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CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, the meeting is open, 1 have
brought Justice Reed over to administer our oath,

JUSTICE REED: Would each of you hold up your right bhand?

_(At this point all members of the Commission stood and

raised thelr right hands, )

JUSTICE REED: I will support and defend the Comstitution
of the United States against all enemies foreign and domestiic aand
I will bear frue faith of allegiance to same, I take this obligatior
freely, without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion, and
I wiil well and faithfully discharge the duties of the office which
I am about to enter, so0 help you God, .

(Chorus of "So help me God.")

CHAIRNAN: We'll sign them, Stanley, and we'll send them
over to you, Thank you very much; Stanley.

(At this noint, approximately 3:05.PM, Justice Rced left

the contference room. )

CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, I have tried to make up a little
agenda here.. We have had to make it on the run because we have
been in a running operation here and we have been putting things on
a8 they come to us, Gentlemen, I want to say tuat Wr, Rankipn was
able to accépt our offer to become General Couasel of our Commissioa
and he's beén with me most of the time since our last weeting and
we hnove been trying to tend to the housekeepinz part of this thing
8o we will be in business,

I have no report of the minutes of the prior mectings as yet
becanse they have not yet been writtemn up. 1 have ashked the Attorans
General to write them up and send them to ue and then we can have
them zpproved at a later date,

As rngards Number Three on the ageﬁda, we hove rfourd some

quarters which, I think, you will fiad are nearly ideal Inr our



purposes, They are located on tne fourth floor of this little
Veterans of Foreign Vars building, just a block or two away from
here. The Government has leased ten thousand square feet of space
in there, Thcy have some other people in there but they were able
to move then to give us the entire fourth floor of the building,
an¢ if we should need more space they tell us that they can give
it to us on the floor below it, It is a brand new building. It's
as clean as thistle and in all respects, I think, is adequate. We
have a room on the fourth floor.that is large enough for our
Comrission meetings, and if we need more space for more people to
be in the room at ore time we can use the meeting room of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. They use i% very seldom and tkey have
said we can use that. This will give you aa idea of the size of
it. It will set up to two hundreh peoale, in addition to the
Comnmission, or we can divide it off i1anto three rooms., So I think
we havez every facility that we nced over there. We bave office
space fm those whu are out of the city, Mr. Dulles and Mr. icCloy.
I think all told that they are about as nice quarters as we can
-get. They ﬁre close to everybody.

We only have ope problem, Ve have a litile nroblem of
parking there. Senator, the pariking lot of the new Senate duildin
i5 directly across the utreet, and I wonder if we can get a little
space for some of our necple, I'm told you have a large lot there
and all of it is anot used.

S€EN. RUSSFLL: I'm sure it can be arrapged. If there is
no urusual numkter i'm sure *aat can b2 crranged., 1'd lile to know
how many spaces we'll aced. _

CHAIRMAN: We'll find ouf and let you know, The reason

it's essential for us to have some space is that “here are no othe:




places around there possible for more parking space, and we're in
the winter season. It gets dark now about four-thirty or five
o'clock, and I'm just afraid to have our women cmployees moving
around that part of our city in the dark. . I don't even let them
go from our building over to our parking lot, which is a block away
without officers being stationed there to look in their cars when
they get there to see that there is no one around. I think you have
had some experiouce.

SEN, RUSSELL: I think we have a policeman on duty at
all *imes,

CHAIRMAN: Yes., So, if you like, the offices are open.
Vie're in business over there. If we have time, and you'd }ike to
do it, I'd like to aave you go over and see it this afternoon, at
the ceonclusion of tne meeting. Are you in agreement that tka place
and everything is acceptable?

RﬁP. FCGRD: I so move, if you want a rcsolution,

SEN, BUSSZLL: I second it.

CHAXIRMAN: 1Is there any further discussion?

(No response, )

CHAIRMAN: All in favor say "Aye'"?

(Chorus of "Ayes. ")

CHATRMAN: Conirary minded?

(No response.) -

CHAIRMAN: The "Ayes' have it,

PEP, ROGGS3: What's the addressv

CHAIRNAN: 2090 Naryland Averue,

KED®, BCGGS: Tuat's right near the new Senate building,

CHATKVMAN: ARight azrnsg the street frem ix..

MR, RANKIN: Do you want to give them the telenlione

pumber?



CHAIRMAN: 961-3365.

MR, RANKIN: We are going to have a switchboard put in
so that we can take calls,

CHAIRMAN: Ve're in business over there, Now,it's set up
with new furniture for us. We have an office manager. GSA sent
one to us, BHe's on duty this morning, We have an expert on files,
who we got from Mr, Grover, the archivist, These people should
kncw the filing business about as well as anyone I'm told, and he
says tﬁis is one of his very best men. Mr. Rankin is there with
his secretary., And we have an arrangement nade with GSA so we can
borrow cur secretﬁrial help. .

SEN, RUSSELL: Mr. Chief Justice, that brings to mind the
matter of the reporter, Will we.utilize the Department of Justice
reporiers all the way through or are we suppesed to get other
reporiers irom some of the reporting agencies,

CiHAIRMAN: ifr. Rankin and I were talkiag about that
today. We came to the conclusion that we would suggest to you
that we get a reportiag agency of our own.

SEN., RUSSELL: I think that would be highly advisable,
where we can, At least we won't be criticized for things that
cculd be broughtiin, as so olten hLappens,

SEMN, COOPER: What worries me is the security,

CHAIR#AN: There will Be a man, Before we get to that
nay we just finish this about the reporters. Do any of you know
reporting systems which should be used? After we got through
telking to Mr, Katzeahach tuday he meationed some firm, Perhagps
you would kuow it from your legislative comnittees. I con't krow.

MR, DULLES: Therc's a good ore in th2 Armad Services.

3EN. R[UGSELL: VWara and Paui. We Lad tlem during the

MwcArthvr huaring, They're very good, 1I'm not trying to sell




anyone, There are two or three different ones up on the Hill,

MR, RANKIN: Someone recommended the Alderson firm.

CHAIRMAN: Do any of you know that firm? Suppose Senator,
you know these people, you have had a little more experience than
any of us, suppose you let us know which one would be best to use.

SEN, RUSSELL: They all use practicaily the same system,
if they're all cleared. Of course, our people have to have the
very highest clearance over there,

CHAIRMAN: Who does your work over fhere?

SZN, RUSTELL: I think it's Vard and Paul,

MR, DULLES; That'’s familia{ to ne.

SEN, RUSSELL: They have been doing it ever since the
Armed Services Committee was organized,

CHAIRMAN: Do any of the rest of you know any repcrting
firms? I don't know =z reporting firm in the city. My recommendi-
tion wouldn't be wortih anything. Will you be saltisfied with that
firm?

SEN, RUSSELL: Yes, indeed. I know they're topfiight.
The Appropriatious Cowmittee has a different firm. U think they're
practically all cleared., I know this firm is clezred, Ve have
scne of the.most éensitive hearings on the Hill and there have
been no leaks at o1l.

CEAIRWAN: * Is it agreeable to the rest of you to take
tke firm, whataver firm it is, that the Armed Services Committee
has?

SFEN, COOPER: I so move,

SLN, RUSSELL: I wculd prefer to bave.some staff get
in touck witk ther. and have them see Mr, Rankin, Xf that is

agreeable 1'11 {ell them to get in touch with My, Paakin,



CHAIRMAN: Is that agreeable witl everyone? Very well,
that will be done, and Mr. Rankin, you have the power to act after
you discuss it with Senator Russell.

So 1 thirk that 18 about all we have on the housekeeping
affairs. Can you think of anything? |

MR, RANKIN: The question was asked about security
clearance,

SEN, COOPER: Files, for example.

CHAIRMAN: Yes?

SEN, COOFER: You have to go in and get them, I suppose,
go down there and get what you want to read and return it. Vhat
about the securlty investigation on whoever keeps those files?

CIIAIRMAN: Vell, of counse, we wouldn’t have anyone in
there whoAdoesn't have full clearance on top secret matters handling
those files. WVe'll go through the Department of Justice and GSA
on that. 1I'm hopeful that we won't have to have any invesfigations
made, tkat we can borrew all of those people who have been already
cleared, so that it won't take any time to do it, I would think,
from what I've heard, that could be done, Apd then we have this
vhole floor, as I've told vou, and GSA said they would have g guard
op that floor twenty-four hours a day. So I thipnk wo're in pretty
good shape from that standpoint, John., Does that answer your
question? .

SEN, COOPER: Yes.

MR, MC CLOY: When you take those documents cut, for
exannie, tliey have a regular procedure. 1 wish they would do that,.
In my cffice they sent up somebody .and they prescribed the type
safe to have and vhere it shkould be located, and maybe you- want to

do the same thiug,.




MR, DULLES: I have a safe that meets tbe aqualifications.
I don't have a guard. I don't think that's necessary.

CHAIRMAN! Y suppose we all have safes, most of us that
are in the Govermment service,

SEN, RUSSELL: I only have a file safe. The only thing
I have is a guard on duty, He's on cuty tvanty-four hours a day.
I don't intend to keep out anything that is essential,

SEN. COOPER: For those of us that are here it is rather
simple, Ve can go to these offices, talke anything out, and return
it.

MR, MC CLOY: They bave an FBI uait up there in New York
that keeps a very close check. lots of times theoy take them back
at the end of the day and put them in their orn safe,

MR, RANKIN: We can arrange to have a locked file cabinet
in the office for you and Xr. Dulles, because you asked for
offices here, and we can arrcagd with the FBI to check out any
security.

