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will be taken up later, and therefore should be kept in mind while rcad-
ing all the following portions of this memorandum. Vhere appropriate,
we will bring up considerations of motive again.

IT. DVOLV:iRIT BY THE SOVIZT UITION

A. The circumstances surrounding Oswald!'s entry into the Soviet

Union in October 1959: Do thez show that the I Russians knew

of his éoming or that he rcceived help in planning his

defection?

1. Possible Communist contacts while

Oswald was in the liarine Corps.

While still in the United States Marine Co:ps, Oswald on
September L, 1959, applled for a U. S. passport to travel abroad, which
passport was issued on September 10, 1959. Oswald listed as the countries
vhich he intended to visit, Cuba, Daminican Republic, ¥ngland, France,
Switzerland, Germany, Finland, and Ru351a. He also stated on the
applicationvthat the purpose of his trip would be §b attend the Albert
Schweitzer College in Churivalden, Switzerland, and the Turku University
in Finland. |

“We are not quite certain when Oswald first determined to go |

to Ru531a-—~/ Frcm his own statements, however, we can cbnclude that he -

T dp

(R

probably_ bevan to lay plans in his own mind one or two years before he

24/ There is a statement attributed to Oswald!s mother's doctor, Dr.
Tlorton N. Goldberg, that the mother told him sometime between April b,

) 1957, and January 30, 1959, that her son (unnamed) intended to defect

. to Russiay-This is Vholly at variance with her testimony, however,
and is also inconsistent with Oswald's letters to her from the period
before he entered Russia and just before he disappeared into the Soviet
vorld, which letters indicate the af;alr ‘had never becn disclosed to
her previously.
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arrived in Russia. He had been a United States Marine and was stationed
I

abroad in 1957 and 1958, in the Philippines, Japan and possibly Formosa,

Thus there is the possibility that Oswald came into contact with Communist

agents at that time. Japan especially, bccause the Cammunist party was
open and aci‘:ive there, would seem a likely spot for a éon’oact_ to have been
made. |

George deliochrenschildt, a Russian emigre! vho left to escape the
Camunists, e;nd a friend of iee Oswald's, has testified that Oswald once
'bolci him.'bha'b he had first got the idea of defecting when he was in Japan.
Oswald's words, as remembered by deliohrenschildt, were, "I met some.
Cammunists in Japan and they got me excited and interested and thal was
one of ry inducements in going to Soviet Russié., to see what goes on
there." Dellohrenschildits evidence on this point is at variance with
Oswald's own statements, made after he had arrived in Russia in two inter-

vieuws he granted with American newspaper reporters in his hotel room at

Moscow. With both of these reporters he insited that he had "never

net a live Communist" and that the intent to defect was his owm and was
derived entirely fram his reading and thinking. There is no vay of Ynow-

ing which of Oswald!s statements rcpreserited the true state of affairs. -

On the one hégg, he may have been more inclined to tell the truth to his- - -

i‘riend dd-Iohrenschildt than 'bo two newspaper reporters in I-Ioscow. On
the other hand a’o the time he spoke to the reporters there viould seem
to have been no ' réason i‘or him to hide the fact that he had met Cormunists
previously, bééause he believed that he was being acccpted by the Russians

and vas leavn_ncr the United States forever; and also, the s»a’t,enent ’co

ceonhrensch:J_at smacks of the i‘lctlon Tnthh Osweﬁ_d trled to crea’oe ai‘t,er

.:LﬁP.ﬁECRE”“- e
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he came back to the United States , which was that his residence in Russia

~10-

had been samething purely academic, "just to see what it was like over

there."  In any e{zen’o, .contacts with Comunists in Japan and the Philip-
pinés were certainly available if Oswald wanted to make them. Vhether
such contacts, if they occurred, amounted to any’éhing more than same
older Communist advising Oswald, who was then only 18 or 19 years old,
to go to Russia and see the Cammuist world, is uﬁlmovm.

During the last six months to a year that he was in the Marine
Corps Oswald 'enga'ged in arguments with other IvIe.fines 3_n favgr of Marxism and
Socialism, at least on a few occasions. Some men who knew him clainmed
'i:hat he did not argue in this mannér, othe'rs say that he did. He appar-.
ently was reluctant to argue too openly because he felt tﬂat he was being
"ﬁefsecu’oed" by his superiors for his pro-Camunist views. One of his
Tellow Marines has testified thét Oswald visited the Cuban ﬁnbasw in
Los Angeles on one or two occasions and received mail fram it during the
spring or sumer of 1959, just before he was discharged. In the early
spring in 1959 Oswald wrote a letter to his brother vhich, inter alia,
stated: . |
nlell., pretiy so‘on I wi1ll be getting

out of the Corps and I know vhat I
wan’c to be and how I'm going to do :Lt."

Uhlle in 'bhe Marine Corps Oswald managed to accumilate, accordn_ng

~ to nis own _sfoguemen’ps, $1600, despite the fact that as a private first

-~ class he cpulé{ never have earned more than about $100 per month. He

sr)en’o about"cwo years and ten months in the service and c'laimed that he

-~ saved thls entlre anoun‘u out of his salary. This is obviously an impressively

~TORSECRET-
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high 'amount of money to save i‘i*cm such a small monthly stipend, even

when spread over almosi three years, but it is not impossible. Evidence
of his living habits and attitudes towards money which has been obtained
since the assassination indicates that Oswald was esxtraordinarily frugal
vhen he had a reason to be, ' There are only itwo periods when he is known
to have spent money freely. One was for a few months after he was sent to
Japan by the liarines and there kept a wom'an,‘ apparently for the first time,
vhen he went on a heavy drinldng spree. A.fellow Marine who lmew him then
belieVe.s Oswald "suddenly felt like a man." The other was during the
approximately one year when he was a bachelor in Russia at which time he

had no obligations other than to support himself, had no rcason to save s

held a bigh-paying job, was rcceiving a fab monthly subsidy from the Soviet.

Government and, again, was involved with women. After he returned to the
United States he was frequently unemployed, and he then literally watched

every penny. He frequently sh’pped breakfast except for coffee and ate

" only cold meat, bananas and bread and jelly for lunch. His trip to

Iexico was Tinanced --on a shoestring, but still financed-- at a time
vhen the family was so destitute that larina aslked a friend, Ruth Paine, to
take her into her home so that the Oswalds' expected child could receive:.

adequate food and medical attention. . .

While in Atsugi, Japan, he studied the Russian language, probably. -

for the most part by himself, but perhaps also with some help from one

of the officers in his outfit who was interested in languages and used to . -

practice Russian conversation with him occasionally. He took the Army

=TOR:SECRET
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NS, A. T." test in Russian in January 1959 and rated "Poor." By the

time he rcached the Sovieb Unioﬁ in Oc%ober of the same year he could
speak the languége well enough to get along in restaqrants and similar
places, in a rough manner, During the long period in loscow while he
vas awaiting the decision of the Russian Government on whether to accept
him, his Diary records that he forced himself to practice his Russian
éight hours a day. Again, after he was_sent to Minsk in early January
1960, he took lessons from an interpreter assigned to him for the purpose
by the govermment. HMarina sayé that by the time she met him in larch
1961 he spoke the language well enough so that she at first thought he
was from one of the Baltic areas of her ;ountry, because his accent was
similar to that of personé from that secfidn of the USSR. ©She says that
his only defects were that his.grammar yas sometimes incorrect and that
his writing ability was never very good. It could be argugd that the

foregoing evidence shows that he rust have received Russian lessons from

an expert while he was in the lMarines, but in our opinion such a conclusion’
A}

is not Jjustified.
The question whether Oswald had contacts with Corrunists while he
was in the lMarine Corps leaves open the further quesiion, What ¥ind of

contacts?lipasipélly, there would seem to be two sorts of rclationships -

~wnich coul@:have existed. The first is one in which Oswald, possibly

in Japan, sought out some English-spealdng Camunists to carry on polit-
ical and:philosophical discussions with them, and also perhaps to talk
about traﬁé}ing_to Russia or even defecting. This, we believe, is very

pessible,-perhaps even likely, although we have no hard evidence that it

occurred. The second sort of relationship that might have existed is a =

- :TOP-SECRET:
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the larine Corps are these:

" means of support, had an accident at work. Fram that time on she was

" This left her with no means of support and some high medical bills to pay.

SR _13§€RE:
closer one, one in which Oswald would have becn urged to defect and éiven
more or lecss devailed guidance on how best to do so. If he received help
in learning the Russian language or in accurulating sufficient funds to
travel to Russia, for example, thelexistence of this second sort of
relationship could be inferred. Once it is postulated that Oswald may
have received more or less detailed guidance from Soviet or Cammunist
égents, however, the circumstances of his "hardship" discharge from the |
IMarine Corps must be taken into account,.and in our opinion they cut

against the probability that his actions were the result of Soviet or

Cammunist coaching. The facts of Oswald's "hardship" discharge from

In December 1958 his mother, who was a widow and her own only

incapacitated for gainful employment, but the insurance-cameany physicians.

concluded that her incepacitating symptoms had not been caused by the

TUOTA98TT00 wdr ‘Ados aouaxa;-aa

accident and her insurence benefits were therefore ;mmediately terminated. .

She turned to her son for help. He first worked through his cormanding

officer and the Red Cross, and he soon got her a monthly allotment, paid
for partly out of his owm salary, of about $130. He then, despite the

fact that she advised him not to because she believed that the monthly

(e€z o¥) VOSH

allotment she was receiving would be sufficient, applied for a "hardship"
discharge on the grounds that he ought to return hame to Fort Worth,

Texas, to take care of her. The Marine Corps granted him his discharge .f.

] |Ui o
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on Scptember 11, 1959, only a week or so after he applied for it, and
he thercby got out of tﬁe service about threce months before his enlistment
would have terminated in the ordinary course. Once the liarines released
him, ﬁe vent directly home, left $100 with his mother, told her he was
going to become a merchant scaman or get into the "import and erport
business" in lew Orleans and send her lots of money, and then deserted
her. The next she heard he was a passenger on & boat to Furope, and the
next word after that was'that he was in Russia. She learned he was in
Russia only from the Fort Worth News. It later turned out that Oswald-
had applied for and received his passport even before he had obtained his
"hardship discharge.m . '
Under the circumsfances, he undoubtedly obtéined the discharge .

fraudulently. If the Russians were in fact coaching him at this time,

it would seem unlikely that they would have advised him to obtain a
discharge under these circumstances, mercly in order to gain three months!
time which, after all, wés not particularly valuabie to anyone. The
fraudulent.discharge not only got Oswald in deep trouble with the Marine

Corps — he eventually receilved a dishonorable discharge from the

Reserve -~ but was a2lso obviously morally offensive and potentially very

unpqpularvin that he descrted his-own mother when she was sick, unerployed -

and poverty-stricken. It couldvonly detract from whatever usefulness he

might hgzgvfo;>the Rﬁssians after his defection, eifher as a propagandist

or a secret agent.
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2. 1Indications of Outside Help in

His Travel and Entry into Russia
On March 1L, 1959; Oswald applied for admission to the Albert
Schweitzer College in Switzerland. He was accepted and was supposed
to start the course on April 19, 1960, but he never attended.

He left New Orleans, Louisiana, for Europe on September 20,

1959, having been honorably discharged from the HMarine Corps on September 11,

1659. 1Instead of going to Switzerland, he went directly to Helsinki,
Finland, by way of Le Havre, France, and London, England, arriving at

Helsinki on October 10, 1959. (The stops in Leiavre and London were

only for several hours, though when he reached London he told the immi-

gration officials he intended to stay for 7 days). Four days later, on
October 1li, 1959, he was issued Soviet Tourist Visa No. 103339, "It
was marked valid for entry at any point along the Viborg-lloscow border
until October 20, 1959, ana permitted a single 6-day sojourn in the
Soviet Union. Oswald entered the Soviet Union at ﬁhe Vainikkain cross-‘
ing point enroufe to lioscow by train on chober'lS, 1959. He arrived
in Moscow on October 16 and was met by an Intovrist Representative,
Rima Shirokova. She took him to the Hotel Berlin, where he showed
his 6~day toﬁiist visa and registered as a student.

Thcfe,have been statemcnts to the effect that Oswald!'s entry
into Russia rgises suspicion because of the ease with whiéh it occurred.

For example,ﬁgohn'A. McVickar, an official at the Embassy in Moscow in

NovemberAlégé; sté?éd in a memorandum of Novembér 27, 1963, that there

L4
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was a possibility that l.n coming to the Soviet Unioh and attermpting to
renounce his citizenship Oswald was "following a pattern of behavior in
vhich he had been tutored by person or persons unknown." lMcVickar also
states, in a follow-up memorandum dated April 7, 196L, that significance
should be given to the fact that Oswald selected HelAsink:'., Finland, since
Oswald would have to have known the not too obvious fact that Helsinki

is a "usual and relatively uncompiicated point of entry to the Soviet
Union (one that the Soviets might well choose for example .if arranging the
passage themselves.)! It should be pointed out by way of rebuttal ‘bhat‘

Oswald micht well have obtained such travel information from the Cuban

Fmbassy in Los Angelcs ~- with which he-had contacts in the summer before

he came to Russia. Also, probably any competent international travel
agency could hav4e supplied this information. IﬂIcVickar. also mentions
that Oswald applied for the visa on October 1, 1959, and received i{. on
October 16, 1959, on]& two days later. The Legal Adviser to the Depart-

ment of State, Mr. Abram Chayes, in a letter dated; hpril 2, 196, has

carmented on this:

"It sppears, therefore, that he received
the visa within a day or two. Usually it
takes at least a vieck for Soviet authorities
to process tourist applications, and so the
speed with which Oswald received his tourist
visa was unusual.” '

!

This is a far more serious matter than lcVickar's previoﬁs
observation, which amounts to no more than that Oswald picked the
sensible route to Russia. If in fact Oswald obtained his visa markedly

more'quicklj;than,other tourists, the conclusion is almost incscapable
sl '

- STORSECREF:
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that something behind the Ir§n Curtain had been put in motion in his
behalf. Our investigation of this particular problem has come up with
the following results:

In the first place, both Chayes and licVickar have their dates
vrong. This does not reflect on their capabilities, because they are
undoubtedly basing their conclusions upon State Department nemoranda
vhich were in turn based upon statements nmade at the time by Oswald
himself, and subsequent investigation has shown that these were probably
inaccurate. Oswald!'s Anerican passport, which he of coursc had in his

possession at the time he traveled to Russia, was subseguently” surrendered

TUOTIOBTTOD MJAL ‘Adoo a5ua:a;ag

to the Department of State, after he was repatriated, and has since been
placed in the hands of the Cormission. Stamps on this passpori show that

' the Soviet Tourist Visa was issued (not applied for) in Helsinlki con

—— — ——
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October 1l.

~,

N

Oswald arrived -
from London in Helsinld on Octoher, 70, .£verything we lmow about his trip

points to the fact that he procecded to his destination, ‘oscow, oF ranidly

o

C.CoA
L

and as dirccily as his financial resources would permit.

ments made to fellow travelers along ilc wey that he was "only a tourisu!

(cez Dd) WOSH

or "just a student on his way to collcge,” he in facy wasted no tirc in

5 but nade connections as rapidly as he rcasonably could.

Therefore, althoush we have no direct evidence indicating vhen he Zircy

applicd for a visa, it seens highly probable that he applicd

-
)
.
¢
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soon as he arri-cd in ilelsinld, nartely, on the 10th of Cclcebar.

houever, his airplane crrived in Helsinld too late for him to have

recached the Consulate before it closed that evening. Should this have

(%)
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been the case, he probably had to wait until Nonday, October 12, to apply
for a visa, because the 10th was a Saturday and the Consulate pres&mably
was nov open for business on Sunday. One other fact nay be significant:
Oswald left Helsinki on a train destined for Hoscow on the 15th, the day
alter he received his visa, - This points touards the fact that he probably
received the visa late on the 1Lth, else he could -- and therefore, given
his haéte, would == ﬁave taken a train out the same day. So the final
result of all these calculations is that Oswald probably recelved his visa
li days after he applied for it, but that he may have recc1ved it only
2 days later. '
| To date we do not lknow whether McVickar‘s and Chgyes! statements
tﬁat nost tourists took at least a week £o obtain a visa from the Soviet |
authorities are accurate and, if they are, whether there were so mamy“
deviations from the average waiting period that no particular significance

should be attached to Oswald's, or whether, on the other hand, chance

" deviations fram the normal waiting period were so iﬁfrequent that Oswald'!s

E N A

has significance. This line of investigation is being carried on at the
present time.

rlnally, assuming that Oswald obtained a visa substantially
sooner than the ordinary tourist would have obtained his, and that the
Soviet proceaures were sufficiently regular so that a quickly-granted

visa nould not have been simply the result of a chance variation in the

normal worklncs of the bureaucracy, then wvhat conclusions logically follow?

