to my house, and he would
apologize
for her.
Or even if anything
should
occur
with him, he would apologize.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Is there anything
else that you can think of that you would
want
to tell us that might
shed some light
on .Jark Ruby
on why he committed
the
crime that he committed.
Mr. JOHNSON.
I haven’t
the slightest
idea, because
the only time that I have
known
Jack-I
have
known
him to shoot
in the club when
there
was some
trouble-shoot
at the ceiling.
We would
have
heated
arguments,
but never
at any time where
he put a pistol
on me.
I wasn’t
afraid
to argue
with him,
because I didn’t think
he was that kind of a person.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
The time that he shot the pistol
off in the club, what
was he
doing it for?
Mr. JOHNSON.
They maybe
were having
.a fight in the club, and to scare them
he would
shoot
at the ceiling.
I can’t
think
of anything
other
than what
I
have told you.
Other
than,
as far as I am concerned,
he was all right.
After
leaving,
he wasn’t
angry
with
me, and he didn’t
appear
to be angry
with me.
We had a heart-to-heart
talk, and I just explained
to him I thought
it would
be better
for me. I was gett,ing
in a rut at the club, and I just wanted
to change.
We had no angry
words or anything.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Thank
you very
much for coming
here and waiting
as you had
to a bit longer than we expected.
Mr. JOHNSON.
Like
I say, even if it meant
to give up a job, I wanted
to do
whatever
I could.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
This has been helpful
to us because
we are trying
to get an
insight
from the experiences
other people had with him, and you have helped us
today
to fill in some gaps that we didn’t
have, and I appreciate
that very much.
Mr. JOHNSON.
I certainly
hope I have been some help.
Thank
you very much.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Bye, bye.
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The testimony
of Edward
J. Pullman
was taken at 7 :OFi p.m., on July 24,19&t
; in
the office of the U.S. attorney,
301 Post Office Building,
Bryan
and Ervay
Streets,
Dallas,
Tex.,
by Mr.
Burt
W. Griffin,
assistant
counsel
of the President’s
Commission.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
I am Burt
Griffin,
and a member
of the general
counsel’s
staff
We
of the President’s
Commission
on the Assassination
of President
Kennedy.
have a few preliminaries
that we always
go through
to acquaint
you with what
we are trying
to do here.
I might
state to you at the outset that the President’s
Commission
was established
pursuant
to an Executive
order
by President
Johnson
and a joint
resolution
of Congress
and under
that set of official
acts
the Commission
has been directed
to investigate
into and evaluate
and report
back to President
Johnson
all the facts relating
to the assassination
of President
Kennedy
and Lee Harvey
Oswald.
We have asked you to come here today
in
particular
because
you have been friendly
over the years
with
Jack Ruby
and
we are hopeful
that you can perhaps
provide
us with
some information
and
insight
into Jack Ruby
that we wouldn’t
have had otherwise.
Under
the rules
promulgated
by the Commission,
I have been directed
specifically
to take your
deposition.
I might
tell you that the rules of the Commission
provide
that you
are entitled
to receive
3 days’ written
notice before
being obliged
to testify,
and
I now ask you at the outset
if you received
a letter
from the Commission
and
when it was that you did receive
it?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I received
the letter last Sunday.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Then, the 3 days’ provision
is complied
with.
There
is another
formal
question
that I will simply
ask you and that is if you have any questions
about
the nature
of what
will take place in the next half hour or so?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Well,
I just
wanted
to get a little
idea of what
type of information
you’are
looking
for-just
what you are concerned
with?
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JIr. GRIFFIN.
In calling
you, we are particularly
interested
in any information
that you might
have about
the activities
of dack Ruby
on Sovember
22, 1963.
and Sorember
23 and 24, including
various
other
people
that we know
who
were in contact
with him and also some background
information
of Jack Ruby
in terms
of the various
enterprises
of his in at least one or two of which
I
understand
you were associated
in with him.
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes : that’s
right.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
And also, perhaps,
some general
insights
to the kind of person
Mr. Ruby was.
Xr. PUI,LMAN.
How did you happen
to get my name-1
know
I spoke to the
FBI at the time.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Yes; you were interviewed
by the FBI,
and other
people
that
we have talked
to have indicated
that you, perhaps
more so than any others.
knew Jack pretty
well?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
Well,
I knew
him pretty
well;
he used to be at my house
occasionally
and I had an insight
to his personal
character.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Then, let me ask you at this point
if you will
raise pour right
hand and be sworn.