MR, MC CLOY: That office doesn't have to be too Tormal,
Just a place to sit down,

MR, DULLES: A saopsrate office 1zn't necessary, I hava
an office here in my house.

CHAIRMAN: Very well,

MR, DULLES: I think tﬂat people that are in charge of
the files saould have Top Secret clearance, .

CHAIRMAN: Yes. Ve won't deal with anything less than

that,

M, RANKIN: And for any of the members of the Congres:
we havi a place over there where they can examine things.

MR, DULLES: Vhat sre you going to do about stenographic’
help?




CHAIRMAN: We hope to borrow all of that from secretarial
help that has been cleared. It will enable us to start right in
business; I have been given assurances that we would be able to
get secretaries, without question, from the Department of Defense,

SEN. RUSSELL: I have one suggestion, If you can, get
good ones,

MR, DULLES: I was trying to get you one from the CIA, one
whé had been in the CIA but who had to leave for materaity reasoans.
I think T can get one very quickly. |

CHAIRMAN: Vell, I would thiunk, Mr. Rankin, you can
confer with Mr, Dﬁlles if you have any difficulty getting them
from one of the departments here. But I hope we don't have to go
out into the open market and employ anybody., That I don't want
to do, 1 think it can be arranged without that,

MR. DULLES: We'li probably have to pay these, won't we?

MR, RANKIN: TUe hoye they'll be given to us.

MR. DULLES: At least somebody else. I don't know,

SEN, FORD: It might jeopardize this continuity of
employment or secvice, Allen,

CHAIRMAN: It might,

MR, DULLES: That's true.

CHAIRMAN: So I would be inclined to try to borrow them
and we'll see, if it creates any broblem we'll come back to dis-
cussing csome cther way.

Gertlzmen, you all have, I am sure, a copy of the FBI report,
We jus* got today one copy uf the State Department report, and
we're-2sking them, of course, to.make other copies and send a copy
to eac- member of the Commission. That was just handed to Mr,

Rankin shortiy before noon today.




MR. DULLES: They'll be delivered to Mr., Rankin, Will
they be held in the office for us? My copy of the FBI report got
to me all right but I was surprised. It got there in a big box
and I thought it was some more of my books, I shoved it aside and
I didn’t have it under any security at all,

MR, MC CLOY: The FBI I ithought was very particular in
giving it to me., They delivered it in person.

MR, DULLES: if they're all delivered to you then we can
pick it vp from you.

MR, RANKIN: (Nods head.)

CHAIRMAN: e have been tol@ that Mr. Rankin has been
notified by the Secret Service that they'll perbaps have their
report ir before the end of the wgek. The CIA said that it has
no big report to make but it has Some communications that it wants
to present to us and it wili do so when Mr. Rankin tells them we're
ready Zor it.

MR, DULLES: They have not seen the annexes to the FBI
report. They do not have those. Their report could only be of
value, in my opiaion, unless they have scmething eatraneous, after
they have seen the FBI repoct,

¥R, MC CLOY: But they do have something that is
extraneous, -

MR, DULLES: That we ought o get.

CHAIRMAN: Yes. ‘They have the trip down to Mexico, for
oue thing, I know, Where he went to the Cuban Embassy down there,
and possiblv soae other ageicy., So whatever ones there are that
come in to plzy we'll sece that there are copies.made for all of
you., ¢4 I think we also ongbt *o make a tormal reccommendation

of the 7Texas peonlie to send us their reports. I Lad proposed to



talk to the Attorney General this afternoom, after our neeting,
and invite him and his attorney, a man by the name of Jaworski,
who bears an excellent reputation in his State for all purposes,
and ask him to come down here and visit with us tomorrow and talk
about tke matter of liaison between the State of Texas and our
Commission, From what I have learned from the Attorney General
and from Mr, Jaworski I am satisfied that it will be forthcoming,
we can do business with them on a very fine plane.

SEN: RUSSELL: Do you'intend to ask about the police
force or just go tlrough the FBI?

CHAIRMAN: I have hoped, Seqator, that wve might be able,
as far as Texas is concerned, to deal with the Attorney General of
the State but, as you know, you'rq dealing with people who depend
upon relationships between thenm, of which I'm notv certain, and I
felt it would be better if we could deal directly with the Attorney
General of the State and get everything from him.

SEN, RUSUELL: I agree with that but I think it would
be well for us to know if there are any independent files glven
by the State Police independept from that as kept by the Dalias
Department of Police.

~7 CHAIRMAN: VWe'll ckeck that, Senator, 1If it is your
desire we'll ask all of those agencies.

SEN, RUSSELL: I think &ou're exactly right in going
through the Attorney Gerneral.

REP, B0GGS: In conrecticon with this matter, prior to
your a~rival this afteirnoon, some of us inquireq infornally if
there vas auy sezurity with respect to Mrs, Oswald, She's a
Russia. citizen. She might just take off and leave,

MR, DULWLES: I was rather worried ubout that, She's

10



been in touch with the Embassy, that we know, and of course she
night just take off and go to Mexico.

CHAIRMAN: The only thing that I heard was that the
Secret Service took her into protective custody so that pothing
would happen to her, Now, what they have done since that time I
don't know, They were afraid that something might happen to her,
as happened to her husband, so they took her to some unknown place,
I think,

REP, FORD: It would be another bad flavor, I think.

CRBAIRMAN: You're exactly right.

MR, MC CLOY: There's another wonan here that iantrigues
me and that is irs, Paine, '

MR, DULLES:A And her hquand, too. I understand there's
a report on that.

SEN, RUSSELL: There's nothing absolutely normal about
any phase of it.

CHAIRMAN: Well, gentlemen, to be very frani about it,
I have read thac report two or three times and I have not scen
anything in there yet that has not been in the niess

SEN., RUSSELL: I couldn't agree with that more. I have
read it through once very carefully, ard I went through it again
at places 1 ﬁad mei xed, and practically everything in there has
coeme out ia éhe press at one time or another, a bit here and a bit
there.

MK, DUYLLES: Some of the details of the annexes are not
in the 2oe2ss.

SLCN, RUSSELL: That's true.

MR, DOULIES: I wich we could get from the FBI more
readable aunexes. There are tihree, four, or five anaexes there

ard I thiak thzy ought to assume the responsibility of writing them

11



So we can read them,

REP, FORD: I agree with you. I've had a terrible time
trying to read some of the notes of Oswald and I think that, as a
convenience to us, it would be very helpful if it was typewritten
up so thrt it would be very readable,

MR. DULLIS: His handwriting is very hard to dicipher,
They do a better job of diciphering the handwriting than we do.

MR. MC CLOY: I thiank that you've got to bear in mind
that the& were under pressure to get this to us, and this only
purports to be a surmary, The grammar is bad and you can sze they
did not polish it all up. It does leave yo1 some loopnoles in this
thing but I think you have to realize they put this thing together
very fast.

RE?, BOGGS: There's nothing in there about Governor
Connallv. ‘

CiAIRMAN: No,

SEN. COOPIR: And whether or not they fouad any bullets
in him, |

MR, MC CLOY: This bullet business leaves me confused.

CHAIRMAW: 1It's totally inconclusive, -

SiZN, RUSSELL: They couidn't find where one bullet care
vut that struck the Presideat and yet they found a bullet in the
stretcher,

MR, MC CLOY: I thick you ought to have the autopsy
cocuments,

CIHAIRMAN: 3y all neans we ought to have the medical
reports. We ought to have them as part of this document here
because rhey might play a very ilmrortant part in it,

M. NMC CLOY: I understand tlere are two, I may be wrong

abcut this, tut there's a report in Dallas by the surgeorns who

12
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attended him there, and then there was a rather thcrough autopsy
up at Walter Reed.

REP. FORD: Bethesda.

CHAIRMAN: Yes. So if there is no objection we'll settle
for whatever medical reports there are from the several agencies.

MR, MC CLOY: Maybe we ought to ask the State Department,
if we don't get the original Mexican authorities report. The
Mexican police people got into this thing and maybe they'll give
you 2 report such as the Russians gave us, I don't know about that.
When we get the State Department report that may be an original
docum=nt to it thét we could take a lqok a*t because there are some
things developing down there that certzinly require our attention.

CHAIRMAN: VYes, I agree. with that. I have never read
the State Derpartment report and I'm sure Mr, Rankin hasn't cither
because it did not come in vime today for us to do it, but we'll
certainly do that,

MR, DULLES: The Soviet reports are entirely incomplete.
They only relate to correspondence with the Embassy. There must
be a great many ieports that they have, you know, from his diary

and so forth and so on, Wnether the State Departrent wants to

ask the Ruséians for any other material regarding him during his
sty in Russia, it seems to me we ought to give them a chance to
come forward onm that, If they refuse us, and taey probably will,
then when we puplish these diaries, and so on, it will show that
a great dsnl went on between the Soviet Government and us, only
known i Russia, unot around bere,

M, MC CLOY: I think that's a good point, Another thing

before . forget it - I did not mran to interrupt - I think we

- ought fo get the full police report oa the Valker assault because
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there was a bullet involved and it had very much the same aspects,
accurate long-distance shot. Although I know at the time they
said it was a ,30 caliber bullet, the agifference between .30 and
6.5 isn't too great and another examination of that bullet may
show different, but there must be a laboratory report on that.