L9

It hould secn tnat one of two 1nferences can be dravn. Firsv, the

Soviet autnorltles nay have had advance wvarning of Oswald!s arrival

and been "ready and waiting" to handle him rapidly once he arrived.
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Seccond, the Sovieb authorities way have becn entircly ipgnorant of
Oss s pending arrival, bub vhen he did arrive he, Osuald, immediately
nade lmowm his strong sympathy with the Commun’zt cause, his intention

to defect and possibly cven the foct that he had baen a radar onerator in

the United States Marine Corps and the "Fact" (doubbful) that he possessed
sccret infommation related to this job which he vas ready to disclose.

-

T this is the vay Osvald conducted hinsclf. at the Sovict Consulate at

.

Helsinld, then indeed his application would have bee@n handled with

o

cispatch. Anerican Tmbassies throuzhout the world -sould presumadbly do

the.same thing if they believed they had a potential defector sho possassed

valuable information. Oswald himself claimed that ne said nothinz out of
the ordinary to the Russian Consuwlate in Helsinli; he told the officials
av the fmerican Imbassy in loscow on October 31, xsh-an he zppeared there in

an avterpt to renounce his citizenship, that he had said nothing to the

ussians about defecting until he arrived in lioscou. Likewise, Yuri

2]
J

Ivanovich llosenko, the Soviet KGB agent who defected to the United st ates
in Tebruary 1960k (and whose reliability has not yet been ascertained)
clains that the IGB at ledst had no lnowledge vhatever of Oswald until

he appeared in lioscow.

(Mosenkto's testimony on this point cannot be taken with absolube
assurance. Besildes the obvious fact that whzther he is cincere or vhether
he is a Soviet i)lant has not yet been dctermined, there is also the fact
that to date the only report available to the Cammission on -what HNosenlo

has said ab_oﬁ’c Oswald was obtained through the ¥BI, ~and the I‘BI interro-

. gators did not have the detailed ¥movlcdze of Oswald!s travels which we

{UoT3081T0D Mar ‘XKdoo ”abu-axa;-éu .
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now possess. lioreover, the scnsitivity of this precise point had not
been broucht to the attention of thc rBI interrozators. It is not
inconceivable that when Nosenko szys the first word the KGE reccived
was whcn Oswald arrived in "liogcow" that he was spcaldng loosely and meant
when Oswald arrived in "Russia" or "at the Russian border." Or whal is
even at least as likely, that Nosenko really does not remember the precisc

mament at which Oswald first made his iintentions krown to the Soviet

Covernment.)

One other piece of evidence relating to the same point should
be brought to the attention of the Cainission. The following paragraph
is an exact quote from a CTA report (Comuission No. 698):

"c., October 1959: Stockholm newspaper, Degens Hyheter,

of 25 Novenoer 1963 states Lee OSTALD passecd through

Sueden during October 1959. Article also edds that

OSVJALD was unsuccessful in obtaining visa to the USSR

in Helsinld which resulted in his rcturning to Stoclholm,
Tuo deys after he arrived in Stockholm OSVALD traveled
directly to lMoscow. Concluding sentence of arivicle

states !'This indicates that the Russian Dntassy (Stockholm)
gove him a visa.! - o S

—_—

. it was difficult to e:plain
how OSUALD might have received his visa in two days with-
out going through normal channels. The only conclusion
wihich can be drawm is that OSJALD must have received his
visa directly from the Soviet Imbacssy ‘n Stoclholm which
occasionally is done in specilal cases, but the source had
no evidence to confiim this assurption.”

The information:contained in the forogoirg paragraph is flatly
at variance with the other CIA rcport, previously rentioned, to the effect
that Oswald stayed in Helsinld after having ar:i'ived there on October 10,
with the information obtained from Osvald!s Anoerican passporv, with his
own statement to the American Embassy in ifoscou on Jctober 31, 1959, and

with the documentary material given us by the lussien Govermment. All

TOP SECRET
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of ihe latier could be lies or forgerics, hoviever, including cven the .
l i
- ! . 5
. Ameri can Dassport, smce :1.'t vas in Osnaﬂ.d's POoSCoSlOH for govout two ./
! ' n . / . 5 .EEE%;

- viceks be;orc he” cane lTluO 'bne T}mbc.ssy - ‘bx,o Uce}s unen he vas in the *

+ hands of the I\GB in the HO‘DGl Berlnn and in a hOS‘Dlual in I osco'r. The .o S
- CIA itseli is apparently oi‘ the ooinion tha'r, the information 1~;hich places +
. ’ . . - - ]
Lio . Oswald in-Helsinki s rather % nan Stoc}_nolm is nme rel:u.:.o‘ e. IU certainly !
) '.—v-:'w
{its the other cvidence we have of Osuald' ’orav’el better than does the - R T
i . . A . . R Y i
1 " : - : Eidie 2o
Sr.ocknoln reoor'b A S

J.he foregoing swmnarizes or sets out all tn, information-

oy

.oav o:Ll«_ole uO us au ths ume on 'bne p¢ ob"' em of 1;.1euher Oswald ooualred

sa tmaoua_’ﬂv oulckly S o - . .
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V‘;"._Tne i‘:_na]___'j ugm,nu um ch nust. be nc.ae on all this data is o
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couse, \na’o conc"vsW on nay le"itjm tel_/ be dra\ it 11‘, is assumed Tirst,

- that Oswald dld »eu nlS ‘visa lesx*elly early, second, that the quick
- issua aince of a nsa yas, s:L"nz_m.ccn’o md u[L.I'd uhat i’cs.sig nificance vas
: ERCR t.’ L <uF : :

that uhGSQV_lG"’Q ad xarnur mcll e_hcad of u:_ne u‘“'w Oswald was coming - .
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/'bo get cold feet and twn back. And of course, the result could also
| nave been much more serious: it coulci mean that the Russians lmew he
wasl coming and wanted to pave the way for him because he was already
considered, in one wgy or another, "one of their ox‘m," and for some recason
they wanted him safe in Moscow as soon as possible. One final thoughv
on this last possibil'ﬁy night be worth noting. If Oswald was so closely
tied in with the Sovict foreign network that they were already worldng
together ,4 it would seem unlikely that they would risk jeopardizing the
possible sccrecy of this relationship by so clumsy a device as cutting
thrce or four days off the usual {-zaiting period for a tourist visa.
: )
Surely, if the KGB wanted to bring a secret agent from the United States
to Iloscow, and it wanted to maintain the secrecy of the relationship,
it would scem strange if it were to worry about letting him weit an
cxira few days on the border.

B. Did Osualcd Receive Secret Soviet Instructions aiter He

... . . ) E .
Ltrrived in loscow and Ifade Inowvm His Intentions to Defect?

Anost three months elapsed from the time when Lee Harvey
Oswald arrived in loscow until he left that city to take up residence

in ifinsk. Ve have atiaplted to reconstruct the events of those months, buv

> L
v

a great deal of confusion exists. Oswald's diary, even assuming that
is an authentic document, is not a good guide to the details of vhat

occurred. He must have filled in most of the Diary entries for this

—

period at a later time, possibly much later, and he scems not to have

worried about whether he was accwrate or not on dates and even names.
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The rest of our information comes Irom
e nemories of soae of

aper reporters, Migs Aline

Ilosvy and liss Priscella JOL L,on., vho intervicwed Jsweld in his hotel

.

roon during

this period.

The following is a cansule outline of

events as uve think they occurred:

™A
I leyvic

e

October 16, 1959

October 22

QOctobear

22-29

Twent

Oswald arrives in lioscou from liclsinidi., On )
o
this sane d:«.:r he told ric Intourist puide, "8.
| o
Rima Shirolove, that he wanted to becaze a -2
;0
Pussian citizen. He did nov novify the e
A g
0 - - |‘<
Americen Imbassy in lloscow of his arrival. =
. o
Then told by the Soviets that he could nob , 1=
: : 0
1 s . "0
becone 2 citizen and must leave liescow i
M
2
ithin two hours, Osuald slasched his wrists e
. e)
. 13
in an attapt to cormit sulcide. . .
: » ,m
-l
. -8
Oswald was confined in a hospital in lioscou .
. : A '_i:cg
and treated for a sell-inflicted wound on “
: S jw
i . s , =
his left wrist. =
7
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Date : Event

October 31 Oswald appeared at the Am%:rican Embéssy in
| Moscow and announced that he wanted to
give up his American citizenship and becane
a citizen of Soviet Russia, He is interviewed
at some length and then told to come bé.ck
latér if he wants to carry out a formal

renunciation of citizenship.

November 3 3 . Oswald never reappeared at the Embassy, but

; | .he wrote theh a letter on this date again
stating that he wanted to rcénounce his
American citizenship.

November 13 Oswald is interviewed by Miss Aline Nosby

(or slightly earlier) ' .
of the United Press International,

November 15 Oswald is interviewed by Miss Priscella
Johnson of the Noryh American Newspaper

~
Al iance,

Jamary ki, 1960 Oswald is finally informed by the Soviet
: awthorities that he can live indefinitely
in Russia and that he has been asgigned to

o Minsk. He is also told that his application

yleas e
1

e - for citizenship has not been granted but

Iyis

l’n"u
)
|

R that it may be sametime in the future.

i
|

[

1
!
1
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Before getting into a detailed discussion of the events outlined ,

above we will draw attention to two points we believe are important.

Tirst, it should be noted that the American govermmeant had no knowledge

of Oswald's arrival in Russia or of his attempt ‘bd defect until October 31,

sixteen days after he actually arrived in the city. In the meantime,
he had allegedly attempted to commit suicide and was confined in a

hospital for medical treatment. There is no doubt that during this 16~

day period he had many combtacts with the Soviet authorities and that these :

contacts included officials of the KGB. Tﬁis raises the question of

I-Ihethér the alleged suicide attempt was only a cover for some sort of

~ training or brainwashing. The second point to be noted is that although

he t'oid the Eabassy on October 31 tha‘b‘he wanted to renounce his American
citizenship and wrote them a letter three days later fea.ffizming this
:in’cen’éion, he never reappeared at the Embassy to carry out h_ua threat.
Later, his failure to carry out the formal remunciation procedures was vo
mean that he had a right to return to the United States as a citizen of
that éountry. Ve will now begin a more detailed discussion of the fore-
going even*gg_.

On the seme day (October 16, 1959) that Oswald reached Moscow

he informed his Intourist guide, Rima Shirokova:, that he wished to apply '

for Soviet ‘citizenshv'_p. Virtually aJ.l such guides are XKGB agents and

therefore we can assume that in all her actions she was guided by KGB

orders or a’o; least by her training in KGB methods. On that day or the

next day, Ulth the help of his guide, Oswald prepared a letter to the

Supreme SQ@Eét' bf-'the USSR requesting citizenship. Exactly vhat happened

“T0P-SECRET
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during the next few days is not clear, because the dates in Oswald's
Diary around this time show a great deai of confusion. In general, how-
ever, it seems that the first reaction of the Soviet Government, expressed
to Oswald through Rima Shirokova, was a ".can'bious welcame." He was not
accepted with cpen arms, but he was given to believe that the officials
who were handling his case were sympathetic and that probably everything
woutd come out all right, though it would take time. He spenmt the wait-
ing days seeing the sights of Moscow with his‘guide, Rima,

We have good reason to believe that the KGB used the opportunity
provided by Oswald's waiting i’n.I\Ios‘cow to learn as much as they could
Aabout him, through Rima and through virtually everyone else at the Hotel
Berlin where he ves staying, in an attanﬁt to assess his possible use-
fulness to the Soviet Union. For example, about two years later, when
he was trying to return to ’t;he United States, Oswald told an Embassy
official that he had been interviewed two or three days after his arrivafl.
by a "reporter fram Radio Moscow"™ who told Oswald he‘was interested in
his impressions of the city. Undoubtedly the "reporter™" was ong nore |
person sent by the KGB to sound him out. |

Finally, on October 22nd, the day upon whichis 6-day visa was
due to run out, he was called in a.rdintex"viewed by an unidentified official.
The intervié}; consisted of questions as %0 why he wanted to become a
citizen of Russia, what his pés‘t; 1.'&‘9 vas like, etc. According to Oswald's
Diary the 1r;t_e>rv1mz ended after he had answered all the questions, with no

encouragement and no information on what might be done with his case.

USTA09TT0D Nar ‘Adoos Maoua:ra;-aa

(ecz o¥) VOSH



T Tl harhadb Aot bees

-27=
He returned to his hotel and that evening was told curtly that his visa
had expired, that he was not being granted permission to stay in Russia,
and that he therefore had two hours in which to leave Moscow. If the
version we have of these events is true, the news hit Oswald like a
thunderbolt. The Diary he kept recorc.lé that he slashed his wrist with
a razor about an hour later and plunged it into warm water in a bath-
tub, expecting to die. He was later found by his Intourist guide, who
came looking for him when he did not show up for an evening appointmen‘b.
He was ‘bakeﬁ to a hospital and remained there for 7 days.

Nosenko, the ex-KGB agent who defected to the United States,
confirms the foregoing in its essentials. He says that the KGB had
determined that Oswald was of no use to them because he was not mentally
stable and not too 'inte'.ljigerrh and that they therefore sent down word '

that he was not to be accepted for permanent residence in the Soviet Union.

Nosenko caments that the suicide attempt merely confirmed the correctness -

of his agency!s conclusion. .
According to Oswaldfs Diary he learned sometime not too long
after he was released from the hospital thaet he could renain in the Soviet
Union indefinitely, although the question of his citvizenship was still
open. The D:Larykept by Oswald and the statements he made to newspéper
reporters lgt;ier ’ :m_ early November, are samewhat inconsistent on this
po'in’o. It is not clear whether he thought that he had been told defin-
itely that he could stay or whether that he had been told on'lj' that he

could remain jbempo;aily while his permanent status was 'being considered.

l
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Nosenko!'s version of the events subsequent to Oswald!s con-
finements in the hospital is different fram Oswald!s. Nosenko says that
when Oswald was released he was again told that he could not stay, at
which point Oswald threatened that he would again try to cammit suicide.
Our information on what Nosenko says is samevhat v'ague on what then oc-
curred, but apparently Oswald's threat to make a second attempt to .ki'Ll
himself fell on deaf ears as far as the KGB was concerned, I‘t'; never

waivered in its decision. Same other ministry of the Soviet State then,

according to Nosenko, picked up the Oswald case and ultimately -- probably

_ same time considerably later, even as 1a’c:e as early January 1960 — de-

termined that he could remain in the Soviet Union., Nosenko speculates that
this other agency could either have been the Soviet Red Cross or the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, presumably because these agencies were in-
terested in Oswald not as a potentié.l agent but simply because I_me offered
material for good anti-American preopaganda., Oswald's Diary records that

the second series of interviews he had with Soviet officials , the series

that began after his stay in the hospital, was with a different group

from those he had seen before he went into the hocpital, and he remarks
that they did not seem to have had any comtact with the first group,
because they asked him many of the same questions over again, This ob-
servation of Oswald's, if sincere, i.e., if his Diary is not just a X0B
fabricatlon, seems to confirm Nosenko!s statements. |

“fn any ‘event, it was not witil after the sulcide attempt, on

Saturday,ubictober. 31, that Oswald appearced ab the /merican Embassy 1o

renounce his citizenship. This was the first indication that the American '

 FOR-SECRET=.
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Government had that Oswald was in Russia. He had not reported to the :
Consulate in Moscow when he arrived, as a tourist ordinarily would.