Do you solemnly
swear
that the testimony
you are about
to give will
be the truth,
the whole
truth
and nothing
but the truth.
SO help
you God?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I do.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Would
you state your full name for the record,
please?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Edward
J. Pullman.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Where do you live, Mr. Pullman?
Mr. PULLMAN.
5454 Anita.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Is that in Dallas?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes.
Xr. GRIFFIN.
When were you born?
Mr. PULLMAN.
July 12,192&--no
; that’s July 28,1912.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
What is your occupation?
Mr. PU~MAN.
I am a furniture
designer
and consultant-games,
ideas, promotions-anything
for the public ; creative
ideas for games and so forth.
JIr. GRIFFIN.
How long have you been in that business?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Oh, about 30 years.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you have any formal
training
in that?
Xr. PULLMAN.
No ; I just learned
it all.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Are you self-employed?
Mr. PULLDIAN.
I am working
for a company
right
now.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
And whom do you work for?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I’m working
for Freed Furniture
Co.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
And were you working
for them at the time I have mentioned?
Xr. PULLMAN.
So;
I just started
with
them.
I was just
working
for myself-1
have just started
with them.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Do you have a family?
Mr. PULLMAN.
My wife and daughter
and children.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
When,
approximately,
did you first
meet Jack
Ruby?
Mr. PULL~~AN.
Well,
I met Jack-oh,
I’d say several
years
ago, but I never
had any real contact
with
him, but I had heard
a lot $about Jack, but I never
had any contact
with him until
1963, and that was in the summer.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
How
did Jack happen
to make contact
with you at that time?
Mr. PULLX~AN.
Well,
my wife
was the one that I got in contact
with
him
on, because
she went to help in the night
club.
She used to be the manager
of the Theatre
Lounge.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Your
wife
was the manager
of the Theatre
Lounge?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did she meet Jack as a result of that?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Well,
no; she had left the Theatre
Lounge
and she wanted
to get something
to do and she was told that Jack was looking
for someone
to help him and she was up there
and he got her started
working.
She actually wasn’t
working
in a true sense of the word
because
he was never
sure of
what
he wanted.
What
she could
do for him-he
couldn’t
put anything
right
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He was very
down on the line and say, “Yes; I want you to do this or that.”
Every night he ran the place on a different basis.
erratic.
Mr. GRIFFIX. When did she start to work for him?
Mr. PULLJIAN. I think it was-I’m
not sure, but I believe it was in .July.
Mr. GRIFFIJ. In 1053?
Mr. PULLMAN.
1963.
Mr. GRIFFIN. And how long did she continue to work for him?
Mr. PVLLXAN. I thilik-about
6 or 8 weeks.
Mr. GRIFFIX. And how did she happen to leave?
Mr. PTLLJIAN.
She didn’t happen to leave-it
was just too confusing--the
confusion was constant. and she couldn’t do things the way they should be run
because she had a pretty good idea of how to run a club and she would try to
help him and it seemed like he didn’t want to accept any help as far as his
operations were concerned and he wanted to do it all himself.
Mr. GRIFFIN. So, what actually, did she wind up doing for him?
Mr. PUI.LJCAN.
Just being a general hostess and seating people and trying
to be of service to wk ) Lver came in--that was all; and I used to come up there
evenings and spend a couple of hours and we got real close-real
friendly.
And I watched the way he operated and I knew his personality very quicklyhe was very hot tempered and I was there one night when he personally threw
someone out because he had said something derogatory about Kennedy.
Mr. GRIFFIN. When was that?
Mr. PCLLMAN.
It was during the time my wife worked there and I also found
in talking to him that he couldn’t take anybody who was going to talk against
Kennedy or the administration
or the Government.
Later I learned from
other people that he felt the same wap about Roosevelt.
Mr. GRIFFIS. On this one instance, what specifically was said on the occasion
when he threw somebody out?
Mr. PGLLMAN. It was about-the
MC was making some remark about Barry
Goldwater
and some other things like that, and someone made some derogatory remarks about Kennedy-I
don’t remember the exact words-and
he
didn’t like what he said about Kennedy.
Mr. GRIFFIN. Did the person use profanity?
Mr. PULLJIAN. No profanity-just
the fact that he didn’t have respect-he
didn’t respect the President.