CHAIRMAN: Are we ready to go to the next item, number
five. I had the feeling that, after studying this report, unless
we had the raw materials that went into the making of this report
and had an opportunity to examine those raw materials and make our
own appraisal, that any appraisal of this report would be little
or nothing, and it; therefore, occurrqd to me that we perhaps
ought to have a resolution requesting all agencies and departments
furnish all raw materials upon which the reports given to us are
based. And reports of raw materials from all developments
pertaining to this matter since the last rcports were made, In
that way we can make our own appraisal of these raw reports and
we can form what is going on from day to day in this field. If we
" should get out of one line of investigation without knowing perhaps
that it had been taken out of the picture by somethiung else that
developed later it would be a terrible waste of time and effort.
S0 I would hope that would bc done, and for ycur comnsideration I
hive preparéd a little resolution that would take care, I thought,
of that situation, Resolve that fhe Commission request at once
rom all invectigative agencies and departments of the Governmernt
rav macerials on vhich reporis to the Commission are based,
togetiu~x with all raw materials and reports concerning developments
about the work of the Cummission since the date‘of such prior
reports.

REP, BOGGS: I would adopt that.

ZN. RUSSELL: I second it.

14




MR, MC CLOY: I have one questijon about it., Does this
mean that the request would include only agencies of the Government?
Should it not perhaps cover the raw materials of the Attorney
General, the reports of thé police departments?

» CHAIRMAN: Do you want to do that? I dorn't know that
we have a right to demand that. Ve do trave, if it's necessary,
the right to demand these because the President has put it inp his
executive order, but we thought that this was coufined to the
departments of the United States Govermnment when we capitalized
the word government there, department of the Government.

MR, MC CLOY: iight you not want the other source
nmaterial, too? We have the right of subpoena that would reach
that. -
CHAIRYAN: Yes, perhaps, it's sll right with me if you
want to put it in, Maybe we ought to make it a separate resolution,

SEN, RUSSELL: I thought the Chief Justice intended to
request this through the Texas Commission and if they're not
willing to deliver it it would be simﬁie for us to take some action,
I am sure we could.

MR, MC CLOY: I think it's something that we cught tec
have in mind,

éHAIRMAN: We'll have it in mind, and if the Texas people
come here tomorrow I can talk to-them about that ard we'll try to
reach some understanding on that, and if we.can't we can talk again
zbout what is necessary to get, I think we'’ll have no trouble.

SEN, RUSSELL: We can, of course, geﬁ it from the
Government offices right away if.we have to.

MR, MC CLOY: This last sentence, the last phrase,

together with all raw materials and reports concerning developzents
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about the work of the Commission since tbe date oi such prior
reports, ‘It's not developments about the work of the Ccmmission,
it's deveiopments -

REP, FORD: -~ concerned with tha work of the Comnission

-MR. MC CLO’: That raised the question in my mind, do
we want everythiung 1.1 connection with Ruby at this time, that
brings up this question?

CHAIRMAN: That has not been iuncluded in his renort,

MR, MC CIOY: VWhether we want to get irto that §ending
a murder trial, that puzzles me, but I think the wording thera
ought to be changéd. )

REP, FORD: Concermned with the worg of the Commission.

CHAIRMAN: Concerned with,

SEN, RUSSELL: As a matfer of fact, I would be opposed
to any report on the Ruby =nse, Y don't kesow that we should slow
dcwn our investigation for scmething that pertains to Ruby.

REP, BOGGS: I agree with that. One of the keys to this
whole thing is Ruby,

CHAIRMAN: Let me see, Congressaan Ford, you suggest —-

REP, FORD: I would eliminate the following ard substicute
ccncerned with,

MR, MC CLOY: Reports concerned,

CHAIRMAN: You would nof want concerning developments?

MR. RANKIN: Substitute the word of for the first
concerning, M¥r. Chief Justice.

CHAIRHIAN: ’How would you have it read ﬁhen? Just read
it as you would have it? |

MR, RANKIN: Of developments concerned with the work of

the Commission,
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MR, DULLZS: The CIA might have some inlormatica, Would
this cover it?

CIAIRMAN: Ve would not send them the letter until we
had their summary report. We'd get their report and then we'd
send thislkind o a letter to them, We have the report from the
State Department and the FBI and we could send this to them now
but the others we would wait until we get their reports,

RFP, BOGGS: Is it possible that com> agencies might
have some material and these agéncies might not make a report at
all?

CHAIRMAN:. Are you thinking of zgencies other than these
{four we have talking about?

REP., BOGGS: Yes. I can[t imagiuz wvhat they would be,
Treasury Department? ’

CEAIRMAN: Imrigration Service?

REP, BCGGS: That's rigit.

CHAIRMAN: And they are concerned with this thing, too.
Naybe we ougﬁt to have a report from them.

REP, FORD: I assume that the State Department report
would include the passport and visas. -

CHAIRMAN: DBut the Immigration Service is an ageacy of
the Department of Justice,

MR, MC CLOY: Will there.be a s2parate Treasury reposrt
from the Secret fervice report?

MR, ﬁULLES: There will be, I think, Didn't you say the
Secret Scrvice report was almost complieted?

MR, MC CLOY: The Treasury would have to have a report
separate from the Secret Service report. The Department of Justice

has memoranda files but they are not FBI files.
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CHAIRMAN: Vell, I think Mr. Rankin ougiat to explore
all of those things and come back to us at a future meeting, and
if there are any situations that are not covered in that regard
we could take care of it by resolutions.

REP, BCGGS: I can foresee situations, saside {rom any
criminal aspects, such as ascertaining how much a person 1is
recelving, how he's spending it, and of course this can be very
significant in an investigation.

SEN. RUSSELL: It coul& involve the Post Office Decpartmeat.

MR, MC CLOY: He got money orders.

REP, BOGGS: Everyone has all kiads of questions, reading
+hat FBI report leaves a million questicns.

MR, DULLES: One othen“?oint, Mr. Chairman, I know in
the case cf the CIA they can't do much on the Soviet end until
they receive these papers that have bteen subizitted to us by the
*B1, They have been working for a long while, I know, It started
when I was there, What is the SOP, what is the p-ocedure oa an-
damerican going abroad, especially somcone from the Armed Services?
‘fhera's a certain procedure to handle that. We know abuvut it from
the defectors that we have had, and they would lilke to get their
hends on the report. I'm not authorized to give it and I would
not do so if'they can get the raw material in these reports, in
these diaries of Oswald, and these other reports, Thea they can
start tracing back and see what is not being told us by tke
Russizns. The Russians have not told us anything about it but
they were paying him money, quite substantial sums, but I want to
warn you that the Russlan figure is before the reevaluation, so
it is really one-tenth of the present basis, some five thousand

rubles. I was shocked at first., The reevaluation of the ruble
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took place in January, 1951, and this was in 1950. Those are
points we ought to get information on, When thay should be made
available is for theCommission to decide. What is your attitude
about wmaking these available, what do you thirck should te done?

CHAIRMAN: Vell, I tbink that we ought to first read
not only the FBI report but the State Department report and the
Hecret Service -report and whatever the CIA uss, Those would be
the first agencies, aad then when we have rcad these and digested
them we can ascertain, I think, what other agencies of the
Government we might want to report to us, and we might even bte
x2ble to give some specific things that we do want, I think before
it's over we're going to want an indegendent report from the
Immigration and Naturalization ngvice in this situation because
they have had much to do with Oswald. 7Y think the CIA is right,
it can't do much on the Russian end until they get this raw
neterial, and they can do quite a good deal.

REP, BOGGS: Whether any agency of the Goveroment has
zny report they should report to us. Do you think they'll repori
to us without request? I know the FBI will, the State Depariment,
the Secret Service, but should we have a resolution requesting
all departmehts and all agencies that have any infcrmation
concerning the subject matter of this 1nves%igatlnn to submit
reports to us?

MR. RANKIN: I can make special inquiry and come back
to you and report as to any department or agency that has such
inforrction if you wish,

MR. MC CLOY: Why not send out a catchall?

CHAIRMAN: Congressman, the only reason I would think
that perhaps we ‘ought to have this resolution, plus any other

thing that we want to have, is this, that there may be some delay

19




on the part of some agency to give us all the raw materials and

I would like to have it made as specific as possible, if that is
the desire and the wish of this Commission. But I would certainly
want to follow 1t up later with all of the things that you are
suggesting.

REP, BOGGS: Well, that suifs me,

EN, COOPER: You are directing tiuat now to the chiet
reports that we need,
ASEN. RUSSELL: It will take quite a wnile to digest that
mass of matter, if there is that much, I think it will take a
truck. |

CHAIRMAN: Yes, I have no doﬁbt.

REP, FORD: Hr. Chairmagt I have had several members of
the House, who served on committees that might have an area of
furisdiction, and appavently they may have some infocmation., I
¢bink the Immigration Subcomnmittce of the Housa Committee on the
Judiciary has had some information, or might have had come hearings,
Tould it be appropriate to contact Mr, Celler, who 1s the
Chairman of the House Comuittez con the Judiciary? Who is the
cther Chairman?

CEAIRMAN: Senator Eastland.

REP, FCRD: 1 doan't knew what they have but several
wembers of the Xouse Committee have told me that their committee
was inierested. They may have information. I think they would be
more than glad to be helpful,

CHAIRMAN: I would think if they have anytaing they should
contact us. I think that everyone that we have ;ny reason to
believe has any information on this case should be contacted. It's
pretty cdifficult to say now who just they might be, but'I agree

with you all those people should be, yes. I would think that would
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be a matter of first inportance to try to find that out. Maybe
it can réported at the next meeting.