Upon his arrival he was taken to the office of Richard E. Snyder,
then Second Secrefary of the Embassy. He handed his passport to Snyder
and related that he wanted to renounce his American cfolzenshlp. O'-x»:ald
informed Snyder that he had been a radar operator in the Marine Corps and
that he had voluntarily stated to an unnamed Soviet official that he
would make knowm to the Russian Govermment such information concerning
the Marine Corps and his @ecialtj therein as he possessed. He intimated
that he might Imow samething of special ?ererest.

Oswald was told that he would have fo file a formal renunciation.
This he never did, although in a letter dated November 3, 1959, which hé
subsequently wrote to the Embassy he stated:

"I, Lee Harvey Oswald, do hereby request that my
present United States citizenship be revoked.

‘wI appered in person,. at the comsulate office of the
United States Hibassy, Moscow, on Oct 31st, for the purpose
of signing the formal papers to this ei‘i‘ec“a. This legal right
I wes refused at that time,

"T wish to protest against this action, and agzirst the
conduct of the official of the United States consuler service
who acted on behalf of the United States government.

iy epplication, requesting that I be considered for
citizenship in the Soviet Union is now pending before the Supreme
Soviet of the U, S. S. R.. In the event of acceptance, I will
request my govermment to lodge a formal protest regarding this
:mc:.den'b "

On November 27, 1963, John A, McVickar, a Foreagn Servwe B

Officer, vrote a memorandum in vhich he described the October 31 mecting

with Oswald. _.—_-'IfIcVickar was ‘one of the two secré’oaries in the Embassy

tEBR-SECREE: .
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on October 1959, the other one being Smyder. YcVickar was present in the
room during Smyder!s interview with Oswald, and confirmg what Smyder said
about the interview. He states in addition that Oswald talked in such a
way thal there vas,
¥,...2 possibility that he was T ollcwing a pattern of behavior
in vhich he had been tutored by person or persons unkncwm.
For exawple, in discussing Marvdsm and the legalities of re-
nunciation, he scemed to be using words which he had learned
but did nob fully understand. His debermined statements in
rather long words were nob entirely consistent and nov in a
fully logical sequence...in short, it seemed to me that there
ves a possibility that he had been in contact with others be-
fore or during his Marine Corps tour who had guided him znd
encouragzed him in his ectiocns.”
The record shows that except for the visit to the Enbassy on
October 31, 1959, and the letter just-quoted, Oswald, although he comtinued.
to spzak out in an arrogant, belligerent, anti-American mzmner, did nothi 7
further to renounce his United States citizenship.

Oswald never was granted Soviet citizenship. Instead, on

Jemary L, 1960, he was given an "Iceatity LDocunent for Stateless Persons®

L

(Vid ra Zbitelstvo v SSSR diya 1its baz greshdanstva), Humber 31k79,
good for one year and rcnewable on a ycarly basis. On the sam2 dzy Oswald
vas £in21ly told that he could reside indefinitely in the Soviet Union.

Ee vas told 2lso he wag being sent to live in liinsk.

The fact that he did not go through with the remnciztion of hi
tmerican citizenship, together with the fact that the Soviet Union gave

bim only a "Stateless Person" document, raise a possible inference that

Oswald znd %,_he S-o‘%/ie’c Union planned that somedsy Osield would return to

o)
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the United States. Moreover, the whole alleged suicide attezpt is subject |,

to same suspicion. It is of course wmsual for ’u:zg 12 vo avtempt suicide,
so quite spart from considerztions of Oswald!s character ard the circum-
stances of this particular alleged zitempt, we must look with special

scrutiny at the authenticity. of any records of such an incident. It should

be noted that his alleged attempt occurred before he zppezred at the Mmerican

Embassy and before he made amy public statements whatever, to newspaper
reporters or otherwise, about his defection fram the United States and
desire to becamne a Soviet citizen.

It could be that Oswaldls conduct and public stetements after

the alleged suicide atterpt were the result of careful coaching by the
& erp .

Soviets. TFor thg. KGB could have used the period fram October 16, the
day Osweld arrived in Moscow, to October 31, when he came irto the
Embassy, to subject him to the most intensive kiad pi’ po]iticﬂ and psy-
chological aznaliysis to determine whzther he was "good agent material.®

If this wes what hagpened, then the "suicide attespt® could be a fiction

the purpese of which was to cover up the fact that for zbout tivo weeks
Oswald was removed fram contact with the Vesteim world and saoaec:ucd to

whatever ana_.yals and/or training the Sovieis felt was a;mrop"ldue. Fram

vhat we now kno‘-r m Communist methods of this type, it mey well na«e baen

nacessary to Tebricate scmething as cu:-astlc as a su_c:_de at’oez::pt in order

to pr ov1de an explarztion for amy syrmptcas of the very severe and poss:.b]y

‘even char‘..cVer devas‘baulnc, treatments to which he nad bben e.mosed mch

might aopvaa.. In other words, if Oswald wes subjected to same sort oi‘

TUOTIOBTTI0D Mar ‘Kdos 9ousrajay
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"braimvashing” procedure, he could very well have been badly “shaken
wp" by it, in which case the "suicide attempt! would provide an excellent

excuse for his "mervous" or Yexhausted® appearance.

In this comnection, an observation made by lMiss Aline Hosly,

at that time a reporter for the United Press Imternational, may be per-
tinent. She observed that Oswald was unique .among American defectc;rs o
the Soviet Union during the years 1958 through 1959 or thereabouts be-
cause he alone, as far =s she lmew, claimed to be motivated solely on
ideological grounds. Every obther defector she ever came across, she szys,

‘spoke a litile aboubt how he liked Commnism or the Soviel State but vds

for the most part motivated by soms personal matter, for example, an

unhaopy narviage fram winich he wes escaping, or perizps a neurotic in- . -

2bility to adzpt to his job or life in general. Oswaldls cverriding
concern with ideology, which manifested itseli‘ usually in leng "ex-
plmatior&" of how the Soviet systam wes better than the czpitalist

and destined %o prevail, and expressed in long words "fran the bookn
which ke probably did not fully understand, cculd be evidence of the Kind

of brain-wasiing for vaich the Commnists are Imovm. Conversely, his | |

overriding coincern with ideology could have preexisted any such Mcoaching® . -

znd instead bzen the reason vhy the Soviets were atitracted to Oswald in the

first plece and felt he was worth such coachinz. For 2 man so imbued with -

Camunist ideology might, if he were given further itraining, especially din _-

the ability to express bimself, beccme an extremely valuable propaganda ... .72

spokesmzn. One can imagine the hopes that may have been in Soviet ninds
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that here vas a man fram a "worldng! family in America vho, with only a
little further training, could be paraded all over the world to renounce
his native country and affirm his 2llegiance to Soviet Ruscia —- it would

be a sirang counteraction to the bad publicity recently given by the

mmerous Soviet defectors fram the ranks of their athnletes and entertainers,

v should also be poimted out bﬁediately, however, that it
is also quite plausible that nothing at all like what has been speculated
in the previous paragrsph really occurred. It is certainly possible that
Oswald wes exactly what he purported to be, namely, a young, neuroivically

Lgu 8% §

embittered and confuszed mran who had found in Marzist theory an emoticnal

outlet for a1l his frustrations and o;,ﬁer"use—und:zreCued natred. To’
such a person, it was probably bet ’cer\uhat he did nov really understand
211 that he ves saying; the importamt point for him was the emobional
catharsis, not the logical details. lMoreover, the fact that the Eabassy
fficials and the newspeper reporvers all observed that Oswald seemed
to "spezk frcam the book! without really understanding his words is pro-
bably even more consistent with his having rcad Cox u:ms‘b writings oa his
cwvn than with his baving been coached. After all, a good Fcoach" pr obably
'would hzve tried o instill a more coherent set of statements into his

pupil. Reading many books on his own, however, which were way beyond the-

depth of a boy who left high sc-hool‘whjle he was still in the tenth grade,

is the kn.nd of pseudo—:.nuellec tual experience uha would more likely

result in the manner of speaking which was in Iact observed in Om.ald.
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Othe;‘ evidence which tends to combtradict the hypothesis that
the suicide atverpt was a fabrication and that his failure to camplete
steps to expatriate himself were the result of Soviet coaching and advics,
includes the i‘ollow:'mg:

1. Ev1dence that the suicide a’mze*ou was authemntic,

The qutcosy performed on Oswald after his death showed 'bnat he
in fact did have a scar on his left wrist and that it was of the lkind

which could have been -- not necessarily was -- caused by a suicide atterpt.

Iarina has testified to the Camiission that she observed such a scar on

her husband and asked him aboub it. The question made him "very angry,”
]

she says, and he avoided giving her. a reply. She wcs never given the

slightést hint that he had ever atiempted suicide. Oswald's brother

Robert says that he never observed the scar and that Lee never mentioned

anything aboult suicide to him,

Oswald's character does not seem inconsistent with a suicide
abttesmt., The letters he wrote to his brother znd mother wnile he vas
still in the Western world, to some extent the stetcments he maae to’
fellow Marines, end his action in fradulently obtaining a “hardship"
discharge fram the Marine Corps and departing irmediately from New Orleans
to the Soviet Union, all lend support to this conclusion. Lee Oswald ab -

the age of 20 , when all this occurred, was indeed the kind of tense,

. over—drana’olc, confused person who was capable of putting all his eggs

in the one basket of allegiance to tha Coma unlst cause and, when his hopes
’mere were “pparen’oly dashed beyond saving, think thal everytioing was
hopeless and?“bry to camit su:LCJ.de.

Oswald!s failure to mention the suicide attempt to his wife

and brother, moreover, does nov necessarily reflect adversely on its

Q;JI%)“SZfi\E?
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authenticity. His character is also consistent with keeping the suicide
attemph secret. Evaryone who has ever lmovm Oswald and who has btesbi-

- :
fied to the Carmission about him, has confirmed the observation that he
was close-mouthed, had tendencies towards arrogance, . and was not the
kind of man who would readily admit wealmesses. In additlon, once he
decided to return té America, he had the additional reason to kecp the
attespt secret, that he did not wamt amyone to realize what a devous,
totally-camitied Camnunist he had once 'Eeen. In sum, the few indepen-

dent Tacts we have about the suicide and the observations on Oswaldls

character all point towards the fact that it could have been auchentic.

T
2. The fact that we would nobt know &bout the

suicide attempt if it were not for Oswald's

Diary.

[

It is difficult, despite the zpparent plausibility of the
hypothesis that the suicide attempt wes fabricated as a "cover™ Tor
some sorb of brainwaeshing procedure, ’;'.':O Tit the facts of the alicpt
into a coherent pattern of Soviet-inspired comduct. Uhis is be5;1se the
Bfact® that Oswald atteipted to commit suicide, if it was a fact, was -
not di:;clos;.d until four years later, vhen his dizry wes fcund among
his effects after the assassination. If the KGB made up the incident’
in order ’bq_:diver_t suspicion fram their intensive coaching of Osuald, it
ﬁou.ld seem more likely that he would have been inmstructed to give at

least soﬁé_—_:bﬁn’c to the Embassy officials on October 31 that he had been

3

confined in’a hospital for a week, etc., or in same mamer to let them ... :
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know that the si>leen days since he had cane to Hoscow had been spent
doing something other than talldng with Soviel officials, But the fact
is that Smyder and McVickar, the officials at the Embassy who saw Oswald,
recaived.not the glightest hint that he had ever been given medical treat-
reat of any kind. lMoreover, they did not even get the impression that

he was "shaly"; on the contrary, lHcVickar emphasizes that Oswald gave

the appearance of confidence and determination,

The: fact that Oswald's brother, Robert Oswald, ves never told

about the suicide attempt also seems to undercub the hypothesis that it wes .
2 Soviet-inspired fabrication. It would seem that if the KGB wanbted To use
. , _

. the alleged suicide atiemplt to explain Wy Oswald took so long to appear at

the Anerican Emnbassy, it would have instructed Oswald to "confide" in his
brother, in order to creats, through his future testimony, more "evidence”
that the suicide atterpt was real, and to increass the chances that it
.

would ultimately became known to Americen counter-intelligence. The same
argurent obvicusly can a2lso be zpplied to Oswald's.failure to confide

in }Marina.

3. Evidence that Oswald os not acceoted b

o ettty e

the Soviocts Tor pemmanent residence in

A

Russia unduly soon e:f’oer.he arrived there, =~ .
If Oswald was accepted for permanemt residence in the Soviet
Union unduly quickly after he arrived there, two different Soviet
motives, both adverse to the ultimate conclusion thzt his conduct was

not prearranged by them, might be inferred. First, if he was accepted

o

UOT3097100 Mar ‘Adoo aoua:t.a;eg

(e€z od) vOSH



27N,

TN

markedly more quickly than other defectors before him, wie COul_d infer that
the Soviets knew he was caming, had 2lready carried out their investi- '
gation of him and concluded ‘“bhau he <ould be a desirable addibion to their
ranks, and were f’nerefore in a position to accept him quicldy with very
1ittle Purther consideration, once he arrived in Hoscow. The sccond
inference ties in with our thinking about the possibility that the
suicide'atter@t was oan' a fabrica’oion, and is more camplex, If we accept
the hypot hes1s that the Soviets used © he period fram October 16 through

October 31 to subject Oswald to some sort of intense indocvrination or

analysis, and that the "suicide atterpim was designed to cover wp the effects

of this treatment, it would seem likely that tha Soviets wonld avoid ex-
posinp' their subject to Western eyes for too long a period thereafver, It
would also seem to follew thet they would avoid leaving him for too loag
in a place vwhere, if he were to lose heart, he could easily re-defect to
the United States. This additional thought zpplies to Oswald because we
S .
know that the two hotels wvhere he resided in toscow, the Hotel Berlin and
the Hotel lMetrcpole, wicre both only a shorv taxdi-rids from the frmerican
Embassy. The reason we cin reasonadly infer that the Soviets, if they |
subjected Osvald to some sorb of secreb indoctrinabion or analysis, would

not leave him in Moscow for too long afterwards is that if he did for

some reason get discouraged and re~defect to his native country, he yould
‘be in an éiée]lent position to disclose 1o Vestern intel]icence all the

technioues of indocbr:maulon and/or analysis he had been subjected to,

(gez ou) wosH
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It would be uncharacteristic of anmy intelligence system, and especially
ol a system éf a police gtate such as the Soviet Union, to take such a
serioﬁs. risk of disclosing confidential procedures, and cven if he never
rerdefected, it would seem unmirise to leave h:m for too lonz in a place

where Vestern observors, such as newspaper reporbers, could question him

and see him face to face, lest the effects of the treatment or inddctrination

be accmﬁ aJ_'Ly da.sclos\.d. Therefore, with both of these points in mind,

we will revieu the evidence in an attespt to determine whether Oswaldls

teanre in Moscow prior %o bez_rg fully accepted by the Soviel State was
su;piéiously shorv.,
: )

Oswald's Historic Diary records that betweea October 16, 1959
and Jemuary L, 1966 he vwas kept on tenterhooks as o whether he wowld
be given permission to Stay in the Soviet Union peimanently. Harinatg:
testimony is consistent with the Diary in this respect. OF course,
Marinals statements here are subject to two reservations. First, she,
herself, could be a Soviet agent and lying. Second,"she did not Ymow
Oswald until more than a year after he came to ifinsk and therefore her
understanding of the cirms‘cances of his caaing %o Rus<via oald on]y have

been based on vh o .:he learned from hin and mher ncop hs.ha.d spoken 1o

on the abgect. The docﬁments given to the Camnission by the Russian ’

' &'X’

Govermment bear out that Oswald czme %o Minsk on or about January l, 1960.
AZL'!. of the foref’ou;, evldence, however, is subject to the mfinu’cy tl*rfb

if Oswald wes m a"ent of the Soviet Union and uhey together made up a

"legengh aoouu tnese evenu-s s e have no wvay of :mdcpendomly checking 'hhe

truth of 'hc r‘1egend."

b
wh:u&:‘,‘_u@ LT
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We have scme independent evidence of how long Oswald was de-
tained in Moscow, but unfortunately it dates only from Hovember or even
earlicr.. Oswald was seen by at least one newspzpar reporver, lMiss Priséilla
Johnson of the North American Newspsper Alliance, as late as liovemver 17,
1959, about three veeks after he was allegedly released from the hospital
and alrmost exactly one month after his arrival in Moscow. When she saw
him he still, according to her observations, was uncertain about his
ultimate fate in the Soviet Unioﬁ; He told her that he had received
as'surences that he would not be forced to returm to the United Staves,
"pending clarification of his stabtus,” ( ‘natever that meant) but he
admitted that whether or not he obteined.mll cuizer;sm_p ijom the Soviet

Union might not be decided for "ycars." In other words, from what lMiss .