That was one of the incidents.
Then, there
was an incident pretty close to the time-it
was in November and we had a
Texas Product Show and, of course, I hadn’t seen him in some time up until
that particular
time and he called me---he had come up with this twistboard
and I was showing a bunch of inventions that I had at this Texas Product
Show that I had on display there.
Mr. GRIFFIN. Where was the Texas Product Show set up?
Mr. PULLMAN. At the Exhibit Hall out on Stemmons Expressway.
Mr. GRIFFIN. Is that out at the Trade Mart?
Mr. PULLMAN. No; but it’s pretty close-about
a block up from the Trade
Mart.
Mr. GRIFFIN. What month was this?
Mr. PULLMAN. That was in November-the
early part of November-I
think
it was the first week in November, and that’s when he contacted me. It seemed
very coincidental-I
hadn’t heard from him in months and he called me and
he told me he had this twistboard and he needed some idea as to how to merchandise it or what to do with it, and he was always running into various
things. He had this English razor blade that he was even trying to sell some
of them in his club.
Mr. GRIFFIN. Wilkenson blades?
Mr. PULLMAN. Wilkenson blades ; and when he &led me about the twistboard,
I had just been ready to go in to show him all my new ideas-products-at
the
show, and he thought it might be a good idea to tie the two together and that’s
how I got closely associated with him for a week.
Mr. GRIFFIN. What did he do with his twistboard at the Texas Product Show?
Mr. PULLMAN. I showed it in my space and he would even come down and
demonstrate it himself and sell it. I ask-2 him to send some of the girls down
and demonstrate it-this
twistboard
that he had there-exotic
dancers down
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As a matter
of fact,
you will
find
there
and
he did
bring
some
of them
down.
photographic
records
of it from
the Dallas
Times
Herald-they
took
a picture,
and
he may be in some
of those
pictures
with
one of the girls
on the twistboard,
and I also mentioned
the fact that
pictures
were
taken
by the Dallas
Times
Herald
newspaper,
I believe.
and
they
were
actually
publicity
shots
that
were
taken.
Sow,
he used
to come
in with
this friend,
George
Senator.
Jlr. GRIFTIS.
How
long did the show
run?
Mr. Pvr.r.~as.
It ran for a week.
Mr. GRIFFIS.
And what
week
did it run?
Mr. Pu~~lrrax.
I believe
it was
from
November
1st through
the 7th.
Mr. GRIFFIS.
And how often
did Jack
come?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
Oh, he tried
to get down
there
almost
every
night
if he could.
but
he did come
down
one night
; he made
a tour
of the place
and
he ran across
the H. L. Hunt
display,
and
during
that
time
they
were
giving
out a shopping
bag with
food
and
a lot of this
Lifeline
literature
that
they
inserted
into
the
bags
and I heard
somebody
calling
my name-1
was away
up towards
the middle
of the display
and
I heard
somebody
call
my name
and
it was
Jack
way
down
below
calling
me and
he was
walking
at a very
fast
clip
and
he had a bunch
of
papers
in his hand
and
he comes
up to me breathless
with
Senator
trailing
behind
him
and
showing
me all this
Lifeline
material,
and I couldn’t
stop
to read
it because
there
were
people
all around
the place,
and he said,
“I’m
going
to send
this
stuff
to Kennedy-I
want
to send
this
stuff
to Kennedy.”
He said,
“Nobody
has any right
to talk
like this about
our Government.”
Mr. GRIFFIX.
Senator
was present
at the time?
Jlr.
PULL~~AN.
Yes;
George
Senator
was
there.
He got real
excited
and
I
said,
“Well,
you just
know
about
it now,
but Lifeline
has been
out for some
time,”
and
that’s
what
he does
and
that’s
how
be gets his material
around.
He said,
“I’m
going
to do something
about
this,
I’m going
to see that
this
is taken
up in
Washington,”
and that
was the incident
that
I recall.
I think
I even
mentioned
that
to the FBI.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Do you recall
what
this
literature
was;
da you recall
any of the
specific
pieces
of literature?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Well,
I know
it was anti-administration,
anti-Government
type
of literature
that
he has always
been
giving
out.
I don’t
know
if you have
ever
listened
to his Lifeline
program
on the radio
or not.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
\Vhat
sort
of literature
was
this--was
there
pamphlets?
Mr.
PULL~CAN.