SEN, RUSSELL: It might be well for Mr. Rankin to contact
them fﬂom time to time because if you do nothing else you have to
keep down criticism, If they've had a chance to say their piece
they won't be highly critical. '

CHAIRMAN: Yes, I have had in my office possibly a
dozen calls from different senatorial or congressional offices
csking where they can get in touch with us, whatiis the telephone
nunber, where are you in business, Well, we were not in business
at the time so I douldn't answer them. Now we are and we want
“hose people to be satisfied and we'll work it out, Vell,
gentlemen, 1s there any further d;;cussion of this resolution?

If not, is there a motion?

REP, BOGGS: 1 so rove it,

SEN, COOPER: I sccond it,

CHAIRMAN: It has been moved and seconded that the
resolution be adopted. Is there any further discussion? All in
favor say "Aye"?

(Chorus of "Ayes,")

CHAIRMAN: Contrary minded?

(No response. )

CHAIRMAN: The "Ayes" have it, the resolution 1s adopted,
‘"he next thing on our agenda is the question of staff planning,

I told you we're going to beg and borrow all the staff that we
can firem the agencies, people who already have clearance, so that
it won't be necessary to have long checks made an them, I think
the time has come for us to get a few lawyers to work with Nr,

Rankin on the organizing of the situation because I feel that this
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work will have so many ramifications that it must te divided into
specific categories, For instance, I think the life of Oswald
bas to be traced from the day of his birth right down to the time
that he was assassinated. I think that is something thst should
be departmeétized so that somebody can handle the direct respon-
sibility of doing that, notwithstanding any other thing that stands
in the way, somebody ought to be able to cut through everything
and come up to us with as complete a report as it is bhumanly pos3ible
to have of the 1life of lee Oswald.

Secondly, I think it is almost as important tc us to
dave the life of Rﬁby done exactly the same way. I think that
¢ven the facts surrounding the assassination should lend itself
to categories., 1 think the day Q{ the assassination, in and of
itself, is something of tremendous importance to us, and it should
be ferreted out to the very 'nth dcgree. Somesbody should be
ngsigned to that., I think that ncrhaps we ought to have a
thorough investigation made by someone as to the relationship
vetween the FBI and the Secret Service and the CIA in connection,
not only with this matter, but in matters of this kind so that we
can do sometiing worthwhile in the future. I tell you why I think
that. I notice in this report that on the 24th of June of thie
wear, after all that was known about Osvald being a defector and
being interosted in the Fair Plaf For Cuba Committiece, and all of his
other activities, he walked into the Immigration Office, cr some
office in New Orleans, on the 24th day of June, and on the 25th
he was given a passport to Russia. That seems strange to me., It
may be entirely regular but I think that someboéy has got to find
out if that is the way it 1is usually done, find out if there was

any departure from the way it is done, and if so why, and so forth,
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So I thought we ought to have some lawyers to do that work.

Now, Mr, Rankin has been looking into this situation and he has
made a small start, not very great, but he has recommended to me
the use o: former commissioner of the New York Police Department,
Francis Adams, He's a lawyer of repute. He was a good trial
lawyer, He's been a trial lawyer ior many, many years, and for
several years he was head of the Police Department of New York.
Certalnly a man who was the head of the Police Department and left
to coatinue his practice after a few years, with the, I think,
approbation of most people, and with a clean bill of health, so for
a8 character 1is cbncerned, is worthy of consideration. 1 would
think a man who was a trial lawyer and who had that experience
in the biggest police departmenth§n this country should be an
asset to this Commission., And you have found out, have you nct,
that he would be available, l.ce?

MR, RANKIN: Yes,

" CHAIRIIAN: Have you anything else to say concerning hin?.

MR, RANKIN: Vell, I saw him and I was much impressed
with him and his dedication and willingness to serve on this
rroject. Then I inquired at a number of different places and all
of the inquiries were favorable.

_MR, MC CLOY:  He was one of tbe mcn that I was looking
at as a possibility for counsel,‘and I checked up and every report
I got on him was favorable.

REP, FORD: How old a man is he?

CHAIRMAN: About fifty-five, I would say,.

MR, RANKIN: I think he's a little order than that,
Sixty yecars, perhaps.

MR, DULLES: When was he the head of the police

department, do you know what years?
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CHAIRMAN: I would say, Allen, he came Zn there about
ten or maybe twelve years ago and was there a fow years, Just
how long I don't kuow.

MR, DULLES: BHas he been practicing in New York JTity?

MR, RARKIN: Yes.

SEN. RUSSELL: Mr. Chairman, I don't know if he's the
man or not but while you're speaking of sta’f and while Mr. Rankin
is here, from my standpoint I hope that amorg these that you'll
get someone with a most skeptical nature, sort of a Devil's
Advocate, who would tazke this FBI report and this CIA report and
go through it and énalyze every contradiction and every soft spot
in it, just as if he were prosecuting £ham or nlanning to
prosecute and trying something like that. Otherwise it will be
that we have overlooked some very tapable man., Maybe the other
fellow could do it, go through here and take these reports as.if
he were going to use tiem to prosecute J. Edgar Hoover. We do
that when wé read it but we have other things in mind, our minds.
expand to oéher things and we rationalize, But I think oae study
should be made just from the standpoint of everyone of these
reports, if ve are ever to reconcile all of this contradictory
rumor, the felationship of the Secret Service 2ind the FBI and the
police depa;tment there, and thirgs of that nature, and in
employing an attorney cf the staff I hope the Commission will agree
to get some man who will look for the weaknesses and possible

contradictions, and study it solely from that standpoint. Unless

some m=n devoted his whole time on it we could shove over a question

that cculd be raised five or six yearsrfrom now that would make

us look as if we'd been careless,




CHAIRMAN: I agree with you one hundred percent, and we
have talked about it from that standpoint. We have been looking
for a man of that caliber. VWe have been thinking of a lawyer in
Chicago by the name of Albert Jenner, He's unquestionably a fine <
trial lawyer in Chicago and has just that kind of a mind that would
go into a thing regardless wboit helps or who it hurts, and will
run it into the ground., This man has been president of the
American Judiciary Society. Ee's been very active in the American
Bar Assoclation. I checked him up with Tom Clark, who is the
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee of the American Bar Association,
zind this man Jennér is the assistant or the vice-chairman of that
commission, I checked him up with Dean Acheson, who has him on
his Cormittee on Civil Rules, Anq I checked him up with several
other people who are on that Committee and they all tell me that
he is an indefatigable worker and will never commit himself to
the proposition of anything unless he's certain, I think we'll
look for more than one, but I think this man is recoznized as a
very good trisl lawyer of Chicago and would do a splendid job for
us, and he's a public spirited fellow along with it who would feel
the sense otéobligation tha* he was to ascsume.

Those two men are as far as we have gotten., X'm satisfled
“hat you wohldn't go wrong on 2ny of these mer, and we've got to
put this show on the road, as théy say. So, unless there is any
objection, we'd like to start out with those peopie,

REP, FORD: May I ask this question, and I think it is
very Iwortant, but are these men preoccupied with the law and
not icrelved in extraneous matters, these areas of one axtreme or

the ctir?
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CHAIRMAN: I can tell you this, that this man Jenner's
specialty is to handle big antitrust cases, He's against the
Government on those cases, but he's a lawyer's lawyer and a
businessmgn's lawyer and he's a court lawyer, and I thiok so
recognized anywhere, I don't think there could be any quaestion
about him, |

REP, FORD: This is a serious concern I have and I think
wve've got to be scrupulously careful in this regard when we're
catting the top people we are talking about, and if there's no
question sbout it, that's fine.

CHAIRMAN: Well, I tell you, I don't believe we should
Lave ideologists either, We're looking for lawyers, not ldeologists
And we want people who will do a lawyer’'s job here, and a thorough,
tough lawyer's job, and I woulda't have anyone who did not measure
up to that standard,

SEN. COOPER: UThat is his lést nzue, the last man? -

CHAIRMAN: Jenner,

REP, BOGGS: Not related to the former senator?

CHAIRMAN: There is no connection there,

MR, MC CLOY: I have an idea, Mr, Chief Justice, that
somewhere along the line you're going to have somebody from the
-rapartment of Justice, He's got to be diluted, to be sure, but
some young man from the Department there who is used to Government
affairs, as well as having some knowledge of what the FBI does in
relation to the Department of Justice. You know thexe is some
feelirn; L2tween the two, And I have a feeling that wmaybe somebody
who is 3ealing with Government or Federal criminal matters would
be usef:l in this thing, I'm not saying we»do, but that might ease

your work a bit if you got a good, bright fellow from there, and
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go anywhere else you want to, One man on your stuff that has had
that experience, I think, would be of heln.

CHAIRMAN: Jack, may I say this to you, I should have
stated it before, but we have been working with all ol these
departmenfs the last weekx with the idea in mind of having each one
of them give us a liaison man to work with us on this thing., We
have dome that through Katzenbaéh, and Katzenbach said he would
iike to have some connection with it himself, to supervise it, but
‘{xat he would give us a man, exactly such as you're speaking about
now, and he suggested that a young man named Williams in his
cdepartment could £ill the bill, He's one of the most promising,
cae of the most brilliant young lawyers over there. He said he
doesn’'t know whether he can get that particular manm released but
that is the type of man h2's trying to give us,

¥e have been in communication, vith Mr, Rankin, with J. Edgar
Hoover and he has named a man from his Bureau who will be at our
beck and call and will be the 1liaison man with them, ¥%hat is his
name? ‘

MR, RANKIN: Malay(?). He's in Mr. Rosen's office, Mr.
Rosen would be in charge. He's supposed to be next in line to
¥r. Rosen,

CHAIRMAN: Then we have asked the sawmc thing of the State
cepartment and the State Department has designated its counsel,
its chief counsel, Mr, Shayes(?) to be the liaison man. Ve have
talked with the Secret Service and they have recommended their
General Zounsel. )

MR, RANKIN: Mr, Delon(?). I'm not sure of the spelling,
I just ,;>t the name over the phone,

CHAIRMAN: 'Didn’'t you talk with the CIA about 1it?

