wan sbysmaol, Between Oec-
tober 1952 and January 1953 he
missed 47 school deys. His grades
ware barely passing. On the report
card where teachers rate o child's
personality factor, Lee was judged
satigfactory in courtesy and offort,
unsatisfactory In cooperation, de-

ticed by the fifth- and sixth-grad
wris. One recalled thet "he had
musales—he was strong.” Anath
&r had such a crush on hem that
once, walking homa with Lee and
angther girl, she asked him 1o kes
her, Loo said he wouldn't unlass
he could also kiss the other girl,
whom he was sweet on at the time,
Lee kissed them bath
Mre. Pat Davenpert Baum of
Fart Worth,  former clasamate of
Lee'n, said he once wroto her o
love note and was bitter whan she
spurnied him. “Ob, how ha haled
me for that, He didn't speak to me
ot all for a long time.” Mra. Baum
also recalled that Lee “walkad real
provd. But he never wors Levis,
he wore woma other type of jeans
which laaked chaapar
Lee was quite cepable of do-
fending twmsalf in those yeam
Clasamnte Monnw Davis recalled
how Lea beat him one day atter
school, "Ha fought dirty, pinching
ant biting. ' Davie said, “but he
would have licked me anyway "
Davin suid that as the fight was
breaking up. Lee's mother ep-
powred ond ‘'she was laughing
She was real proud of him
Loe finished the siath grade at
FRidgloa Wast in June 1852 He
wis mpproaching his 13th birthday
—fmirly il for hin age, wall bullt
ahdl athletic But he appearsd lane-
ly and wore an increasingly no-
ncaable chip on his shoulder, Ak
this time his mothor dacided to
@o to New York; a mave thal was
b have & great (inpact on Lee. Sha
omid she wanted to be cioso to
heir 8on Johy Pic, by ter first mar.
. fage. who was stationsd in MNew
~ York with the Coast Guard Sha

| CLOWNING AT 18, Just a5 & cions
mpte  phatographe  ninth.grade Eng-
liuh clans rehmarsing Casay ot the Hal
Duwald tums 1o fineg 4t camera He
wor pansing gredd of 70 in the course
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is trusncy resuited in Lee's
first bruah with legal authonty
—in his case the New York Chil-
dran’'s Count. Mrs. Cewald had
moved again in March 1253, and
Loe had been tranaferred to Jun-
ior High School 44—hia third
school in seven maonths. When he
tailad 1o repon 1o the schoal iohn
Carrn, 8 young probation officer
aenigned ta the Childran s Court in
the Bronx. got in touch with him
Carro, o soft-spoken, 36-year-
olel father of six who |s now as-
amtant th New Yark Mayor Robart
Wagner. snid, "'We talked at my
olfice. My jub was to find out his
background, hin ettitude towsrd
school, the attitude of his parents,
whather thera were ony illnesses
or axtEnualing croumstences amnd
80 'on_ | found him to be & small,
bright and likebie boy | esked
him why he was eteying out of
school and. he said he thought
school was a wasts of time. that
he wasn't loarning anything there
aryway. He alsa told Catro that
the other childran in school made
hin of him bacause af his Texes
drawl and s blue jeans.
| wsked im what hie hobbres
ware, and he said he used 1o col-
lact stamps but didn’t do that any
more, He said e lhed horsaback
ridifig [there 18 no evidence that
he aver did any| and said hie want-
#d to go into the Marines, But, he
said, most of sl ke just liked to
be by himself and do things by
himealf He would get up in the
marming and witch belevision ail
day There wos no one als= ol
home The mother worked. He
didnt have any fripnds, and he
didn’t seem to mias having any
Frignds. He never said anything to
me about reading. It didn’t seam
abnarmal to him to stay home and
do nothing, but it was
‘In my report | indicated this
was a potentially dangerous situs-
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witld | thought of a place fike
Berkshire Farm in Consen [NY.]
or Childran’s Village =t Dobbe
Farry. They hove cottages for the
kids thare, and peychiatne trest.
ment, o8 well aa follow-up' ther-
apy | definitoly thought that would
help this boy

| had the feeling that ke moth.
o wan complotely ineffoctual. that
she was detnched and Aonin.
votved, She kopt saying that Les
waEn't  any problem, and  ahe
didn’t understand what the fuss
was all aboul. She wanted to go
back 1o Texas or Louisiara, but
sald she didn't have the maney

“Finally | remember telling Lae.
‘It mither, school or  commit:
ment. He sad, ‘In that case. (1
g back to school’ Hm mother
refused (o take Him 10 3 cour
ortnched peychistric chinic. Ske
said thit he wan attending school
by that time ‘and thern ‘was no
raason for .going 10 the clinic
Les's behavior was slightly dis-
ruptive at school,

“in Janudry 1654, 1 wrote o
Mra. Ouwald, ‘ashing har 1o coim
inte my office and biting the boy
Tha lettar came back ‘Moved. Laft
No Forwarding Address.” ™ -

Mrs. Odwold's mamories of the
16 months abe and Les apant in
New York are bitier, perhaps col-
ared by 8 suspicion that it had
benr o misiske Lo move thera

"It was 8 vary, vary sad story,”
she saic of Lee's Truancy troubles
“Mr. John Care told him, ‘Lee
you'll have To report to me overy
woek.' | sald, ‘Mr. Carro. 'my son
ot going lo repor 1o you
He's no criminal Ha's given his
ward that it's not going ta kappen
agron. Tha fret tima he dooen’t
keap his word, then he'll repornt o
you | wea not going to have o
boy of that age and caliber going
1o probotion officer.”

he most panatrsting persgnals

Ay analyais ovor made on Les
Oawald came from Dr  Heratus
Hartoge: chisf peyohintriat st New
York's Youth House for Boys. Har-
togs examined him at tha recom-
mendetion of the Branx Children's
Court His confidential report is
in the hands of the federal com-
mission  now investigsting the
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