Pamphlets-just
pamphlets
and
sheets
talking
ernment.
I didn’t
stop to read
them,
but I know
about
them.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you actually
look
at these
sheets?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes ; I looked
at the sheets.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Was there
any advertising
on it?

a radio
about

script
the

or
Gov-

Mr. PULLMAN.
So;
you see, actually,
I don’t
know
whether
this
ought
to be in
the
record-that
was
one of the reasons,
I understand,
that
he wasn’t
allowed
to have
his display
at the New York
Fair
because
he gives
out this
type
of literature,
and they broke
his lease
on that
basis.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
Do you
remember
the names
of any of the pamphlets
that
were
put
out?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
Would
you
recall
them
jf some
were
suggested
to you?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No ; I couldn’t
say.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
How
long
did Jack
talk
about
this
literature?
Mr.
PULLSIAN.
Oh, it was just
a few
minutes
and
then
took
off.
He was
all
excited
and
red faced,
livid,
and
that’s
the way
he got-hot
and
cold
like
that
and I have
seen that
so many
times.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did
he complain
to anybody
at the H. I,. Hunt
booth?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
No, there
was
no one there-there
was
nobody
there
at the
time.
Xr.
GRIFFIN.
Who
else was
present
besides
you and George
Senator?
Mr. PULLYAN.
That’s
all.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you ever sell any twistboards
for Jack?
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JIM. ~VI.LJI.U.
I sold some. I’m sure, and he sold most of them.
Any time he
came down there, he sold some.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
How many did you sell?
III.. I~rr,r.~r.~s.
Oh, I sold about a dozen-as
il matter
of fact. he didn’t
know
how to go about handling
the thing.
Mr. GRIFFIS.
In what way?
Mr. P~~LIXAS.
I suggested
to him to try to set up a mail order program
on them.
and that’s where he got that box number.
Mr. GRIFFIS.
That’s
where he got what?
Mr. Pr-r.~.~as.
That’s
where
he got that box number
that they are all talking
about.
Mr. GRIFFIX.
You suggested
it?
Rlr. PULLMAX.
That he try to sell them mail order,
you see, and he asked me
about
using
the name
of Earl,
Earl
Products
before
we went
into the show,
because
I wanted
to have some sort of sign at the display
by who was showing
the twistboards,
so we discussed
that at first and he said, “Earl
Products.”
and
he didn’t
have an address
except his home address
and I suggested
he should
Use
his name and then get a box number
and do a mail order business
that way and
get started.
JIr. GRIFFIN.
Was your
promotion
at the Texas
Product
Show a mail-order
type of promotion?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No, no ; just an exhibit.
It was just an exhibit.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
Rut,
in there
in that
exhibit
was there
a referenre
to mail
orders?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
No, it was just
an exhibit
of ideas-an
exhibit
of all new
kinds of new inventions,
and this was a new idea that come up.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
In the advertising
you did for it at the Texas
Product
Show,
was there a reference
made to a post office box number?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
,4nd, the post office box did not. come up until
after
the Texas
Product
Show was over?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Well,
it was-1
don’t recall
whether
it was after or before.
He
was trying
to figure
out how to handle
the sale of them-whether
he would
go
direct
to the stores and sell them because
some of the stores already
had some
similar
ones, and that’s
why, I believe,
he decided
to go on a mail order.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
How
was he going
to promote
it through
the mail-through
somebody’s
catalog
or through
direct mail solicitation?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Through
direct;
yes.
JIr. GRIFFIN.
Do you know if he made any efforts
to do it?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I don’t know.
I didn’t
know
anything
about
that afterward.
You see, I hadn’t
seen him.
After
the show closed he came in and picked
up
his things and that was the last time I actually
saw him.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did Jack ever tell you about plans for manufacturing
the twistboard himself?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Tell us about that.
Mr. PULLMAN.
Well,
it was just when
he was trying
to get some idea from
me since I was a furniture
man, or was, because
the twistboard
has some kind
of a swivel
device
in there
that we use in swivel
chairs,
and he wanted
to get
some ideas about
it, whether
it would
be better
off for him to manufacture
them or let someone
else make them and contract
them, bu2: he never
went any
further
than
that
with
me.