MR, RANKIN: Yes, Mr. Helms(?).
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CHAIRMAN: Now, we thought that within a counle of days
we could get those people together and sit down and analyze this
situation and try to bring about some of the things that I have
been talking here about, departmentize this thing. All of it won't
be everybody's business. It is just too big to handle, and I'm
sure that they will be able to help us and keep us in touch with
thelr departments, They're the men that they want us to deal with
and I think they're the men we ought to deal with. Wasn't there
s:omebody from‘the Department of Defense?

MR, RANKIN: Mr. Armlisky(?).

CHAIRMAN: These are not our selections.

MR, RANKIN: Mr., Sorensen from the White House,

CHAIRMAN: O©Oh, yes, Mr-‘Sorensen from the White House,

SEN. RUSSELL: f{hat is Supposed to be the function of
these men? Are they liaison, or what?

CHAIRMAN: Ljaison and anothing else.

SEN. COOPER: You mean if we need material?

MR, RANKIN: If we have any difficulty in getting anytihing
from those agencies or departments they're the ones we would deal
vith,

CHAIRMAN: Ve would want to keep them sufficiently advised
co that the heads of their departments will have confidence that
we're doing our work, '

MR, RANKIN: They're on a high enough level in each case
so that we wodld expect to get a response from them, which is a
good indication for the Commission I thought.

CHAIRMAN: Then, also, we have had a ﬁan assigned from
the Burcau of the Budget so that we could cut right through and

not have great delays in getting what we need. And we have a man

assigned to us from GSA who has been very helpful znd expeditious
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CHAIRMAN: X thought, to start with, if we can surround
our General Counsel with half a dozen good lawyers, like the
lawyers we're talking about, and then maybe recruit from some
place or other a few men to work under them, two or three young
men, and ﬁaybe we could get some of those from the Govermment to
help them out without being on our regular staff, we would be
naking a good start of it, and if we had to expand that would be
something else, but I think that's enough to start with. I think
we might get confused if we got more, but I think we could very
easily, tomorrow, if we had to, put a half dozen men to work on
this job effectively.

SEN, RUSSELL: We really wouid not need more than six
topflight men, You can get some of these young chaps, some of
then think much faster than these ;en we’ve talked about, being
outstanding fellows who have bzen out of law school two or three
years. Their renctions will be bettzr. If you can get five or
six topflight men and give them one or two able fellows to work
under them it would simplify the work of this Commission,

MR. DULLES: This is more of an investigative job than
a legal job,

CHAIRMAN: That has been just exactly my thought, that's
why I said wé shouldn't have more than a half dozen to start off
with,

SEN, COOPER: "I hope that we just take them on as we
need them, and not get a bunch of lawyers at the start.

CHAIRMAN: Well, Johmn, I'll tell you the men we'll get,
like let's say Jenner and Adams up in New York, are not men who
are looking for a job, men who want to stay on the payroll down
here. 1 would not put them on any 'salary. .I would put them on a

consulting basis, like the Dresident does with his people, and pay
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them for the days that they work and no more, If they have to go
back a couple of days a week and work on their own practice in
order to keep it from sinking why they wouldn't get a consultant's
fee on those days. I think some of these men would not want to go
on a salary basis,

SEN, RUSSELL: It might Le better, if you could do it, to
yet them to devote their full time to this thing, but I don't think
you'll be able to do it with tke type of men you have in mind,

MR, DULLES: I fhink the younger group ought to be on a
full-time bagis. You can get them all right.

CHAIRMAN: Yes.

SEN. RUSSELL: They must no£ have anything else on their

mind, that's correct. -

MR, MC CLOY: I think that Mr. Adams and Mr. Jenner ought
to be on it full time. I don't sce how they can escape it.

CHATRMAN: I think they'll probably end up doing
practically all of the work on a full-time basis.

ﬁm. MC CLOY: 1If they don't want one hundred days see
what they-;ant. I don't mind a lump sum if you can get them all
the time,

REP, FORD: 1 would agree with that.

éEN. RUSSELL: Maybe you can get them under contract.

CHAIRMAN: Sure, but I think before we did anything of
that kind we would have to know more about this job, about the
length of time it's going to take than we know today. I think
men of that type will not press to find out how much money they're
going to make on this thing, and if they would m;ke a contract with
us for a few weeks that is something we can think of very seriously.

REP, FORD: Do you want us to take action on these two

men? Do you want us to take a look at these men? How do you want
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us to proceed?

CHAIRMAN: Really, all- that I°think would be necessary
would 'be just to say they're all right and just authorize Mr, Rankin
to bring them down and put them to work.

.nm. DULLES: Do you know Adams?

MR, RANKIN: Yes, I know both, I think they're both
competent lawyers. Adams' combination is rare to have, this
police background, which i5 a great addition, and he is also a
competent lawyer., I think we're happy to be able to get him,

CHAIRMAN: I have read in one of the papers, one you had
here the other day; which said this is a strange Commission, not
one of them has had any investigative éxperience. If we had a
man who has been head of the polipg department up in New York, and
he has the qualifications we want, they could hardly say that about
him,

SiiN, RUSSELL: I don't sce hcw they could have said that
when the Chief Justice has one of the top solicitors sitting right
over there.:.

REP, FORD: They had to write about something,

CHAIRMAN: Yes, but it would firm up to have somebody
of that charﬁcter,

SEN, RUSSELL: It would contribute a great deal to the
investigatioh, Mr, Chief Justice. Would it be in order to ask Mr.
Rankin if he would want to make any statement to the Commission
with respect to his views on this inquiry?

CHAIRMAN: Are we through with this matter? Are we
agreeable to go ahead with those two men?

SEN. COOPER: I so move.

REP, FORD: I second the motion,

CHAIRMAN: All in favor say "Aye, "
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(Chorus of "Ayes.")

CHAIRMAN: Contrary minded?

(No response, )

CHAIRMAN: The "Ayes" have it.

(At this poiat, approximately 3:15 PM, Cobgressman

Boggs left the coaference room.)

CHAIRMAN: We'll be in recess until Congressman Boggs
returns.

. (At approximately 3:20 PM Congressman Boggs returaed
to the conference room,)

CHAIRMAﬁ: There really isn't anythipg to indicate
whether or not the FBI notified the Secret Service about any of
the activities of Oswald. .

REP, BCGGS: There are all kinds of questions in my mind,
He was such an expert mark¥sman, for instance, Where did he do his
"practicing? Where did he get his automobile?

SEN, RUSSELL: He did not drive,

REP, BOGGS: And this business about where the bullets
penctrated the President's body, speculation about the wound in
the throat, the hole in the windshield.

MR, MC CLOY: That is very unsatisfactory,

REP, FORD: I thought it was a narrative that was
interesting to read but it did nét have the depth that it ought
to have.

REP, BOGGS: There was nothing about Connally in there,
not a word.

MR, MC CLOY: They must know about the medical report,

CHAIRMAN: It's all part of the res gestae.

MR, MC CLOY: Also the violent death of the allegad

assassin, Another thing, one of these days I think somebody shoulc
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go down and visit the scene of the crime before the evidence gets
too dusty. This sequence of pictures which Life Magazine has got,
I don't know if you have it or not,

CHAIRMAN: I might say to the members that Time has
volunteeréd to make this film available to us, and I accepted.

MR, MC CLOY: FNow, here Le's reaching up for his throat.

REP, BOGGS: But he's looking straight ahead, reaching
up for his throat, that's very significaznt, I think,

CBAIRMAN: There's another sequénce which they did not
include and it shows the burst of blood and things from his head,
blown out, they did not put it in because they thought it was too
gruesome, and that's the head shot, wﬂich apparently came from
the rear. They've got that and ycu can blow it up and stop it
and do everything, and we can have it whenever we want it,

MR, MC CLOY: You sge thais sign here, someome suggested

~that this sign has now beecn removed. Why I don't know. But from
that sign you can get a pretty good idea ﬁhere the angle was,
That tree gives you a good notion of where the first bullet hit,
Here's the place from which he shot. Now this taing down here, I
don't know what that means, it looks as if that ic where he was
shot, but thé‘tree is here, that's the only tree that I can see,

REP, FORD: Is it this tree here?

MR, MC CLOY: That's so small that I can't believe it's
that tree., Thls tree is a fairly big tree.‘

REP, FORD: You're right.

MR, MC CLOY:; Moreover, do you see here, in this
perforated wall thing here, now tpgt must be over here, it's not
the same as that, because that's two and thls one here must be

along in here.
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REP, FORD: But that person must have taken the shot

over here some place?

MR, MC CLOY: Still I don't see how he could have been
hit in the front from here.

REP, BOGGS: That's the big question, yes,

MR. MC CLOY: I inquired about this znd they said that
nobody was permitted on the overpass.

REP, BOGGS: ¥Vho says they weren't?

MR, MC CLOY: Well, they may have been there,

REP, BOGGS: And nobody was supposed to be in that
building.