Johnson could observe on Novanber 17, Oswald wes still by no means

"accepted" by the Soviets, In addidion, a lebter bearing a date of
November 26, 1959, was received in the United States by Oswald's brother, |
Roberv, some time in Decambe;r. The letter contains many statements of
extreme Ditterness against the United States end is written throughout on
the consistent assusption that the writer, Osuyald, will recain in the Sovieb
Union for the rest of his life. Houever, the letber szys nothing aboub

his havmu flnaJ_'ly received any sort of unambiguous assurance from the
Soviet oi‘flc:x.als that he could remain in Russiaj so pernaps the apparent
~assurance _of the letter was not a true reflection of Oswald's real feelings.

It is suﬁph' :m:possmble to know for sure. Anyiay, the letter was written

from the Hotel he’crooole, so Oswald vas appa::eﬁtly still in Moscow.

-lvaSLﬂ"?
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Robert Oswald received ons more letter fram his brother while he wes svill
at the Metropole Hotel in Moscow, this last one bearing the date of
Docexter 17 , 1959, In this one Osw2ld sald that he would be moving

frem the Hotel and that his brother should therefore not write him t}lere.
In fact, the letter goes on to sazy that Robert should not write him at all
anynore because he wants to cut all ti‘es with bis previous ]jie.. Lgain,
Oswald does not clearly state tﬁat he has received final é,cceptance from
the Soviets, b‘;l'b hs must have been quite confident at this time that such

acceptence was irminent or he would not have told his brother he could no

_ longer be reached at the Ieurcpole hOuel.

In this respecv it should be nor.ed that John A. McVickar, in
his memorandum dated April 7, 196L, avtached hereto, feels that one of
the suspicious circunistances involved in the Oswald case was that he wes
accepted for per‘aenenr, readence in the Sov:.et Union after only 7 days,

a much shorter waitiung period then vas enforced toward other fuerican

defectors. The cover letter to the licVickar memo, by }r. Abram Chgyes,
observes that McVickar is wrong in this respect and that it actuelly took
six weeks for Oswald to bes accepued \y the Soviets. Ve would ln.lce to .
point oub thabt even lr. Chayes is probably incorrect on the shorbv side.

Oswald arrived in Moscow on October 16 and was probably not finally

accepted by the Soviets and given his "Stateless Passpori® uatil Jamary b,
1960, a vaiting period of zbout 11 weeks, This length of time is enmtirely

consis‘bent'i:i.‘bh that involved with other defectors. Even if the January L

e is @s;eﬂaded becau.se we have at this time very 1it tle mcenandent

check on :L"b, Le have fairly good evidence that he =t lesst vas still

L]

araiting "c,he Soviet decision a3 late as Decembe: 17, and fim evidence

FTO%RECRET A

TUOT308TT0D Mdr ‘Adoa asua:r.a.;.aa

(gez od) WOSH



that he was sti33 weiling on November 17. Even if the liovember 17

date is taken —- ond this certainly represents an ibsoluto minimm —
the interval amounts to about one month, a lonzer period than wes in-
volved in one of other thres lmowm deféc‘oor cases occwring around the-

game time.

TThen asied to corment on the length of time involved, the State

Lepartment replied:
QUESTION 2 5

The files of the Department of Sitate reflect the fact
that Osweld first applied for pemis;sion to Temain in Russia
permanently, or abt least for a long 1>crw'cd, wnen he arrived in
Hoscow, and that he oblained pems .on to renoin within one or
two months.

L. Ts the fact that he obtained pem:l_ss:Lon to stay within
this period of time usual?

MISTER — Our information indicates that & two months weiting
period is not L_"lLSLlEL_-_. In the case of Rcbert Tebster the
Suprene Soviet decided within two months to give Soviet
civizenship and he vas thercafter, ol course, permitted

©o stay., :

B. CGCan you tell us what the no:mal orocedures are uvnder
similor circunstances?

ANSTER ~ Tt is impossible for us to state any "normall
procecures. The Soviet Covermment nover publicizes the
proceedings in these cases or the recsons for its action.
I\zrthemo*e, it is, of course, e:rbremely unusual for an
Amerlcan citizen to defect.

L. Pos’c—assassination statements by Soviet Officials.

On November 26, 1963, Walter J. Stoezsel, Jr., of the Imbassy
in lMoscow reported a conversation he had had with 2 higher Puss:.an of—
ficial as follows: ' L o

. N
L
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"As a sidelight, I might nmention that when I say
Kudryavtseve of the Mmerican Section of the IFA at the
airport Saturdsy night whon ve sow lMikoyan off, he
referred to Oswald and said that he scemed o oe an
unstable character, On his ovn initiative, Kudrjav’csr»ve
rmentioned that Oswald had teoon in the Soviet Union, had
rarried a Soviet girl and e child had been born in "the
Soviet Union of this marrisge, Kudryavisev said that

]

Oswald had a*p'_l_ied for Soviet citizenship but that, after

considering the application, the Soviet authorities had
decided not to approve this spplication sirvce Oswald
scemed to be o unstable. They had, however, permitted
him and his femily to leave,®

Soviet Ambassador Dobrynin on December 11, 1963, gave the follow- | 1?‘/6

ing oral statement which purports to sev forth the Soviet Govermmen

reply to Secretary of State Rusk!s inquiry as to wiy the Soviet Union

-

refused Oswaldl!s application for citicersnip:
The Constitution of the U.S.S.R. and Soviet
legislation provide that Soviet citvizens have
certain rights and appropriete respensibilities.
Considering an applicatvion for Soviet citizenship
the carpetent of all the £oility of the cspllcmu
to carry oubt responsibilities of a citizen of the
U.S.S.R. and to make use of the rights gr anted to
him, Due regard is paid 2lso the movivat hz of

one's =zpplication for adnicsion to Soviet citizenship.
1The carpetent Soviet evthorities thav considered

Osxv 'Ld's epplication c_d not find cow_pcwng g*oa.ads

vhich wovld 21low to cdrzi a conclusion that he caiplied

with the reguircaents provided for Soviet cibizens in
'bhe Ccmu vitution and 1‘,'7151 vions of the U,S.S.R.

_"The motives which made Oswald file his application’
‘were also not clear. The fact that Oswald made
“eritical renarks about the State the citizen of
wnich he was, could not, of course, be decisive
- in considering his applicavion.

e

“In view of the above-mentioned considerations
- 0Oswald!'s cpplication for Soviet citizenship was
reaected.

[
"o
[

o
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5. _Qginion of CIA

We requested the CIA to advise us on whether it felt the treat-

g
L

{ Oswald was excepbional or unusual with respect to permission to

renain in the Soviet Unicn. In a mcmorandum dated April 6, 198lL, the

CIA informed us that it saw nothing unusual. Other defectors vere treated CC 2702

in about the sanme manner.,

6., Other Actions that are not consistemt

with Oswald having been r’;:oached."

- If the Russians ywere coaching Oswald in his relationships with
fhe Americen Imbassy and American NeWSPEPEr IEpor uers, then certain thirgs
becaze hard to explair, The single statement ihdch prob». 1y caused him
the most futuvre trouble — it resulted in his receiving a di;'zhenorab'e
discharge from the Marine Reserve, which he forever after vas to resent —
vas bis statezent to Snyder at the Embassy that ke had been in the MHarine
Corps, worked on radar and bad alrezdy volumbeersd to a Soviet official
that he would, if asked, tell the Russien Coverrmewt what hoe Imew 2boub
that job - all ithis, according to Srmyder and lMcVickar, being sald with

the drplic i' on that he lmew scacthing highly sccret. If The Russians
vanted Oswald to be cavaful not to expatriate himself, so that he conld
everrtually return to the United States as an agerr‘c, vhy would they have
permitted hin 'to make a statement like this? Even if it did no‘b block |
his reentry into ;ﬁ.merica, it would certvainly forever after be used 2gainst

him and lessen his effectiveness as a pro-Carmunist agitator or esplonabe

agent, etc.; zind _.j..t mght even have caused the Memcan militery offi ca_als
in the_}hbassy"fto seize him on the spob, on the grourds thab he was 2bout

40 camit a criminal offease against his service znd his ratiom.

‘Kdoo asusxaioy
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Secend, the hypothesis that he wag coached to come very

in order thabt he might eventually rcturm to the United States, fails to
explain Wiy he was ever irstructed to came close to the line in the first
place, Vhat possible gain would cane fram thal? Certainly oy prop
value which could have been gained fram his words and actions could have
been i\ﬂJy obtained .i‘rc-:n all sorts of anti-American and Marbi-cepitalisty
and pro-Russian and pro-Camunist statements without his having to go so
far along the road tovard espatriation. Thzb, after all, is a fairly

technical matter which the general public is nol eaware of ncarly so ruch

as it is of statements bearing upon patriotism and loyalty. In fact, the
vay it actually worked out, Oswald's "on again, off sgain®™ actiocns in
regard to renouncing his citizenship may have dstracted from his propaganda

~ impact. His vacillabion on this issue was so cbvious thabt it vias observed

TN

by one of the newspaper reporters, Miss Priscella J onnson, (Whebther she
passed her impressions cn to the public at the time is ‘not knowm.)

In short, if Oswald vas ccached, he sezms to hive had a poor

coach,

7. losecnkol!s Statcments,

The recent Soviet defector, Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko, has
svated to the FBI that vhen Oswald arrived as a tourist in the Soviet
Unicn the KCB had "no current interest" in Oswald and possessed no infor-.

nation tna’c. Os::ald wvas a mcmber of the Ccumunlst Party, U. S. A., or

-

(. close 1o the expartriation line but not quite to expatriate himself

elsevhere, He also indica’ced 'bha‘b Oswald vias o:z.gcou_n""d fream remaining

UOT399T7100 AL ‘Kdos abuaza;ag
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Reference copy, JFK Collection: HSCA (RG 233).
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Tsubsidized" vwanile they are in the Soviet Union., The Central Intellicence
Agency has confimmed this fact, In other words, it is standard Soviet
practice, once the decision has been made that it will ssrve the policies
of the Soviet system o admit a foreign defector, to make hiz life easy _ :
and pleasant enough so that he will not became disillusioned and returm to
his native country, at least for ma’cerialist:ic reasons -~ le. €., to bribe - L
hinm with subsidies and other special benefits.,

It should also be noted at the cutset that if it were not for - :

Oswaldl!s Diary we would at this time have no knowledge that he had ever

received a large initial grent and mom';bly subsidies thereafter from tha B

i Hh

“Red Cross.® This strikes uws as significant, because if there was scne- {E';

. - =

thing invidious eboub his receiving them, then it-is unlilely that E

the Russians would have permitted the fact to be disclosed tirough uhe i,.f'g

Diary. In other words ’ if Oswald was really a secwveb azent and the . iﬁ

Diary is a fabricabion draim wp by him ab the behest of the KOB, snd if 8

his receiving the "Red Cross" subsidy and other @‘,clial treatment is g

evidence of his bsing used as a secret agent, then iv mckes no sanse to §

fabricate the Dlary in such a way that it discloses such cvidence, T

Q

In any even’o y Ve will here outline the ways in which he zpparemtly . E;

received si)ecial 'benefi'bs from the Soviet State, ' i’:,
;

LW

J.ne H:LS oric Diary cites that after Oszald was ini‘orméd
on January li, 1960, that he could remain in the Soviet Union and was b

sent to IIJ.nsk he was g:.ven 5000 rubles by the "Red Crogs, "fop expenses.”? | D

,

“"'“ TR NI

-
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He usaed 2200 rubles to pay his hotel bill, which by this tine had added ’
up to a considerable sum, and another 150 rubles 1.50 purchase a trajn.
ticket to Minsk, Withe the balance of slightly over 2500 rubles, Oswald’
felt, according to the Diary, like a rich man., When he arrived in I{j.nsk
he was met at the train station by two att tractive, intzlligent wamen who
said they were from the Red Cross. He was taken to his hotel bty them and
there assigned to a guide and interpreter from Intourist, the official
Soviet Agency for handling 'tourists. .He then met the MHayor™ of the

cily, Ccmrade Sharapov, and was officially vielcomed. Caarade Sharepov.

told Oswald that he would soon receive a M“rent-free zpartment®

2nd warned him against "uncultured persons” who might not be S’V“'D?.uheulc
to foreigners. The promised rent-free spartment never materialized but
eventually, about a month and a half later, Osw 21d did veceive a very
pleasant (by Soviet standards) spartment for which hz va3 requlred to pay |
only 60 rubles a *nonuh, vhich it can be seen by car parison with his salary,
which vas 7OQ rubles a month, was only a nominal eaac-unt. The Diary

refers to it as "almost rent-freelt

Oswald was given a job in the "Esyle-russica Rodio and Television

Factory," a large 'plent employing about 5000 persons end menufacturing .
electroni_c chrts and .fadio and television sets of all types and sizes.
He worked i_n the 'féxpern’mantaﬂ. shop." It is unclear exactly what he did
there, but at various times he referred to his Job as thal of a "checker,m”
v"a.djuste.rf, i‘irst class,m or "metaix-zorker." After he had returnad to ths
United States he told en FBI represcntative that he w23 "a metaliorker®
and that he spent his tme reading blueprints and ’cre;nslating their

| ST0PSEORET
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instructions into the finished product., The pay was approxdmately 700
rubles a month or slighily beﬁter; the rate of pay depernded upon the amcunt
of work he personally and/cr his shep gemerally turned out (we are not
sure which), so an exact figure cannot bs quoted. This rate of pay is

very good. Ifiarina, who had recelved specialized training and who seems

to have held a more responsible Job, was employed as a pharmacist and

reteived a salary of LS50 rubles per month. Horeover, Marina has testified

to the Camission that she knew of medical doctors in the Soviet Union who

* received less than 700 rubles per month. Finally, on top of all this,

'Oswald regularly received from tha "Red Croas' an additioral 700 rubles.
A —_——
per mgnth, "to help.” The Diary states that the Red Cross subsidy was
terninated as soon a3 the Soviets learned that he 7as no 16nger hapi:y in
Russia and .Ua.nted to retwm to the United States, l.e., presumably as soon
as he wrote the American Embassy in Moscow in February 1561 asking that he
be permitted to retvrm. Maripa's testimony confirms this in that she szys
éﬁe never knew of the "Red CrossM cubsidy. Since she ret and married
Oswald in March and fpril of 1961, respzctively, she would not have known

of the subsldy unless Oswald kad told Ler ctont it, which he apparently

did not. The very 21l paying job, the monthly subsidy, and the Yalmosy _ -

rent~free” aperiument caibined to give Oswald 21l the money he needed. -

The Bistoric Diary reflects this fact., The only complaint he has is that

~ there was 'no place to spend the money." Apperently, lwaries as we

know them in America simply were not avajilable to mcmbers of the working

~class in the S"gw;iet__Union, even if they had the monsy to purchase thenm.
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Marina tesbifies that Oswald!'s salary was gemuinely that, She is¢
exphatic in defxyﬁng that he received amything mora' for his worx than did
others in the factory doing similar work. She explains the re]a.tively
high monthly compensation by saying that piecework rates throughout the

Soviet Union have generally grown way oub of line with cempensation for

other jobs, and that in particular, certain professional groups are getting

considerably less than their iraining znd responsibilities would ordinarily
entitle them to, She said that Premier Khrushev had promised reforms along

these lines bub that such reforms had nob materialized by the time she

‘and Oswald departed. Marinats testinony males sense, because the Russiens
]

L could easily have used the "Red Cross” subsidy ’co give Osweld all the noney
ke nesded znd therefore would probably have avoided creating resemtment

cmcng his fellow workers by openly paying him a kigher sa2lary then his work
would justify,.