He wanted
my ideas
about
actually
making
it,
fabricating
the whole
thing,
and buying
and getting
the parts
and assembling
it.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
What did you suggest
to him?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I just would
let them
stay where
they are--with
the people
that were making
them,
really
running
them,
and see how they go over first,
and then eventually
go on his own.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you make that suggestion
before
the Texas Products
Show,
during,
or after?
Mr. PULLMAN.
It was during
the show.
You see, I didn’t
know
about this-1
hadn’t
seen him up until
the Texas Product
Show.
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Xr. GBIFFIN.
Then,
this would
have been about
late October
that you first
learned
about it, or were you actually
set up at the show?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No, at the show-this
all happened
within
the week of the show.
Mr. GBIFFIN.
So, the first day that you opened
out there at the Texas
Product Show, you didn’t
have the twistboards?
Mr. PULLMAN,
Yes ; he already
had them.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
But you didn’t
have them out there?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Oh, you had them for the first full day?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes, he called
me just before
the show opened,
about
a day
before
the show opened,
and that following
night
be brought
them
over.
As
a matter
of fact, we tried to get them there at the time because
they were going
to have a big todo
with
the opening-the
publicity
and all-for
the exhibits,
which
come about
anyway,
but that
was one of the things
I recall.
I know
it was on the same day-he
came across with them on the same day-he
brought
over about
three
dozen,
and that’s
all he had, and we sold about
a dozen and
I paid him whatever
I got for them.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
What was he charging
for each one?
Mr. PULLMAN.
$2.95.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
What
sort of commission
did he plan to provide
for the distributor?
Mr. PIJLLMAN.
Well,
he didn’t
know
for sure what
he was going to pay-he
bad no idea-40
percent
off or 50 percent
off or, if he didn’t
have a distributor,
he was going to be the distributor.
He would
have hired
salesmen.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Do you know
if he made any efforts
to inquire
into producing
the thing himself?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No, but as far as that, that’s
about all I know that was closest
to the time of the actual
happening.
Prior
to that I knew
him just while my
wife had worked
there those few weeks and I realized
that he was a very erratic
person
and not a very easy person
to talk to, to know,
also the fact that he became upset very
easily and cooled off just as quickly,
but I have seen him just
haul off and lambast
or hit someone
without
thinking
twice,
because-his
club
was run very well--considering.
I mean, he tried to keep it clean.
He didn’t
try to let any rowdiness
come into
it like some of the other places of that type, so that he was kind of proud
of that.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you know any of his employees?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Just as manager-Andrew.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Andrew
Armstrong?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes.
Mr. GBIFFIN.
Did you know Tammi
True?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I knew of the girls.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you know Kathy
Kay?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Wait
just a minute;
was Tammi
True
the one he broughtthe name rings a bell-1
think
he brought
her out to the product
show to demonstrate-she
demonstrated
the board.
They got her picture.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you know Kathy
Kay?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes; I knew
most of the girls that were there.
We knewwhat’s her name-that
New Orleans
girl?
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Jada?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Jada or something
like that.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Were you at the night club?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I was there at the time when she was brought
in.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Were you there
when Jack turned
out the lights
on her?
Mr. PULLMAN.
He never turned
the lights out on her.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
At least not in your presence?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No; he wouldn’t
never
do that.
He would
give her an awful
lot of hell, he would
almost
hit her-I’ll
tell you that, but he wouldn’t
turn the
lights
out.
Are you talking
about on stage?
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Yes.
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes; if she got a little
bit too risque,
he would
turn the lights
out on her.
He was very much concerned
about the law.
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Mr. GKIFFIS.
Did he argue with her about it?
Mr. PULI,X\IAIV.
Well, she was just getting
too raw-that
was most of the argument, and as a matter
of fact, he called
the vice squad the first night
she was
there
and he wanted
them
to see what
she was doing-he
wanted
to know
he
was not doing wrong.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Were you present
there then?
Mr. PUI,L~!AN.
I was present
that night and I stood right
with the head man
on the vice squad
and watched
the show, because
Jack kind of leaned
on me
because
I acted as more of a host for him at the door, and I knew
I saw all of
these cops in there most of the time and they were all very nice-they
were all
served
coffee-they
were very nice.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you know
Harry
Olsen, Officer Olsen?
Mr. PULLIMAN.
I didn’t
know too many of them by name, but I knew
they were
law men.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you know
the fellow
that Kathy
Kay was dating,
the offlcer
she was dating?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Was that Kathy
Kay or Kathy
King?
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Kathy
Kay.