MR, MC CLOY: I think we ought to take a look at the
grounds and somebody ought to do 1t and get the picture of this
angle to see if it is humanly possible for him to have been hit
in the front from a shot fired from that window. Ilaybe it is.

MR. RANKIN: I think that it would be most helpiul,
before making a trip down there, to examine all the possibilities
first and point these out so that you would have the various
things to look at that we could think of, and all that you could
think of, before anyone went down there rather thaa going down
znd coming back with all of those questions,

MR, MC CLOY: 1t's true that evidence slips away, but I
'.think you're right on this. Then.there's the question, should we
not interview Connally very quickly, and the widow? That's a very
sensitive thing. I don't think you should cross-examine her, but
after ell she was a witness right alongside of her husband when the
bullet struck.

MR, RANKIN: Vhat are you going to do with the President

and Mrs, Johnson? They were there, too,
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REP, BOGGS: They were not in the same car,

MR, MC CLOY: I think somebody ought to be interviewing
Mrs, Kennedy pretty quickly,

MR, DULLES: Vhat about the Secret Service men who were
right there? I think we should talk to them first, their missions.

MR, MC CLOY: There's the one who saw him first, saw the
bullet strike.

MR, DULLES: The one who jumped 'ip on the back of the
car? 4

MR, MC CLOY: ©No, Mrs., Kennedy. 3he's sitting there,

She turns around énd she sees him shot before Connally turns
around, I think it's a very delicate'thing to do, but I'm told
that she's quite prepared to talg\about it, I've talked to one of
the members of the family about it.

REP, FORD: irs, Connally was in the car also,

¥R, MC CLOY: And if you don't do that I think memory
night play tricks. .

CHAIRMAN: These people should be interviewed all right
but I'm wondering 1f we shouldn't know more about this thing hefore
we do, because we don't want to go back and do it all over again
with Mrsg, Ecnnedy or Mr, Johnson, I would think tkat we ought
to get all of these reports in, study them, have our questions
definitely in mind, what we're interested in, what areas of inquiry
we wanted to make of her before we undertook to do it,

SEN., RUSSELL: I don't suppose the FBI has any statement
from lMNrs, Kennedy or Mr. Johnson.

CHAIRMAN: We don’t koow that.

SEN. COCPER: I think that we ought to have a list of

the people we want to interrogate.



MR, DULLES: I think one who you should sece fairly soon,
or get a statement from, would be Bauman. lie's talked to some
extent, but I don't know what his situation is. He's the retired
Chief of the Secret Service, up until two years ago, he's a very
legal man, I've worked with hinm very closely for ten years,

CHAIRNAN: Yes, I have a note in riy office. I think we
should, by all means, see him. He could tell us about sSome other
things not connected with this tragedy that might be very helpful
to us, .

MR, DULLES: He's independent except for being retired,
and he did make a Statement to the press, wvhich I thought rather
indiscreet,

REP, F¥CRD: I think so, too, for a man in his positioa,

MR, DULLZS: I think it was indiscreet but I think we
should get a statement from him, -

MR, MC CLOY: I think we should get that film im our
possession because it deteriorates.

REP, FORD: Can they make copies of that?

CHAIRMAN; Yes, they can,

MR, MC CLOY: Do you know how much that fellow got for
that? Two hundred thousand dollars,

REP, FORD: Was he just an ordinary guy?

MR, MC CLOY: Yes, .

MR, RANKIN: Mrs, Oswald and ¥rs. Paine, and anyone else,
what do you want me to do about protecting against their
disappearing?

MR, MNC CLOY: Call up the Department of Justice.

SEN, RUSSELL: I don't know what we can do about Mrs.

‘Paine, She's an American citlzen, I don't know what right we have

to impede her unless she were put under bond as a wmaterial witness
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in the State of Texas. I suppose we could do it tut I would be
very loath to do it, But I think we should communicate with the
Immigration Service and request them not to approve any visas for
Mrs, Oswald until later,

MR, DULLES: These are problems of law, aren't they?

SEN, COOPER: According to the record she's asked the
Fmbassy for permission to return. She's asked for permission to
return,

MR, MC CLOY: I thought she recanted on that.

SEN. COOPER: Before.

SEN. RUSSELL: I can't conceive them being derelict
enough to just turn her loose to go to Mexico, but if they have
then we can look into it and advise the Commission to take such
appropriate steps, i

CHAIRMAN: Vill you look into that then? There's another
person that was passed over lightly in this situation and that's
the man who was transporting Oswald each weeckend from Dallas over
to Irving, where his wife was.

MR, MC CLOY: Frazier.

CHAIRMAN: Yes, and then on the very morning of this
tssassinatioh he brought Oswald to Dallas from Irving and Gswald
ad this rifle wifh him, apparently in that wrapping paper, and he
vempletely dismissed that., Now, a.fellow who is that clcse with
Lim, and he worked there in the plant himself, a fellow that's been
that close to>a thing certainly had to be checked out.

REP, BOGGS: The Oswald trip to Russia was very
interesting. Such defection had nat been arranged in advance
vecause be arrived in France, went over to London, flew from there

%o Helsinki, and, bang, he went right over into Kussia,
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MR, MC CLOY: Another thing, my wife is pretty suspicious,
because she's tried to get some American citizea, who is married
to a Russian, get his wife out. She coulda't get it, How in the
world did she get it? That's the most difficult thing in the

world,

SEN. RUSSELL: That Marine guard who married that Russian
girl, it took six months,

REP, FORD: There's some sailor staying over there, They
want to throw him out and he Qon't leave until he takes his wife
with him. I think that's right now.

MR, DULLES: I would like to.get that material into the
hands of the CIA as soon as possible to explain the Russian parts.

SEN, RUSSELL: I think ygu've got more faith im them than
I have, I think they'll doctor aanything they hand to us,

MR, DULLES: iMhat Oswald said in his diary, about his
relationship with them, about his attempied suicide, about the
payment he got, all that business requires a very careful study.

SEN. RUSSELL: Vell, all of that writing material that
he brought out of there with him,

- CHAIRMAN: And our Govermment furnished him four hundred
and some dollars to bring that Russian wife over.

SEN. RUSSELL: The first time they brought home one of
those defectors from Korea I wired the President, I wired the
Secretary of State, I protested violently paying one dime to bring
home those chaps who have spit on the American flag, jumped up and
down or it in the mud, and in the presence of all of our people and
soldierz rcnounce their citizenship., Whether théy can d9 that or
not, we didn't have to pay their way bome. And this last one, I
took that up with President Xennedy and they would not pay his way

home, and finally this broadcasting company paid his way home.
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REP, BOGGS: VWell, what we were talking about before,
the Ruby thing. It is very interesting to me because they have
done obviously a lot to establish the life and habits of Oswald,
but there is still little on this fellow Ruby, including his
movementé, what he was doing, how he got in there, it's fantastic,

CHAIRMAN: His relations with the police department?

REP, BOGGS: Exactly.

SEN, COOPER: I think the New York Times had more on it
yesterday.

MR, MC CLOY: VWhat are the forebearers of Oswald, what
generation American is he, where were his grandparents boran?

REP, BOGGS: He was born in-New York. Lived there most
of his life., His mother, I notip? in that report, I think has a
French name.

MR, DULLES: Cn his passport instecad of his mother as the
nerson you notify in case something happeus he had his aunt, not
his mother.

REP, BOGGS: Oswald's father died when this man was born.
That, too, is not a well known name in that area.

MR. MC CLOY: Vhat is apparently a straight American
background,

CEAIRMAN: Except that it says his mother was disturbed,
disoriented woman, and so forth, I think she's a very talkative
woman, from what I've seen on television, and I might think we
night talk te her,

REP, BOGGS: He has a brother.

CHAIRMAN: Nothing about him,

SEN. COOPER: His half brother is in the Army.

MR, DULLES: Has any woman talked to Mrs. Oswald? Ve

don't know that,



MR, MC CLOY: You mean any woman investigator?

MR, DULLES: It would have to be some investigator who
spoke Russian because her English is weak.

SEN, RUSSELL: I think Mrs, Paine is her alter ego.

REP, BOGGS: There's been no check out at all on Nrs.
Paine,

SEN. RUSSELL: 1'11 say one thing, she's one of the most
charitable people we have.

. SEN, COOPER: A friend of mine spent some time in Russia
and she came over to see me. She interviewed Oswald in Moscow
just after he got fhere. She said thaF he was in the Embassy and
talked to him consiantly. She said he didn't know whether he would
be accepted or not but he was determined to stay there if he was
accepted.

MR, DULLES: That's the U? wcman.

SEN, COOPER: She was INS, I think. She sald that at
that time he was, of course, interested in the institation,
Marxism, but she still raised the question how easily he got out
with his wife. ©She said she thought it was very important., That
is just an idea, The FBI and all of those people interviewed her
very carefully, and Mrs., Paine, her husband, Mrs. Cswald, to see
if there wasn't some point there, particularly with respect to New
“Orleans, that would turn the individual against Democracy to
Communism,

REP, FORD: Ve all know, Mr, Chairman, that the FBI is
continving this investigation on a very large scgle, and that brings
up, at least to me, the question which was raiseﬁ by letter, which
I believe was sent you, and copies of which we all received, from

Mr, Katzenbach, as to whether or not we ought to isSue any statement
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at this time., I don't know how the others feel bnt in light of
the fact that there is a constant large-scale investigation going
on I would hesitate to have us issue any interim press release.