The Diary reflects that Oswald himself, bafere he left the Soviet
Union, recognized that the "Red Cross" wa3 cnly a fromb. He ssys that it

was really the }MVD,

The Teet that the "Red Cross" was used as a front for the momthly - -

subsidies in Russia has significence in cnother conmz=ciion. It is now
falrly well establlqhed that Lee Oswald was the man who took a shot at

General Ecnr.m Walker in the spring of 1963, at the Generalls hr::e in

_Dallas, Texas. Marina has testified to this effect, and other incriminating

_evidence, such as Dho’covraphs of the Walker res*de:v_ce,' has also been un~
covered. There is an undated note (FBI Exiibit No. 32) x:b:.ch from in-

ternal evide_uce e.nd fraa I.E:mna's testiniony we now 'k:==‘.1__eve to have been
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left by Oswald for her at the time of the Valker ascassination attempt,

apparently in case he was apprehended or for some ovher reason unable to
return directly from the scene of the shooting. The note advises her

what steos to tale in his abse*lce. t is in Russian. Part of his advice
to her, as translated, reads, "We have friends here (i.e., the United -
States). The Red Cross also will help YO{I." Irmediately after the second
quoted sentence are the words, “Red Cross," written in English, presumably
so that Marina could pronounce them and be understocd by persons who did
notv speak Russian. When she was exemined by the Commission on this point,

lMarina's only explanation was that her husband must have been telling her

~ that the Red Cross had facilities for helping people in need, especially

~.

foreigners., She was unable to offer any suggestions on whether there
was a connection, in Oswald's mind, between the fmerican Red Cross and

the "Red Cross" that subsidized his tenure in Russia and wihich he be-
;@
lieved was the MVD,

. o

D. Oswald's activities with his "hunting club!. in Iliinsk:

Vlere these a cover for same sorv of scecret training?

Oswald* s wr i tings about Russia, his statements to various persons after

he Jreuurn' ed to the Um_ ed States, and Marinals testimony to the Camission
all con’oa:x.n references to his being away fram his apartment in Minsk S
occasionally for hunu_nv trips or meetings with a "hunting club" or "gun
clubtallegedly sponsorad by his factory 'tollective.® TFound among his
effects e._‘c,er the assassina’oion‘was 2 membership card in the gun club, a

hunting llce*lse and a2 persyit to ovm a shotsun. There have been allegations
s . g

that thisv ;’Ls a hig}ﬂy suspicious circumstance beczuse no one in the Soviet

._...;_»{}9«:3 {;Y"E
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Union, it is alleged, is permitted to owm a gun siiply for pleasure. At

‘least one Russien emigre!, Ilya Mamentov, has so testified, and testimory

fram such a person is of course to be taken seriously. Marina has
testified that she remembers her husband going hunting only on one
occasion during the whole time of their marriage; however, Oswald
apparently joined the gun club in the surmer of 1960 and he did not marry
Merina until April 30, 1961, so he could have been much more active while
he was still a bachelor.

Oswald made no secret of his membership in the hunting club.

.Hg mentioned it on occasion to friends, has an entry on it in his Diary,
1

discusses it at scme length in his ”I‘Ia‘xﬁ.'i‘est ," end kept his membership
card, gun permit and hunting license with him until the day he was. killed.
Tt also formed one of “he points of discussion in his speech to a Jesuit
seminary in Alabema the summer after he returned to the United States.
The subject of the hunting club came wp there in connesciion with his re-

marks aboubt peasant life in the Soviet Union, in which he said that the

farm leborers lived extromcly poorly and that they were in fact so destivuce

that he and his fellow hurters regularly left vhatever game they were able

to get, less vwhat they ate curing the trip, with them, He added that on

one occasion he had even left with a poor farm fanily some of the food ‘that

he had brouzht with him from Minsk., In the same speech to the seminary

students Osweld commented that pistols and rifles were forbidden to Scoviet

civiliens bub that shotguns were permditied.

i
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It may be that Oswald's statement about shotguns being per-
mitted by Soviet law is consistent with the statements of Russian emigre!s

to the effect that no guns of any kind were permitted to ordinary citizens,

because the post-Stalin "thaw" involved, among ovher things, a loosening of

this particular prohibition. The Russian emigre's who have testified on
this point all left Russia many years ago. It is also possible that

regulations of this type vary among regions in the Soviel Union. In the

‘Ukraine, for example, where nationalistic anti-Camiunist groups have never

been cammletely suppressed, it would seem natural that the restrictions
on firearms might be extremely strict, vhereas in other areas of less
douttful loyelty, shotguns might be permi%ted. In this connection it is
our understanding that the Minsk afea is one which is regarded by the
Soviet Govermment as loyal; Oswald in his WManifest" refers to it as one
of the few ereas in the U.S.S.R vwhich is regarded as somewhat pro-Stalin
even today, many years aftcr the "cult of bersonaliby" has supposedly
been stamped out. .

Hesenko, the Soviet KGB defector, asserts thét Oswald's hunting-
club membership is rcported in the EGB records and cotmaents thav some of
the repox%slin Oswaldts file are from fellow huntemen, who observed that
Oswald was such a poor shot that they often had 1o give him same of their-
game so that he would not return cmpty-haended.

CIA experts have gone over Oswaldls gun permit and bunting

1ioense'and-given their opinion that they appeer authentic. In othervwords,

such things as whether the serial muber of the gun is of the kind that

-+ would in fach refer to a shotgun, etc., check oub.
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The fact remains that if Oswald was recelving any kind of ,
instructions or training fron /the KG0B or some obher sccret group while he
was in Russia, the gun club might have been an effective means of covering
such training. One possible way of checlding on this would be to find out
through larina who the other members of the gun club were who took trips with
her husband, and vhether they had ever independently commented to her zbout
vhat they did on their trips, e’cc.' Unfortunately, her testimomy shed no
light in this connection and in fact, as has eil.roéfry been nentioned, she
said that after their marriage he went on only a single trip. If larina
is telling the truth on this last point, however, it tends to rebut the
hypothesis that the gun club vas a tcover.t For if it had been, it scems
likely that the KGB would have used it more than once during the “thirteen

months between the time of Oswaldls marriage and the time he left Russia.

E. Osvald!s relationship with Marina: IMight she have been

chosen by the KGB to work with him as an agent, or could
2

she even be zn agent without Oswald!s having lnown it?

Oswald met lMarina on March 18, 1961 , and married her six weeks

later. Marina is rcascnably well educated -—- certeinly more so than her

husband -— 2nd the uncle with whan she lived in Russia vas a colonel or
lieutenant colonel in the MVD, a prestigious position in the Soviet Unien.’
Ferinats aunt and uncle lived well by Soviel standerdss <They had a de-

cireble gparuwient and a iarivate telephone. Marina testified that they raised

no objectvion to her marriage, saying that the decision was hers.
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When HMerina and Oswald were attemmpting to leave the Soviet !

Union, she was granted an interview at the MVD office in Minsk for the
purpose of expediting their exit. She thinks the .person she saw was a
high MVD official, Colonel Nikola Asenov, and she believes that the in-
terview was granted beceuse she was the niece of MVD Colonel Ilya Prusalkov,
Oswald previously had tried to arrange such an interview for himself and
had failed,

Marina was questioned by the Carmission and by 'bhe'press as to
vhy she married Oswald. She told the Cammission that she married him
because she loved him and believed he woul'd make a good family man, not

ecause she wanled to came to the United Sta‘bes or because he had a high
stendard of living. She admits that she was impressed by his spariment
in Russia,. and scne of the Russizn emigrets in the United States who knew
the Oswalds have testified that they think she was impressed by his privileges
and relative prestige in Russia. Houever s her frankness in admitting her
admiration for his gpartment probaebly tends to diminish its importance
as a real marriage motive. Russian emigre! friends of the Oswalds have

described arinals initial attraction to Oswald a5 a sorbt of Ifeeling

)

- sorry"for him, visiting him in the hospital, etc. Marina told the -

she was first attracted to Oswald because he wes a

fot]
Ui i1 i

Cammission thai

fho

foreigner and, as such, an intercsting person. She admits deting samecne
else until the night before she agreed to marry Oswald. The Oswalds!?

relationship in the United Stabes may not have been a happy one. Their
- /. - - - . \ . . v g P
friends testimony conflicts on this, but same have said that Marina
’ S .

Rdrove, ! "goad_éd,"_vor "brought out the worst" in her husband,
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According to Oswaldls Diary and Marina's testimory, soon after
the two had met’ Oswald became sick with an ear infection and was confined
to 'bhe hospitai in Minsk for about a weel. Marina, at his invitation,
visited him there, and after the first visit came to see him every day.

He proposed to her while he was still in the hospital, but she did not
accept him until almost 2 month later. His Diary records that he narried
her to "get even" with Ella German, a fellow worker at the Tfactory t6 wham
he had proposed bub who turned him dowm. The Diary goes on t§ say :bhat

after the marriage he grew to love larina and to forget Ella, Though he

was still in love with Ella when he gol married. It would seem that if
- 1\

Marina had been ordered by the XGB to marry Oswgld if she could, that vthe
illness would have presented an ideal opportunity. Anyone who is weak from
disease is in an especially susceptible state. |

There is no doubt that the fact that Oswald married a Russian
created difficuliies for him vhen ﬁe tried 'bo‘return to the'United States,
at least from the point of vicw of the American Govérrment. lMarinals
admission to the United States was as the wife of a citizen, under "non-
guota iwzigrant® status. As such, she had to obtain a waiver of certain
technical provisions in the immigration laws and, as it turned out, this

took meny extra months and was almost not obtained at all. It took épecial

leading the State Department to convince the Irmigration and Naturalization
je 4 P

Service to reverse the initial decision of the latter to the effect that

(e€z D) VOSH
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the hypothesis that the KGB or some other. Russian group arranged the merrizsge
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makes no sense if the intent was to facilitate Oswald's return to his natjve
country. It does make sense, however, if Marina was so important to the
contemplated use of Oswald that the additional difficulties in connection
with repatriation which would be added by the marriage, were v@bxﬁe.
It also makes sense, of course, on the hypothesis that Marina herself,
rather than Oswald, is the Russian agent. This latter conjecture, though
perhaps somewhat startling at first, is probably at least as plausible as
the conjecture that Marina and Oswald were agents 'blogether. A1 the

questioning which Marina has undergone since the assassination has shown

—_—— . _

that she is an intelligemt, coolheaded woman.

——

This is not
necessarily evidence that she is not cooly calculating, however. The
incident is equally explainable as a simple miscalculation on her part
that it was either necessary or desirable from a survival viewpoimnt.
Moreover, if the Russians were anxious to plant en agent in the United
States, marrying her to a repatriating defector would be a camparatively
easy means of transporting her here,

Facts tending against the speculations of the previous
paragraph include the followings First, accbrdj_ng to the statements of
Marina herself and of her acquaintances, she learned practically no
English as long as her husband was alive. This was supposed to be mainly
because he was so jealous of her that he feared even this small degree of
independence on her part, but also because she was so exclusively hame

and children oriented that she just did not care to make the effort to

————
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if, in fact, she is same kind of "dormant" agent who

was to prepare herself i‘or use at a later time, it would scem that one of

her first orders of business would have been to learn the language and

custons of her adopted country.

intelligent wanan,

of other witncsses

Second, although Marina certainly is an

she has consistently maintained -~ and the testimony

seems to back this up - that she is totally uninterested

in politics and is amezingly ignorant of them, or ab least was until after

the assessination.

Morecover, her entire character and conduct prior to the

assassination scems to be that of a wanan whose sole interest was her

busband, herself, and her children.

Whether or not Marina is a "dommant" agent is by its nature a

guestion almost impossible to ansyer.

A dormant agent, by definition,

does nothing whatever until he is contacted by his superiors, and such

contacts may not occur until several years alter the agent has been

planted in the area of his fubwws cperations. In Harinals case, because

of the publicity she has received, presumebly the Russians would now have

entirely writien off any plans to us

¢ her in the future. Conseguenily,

not only is there unlikely to be any evv dence available at the present tinme

that she is a dorment agent, if she in fact is, but probably no such evidence

¥ill ever be forthcoming.

F.

THe 21leged case with which larina and -

her husband were 2ble to leave Russia. .
[ - e e

The charge could bc‘madef, and has been suggested already in the

public press, thet Lee Harvey Oswald's and Merina's deporvure from Russia

and return to the United States was easier then it should have been, that
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i

is, that if he (or she) were not agzents of the Russian Camunist conspiracy,,

they would have found it much move difficult o leave Russia and, in fact,
might never have been grented permission to go. Ve have reviewed the avail-
able facts on how the Oswalds obtained permission to leave Russia and return
to the United States in the light of these possible charges and find that
there are four separate points which bear analysis. These are: first, a
possibly suspicious coincidence involving a communication from Osweld's
mother, lMrs. Harguerite Oswald; second, the fact that Lee Oswald travelled
from Minsk to Moscow without first obtaining the epproval of the Soviet

authorities, despite his own statements that he could not do soj third,

- the fact that the Oswalds, when they came to Moscow to confer with the

American Embassy, azain stayed in the MVD-Controlled Hotel Berling and
fourth, the possibility that the time which elapsed between the Oswalds
eoplying for permission to leave and their receiving such permission from
the Soviet Goveriment was unusually short. In order that each of these
voints can be viewed in perspective, they will be treated in the order in
vwiich they occurred aad in the context of the story of the Oswalds?! efforvts
o deparv i‘z:on the Soviet Union and return to the United Staves.

1. The coincidence between the timing of the rcauest

by Mrs. Merguerite Oswald that her son be notified

. that she was worried about him and Lee Harvey Oswald's

. first comunication to the fnericen Embessy in lHMoscow

-asking for permission Lo retwrn to the United States.

On February 13, 1961, the fmerican Pmbassy in Moscow received

a letter from Oswald postmarled Minsk, February S, the first it had heard
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from him since early Hovember 1959, vhen it had received his undated
letter from the Hotel Metropole asking that his renunciation of civizen-
ship be accepted. The new letter from Oswald was dated February 1, 1961,
and asked that he be rcadmitted to his native country. The brealdng of
Oswald's 16-month silence at this time coincided exactly with a request
sent by the Department of State in Washingtpn to its Moscow Embassy on
February 1, 1961, informing the Embassy that Oswald!s mother was worried
about him, inguiring as to his whereaboubls and asiding that he get in touch
with her if possible., We had wondered whather the.coincidence of these
tw; events was accidental or whether it recpresented Soviet interception
of the request by Oswald's mother, interpretation of that request as a
possible softening of the attitude of the American Govermnent voward Lee

-

Oswald and their -~ the Soviebts! —~ suggestion to Oswald that n
£8

0]
chk

herefore

act irmediately to seek readmission to the United States. Ve have been
informed by the CIA that the rcquest from Mfarguerite Osiwald vient from
Washingbon to Hoscow by diplomatic pouch, and thus the Fussians should have
had no opportuniby to intercept it. However, vhis docs not preclude the
possibility of a leak in the Washington office from which the request canme
or a lezk in the /American Bmbassy in Moscow, where it was reccived., 1In
order to have given the Russians time to act upon the leak, hovever, it

wvould scem that it would have had to occur in Washington rather than

losco.
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2. Lee Harvey Oswald's travel

from I-Iinsic to MHoscow without

prior avproval of the Soviet

authoritics.

Oswald, once he had reopened his lines of camnunicavion with
thie American Embassy in Moscow by his February 1 letter , convinued to
correspond with them more or less regularly until May 1962, vhen he and
larina finally left Russia for the United States. It was only about a
month and a half after he first made knowm his intentions to return to the

United States, on March 18, that he met Marina, and he married her on

“April 30, 1961, According to the Historic Diary and according to lMarinals

tesvinony to the Cammission, Oswald never told her that he had made up his
mind to try to I;eturn 10 the United States until ai‘“cef they vwere married.
In fact, he not only did not disclose his intent, he affirmatively deniea
to her that he ever could retuim to the United States when she asked him
about 1t during their cowrtship .. The Diary records’ that when he did
inform her, after their marriage, she was startled but immediately acceded

LR}

to his siishcs,.