Mr. PULLMAN.
A blonde?
Mr. GRIFFIN.
I don’t really
know.
Mr. PULLMAN.
An English
girl?
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Yes, she’s English.
Mr. PULLMAN.
And she was going with an offlcer?
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you know him?
Mr. PULLMAN.
She was engaged
to him;
yes, I had seen him up there.
He
used to come up there every night to take her home.
Mr. GIUFFIN.
What
sort of relationship
did Jack have with this ofecer?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Very
nice-very
well-he
never
had any trouble
with
him.
He got along very
well then with
the officers.
They would
come up there
and
he had coffee.
He was proud
of the fact that he was able to have them in there.
Mr. GBIFFIN.
Do you recall
where
you were when you learned
that President
Kennedy
had been shot?
Mr. PUL.LMAN.
Where
I was?
Mr. GB~FFIN.
Yes.
Mr. PULLMAN.
I was in bed.
I had just
gotten
up and turned
the TV on
and 1 saw Jack shooting
Oswald
as the picture
came on, that% all I saw.
Mr.
GBIFFIN.
No;
I asked
you-when
President
Kennedy
wa8 shot, where
were
you?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Well,
we were watching
at home-my
wife and myself.
Mr. GEIFFIN.
Did you have occasion
to go out of your house at that time at all?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I didn’t
go out for 3 days-1
didn’t
budge
out of the house
for 3 days.
I was very much shook up over it.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
When was the last time you saw Jack Ruby before
the President.
was shot?
Mr. PULLMAN.
That was at the Texas Product
Show, was the last time I saw
him, the first week in November.
Mr. GEIFFIN.
You say he had been over to your house?
Mr. PULLMAN.
He was over a few times-it
was on the twistboard
that he
came over the first-well,
that was just the last-when
I saw him, but he would
come over just to talk to my wife and get some ideas and what
to do about
the club, but he would
never
do it, no matter
what you told him.
He wouldn’t
do anything,
but he was looking
for friends-he
was looking
for friends.
He
would
come in on a Sunday
with sweetrolls
and spend an hour or two, with his
dogs, and I never
saw anybody
so crazy
about
animals.
I mean, his 0~
dogs,
but as a whole,
I think
that my own honest
opinion
of the man-the
man has
heen insane.
He was psycho.
I’m not talking
about
at the t-I’m
talking
before-1
mean, he was not right,
because
when you talked
to him, you think
he is listening
and you would
look up and he would
say, “I wasn’t
listening,
what were you saying?”
He was off somewhewhe
would
hear what he wanted
to hear, unless you asked him a question
to get a direct
answer.
Mr. GBIFFIN.
Now, let’s go back to the H. L. Hunt
literaturewas
H. L. Hunt
distributing
food as well as literature?

Mr.
PULLMAN.
They
were
giving
away
samples
and
they
gave
away
shopping
bags
and
this
stuff
was
already
stuffed
into
the bags.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
So, when
you
would
pick
up the literature--Mr.
PULLMAN.
It was
in there
already.
That’s
what
Jack
told
me when
he
come
by, he said,
“Look
what
I found
in this
bag.”
He was loohing
to see what
was
in there,
and
I immediately
recognized
that
Life
Line
material.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
How
did you
happen
to be familiar
with
Life
Line?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
Just
by accidentally
listening
on the radio
at home.
They
had
it on the
radio
around
6 or 7 o’clock
on Saturday
and
we were
listening
towhat
is the name
of that
program-you
don’t
know
that
local
radio
program
that’s
on every
Saturday
night?
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Is it on the same
station
that
Life
Line
is on?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
Yes.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
Is it a music
program?
Mr.
PuLLbfAN.
No, it’s
sort
of a comment
thing.
The
REPORTER.
Is it “comment”?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes, comment,
I believe
that
is the name
of it.
It is an interview
program
that
comes
on right
in there
somewhere
and
it’s news
and goes
on all
the time,
but this
comes
in there
somewhere,
and
I never
want
to hear
it, but
when
you do hear
it, you sort
of get interested
in listening
to find
out what
they
are
saying.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
Did
you get the impression
that
Jack
had
read
this
literature?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
Oh, he must
have
read
some
of it to get so excited.
He must
have,
and I said,
“I’m
sure
that
Kennedy
knows
all about
this,
and Washington
knows
all about
this.”