- e

him toconme personally to the Embassy to discuss the matter, poimting
out that some rather camplex questions were involved and that his presence
wonld be required for the effort to iron them out. Oswaid objected to the

invitation, stating that it was against Soviel law for him to travel from’
Minsk to loscow without first obltaining permission from the "authorities"
and thab he had been informed that such permission, if granted, would be

Nz long-dravn affair™ which the authorities were "reluctant even to start.®

He 2lso was lozthe to undertake the expense of the trip.
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The question of his coming to loscow :m"pcrson wes bound up with
the related guestion of how his fmerican passport, which he had turned in
to the Embassy in a defiant manner on October 31, 1959 and which the
Embasgy agreed that he needed in order to facilitate the securing of
Soviet permission to leave the country, could be retwrned to him. Tne
Fmbassy was reluctant to send the doc;ument through the mails in Russia,
but Oswald was reluctant to came to Moscow to get it. In addition, as the
Enbassy was ab pains to point out to Oswald, the issue of whether he had

lost his fmerican citizenship and with it, his right to an American passpory,

bad to be thrashed out and decided before he could be given back his pass-

- port, either in person or through the mails. From Oswald's firsv letter

until late in June, he and the Depar’cmeh’o of State were at 10ggérheads on
vhether he should travel to Moscow or not.. While the Depertment of State
vas clarifying its position on this matter (the posi’oj.on, once clarified,
though never carmmicated to Oswald, was that the passpbrt would under
no conditicns be mailed)Oswald became inpatienty 1-7ith not receiving a
prompt reply to one of his letters, and zppeared at the Fubassy without
prior warning on Sabturday, July 8, 1951,

How did he do it, dc:,; i‘te' the legel ¢ifficulties he himself had

The Historic Diary simply records that he went, without .

anticipated?
geviing pgg}ission. Ve have asked the State Department to camment wpon

this. Its enswers, 2long with our specific questions, are as follows:

F{ORESECRET:
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B. Could resident foreigners normally travel in this
manner without first obtaining such permission?

ANSWER - There are only a few Western nationals

now 1iving in the Soviet Union. They include

an American Raman Cetholic priest, an Mmerican
Protestent minister, a mumber of corregpondents,

some students and technical advisers vo Soviet
businesses. We know that the priest, the minister,
the corrcspondents and the students must obtain
permission fram Soviet authorities before taking

any trips. The technical advisers notify officials
of their project bafore they travel and these official
personally inform the militia. :

C. If travel of this type was not freely permivted, do you
believe that Oswald nomally would have been apprehended
Guring the attempt or punished after the fact for traveling
without permission?
1)

ANSHTR - Based on the information we have, we

belicve that if Oswald went to Moscow withoub

permission, and this was lmown to the Soviet

authorities, he would have been fined or

reprimanded. Oswald was not, of course, an

average foreign resident. He was a defector

fram 2 foreign country and the bearer of a

Soviet internal "stateless! passport (vid na

zhitelstvo dlya 1itsa bez grazhdanstva) during

the time when he was conteamplating the visit to

loscow to come Lo the Embassy. (On January b,

1962 he was issued a passporb for foreigners --

vid na zhitelstvo dlya Tnostrantsa.)

The Soviet authorivies probably knew about
Ouiald!s trip cven if he did not obitain ad-
vence pernission, since in most instances the
Soviet militia guards at the Exbassy ask for

- the documents of unidentified persons emter-

ing the Fmbassy grounds. By Oswald's own

- statement, the foremen at his wifels place of
employment were notified that they had visited
+the Embassy -while they were still in I{oscow,

- The usual "enemy of the pcople” mectings were

~ held, his wife condemned for her action and friends

- warned against speaking %o her.

P T P

Earate .r'ﬁ;'\‘g‘.,sn—
~4 " & v
K e\ y=
lah~

1

TUOT309TT0D NI 'Kdoii'—é:iua:a;a\d

(gcz DY) VOSH



63-

An fmerican citizen who, with her fncrican
citizen husband, went to the Soviet Union to
live permanently and is now trying to obtain
permission to lecave, informed the Embassy that
she had been fined for not getiing permission
to go from Odessa to Moscow on a recent trip to
visit the Embassy.

D. Even if such travel did not have to be authorized, do
you have any information or observations regarding the

practicality of such travel by Soviet citizens or persons

in Oswaldts status?

 ANSWER - Tt is fpossible to generalize in this

arca. Ve understend from interrogations of foruer
residents in the Soviet Union who were considered
nstateless" by Soviet authorities that they were
not permitied to leave the toim where they resided
without permission of the police. In requesting
such permission they were required to f£ill ouv a
cuestionnaire giving the reason for travel, length
of stay, addresses of individuals to be visited,
cte.

Wotwithstanding these requirements, we lmow that at
least one "stateless!" person often traveled withouv
permission of the authorities and stated that police
stationed at railroad stations usually spotchecked the
identification pepers of every tenth traveler, but that
it was an easy matter to avoid such checlis. Finally,
she steted that persons who were causht evading the
gistration requiraments were returned to their
by the police and sentenced to short
and finsd. These sentences were nore
repeaved violations, '

Soviet Passport Regulations

Citizens arriving for permanent or temporary sojowrn or

changing their place of living in localities where the
pascsport system has been introduced must within 2l hours

TUOTADSTT0D Mdr 72&63<aouaxa;au
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produce their passports for the house adminisiration, direcvors
~ of hostels, or other persons responsible for registravion in
_order to register them with militia authorities. A civizen
1o has received a new passport must also produce it for the
. house administration or call in person ot the passport bureau
“ifor registration., After that the new pascport must be pro-
* “duced at the place of work for the cadre department or.
" ‘personnel office, where it will be starped to show that
its ovmer has been accepted for work.




6}
When receiving a new passport one must sec that the
information edouk the tearer end his cliildren below 16

vears of oge hags been properly ermtered, 25 well a2 the morrizge
data ond storp. Tt shoudld be bLorre in mind that all citizens
from 16 %o L0 years of age rcceive pasoports valid for 2
limited period of time. When the validity of the passport
expires, thes citizen should apnly to the passpors office for
a ney passport. It showld be born in nind that 1iving without
ort or registration boolz, an invelid passport, or
nce for work without 2 passport or regisiration book,
s violaticen of passport regutaticons. Persors guilty
ch violations of the passport regulations are 1iablo to
n

1

VWhen asked to comment on the point by represectatives of the
FBL, Nosenko sirply replied that thers was no lav :in the S('aviet TUnion
which would have prohibited Oswald!s travel. UOnforrtunately, as hos so
i‘%equen‘tly occurred in connection with Nosenko, the qo.estioﬁers were not
sufficiently schooled in the intriéacies of the si‘uasion to pose theixr
question exactly. Ve now have reason to believe that while there are no
laws in the Soviet Union prohibiting an ordinery citizen from traveling,
resident foreigners, such as Oswald, are at least “heoretically so
prohibited. Anyway, we have .eJ_so posed this cuestiion to the CIA, =nd its
respense 18 as follows:

1. OSUALD'S travel from Minsk to Moscow and return

in July 1961 would normally have requiired prior authori-
zation. Eecar:irs of a Soviet "pascport for foreignersh
(vid na zhitclistvo v SSSR dlya innostrimtisa) are re-
quired to obtain Travel autnorizaltion :rom the Visa

end Registration Depariment (OVIR) (or Passport Regis-
tration Depertment (PRO) in smaller toms) if they ce-
sire to leave the city (or oblast) where they are dami-
ciled. This same reguirement is beliered to apply to
persons, such as OSYALD, holding Soview 'stateless
passports" (vid na zhitelstvo v SSR dl/a 1its bez
_grazhdanstva) .

(ecz ou) wosH
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icality of even "unauthorized" travel

d by evenis related by Iruce DAVIS,
citizen who defected (ron hds US .
rmany on 19 Angust 1980, and sub-

sequertly was sent to Xiev to study. After his

repatriation in 1963, DAVIS told US suthorities that

he had made a toital of seven wnavthoriued trips fram

Kiev duzing the 1901-1963 pericd. Onc of these trips

vas a f1ight to loscow on 1 Moy 1961, only two months

before OSHALD!S flight. DAVIS was spprencnded on two
of his seven trips, and was returned vo Kiev each time,

the second time undsr escort. On both occasions he

was merely reprimanded by the deputy chief of the
institute at which he was studyinz. &ince Marina

had a Soviet citizen's internal passport, there

yould have been no restrictions azainst her maidng

the trip to Moscou.

N oo

o]

Oswaldls arrival at the American Imbassy was on a Saturda;
. 2

“according to the Historic Diary, the place was closed for business but

after same inguiry he was able to reach lir. P.icﬁard E. Smyder, the
Consul, on the telephoné. Osweld notes in the Diary that the consuler
officials lived in the same building as they worked, so presumably hs
and Suyder spole over scae sort of house telephone. Again according to
the Diary, Snyder ceme cown irmediately, shook his hand, and spoke
briefly with bim. The upshot of the conversation was thal Oswald should
return on londay, July 10. This ke did, bubt in the meantime, -apparcntly
because of samething said by Syyder, although we have no clear evidence
that this was the case, Oswald telephoned Marina long disbtence and asked
her to fly to Moscow the next day, Sunday, which she did,

3. The Oswalds staying ab the Hotel Berlin

VWhile they were in MHoscow, Oswald and Marina stayed at the
Hotel Berlin, the same place Oswald stayed when he entered the country

in 1959. The CIA has informed us that the Hotel Berlin and its “sister

.
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hotel," the Hetropole (vhere Osweld also stayed in 1959), which are under
the same administration, are the regular foreign-tourist hotels in Hoscor,
Preswmably, therefore, they ave héavj_'ly infiltrated, if not controlled, by
the MVD,

larina says that she and Oswald got a room at the Hotel Berlih
because rooms in Mescow vere at a premium, therc being a film festival
going ;)n at the time, and Oswald was remembered at the Berlin and there-

fore able to get a roam despite the difficulties. The CIA has confiimed

g}

thet an internztional film festival was in fact occuring in loscow duxing

July 1961.

L. The 2)leged unusuel rapidity with vhich

the Oswalds ucre 2ble to obtain perr:zission

firom the Soviet Govermment to leave Russia,

Despite the fact that lMarina had cowe to IHozcow, when Osvald
appeared at the Embassy on londey she weited oubside instead of coming

in with him, However, on Tuesday she had a conference with John lMcvickar

on her aspects of the contemplated return to the United States, i.e,
P ) 3

the problems and proceduves comnccted with her entry into the United States
as a "nonquota immigrant." It is inteoresting, and apparently purely co-
incidental, that the same tuo men who dealt with Osweld when he defected

to Russia werce the ones who dealt with him and lMarina when he souznt to

reenter the United States.

-

Frimarily on the basis of the londay inverview, the American

.

abassv concluded that Oswald had not espatriatced himself despite his
N T

) Fal N
(Y

atterpis to do so in the fall of 1959 and his actions thereafter, and
. L )

ywrote a ncmorandwn to this coffect to the Vashington Depariacnt of State.
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On the basis of this tentative decision, but on the warning expressly .
given that the decision was only tentative , Oswald was given back his
passport. By its owm terms the document was due to expire in September
1961, and he x-.;as informed that whether it could be rencwed would depend
upon the ultimate decision on his expatriation.

The ultimate decision on the expatriation issue was i‘ax"orable to
Oswald. His new passport was not issued in September, however, because
he did not need it then, but was issued instead in May 1962, just before
he and his family departed for the United States. Essentially, although
there were sonme éerious problems ehead f;‘or Marinal's application to be
admitted as a nonquota immigrant, the big American hurdle, the ezpatriabion
issue, was for all practical purposes overcame on July 10, 1961. Fram
then .on, it wves upv to the Soviet authorities.

The greatest difi‘icul’cy with the Russian authorities was prob-
2bly ﬁhether Marina could accampany her husband, although we cen only
guess that this was so. As it actually worked out", Marina was called to
the Soviet passport office in Minsk on December 25, 1961, and told that
.authority had been recelved to issue both her and her husbandts eJ:L‘b
visas. T’nﬁs permission for both of them came down at exactly the same
tine, so we have no way of actually knowing that it was Ixa.rlna, more than
her thband; vhose departure troubled the Soviet Govermment. The Historic
Diary and correspondence with the American Embassy at this time reflects
that the O_s_xﬂralds .did not pick up their exit visas irmediately, despite

havmg been “bold that they could do so. Their thinking was that since

'w:@ :ﬁl:ﬁ' tf; .’.'...
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Oswaldls visa uoulcll be good for only L5 days once it had been issued, he
would ,not.ask that it be issued until hev had cleared away every other
c;bsta?le to his return to the United States and was ready to leave,
Iarina, being a Soviet national, however, would get an edt visaof longer
than LS days' duration. Consequently, on January 12, 1962, she picked up
her exit visa, It was marked valid until December 1, 1962. |
Obtaining the permission c;f the Soviet Govermment to leave nay

have been facilitated by a conference which Marina had, at her own request,

with a high MVD official, probably a Colonel Asenov, sometime in late

1961, sShe has testified that she applied for the conference and believes

that it was granted her because her uncle' with whom she had lived in Hinsk
before hér marriage, Colonel Prusakov, was a high VD official, She has
cdrmen‘bed aiso that Osweld tried to arrange such a conference himself

and was turned dowm.

The Oswalds did not finally leave Russia until lay 1962. The
six-month delay was caused primarily by two facts. . Fﬁlsﬁ ’ I'Iariné‘s
eoplication for an American visa ren into dj;fficulties when the Immigration
znd I\I_aturalization Service (MS) at first refused to waive the provisions{
of Section 23(g) of the Imnigration and Neturalization Act in her case.

Ultimztely, at the behest of the Department of State, the INS reversed

its decision on this point and consented to waive the provisions.

Second, the Oswalds! child, June Lee, was born on February 15, and the

Oswalds wanted to wait until the baby had gained a little weight before

- takine it on such 2 long trip. There was 2lso scre difficulty about
_ R D

obbaining an affidavit from a propertied person in the United States to

s ..T.‘,Q‘ 3 —
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the effect that Marina, if admitted, would not become a ward of the state,
and same additional difficulties in obtaining financing for/the Oswalds?t
travels. The financing was ultimately provided by a repatriation loan
of slightly under $500 from the Depariment of State.

Two questions are raised by the foregoing narrative. First,
it can be argued that the Soviet permission for both Marina and her.
husband to leave was granted in a suspiciously short time. Second, if can
be argued that the fact that Marina was ever permitted to leave the Sovieb
Union simply because she had ﬁarried an American national, is extreaordinary
‘and therefore suspicious., The questions raiszsd are obviously interrclated:
if it is extreordinary for a wife ever 1o be given permission to accompany

her husband out of the country, then any time at all within which this

permission is granted is "suspiciously short.” Nosenko in cormenting on

this point said that Soviet law since the death of Stalin has permitted

a wife to emigrate freely with her 5usband, provided only that she hes not
had access to information which would endanger the éécurity of the State.
Oswald told the FBI in July 1962, just after he returmed to the United
States, that he had been interviewed by the MVD only tirice, once when he
first came to Russia and once just before he departed. If true, this
tends to confirm what Nosenko states; the outgoing interview may have
been pert of the attempt to ascertain whether Marina had had any kind of

access to ?glassified” information, Ve have asked the CIA to camment

won this point, and its response is as follows:

5 TOP-SECREE=-
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"6, So far as we are able to determine, there is
no Soviet law which would prevent a Soviet citizen CE27¢,

married to a foreign national from accompanying his
or her spouse from the USSR. This situation is also
belicved to have exdisted at the time of the OSWALDS!
departure from the Soviet Union in 1962, In practice,
however, permission for a Soviel wife to accompany
her foreign national husband abroad is rarely given.
In almost every case available for our review, the
foreign national was obliged to depart the USSR alone
and either return to escort his wife out, or arrange
for her exit while he was still abroad. In some
cases, the wife was never granted pernission to
leave. The majority of cases revicwed involve
foreign students, exchange teachers, and other
relatively transient persons, end while a number
of cases have cerbtain points in caimon, they bear
1ittle sinilarity to the OSITALD case; none involved
a defector who married prior to repatriating.
]
"7. The time lapse involved in Soviet processing cED 2
of the OSUALDs' departure documentation appears t ~

UOT3ODTT0D WAL VKdoo'eouaza;au

v0
be normal. Marina began assembling the documents
necessary for an exdt visa in Hay 1961, and both
OSHALDs actually applied on 20 Augzust 1961, ac-
cording to Marina's statement and OSWATS's diary.
Marina's exit visa was issued abt the time her new
passport was issued, 11 Jamuary 1962, although she
had been informed by Soviet authorities about 1
Jenuery 1962 that the visa would be issued. Lee
0S7ALD!'s exit visa was not issued until 22 May 1962,
though he, too, apparcently had been told in ecarly
Jenuary 1962 that the visa would be granted. The
time lepse between actual application and notice
of epproval wes over four months, By way of com-
parison, ccae Soviel wives have been held in the
USSR for ycars, while in two specific cases ine-
volving Swedish national husbands, the Soviet
wives were processed out in less than four

(e€z o¥) WOSH
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The Department of State 's corments on this issue are:

A, At the time that Lee Harvey Oswald and
Marina Oswald left Russia for the United States
was it legal and normal under Soviet law and
practice for a Russian national married to an
American to be able to accompany him back to
his homeland?