He said,
“Maybe
they
don’t.”
He said,
“I’m
going
to send
it in.”
And
I said,
And
that’s
the last
I heard
about
it.
“Well,
you do what
you want.”
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you think
that
it was unusual
for Jack
to be sensitive
to that
wording?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Well,
I was a little
bit surprised
that
he would
take
the initiative
that
he did,
never
thinking
that
he thought
like
that.
I didn’t
think
he had
that
much
intellect.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
Did Jack
ever
campaign
for anybody,
has he ever been
interested
in any
sort
of politics?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
No.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
Do you
know
anything
about
any
literature
that
was found
in
his possession
endorsing
the conservative
Democratic
slate;
did he ever
tell
you
he was campaigning
for anybody?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
No,
he never
discussed
politics.
The
only
thing
he talked
with
me about
was when
he was working
for the union
back
in Chicago
days
and
how he lost his finger
in a fight.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
How
did he tell you he lost his finger?
Mr. PULLMAN.
That
it was shot
off.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you ever hear
it was bitten
off?
Mr. PuLLbfm.
Yes, I did hear
about
that
too.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
What
did Jack
tell you-that
it was shot off?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Shot
off.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
What
did you hear
about
it being
bitten
off?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
Then
I heard
later-later
on somebody
made
the remark
that
it was
actually
bitten
off in a fight
and then
I didn’t
know
what
to believe,
and
knowing
the type
and coming
from
the East,
I am originally
from
New
York
and
I have
known
lots
of fellows
like
that-there
are
a lot of people
who
were
involved
with
unions
and who were
always
in that
element.
Mr.
GRIFFIN.
Were
there
any
other
things
that
Jack
ever
mentioned
to you
that
he was sensitive
about?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
Yes,
he didn’t
like
any vulgarity
in his place.
That
was another
surprise
to me.
Of course,
he always
bragged
that
he was
a very
rough
fellow
when
he had the Silver
Spur place
on Ervay,
I believe
it was.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you know
him then?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No, but
he would
brag
about
the fact
that
he was
so rough
people
would
walk
on the other
side
of the street
because
they
were
so afraid
of him at the time.
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Mr, GRIFFIN.
Sow, from
the time your wife started
to work
for him until you
last saw him at the Texas
Product
Show, about how much time would
you say
you spent with him?
Mr. PULLYAN.
Oh, practically
almost
every evening
around
the club.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
For what period
of time?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I think
it was about 2 months-1
just can’t remember
exactlyhow long it was.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
How long would
that be each evening,
would
you be there
the
entire
evening?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
Yes, I would
spend
the whole
evening
down
there
and he
I tried
to show him a lot of mistakes
that were
going on
trusted
everyone.
Everyone
had their finger
in his
there but he didn’t
care.
He just didn’t
care.
till.
Everybody
went
to the cash register,
which
was a very
unusual
thing.
knowing
what
was going on in the other
clubs-everything
was accounted
for
every
night.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
By that, do you mean people were taking
out money
for their own
use or something
that they used it for down there, or did anybody
and everybody
have access to the cash register?
Mr. PULLMAN.
They all had access, and he was always
short every
night-he
was short, and that was another
reason
why my wife didn’t
want
to stay, and I
didn’t
think
she should stay, because of all that going on.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did he have his waitresses
on a salary?
Mr. PULLXAN.
No.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
How did he pay them?
Mr. PULLMAN.
They worked
on tips-they
worked
on tips--that’s
how it was.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
How much money could those girls make in a night?
Mr. PULLMAN.
I don’t know-that
varied-I
never could tell what that wasthat varied.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did Jack ever tell you about his plans to open a new nightclub.
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes, he has had plans for other places--sure.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
What specifically
did he tell you about that?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Well, he had one particular
location
that he kept talking
about,
and he wanted
to open a real high class place and as a matter
of fact he offered
me the proposition
to take it over,
manage
it and host it, and my wife didn’t
want
any part of it, knowing
the type of person
he was, and I didn’t
want to be
involved
with anything
like that.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Were you ever engaged
in any other
business
with him besides
the twistboard?
Mr. PULLMAN.
That was the only thing-that’s
all.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
You were never
involved
in the sale of any vitamin
pills or any
other products
with him?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No; the only reason
I thought
that the twistboard
had merit
was because it was a new idea and it fitted in with the new products
show, and I
discussed
it with
the promoters
of the show before
I even took it in and they
thought
it wouldn’t
hurt to put it in there at all.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did you encourage
Jack in the idea that that might be a profitable
venture?