MISUER - The Department lmows of many
marriaces in the Soviet Union between
Anerican citizens and Soviet citizens.
Most of these involved an American citi-
zen husband and a Soviet citizen vife,
Such marriages since World Var II have
mostly involved American newspaner CoI-—
respondents, imerican businessmen and
tourists, and, in a few instances, en-
ployess of the Anerican Govermment, In
practically a1l of these' cases the husband
renained in the Soviet TUnion until his

 Soviet wife was given permission to ac-

company him to the United States.

In the immediate post-war period there
were aoout fifteen marriages in which the
wife had been waiting for many years for
a Soviet exdit permit., After the death of
Stalin the Soviet Govermacnt showed a dis-
position to settle these cases, In the
swmer of 1953 permission was Diven for
all of this group of Soviet citizen wives
TO0 accompany vheir Americen citizen hus-
bands to the United States

» ,
Since this group was given permission to
leave the Soviet Union, there have been
fron time to time marriages in the Soviet
Union of American citizens and Soviet citi-
zens. With one exception, it is our under-
svanding that all of the Soviet citizens
involved have been given permission to

~emigrate to the United States after 1-»“1-,3118
periods which were, in some cases, from three

to six months and in others much longer.

’*"zf) A SECRET:
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B. VWas the rgopidity with which Lee Harvey Oswald
vas able to accomplish his return and Marina's re-
turn to the United States in any way unusual?

AVSWER ~ It does not appear to us that

Firs. Oswald's Soviet exit visa application
was acted upon with unusual rapidity. On
July 15, 1961 Oswald and his wife applied
for Soviet exdit visas. On October L, 1961
Oswald informed the Embassy that he still
had not gotten exit visas and requested
Ambassador Thompson!s intervention on his
behalf, He related that there had been
continuing atterpts to intimidate his wife,
apparently with the idea of forcing her to
give up her plans to go to the United States.
On November 1, 1961 Oswald told the Embassy
that he had gone repeatedly to the iinsk
officials but still had not been granted
exit visas for himself anfl his wife. In
January 1962, practically six months aftex
the date of application (July 15, 1961),
Oswald and his wife were granted Soviet exdit
visas.

It is difficult to gensralize on the length of
time reguired for Soviet action in such cases.
There is no discerinible pattern which we can find
in the Soviet Govermment!s handling of exdt visa
cases, The issuance of such visas is apparcntly
subject to rather arbitrary oificial action. In
scme periods it has seemed related to the politi-
cal climate between the Soviet Union and the
forcign spouse's couvniry, althoucgh this has nov
2lvays been the case. In our view, for example,
the issuance of exit visas in 1953 to the grow
of wives of Anerican citizens mentioned above
wes undoubtedly part of an efforv by the Soviet
Goverrment to create a favorable atmosphere be-
tween our two govermments.

In the most recent case of this type a Soviet
women married an American citizen in December
1963 and received an exit visa zbout two nonbths

‘later. Such marriages cannot take place in the

Soviet Union without permission of the Soviet
Govermment, It scems probable that permission

~to marry in such cases is almost always tenta-

mount to a favorable future decision to grent an
erdt visa since the American citizen is rcouired
to state his intention to bring his Soviet spouse
back to the United Stales.

FOR-SECRET:
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Since Ozwrald came to the Sovist Urdon as a
defector, hovyever, he wag in 2 sorouiiav
u_v,fiev'c*l, situation., It is cwxr jidgaens
that the Soviet Goverrmentls raniing of
pernission to his wife to leave the couwntz
was nobt considered 2 routine mattcr. Ve do
have detailed information conserning anocther
fmerican defector, Robert Ediard Vebster, lHis
case 15 sanevhal d1 Tferent siace he cctually
obta;nﬂd Soviﬂt citizenship 21d wWs nob, there-
Tore, sified as "stabcless.!
Rohert Edvard Vebster was an armleyee of the
Rand Development Corporation assirned to work
e5 o plastics enmginesr at the fmerican National
Exhibit in Moscow in the swmer of 1959. He in-
forned the Embas 7 on Seote"b= 3C, 1959, that he
hod decidad ‘o steay in the USSR ard work,.When
intervi m"cl in the p*escnce of a foviet official
on Octover 17, 1959 he said h: hac. "jpl*.ed for
Soviet citizenship about July, 1989 and had been
notified officially that Soviat citizenship had
been granted by Decree of the Supreme Sovieb.

Ve received a Soviet internal citizenl!s massport

on Scptember 21, 1959 and the Imb:csy subaitvted
to the Department a Certifica’e oi’ Loss of
Citizenship covering 'hTebs‘c,erx st:Tus,

On March 3, 1960 Vebster infomed his father
he would like to return hame md hat he had
vritten to the Embassy about this but has re-
ceived no reply. Vebster called ¢t the Zmbes

on ¥ay L, 1960 and thereafter retirned to his

- residence in Lenjr@‘ad. He ajplied For an

exit visa on August 5, 1960 aad wis informed,
on October 2L, 1960 that his application had
been refused, but that he could reapply after
one year S : :

On March 9, 1962 the Embassy eceived a Soviet foreign
passport (i.e., Soviet civizen's ‘CESS‘pOT"t for trevel
abroad) together with an e:dt visz for Vebster. A
delay ensued while Websterts U, S. visa zpplication
was being processed - He was in ccmmunication with
the Xmbassy by © ’.Lep"lonn but after the visit on

Hay L, 1900 he did not visit the EImbassy until

Hay 8, 1902 vhen he came to geb his final papers.
He ‘told the Embassy during the interview that "he
was not left alone" after he had informed his |
femily by letter ebout his desire to return hoze.
He left the Soviet Union lMay 15, 1962,

- —
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In comparison to Oswald, it toold Reoert Vedbster
yveor and nine moaths to get permiscion o leave
the Soviet Union. . His casze dilfcere in that he
had been granted Soviet citizensnip and was en-
ployed in an industry, plastics, fcr which his
sikcills were parsizulorly desired by tha Soviet
outhoritics. His case was 2lso canplicated by
the fact that he hod deserted his fmericon wrife
and two children to live with a divorced Soviet |
Tranan vho bore his chiid before his return to
the U. S. ' '

C. If possible we would appreciabz a memorandum fram you
on the normal Soviet procedures in similar cases and the
usual time periods involved, covering Ttotill emigration
fran Ruscia to the United States ond emigration froo

Russia generally.

\NSTR ~ The Soviebt Govérnment is generally
oppoced to emigravion of its citizens to
foreign countries. Apparently the Soviet
Govermment gives consideration to granting
exit permits for the purpose of emigravion
to the United States only when the zpplicants
wish o join members of their family.

Tor mary years it has been extrenely difficult
for Soviet citizens to obtein permissioca to
Jeave the Soviet Union to Jjoin relatives in
the United States. In the 1930's 2 few such
cases reccived favorable consideration, bubt it
vas only in the latter part of 1959 that the
Soviet Union began issuing a nwiber of exdt
visas in such cases. Since 1959 epproximately
800 Soviet relatives of American citizens have
received exit visas, This mumber, of course,
is quite small campared to the numter of those
Soviet citizens who wich to come to the United
States to Join their relatives here.

' Those who have been successful in obtaining
exit visas were usuelly subjecved To long
delzys bafore any action was taken on their
epplications, uvnlike those cases of American
citizens who marry Soviet citizens while

- temporarily residing in the USSR.

In regard to emigration from Russiz to other

countries, ve know that Soviet exilt visas have

been issued to persons desiring to join rela-
tives in Frence, England, and other Burcpean
countries, but we have very little information

concerning the details of such emigration.
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G. The Oswalds! contacts with the Soviet

Imbassy in Vashington, D. C., after they

took up residence in the United States.

Soon after the Oswalds reached the United States in June
1962 they made contact with the Soviet Embassy in Washington. Soviet
law required Marina, as a Soviet citizen living abroad, to contact ker
navion's Embassy and file with it certajn forms. Latery the contact
vas continued when the Oswalds sought permission to return to the
Sox"/iet Union. The first such request was a letlter written by lMarina

on February 17, 1963, She wrote that she wished to return to Russia,

but that her husband would stay because "He is an American by nationality.,"

She was informed on March 8, 1963 that it would teke from 5 to 6 months to,

process the application. Later, Oswald made application to return with
her, : '

On April 10, 1963, soncbody fired a rifle at General Edwin
B. Walker in his home in Dallas. We now have fairly good evidence that
the man vho fired the rifle was Lee Harvey Oswald.' An undated note weas
found after the assassination which, according to lMarina, was left for
her by her husband al the time he shot at Wallker. A tremslevion of that

note has been attached to this memorandum. The purpose of the note seems-

to have been to serve as a gulde to Marina as to what to do and where to

look for help if Oswald was caught in the assassination attempt. The
second paragréph of the nove mentions the "Embassy," and since this
presumably means that the Soviet Ewbassy in Vashington, D. C., that

paragraph is Here quobed:

i Y

TU6T3991100 AL ‘Adoo sousxsyoy

(ggz od) WOSH



(/'\

b w e ih

—FOP-SFARETS !

76 /

"Send the information as to what has
happened to me to the Embassy and in- |
clude newspaper clippings (should there
be anything about me in the newspapers).
I believe that the Embassy will come
quickly to your assistance on learning
everything."

The Soviet Union has made available to us what purports to
be all of the camunications between the Oswalds and the Russian Embassy
in the United States., This material has been checked for codes and none

has been detected. Ixcept for the last letter which Oswald wrote to the

 Soviet Inbassy, wnich will be discussed . below, there is no material

vhich gives any reason for suspicion. On April 13, 1963, the Soviet

Union did ask Marina for her reason for wanting to return to the Soviet
Union and suggested she visit the Embassy in Washington to discuss the
matter. It is arguable that this reguest was strange, since she wes a

Soviet civizen and her passport was limited in time; however, there were

certainly some reasonable grounds for requesting a face-to-face discussion,

for example, whether her husband and children would be permitted to
accammany her,

As will be discussed in more detail later, Oswald was in
Mexico fro%n;Septeznber 26, 1963 until October 3, 1963, and while in
lexdco Cit:ym her made several visits to the Cuban and Soviet Etnbaséies.
laxrdina has __jbestified that Oswald told her that the purpose of the trip
vas to tryi _1::0 reach Cuba by way of Mexico, thereby cvading the American
legal prohifgi’bj._ggls against such travél. He was very concerned that both
the trip 1tée]i‘ and his puxrpose in going be kept strictly secret and

cautioned lMarina accordingly. Marina never admitted she had prior

knowledge of the trip until sdmost three months after the assassinatioq,

 =TOR=SECRET=
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vhen she testified to the Camission that, as just related, Oswald

had told her that he was going and why. The few witensses we have who
spoke with Oswald while he was on a bus going to Madico City confirm what
Marina has stated, that Oswald!s intent was to evade the travel ban by
reaching Cuba by way of Mexico,

The Mexican law-enforcement authorities and the CIA and FEI
have all carried on extensive inves’t;,igations withii Mexico of Lee Harvey
Oswaldl's activities there., These three groups hav: produced evidence
vhich appears quite firm that when Oswald apprared at the Cuban and
Soviet Embassies he told them that his destinztion was Russia, not
Cuba, and that he only wanted en "in-transit" visa for Cuba in order that
he might visit that country on his wey to the Sovizt Uniori. VYhen he
visited these embassies he carried with him newspajder clippings, letters

and various documents (same forged by himseif) pwriorting to show that

he vas a "friend of Cuba." With these papers, and with his proven record

of previous residence in the Soviet Union and marriage to a Soviet nztionzl,

FUOTIDBTT0D AL ‘Adoo souszaysy

he tried to curry favor with both embassies, but tae attempt seeminzgly

T -
failed.

|

(ecz o4) voSH

and Marina has’
testified that when she first saw him after his return to the United
States he was discouraged and convinced that le woild never reach Cuba.
When questioned on the discrepancy betwe:n his telling her
that he wanted to get to Cuba and his telling the Juban and Russian —

Embassies that his ultimate destination was Rissia, Marina answered
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that his statements to the embassies were deccptions, and she addegi that
he had told her afier he returned something about his attempts to fool
the officials in lMexdco City. Apparently, his real intent was that if
he could reach Cuba "on the way to Russia" he would simply stop there,

prove his "friendship" for the Castro regime and then go through sub-

stantially the same ldnd of defection end shift of allegiance to a foreign

power he had performed in Moscow in 1959. Marina's testimony on this
point is sameuhat confused, however. She is nol clear on details,
In any event, among the documents turned over to the United

tates by the Soviet Union after the assassination of the President,

— included in the file purporting to be the entire correspondence between

the Oswalds and the Soviet Embassy in Washington, D. C., was the following

letter dated November 9, 1963:
"Dear sirs;

"This is to inform you of recent events sincem
1y meetings with camrade Kostin in the Dnba°sy 0f the Soviet
Union, Mexico City, Mexdico.

T was unable to remein in Mexdico indefinily because
of my mexdcan visa restrictions vhich was for 15 deys only.
I could notv tale a chance on‘reguesting a now visa unless
I uscd my real name, so I retured to the Urdted States.

"T had not planned to contact the Soviet embassy in lMexdco
so T,hey vere wmprepared, had I been able to reach the Soviet -
Embassy in Havana as pla.nncd the embassy there would have had

- time %o complete our business.,

=2 "0f corse the Soviel embassy was not at fault,they were,as
I say unprepared,the Cuban consulate was guilty of a gross
breach of regulations, I am glad he has since been replaced.
—-— UThe Federal Burou of Investigation is not now ,
interested in my activities in the progressive organization

. 'Fair Play For Cuba Comnittee!, of which I was secrevary in
Mew Orleans(state Louisiana) since I no longer reside in that
svate. However, the F.B.I. has visted us here in Dallas, Texas,
on November Ist. Agent James P. Hasty warned me that if I
engaged in F.P,.C.C. acvivities in Texas the F.B.I. will 2gain
take an !interresti! in me.

. ? P=SEGRER
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"This agent also 'suggested! to Marina Nichilayeva that
— : she cowld remain the the United States under F. B. I. 'pro-
(_ : tectiont, that is, she could defect fram the Soviet Unicn,

of course, I and my wife strongly protested these tact:_cs
by the notorious F.B.I..

"Please inform us of the arrival of our Soviet entrance
visas's as soon as they come.

"also, this is %o inform you of the birth on October 20,
1963 of a DAUGHTER, AUIREY MARINA OSWALD in DALLAS;TEXAS.,
to my wife,

Respecfully;
/s/ Lee H. Oswald®

The envelope bears a postmark which seems to be November 12.
Marina has 'bes“bi.fie& that Oswald made many drafts of this letter before
it was finally sent. A piece of paper w’lnich was probably one of these
drafts was found among Oswald's effects and rcads as follows: (Words
crossed out by Oswald have been put in parentheses.)
"Draft |
"Dear Sirs

"This is too inform you of (re) cevents since my
terviews with comrade Kostine in the Embassy of the
Soviet Union Mexdco City, Mexico.

"I was unzble to renain in Mexdco City (bLecanse
I considered useless) indefinity because of my (visa)
Mexican visa resvricitlons unch vuas for 15 days only.
(T had aj I could not/E357 AnEhance ror an extension
: (si) unlessI used my real name so I returned to the
~ U. S.

: "I and Marina Nicholcyeva are now living in
- ~ DaJ_'Las, Texas, (you already ha)

x ' . * uThe FBI is not now interested in my actives

in the progresg sive orgaemizabion IFPCC of which I was
D liew Qrléams W( 3
z : secretary ln (lfcwr Orleans,lon) Louisiana since (mn)

no 1onger (c:bﬂfﬂgc‘-i'fr1 cd with) that State.