Mr.
PULLMAN.
Yes;
I did, because
I thought
possibilities,
but he had to
know
how to go about doing it.
He had no market
set up for it, but I felt we
may find out what
appeal
it really
had, and which
would
be the best way to
sell it.
Mr. GBIFFIN.
What
was his response
to the appeal
that was demonstrated
at
the Texas Products
Show?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Well, he learned
one thing-that
you have to demonstrate
it to
sell it.
If it was just lying
on a counter,
you couldn’t
sell them.
You could
probably
sell it mail
order,
where
they don’t
see it-you
just describe
it like
any other
mail-order
product,
but to really
sell it, you have to see it.
Every
time it was demonstrated,
it wassold,
and when he would
come down,
he put
on a real pitch
with it too and he could sell it.
I didn’t
bother
selling
themI was just showing
them.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
Did Jack get on it and demonstrate
it himself?
Mr. PULLMAN.
Yes; he got on it and demonstrated
it.
Took his jacket
off
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and would stand there and he would be having a ball and eventually he would
sell two or three of them to the crowd standing around seeing him standing on
the board there, you know.
Mr. GRIFFIN. Would he have any music or anything to twist with?
Mr. PULLMAN.
No; he would just talk and twist and show it.
Mr. GRIFFIN. It was sort of like a sideshow barker?
Mr. PULLMAN. That’s right-well,
he didn’t bark-he
just explained what
was happening-all
the muscles were working and how it tightened up their
stomach muscles. I came out with one formal effort. I got one at home and
I gave it away-a
couple of friends wanted one and the grandkids got them.
So, that one thing, I believe I can honestly say that down deep he was good
natured-a
good-natured
guy, but he was always just trying to prove something; I don’t know what, but he was trying to prove something all the timethat he belonged.
This is another thing I recall-he
would tell the MC what jokes to tell, what
stories he should work on, and he would promote them, because he ran the
lights and all from the board and prompted them in their stories. He would
naturally talk loud enough so everybody would turn around and see who was
talking, you see, to get the attention to himself.
Mr. GRIFFIN. How did the MC react?
Mr. PULLMAN. Oh. he was fine-this
was Walls Weston-he
didn’t mind.
Have you ever talked to Wally?
Mr. GRIFFIN. No; I haven’t.
Mr. PULLMAN. He could give you an awful lot of testimony on Jack’s backHe was with Jack for over 2 years and he helped make that club.
ground.
Wally Weston was formerly with Abe Weinstein’s Colony Club.
Mr. GRIFFIN. I hand you what I have marked for the purposes of identification as Edward J. Pullman’s deposition, July 24, 1964, Exhibit No. 1. This
document consists of two pages that are numbered at the bottom, consecutively
numbers 203 and 209, and it purports to be a copy of an interview report that
FBI Agent Jack K. Peden prepared after talking with you on December 13, 1963.
I would like you to read it over and tell us if the report that you have there
accurately reflects what you said to him on December 13.
Mr. PULLMAN.
It’s practically as near as possible the same thing I said.
Mr. GRIFFIN. You don’t have any corrections to make in that, do you?
Mr. PULLMAN. No.
Mr. GRIFFIN. All right, if that is satisfactory, let me ask you to sign your
name to it on the first page and then initial the second page up near the top.
Mr. PULLMAN. You mean right around here?
Mr. GRIFFIN. Yes.
Mr. PULLMAN (signed and initialed instrument
referred to). That’s where
you wanted my initials?
Mr. GRIFFIN. Yes; that’s all right. Thank you very much for coming up. I
have no more questions.
Mr. PULLMAN.
I just hope that I was of some help to you anyway.
Mr. GRIFFIN. I think you have been, and we appreciate it very much, you
taking out this time to come up.
Mr. PULLMAN. I didn’t mind doing that. My grandkids will have a nice letter
there. That’s something they will have-a memento from getting a letter from
Washington.
Mr. GRIFFIN.
All right, thank you very much.
All right.
Mr. PULLMAN.
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The testimony of Herbert B. Kravitz was taken at 7: 45 p.m., on July 24th
1964, in the office of the U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building,
Bryan and
Ervay Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Burt W. Griffin, assistant counsel of the
President’s Commission.
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