- ZIGP-SECRET=
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Hosever the however) +the ¥BI has viaited us here

in Texas on liov, 1st, agent of the FBL James P. Hasty
varned me thet if I atbtarpt to engage in FPCC activities
in Texas the FET will again take an "Interesti! in me,
This agent also 'guggested! that my wife could 'remain
in the U. S. vnder FEIL protection," tha't is, ske could

efect from tha . .

refuse to return to the) Soviet Union. OF course I and
my wife strorgly protested these tactics by the notorious
F.B.IQ :

(It was unfortun that the Soviet Imbassy was unable
to aid me in Mexdco City but) I had not ploored to contact

; the Mexican City Mmbassy at all so of course they were

' urprenared for me. Had I been able to reach Havana as
planned ( I could have contacted the Soviet Embassy there
for the campletion of rapid have been able to help me get
the neceary dociments I required assis®t me, ) would have
had time to assist ma2 bubt of course the (s_tuip) stuip Cuban
Consule was at fauwlt here, I'm glad he had since been
replaced by ancother.%

Information produced for the Camission by the CIA is to
the effect that the person referred to by Oswald as "canrade Kostin®
was probably a man nzmed "Kostikov! employed ostensibly as a member
of the Consular staff of the Soviet Union in lMedco City. He is
actually a KGB agent, however, as are mamy of such employees. We
have also identified the Cuban Consul referred to in Oswald!s letter
as probably Senor Eusebio Asque., This man was in fact replaced. Ve
asked the CIA to look into this and their response reads:

"Mle surmise that the references in Oswald!s 9
November letter to a man who had since been re-
placed must refer to Cuban Consul Fusibio Azque,

vho left liexico for Cuba on permanent transfer on

18 November 1963, four days before the assassination.
fzque had been in Mexdco for 18 years and it was
knovm to us a3 early as September 1963 that Azque
was to be replaced. His replacement did arrive in

Scptember. Azque was scheduled to leave in October
but did not leave urtil 18 November.

Tooztsaney
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Mle do not lmow vho might have told Oswald that

Azque or amy dher Cuban had been or was to be

replaced, but we speculate that Silvia Duran

or same Soviel official might have mentioned it

if Oswald complained about Azquels altercation

with him,"

Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko, the recent Soviet defecvor from the

KGB, has stated that the first word which the Moscow KGB had of Oswald!s
actions or vhereabouts after he left the Soviet Union was when the
Sovietd Enbassy in Mexico City telegramed that Oswald has appeared there

and requested a visa to the Soviet Union. Nosenko did nov so testify
) 3

but probably such a telegram would have gone from lexdico City to Washington,

D. C., and fran there to Moscow. Oswald'himself mentioned several times
that the Soviet Erbassy had promised to send a telegram containing his
request for a visa,' so this checks out. When lNosenko was asked why the
IIGE had received no notice of Oswald's and Marinals prior convacus with
the Soviet Embassy in '\-Iasklhgton, he énswered that he did not actually
Inow, but fram his knowledge of the routine i‘o]lowefl in such cases he
suggested that the Soviet Embassy itself may simply have turned dowm
the Oswalds! visa applicé.tion and not bothzred Moscow with cuestions

about the rmaetter. Presuwmably, theraefore, the Mexican Imbassy seat a

wire to Vashington because it did not have the file on Oswald, as

did I'Ias}ﬁng‘b'on, and so did not have a basis for irmediately turning

his application down or, what could also be possible, the Mexican Embassy

was subservient in these matters to the Washington Enbassy and there-

fore would roubinely have ‘asked for the decision of the lattcer on such a

point. Possibly also, Oswald!s personal appcarance was deened a matter

of same importance and therefore worthy of being communicated to Moscow,

=TOP-SECRET=.
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vhereas his and Marinals simply writing letters to Washington was
considered routine. Nosenko also opined that Oswald would never

have been readmitted to the Soviet Unlon, no matter how lonz he had
persisted in trying. He said that prior to the assassination, Marina
and her children probably would have been permitted to come back alone;
the assassination, of course, has made this less clear.

The principal question raised by all this is, of course,

. What is the meaning of Oswaldls apparently garbled letter to the

Embassy of November 9, 19637 Marina was asked to explain the letter
and, after a few attempts, gave up with the remark that it was "crazy .4
Same light on its possible meaning can perhaps be shed by camparing it

with the early draft., To the extent that the draft differs fram the

final document, and especially when crossed-out words are teken into

account, one gets the impression that Oswald was intentionally obfuscating
the true state of affairs in order to meke his trip to lexdico sound as
mysterious and important as possible. For exarple, the first sentence
in the second paragraph of the letter itself reads,
T pas unable to remain in liexico

indefinily because of ny merdcan visa

restrictions which was for 15 days only. n
The szme sentence in the draft begins, before the words were crossed out,

1T was unable to ramain in Mexdco
City because I considered useless ..."

As already mentioned, we have fairly good evidence that Oswald!s

i

trip to Mexd.co was-:lndeed."u'seless” and that he returned to Texas with the

.....EOE—-SECKL.
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conviction that it had been so, Similarly, in the last paragraph

i
Oswald says that an FBI agent suggested to Marina that she "could
defect fram the Soviet Union." In the draft, this was first written that
the agent suggested that she could "refuse to return to the Soviet Union."
The word, "defect," was probably inserted to give emotional Impact.

It might be argued that the Russians would not have turned this
letter over to us voluntarily if they had any reason to believe that it
could be used as evidence against them, However, we have Nosenko's own
testimony that in Russia it is standard procedure for the secret police
_to imtercept all mail addressed to the Amqrican Embassy, and it there-
fore does not seem unlikely that the Soviets assumed the same thing was
being done in the United States. With this in mind, they probably be-
lieved that the FBI had already read this letter when it was sent, and
so they gave it to us "voluntarily" to earn whatever credit they could for
having done so. We believe that the letter should be judged without
reference to the fact that it was Yvoluntarily™ Lurned over to the'
Cczmission,

The‘lcbter vndoubtedly constitutes a disturbing bit
of evidence aand will probably never be fully explained. In our
opinion, based upon vhat we have learned of Oswald's character in
general and,.in particulér, upon what we believe to have been his
‘mounting desperation to escape the camplexities of life in the United
States by going to Cuba or, failing that, back to Russia, we think that
the 1etter'c;gstitutes no more than a desperate,.somewhaf illiteféfe and

deranged atféﬁpt to facilitate his family?'s return to the Soviet Russia.

=T OP-SECRET=
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He scans to have written 1% in the hope that by inferring that hs had
samchow been Min on' some secr&, and mysterious dea]j.ngs involving the
Sovict Emboscy in Mexdco, some benefit, however small, could be calveged
fran the otherwise total failure of that trip. |

H. Turi Ivanovicn Nosenko

In fi:brua.”y 196, Yuri Ivanovich.Noscn’-_co asted for asylum in
the United States. His position in the Soviet Urnion i:as that of 2 high
official with the XGB, and he was attending a conizrence in Géneva at
the time of his escape., In the course of his interrogavion by the CIA,
it turned oub that he had lmowledge of Oswald. His tesiimony in respect
to Oswald was given to representatives of the FBI .nd passed on by the
Burcau to us. A copy of thé Pureau's final repoft on Nosenko is autached
to this rmemorandun, Nosenkol's refercence to Oswaldls Intourist guide and
uhis" irpressions and evaluations of Oswald shrculd probadly be to Ther®
impressions and evaluations, since we lmow frem other sources that the
guide vas i)robébly a woman, Rima Shirolova. |

The FEI summary of the statements oi Nos:nko, if true, would

certainly go a long way towards showing that the Soviet Union had ro

part in the assessination. However, one cannct bus be struck by the rare
coincidence betwesen the sudden notorie'tj‘df Lee Ha':vvey Oswald znd the fact
that a Soviet official wno defects:__'bxxms out to bé a men with primary
knowledge about Oswald. If, after the CIA opinion has been formed,
doubts still exist with respect -"bo the authenticit;_r ‘and sincerity of
Nosenko, then the Coumission must face ‘bhe‘ve:"j:ig juesvion of vhy the
Soviet Union c'riose this method to place this tiafomation” in the hznd

of the United States. In our opinion, Nosenko shoild be asked to testify
to the Camission as soon as the CIA has completed its evaluatian of him,
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L. Documcentation furnisched by the

Soviet Govermment at our request e
R
In the latter part of Harch the Department of State, at our _ —_

request, handed Ambassador Dobrynin a lebter from Hr. Chief Justice

Earl Varren to Secretary of State Dean Rusk requesting thav the Soviet

Union furnish the Commission with "further details of his ZOsx»zald’_s_]

L
activities during his residence in the Soviet Union, including copies of : »'-»"”:
any official records wnich the Soviet authorities may find it possible to '
supply.! The levter went on to describe seven aveas of particular in-
terest to the Commission. A copy of the letter has been attached to this -E

' 0

3 sha}

memorandum so thabt the description of the areas of particular interest

s felt to he desirable. '—

He

can be rcad in detail if this
vne Soviet Govermmenv has been received. It !

is difficult to assess the exttent to which it has cowplied in good faith.

UOT3081100 Hdr ‘Ados sous

Sone records wuhich might have been given to us have not becen, but in some g
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ceses this could very well be because they arc no louger in cidisuvence, o
‘TFor example, no epplication for a tourist visa made in Helsinicl, Finland, e
| e
on or about Ochober 1, 1959 was forwuvded to us despite the fact that we = da
" A
specifically requested documents of this type; but it is entirely possible ’ ‘:;".:'.3’%
that in the more than four years wivich elapsed betucen the time wnen L e
W

Oswald filled out this very routine document and the time of the assassina- M
. '--. - ¥

tion, it was destroyed in the ordinary course, There are otner deficicncies SR

in the Sovict response winich are nobt so easily ermplainad. The very last
P

paragraph of the lctter from Hr., Chief Justice Earl Verren asiisc for copies

of any stetements, before or since the assassination of President Kennedy, T —

voluntecred by Soviet citizens who imew Lee Havvey Oswald during his

s O

B Nt

b 3
AN R T



T s |
AY, AT }

~86-~ /

residency in the Soviet Union which related to one of the aforementioned
i

seven arcas of particular interest or which "might otherwise be of interest Sy
e
to the Commission." No such volunteer statements were forwarded to us by ‘

the Soviet Governmenv. A second possibly suspicious circumstance we have
observed is that a very high percentage of the signatures otvher than

Oswaldls on the docuﬂents are stated by our translators to be illegible
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5
1

s+ e ——

f_ e e —— e e e —— "" =
or mlssing. ‘ | .&'E

dvens

_si

-

|
| . .
|

This kind of vevrification has been ren dered impossible,

either accidentzlly or on purpose, in the documents given to us. Ve

b

have asked the CIA's opinion on this point, but so far have not received S
o
)

it.

UoT3d8TT0D AL ‘Ados sousiagoy

Jo. An Overall Assessacent of the

-

R

-

-
.

Ol

Likelihood of Soviet Involvcment

3

A e BN

ror

The Coumnission has been able 1o gather an impressively large

P

- .

anount of maberial on Lee Haivey Oswaldl!s life in Russia and in the
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United States after he returned from Russia, and a consideraple amount of <

- material on lMarina as well. IMuch of this has becn exemined in this
mamorandum, and over the last few months virtually all of it has been
analyzed in detail by members of the staff of the Commission o by - - - L

LY

h onc or more of tbe various invesvigzatory or intelliscnce agencies of the ‘
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Federal governmant. Our conclusion, 23 already stated, is thav 211 ths
"Russian® evidence is congistent with Lée Harvey 03wald!s having been
substantially vhat he purported to be and no more, that is, it is con-
gistent with his not being an agent of the Russian govermment.

The fact that the evidence on Oswald!s life in Russia 15 con-
sistent with the conclusion just stated is of course highly important;
hevever, this alene is not sufficient reason to conclude that Oswald was in
fact not a Russian agent. A high proportion of 211 the evidence ca Lee
Hervey Oswald which relates to his travel to and 1ife in Russia derives
fran sources that could have been fabricated or othervise falsified. Tha
nain sources of such evidence.are his-own statements after he returned to
the United States, the letters he wrote from Russia to members of his
family, Marina's statements to friends after she ceme to America znd her
testimony to the Cammission, and all sorts of writings and documents
dating fram the Russian period or shortly thereafter. All of these
sources could have been put together by the KGB or be the result of its
careful "coaching."

The guestion therefore rises, How are we to access vhether
or not what we know as Osweldls "real 1ife" is not just a "1egend"‘designed
by the KGB and cqnéistently lived oubt by Oswald thereafter? TYuri Ivanovich
Nosenko, 1f he is sincere, would provide a conclusive answer; namely, that
what we know is the truth and not a legend. Unfortunéte]y, the CIA cannot
give us quite the assurance of Nosenko's reliability that we would need to
rely solely upon his ‘testimdrﬁ/; Ve are therefore forced to fall back
upon Oswald himself, and ask, from 211 we have learned 2bout him --

literally fram his infancy until the day of his death -~ whether he was

—TGPSEERET
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the kind of man who could successfully have lived out such a legend,
Our conclusion is that in all probability he could not. |

The picture of Oswald that emerges from &ll of the evidence -
the staff has gathered is that of a man of average or possibly better than
average intelligence, but with a mind that was confused, dogmatic, and
unused to the discipline of logical thought. For example, his politicaCL
writings, when read closely, are scen to be 1ittle more than a ;;eries of

vague assertions that something or other "must! be done in this vay or

“that way. The spelling and gramar are uniformly bad., Some of Oswald's

. Iemploy“ers found him %o be an adequate worker; these scem to have been

those who used him i‘or very unskilled work. On more responsible jobs he
did not fare as f-rell. Vhen he worked for the William B. Rellly Campany
as a mechanic he was very unsatisfactory. The instructions hé wrote out
for his own guidance on the job are almost totally un-understandable, and
the employer has stated that Oswald!s reports were just as bad. He seems
t‘o'have been overly resentful of orders or corrections given him by his -
supervisors on the job. This last characteristic also manifested itself
during his service in the Marine Corps. (On one relatively skilled job,
however, he seccms to have performed reascnably well. In the early part
of 1963 he i:__orke_d__ in the photographic Department for the Jeguars-Childs- -
Stovall Comparry and got along relatively well. He was discharged after
a few mon‘b_l}s because the companjr found it necessary to let same of its

workers go:a}ld chose Oswald rather than other men they had taken on at

about the same 'bn.me because he did not get along with his fellow workers

very well-)_ : :'-i
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His sénse of the practical scems to have been deficient. For
exaz/nple, he always fashioned himself a potential leader and resented
the fact that circumstances compelled him to do menial work. TYet he
never took the necessary steps to camplete his high school education and
obtain a diploma, so that he might be hired for a better job and utilize

the normal skills possessed by a high school graduate. Likewise, he never

made eny serious attempts to acquire any kind of post-high school education.

He made one of two tries at setting himself up as a Russian interpreter
or translator but apparently never pursucd tﬁe matter very far. So far
as we ¥now he never earned a penny in either capacity. For several weeks
in the late swmer of 1963 he occupied hi;self with an elaborate scheme for
hijacking an airplane to Cuba, and at one time he was trying to work
Marina and the baby into the plan as well, Scame time during 1963 he told
Marina he would one day be the npremier" of Cuba and became angry when
she chided him for such an impractical ambition.
In sum, we believe that Oswald did not have any subtleness of
mind, that he lacked a good understanding of human nature and that he had
. an unsteble and neurotic character. ¥e do not beiieve ‘that such a nan
could have lived out a "legend" so successfully that the coubined resources
of the Camission, the Secret Service, CIA and the FBIL could not have -
uncovered major discrepancies in it.: ¢ |

TII. Involvement by Cuba.

Our Suspicion that the Cuban goverrment might have been involved

in the zssassination is based wpon four facts., First, Lee harvey Oswald = -

publicly identified himself with the Fair Play For Cuba Comaittee and was'

an avowed admirer of the Castro govermment. Second, shortly before the

ZTOP-SECRET=.
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