SEN, RUSSELL: I don't think we have anything to tell
then, Coﬁgressman.

REP. FORD: I agree with you, I think I'm a little
surprised that they even bring it up. Here's one other thing
on this, I was called by one of the top AP or UP people here, and
he didn't know that you had received the lettér and we had copies,
but he was one of the top AP or UP people at Dallas at the time,
He said, Jerry, I;m surprised that we got, and the other press
services got, stories out the very saﬁe day, in effect, he was
saying what they have asked us tp\do. The minute he said that it
lead me to the belief that he was inferring that there hud been a
deliberate leak from some agoney of the Federal Government, and
now they wanigd us to confirm by Coi.aission action what had been
leaked previously. I just think somebody ought to chack on that.

SEN, RUSSEIL: I wonder if the Counsel has any suggestior
to make,

REP, FORD: I have the suspicion that this top man of

either AP or UP, the evidence that he has scnt me that both AP and

'UP have, I'd call press releases for news siorics the same day.

Now, somebody had to give this information to both AP and UP in
order for that to happen. _
CHAIRMAN: I read those dispatches,
REP. FORD: Didn't that come to your mind?
CHAIRMAN: Surely did.._I spoke to K;tzenbach about it.
SEN. RUSSELL: I mentioned that the first day we sat

here,



CHAIRMAN:; Yes, you did. Senator Russell asked
Katzenbach where it could have come from and he said there is only

one sourcse,

SEN, RUSSELL: Do you recall the first day I asked
Eatzenbach that?

MR, MC CLOY: There were leaks lcng before we got the
documents,

REP, BOGGS: And after that, at the second meeting, there
was The Eyening Star with the whéle thing.

SEN, RUSSELL: Every day there wes something.

CHAIRMAN: Yes, until it was all out and I tell you
frankly I just don't find anything in that report that has not been
leaked to the press.

~

SEN, RUSSELL: Nothing except the detalls.

MR, RARKIN: 1In answer to Senator Russell's query, the
Chief Justice and I have talled about this problem, what kind of
a staff we should have, the type of lawyers, because they would
have to try to make a legal case and see where the various holes
were, and then we thought the persons could use the various
investigative agencles of the Government rather than set up a lot
of new staff; with all of that expense and so forth, and finally we
came to the conclusion, after looking at this report, that we might
have to come back to you and ask for some investigative help, too,
to examine special situations, because we might not get all we
needed by just golng back to the FBI and other agencies because the
report nas so many holes in it, Anybody can look at it aad see
that it just doesn't seem like they're looking fér things that this
Commission has to look for in order to get the answers that it
wants arnd it's entitled to, 'We thought we might reserve the

question, but we thought we might need some investigative staff,
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SEN. RUSSELL: Initially my thought was if anything
came up that we needed some additional information on or wanted to
get something expanded to follow up some clue we would turn it
over to the FBI and tell them to clear it up. I don't think we wil)
need to have a large staff, but two or three people to check againsi
certain instances where we might need an independent inquiry, or
you might, as Counsel, present it to the Commission., I think it's
wisé not to do anything at this time, It will be necessary to do
it later. '

MR, RANKIN: There may be some situations where we caa't
get answers and in‘those we may nced some investigator to get the
answers, because it might be a tender spot. I am sure that the FBI
is certainly tender about the knowledge they had and the fact that
the Secret Service did not have that knowledge in order to do
anything about it.

SEN, nRUGSELL: They would not be human if they werea't,-

YR, RANKIN: There 1s also the time that Oswald was in
this buildiﬁg and he got out and nothing was done ahout it until
he had been all over the community. I presume that all of the
various agencies are rather tender about that situation. I am sure
they would bé. So we might have difficulty getting anything and
come up against a blank wall until we get somcbody who we canvrely
upon and who will try to work arouhd sone of the people and get the
whole picture first,

REP, FORD: May I ask this question? VWhat kind of a
schedule¢ are we thinking of for the Commission tq meet between now
and Jaruary 1st?

CHAIRMAN: VWell, X have thought that inasmuch as we have

not seen the State Department report, and there is no Secret



Service report 1in existence, and we have nothing from CIA, that
perhaps we can get a couple of these staff that we have been
talking about down here to appraise what we do get in the meantime,
and maybe we would do better to wait until a day or two after the
first of the year to have our next meeting. I don't see much that
we can accomplish in the meantime because Mr, Rankin will he busy
orlenting. himself and getting things set up and getiing these
lawyers working on the job. Personally, I can't see any need for
having nny.mgeting between now and the first of the year, |

SEN, RUSSELL: I can't either, I suppose you all will
want to observe tﬁe Christmas Holidays, like we will, and I suppose
ever other gentleman will want to observe Christmas day and it will
take sometime to complete their study and analyze the documentary
matter, so I don't see any reason why we should mcet before Congress
comes back,

CHAIRMAN: That would be the seventh,

SEN. RUSSELL: Yes.

CHAIRMAN: Well, really, I don't think it would serve
any great purpose.

MR, MC CLOY: OCnly if an emergency came up,

SEN, RUSSELL: Oh, yes.

REé. BOGGS: Well, for those of us who are in Congress,
the seventh will be a bad day. Tﬁe sixth will be a better day.
The eighth, I think, the President is going to have his joint
session,

SEN, RUSSELL: I would feel if it's necessary, wmaybe the
Chairr:i will think it 1s necessary, but the sixth is agreeable
with me, I can be here on the sixth in the afternoon, I can't be

here in the morning.




CHAIRMAN: I can't believe there will be much difference
between the sixth and the ninth., It will take Mr, Rankin and the
staff sometime to get organized, and I'll be working on it, too,
but I can't see any difference between that and the ninth, So
suppose we leave it for ome day of that week when you're all
available, Ve'll check,

SEN, RUSSELL: Don't fix it on the ninth, If you feel
it is necessary to meet om that day, of course, all of us will be
in town, I assume, but you can keep in touch with Mr, Rankin on
that,

CHAIRMAN: Yes, we'll pick a date that is agreeable to
everyone,

MR, DULLES: Will we have the Texas report by then?

CHAIRMAN: I have no idea,

MR, DULLES: I think we ought to get that Texas report
as soon as possible,

CHAIRMAN: 1I'm going to ask them to be here tomorrow and
talk to them, Allen. I'11l call the Attorney General on the phone
as soon as I leave this meeting. I wanted to tell you folks beiore
I got in touch with the Texas authorities, but I'1l call them as .
soon as I leave this meeting and ask him if he can ~ome down., If
- he does we'll try to work out a schedule and tcll them the
importance of expedition in the matter.

MR, DULLES: Ve can expedite the CIA report, I know,
because I can give them, or the FBI can pass to them these exhibits
about Qswald being in Russia. That is going to be a pretty key
busines3, the analysis of those reports,

CHAIRMAN: Haven't the CIA any contact with the FBI?

MR, DULLES: I don't think they'll do it because the FBI

™
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has no authority to pass these reports to anyone else without this
Commission's approval,

MR, MC CLOY: The CIA knows everything about it., I
don't know how they got it but John McCone knows everything.

-MR. DULLES: BHe has not seen the reports because I've
checked with the people yesterday at great length, I have no
authority to give it to them and he has not seen the exhibits that
we now have, that describe about Oswald while he was in Russia,

CHAIRMAN: 1 see no reason.why'we should not give John
McCone a copy of this report and let him see it. He can see mine
if he wants to. Do any of you see any.reason why he shouldn't?

SEN, RUSSELL: 1 know of noxreason.

REP, BOGGS: I can see_no reason.

MR, DULLES: I can make mine available. I wouldn't want
to do it without approval of this Comaission,:

SEN, RUSSELL: I have never becn able to understand why
it is that every agency acts like it's the sole agency in the -

. Goveroment, - There is very little interchange of information

between the departments in the United States Government, The entire

view is that they are a separate, closed department, and there is .
no interchange of information. The Agriculture Department may have
. romething tbét is similar to what another agency has and vet you
can't interchange that information,

MR, DULLES: I wouldn't want the FBI to pass this report
around every place, If you give me authority I would be willing
to see that's done.

CHAIRMAN: 1If there is no objection, ﬁr. Dulles will be

authorized to make his FBI report available to Mr. McCone.
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REP, BOGGS: Mr. Chief Justice, who sees this transcript
this man is making here?

CHAIRMAN: That is supposed to be Top Secret, between the
reporter and this Commission, and no one else. I am sure that is
the understanding.

REP, BOGGS: All right,

CHAIRMAN: Ve could not have less than that.

.REP., BOGGS: I just wanted to make sure.

MR, DULLES: Mr, Chairman, I was just wondering, Mr.
Xatzenbach made a specific recommendation in his letter that, 1
think, none of us would like to go through with, On the otker hand,
he said, I think, therefore, the Commission should consider
releasing - or allowing the Deparx?ent of Justice to release a
short press statement which would preferably make the following
points, MNow, I vomder if we don't have to co soacthing about that.

CHAIRMAN: 1ay I say this, I have talked to Mr. Katzenbact
about this, and I think the reason that he feels that something
should be said was that the President himself told the public, the
press in particular, that the report of the FBI would be made
public., That was before he had appointed this Commission,

SEN, RUSSELL:: Mr, Chairman, would there bhe any objectica

" ¢a your part to a motion that you acknowledge this and tell them

ihat the Commission qid not deem it advisable to issue any further
statement at this time,

CHAIRMAN: If that is the wish of the Commission,

SEN., RUSSELL: That would at least give him an answer
and thz?t we'd be taking the responsibility for n;t issuing it.

CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, do you make that as a motion?

SEN, RUSSELL: I do.

CHAIRMAN: Second?



REP, FORD: May I ask what it was?

SEN, RUSSELL: Mr, Katzenbach's letter, do you recall?
He wrote a letter recommending it be made public and it has not
been answered. I moved that the Chairman acknowledge his letter
and advise Mr. Katzenbach that the Commission deemed it advisable
not to issue any further rceclease at this time.

REP, FCRD: Right.

CHAIRMAN: All in favor say, "Aye."

(Chorué of "Ayes.")

CHAIRMAN: Contrary minded?

(No response, )

CHAIRMAN: The "Ayes" have it.

MR, MC CLOY: Do we give anything out?

CHAIRMAN: As far as I'm concerned I have no statement
for the public at all. I have mide none and I con't propose to
discuss it publicly with anyone, ‘

SEN, RUSSELL: I have had two or three of my friends
requesting information from me. They've asked me ahout it. I
said, you really don't expect me to tell you about what is going
on in the Commission? And they said, no I didn't but I've asked.

SEN. COOPER: They're all trying to find out how long
*hey think this is gding to take,

SEN, RUSSELL: It would be foolish to set a date now,

CHAIRMAN: We can't do it.

REP, FORD: May I say this, Mr, Cbhairman. I was down
in Chic:go last Tuesday or Wednesday and I had a press conference
for th: American Farm Bureau meeting where I was Speaking, and I
thougkt they'd talk about that and they asked me about this. They

asked me specifically would we make a report before the Ruby trial




and I said I didn't think we would, Now, I said that, but I
didn't think there was any harm in saying that. That's the only
thing.

CHAIRMAN: Congressman, I do think there is danger in
saying that particular thing because it might be in somebody's
mind to delay the trial. We're getting into an area here where ve

.can't tell what is liable to happen. It might be to somebody's
interest if they know this Commission would not make a report unti’
this trial is over, and to find some way to delay fbe Ruby trial,
So we couldn't do it without breaking our word.

REP, ¥YORD: That's the only ﬁhing I said and it caught
me because I was not prepared for that type of a conference, but I
see your point and I'll not make -any further statement.

SEN, RUSSELL: I would séy that I couldn't tell when
Ruby would be tried, You can casily do that,

CHAIRMAN: It's pretty tough to stay away from tThem,
It's tougher for you than it is for me.

REP, BOGGS: On comments that I've made I just said we-
were going to get all of the facts and carry out the President's
Proclamation, period, if it takes a year,

Mﬁ. DULLES: What about that letter from the Congressman
+hat we do hot have the right of subpoena power?

REP, FORD: 1I'm going t6 try to quiet him down,

MR, RANKIN: He raised an interesting point.

MR, MC CLOY: Vhat is it?

SEN, RUSSELL: That the Commission, noF having been
establ.rhed by Congress with a definite legislative purpose, the
subpoers power just isn't there. I don't think there is an

exception to it, but you can make one,
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REP, FORD: He's a first term member, an investigator
up in the State of Mew Hampshire, attorney general,.

SEN. RUSSELL: I know him. He worked up here for a
while,

MR, DULLES: You have probably all seen the Birch Society
ad, That must have cost them thousands and thousands of dollars,
A full page in the New York Times. The Washington Post today.

MR, MC CLOY: 1Vhat does it say?

MR, DULLES: Did you see it?

REP, FORD: It was in the Post this morning, That's
vhere I saw it. |

MR, DULLES: Right mext to the editorial page it was in
the Times, -
REP, BOGGS: It was in the Tines yesterday.
SEN, COOPER: Some fellow told me last week there was
going to be a big ad in which we would all be denounced by naue,

CEAIRMAN: Gentlemen, is there anything further to come
before the meeting?

MR, RANKIN: I'd like to say about the oath, if you will
sign them when you have time and send them to nme.

ﬁﬁp. BOGGS: Vhy don't we do that right now?

MR, RANKIN: All right, and 1'll send them to Justice
Reed. '

(The Commission members pause to sign their oath,)

MR, DULLES: 1I've got a few extra copies of a book that
I passad out to our Counsel. Did I give it to you, Nr. Chief
Justice?

CHAIRIAN: I domn't thiak so.

MR, DULLES: It's a book written about ten ycars ago
giving tho background of seven attempts on the lives of the

President.
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CHAIRMAN: I have not seen it,

MR, DULLES: 1It's a fascinating book, but you'll find a
pattern running through here that I think we'll find in this
present case, 1 hate to give you a paperback, but that's all
there is.

CHAIRMAN: Paperback is good enough., Thank you very much.

REP, BOGGS: This plece in the current issue of the New
Republic raises some interesting questions, You might like to
read it,

MR, MC CLOY: This is very interesting.

REP, BOGGS: It is.

CHAIRMAN: The New Republic?

REP, BOGGS: The Decemhgr 21st issue,

IR, MC CLOY: Called "Seéeds of Doubt, Questions About
The Assassination,”

REDP, BOGGS: It quotes stories from papers all over the
country.

REP, FORD: VWhen was the book written?

MR, DULLES: 1952, The last one is the attack on Truman,
There you have a nlot, but these other cases are all habitual, .
goipg back to the attack oan Jackson in 1835. 1 found it very
interesting.

MR, MC CLOY: The Lincoln assassination was a plot,

MR, DULLES: Yes, but one man was so dominant that it
almost wasn't a plot.

CHAIRMAN:; Gentlemen, this came to mind a day or so azo,
and that 1s this, in England vwhenever they have a crisis they have
a Royal Commission appointed, and they have had some great reporis

made up, I thought it might be wise for us to ask the Library of
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Congress to get us a set of all of these Royal Commissions reports,
back a good many years, including the most recent one, the lord
Denning report.

MR, DULLES: I have several copies of that.

.HR. MC CLOY: It's very interesting the way he handled
that.

CHAIRMAN: They have served a great purpose in satisfying
the public and I thought we might learn something by getting them.
Lee, maybe you can start working on that, You can have the Ldbréry
of Congress begin putting those together for us.

MR, MC CLOY: One thing I have some doubt about is whether
you're going to let such a long time élapse, between the date of
the assassination and the middle of January, before you interview
the chief witness, Mrs. Konnedy., "I just thiok that it's going to
look strange if we don't, I dom't know who has intervicwed her,
Maybe some people have, mayhe they have not, but I think we ought
to satisty ourselves that we interview her.

REP, BOGGS: Ilhave talked to a friend of mine who told
me about riding to the scene of the tragedy, the hospital, and he
{old me what transpired in the hospital room, and the extent of the
wounds. In fact, the President was undoubiedly deadbefore he ever
arrived at thé hospital. None of this appears in these reports,
Nothing but the autopsy.

MR, MC CLOY: We have to get that fast from the one tha’
was closest to him, within a foot of him, when the bullet struck.

REP. BOGGS: And Governor Connally and Mr. Johnson, and
the Secret Service Agent who jumped up on the b;ck of the car,

MR, MC CLOY: That's what I have in mind.

MR. DULLES: I wonder if we couldn't, with the Chairman’s

approval, get one or two members of the Cowmittce together, if some
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of us have time, perhaps the Counsel and one member of the
Committee, and sit down with Bauman, and a few others, and just
talk to them and get information for the benefit of the full
Committee. I don't think we can all sit down with every witness.
I don't tﬁink that's necessary.

REP, FORD: I agree with that,

MR, DULLES: I would be very glad to get Bauman to come
in and get all of bis views, and if the Committee wants to see him
to.make a report to the Committee then they can do it,

SEN, RUSSELL: I don't think we should start informal
hearings at this sfage because I don't know that we'll have to
have a parade of witnesses., But if oﬁe menber of the Commission
would want to talk to them I thiqg Mr. Rankin can find that rather
quickly through the ¥BI to sce if ‘they have any statement from
them., I doubt that they have, If they have not it's rather
cdelicate,

MR, DULLES: It would be background information of the
Secret Service's relations with the FBI.

MR, MC CLOY: I don't think we ought to question Hrs,
¥z2nnedy. . T

SEN, RUSSELL: I wouldn't like for the whole Commission
to do it. If someone wanted to interview her that's diiferent, 1
don't think she's the principal vitness.

REP, FORD: That's what I was going to suggest. Someone
who krows her best and has known her for a period of time., It can
be dore most informally,

CHAIRMAN: Gentlemen, I.don't think wé know about this_
thing yet to question witnesses in the formal way. I really don':
believe we do. And vhen you're going to talk to’ someone like Mrs

Kennedy I think we ought to know exactly what we want to find out
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from her, exactly what we have to have froam her. I just can't see
that we can proceed that way with her because it doesn't seem an
honorable way.

MR, MC CLOY: I think a month is going to go by before
you're in that position, and 1 think that is dangerous.

CHAIRMAN: Do you think she'll forget, Jack?

MR, MC CLOY: Yes. Your mind plays tricks with you.
She's got it very-definitely in mind now,_and I'm told that she's
physically in a position where she can do it, but I don’t have
that at first hand. She may not be the chief witness as to who
did the job. She's the chief witness as to how those bullets hit
her husband. She saw both of thenm,

SEN, RUSSELL: Yes, therée's no question about that,

MR, MC CLOY: This is lgoming vp as the most confusing
thing that we've got,

CHAIRMAN: I worder if the report we get fcom the Secret
Service wouldn't pretty much clear that up, If it doesn't, good
Lord, what can they report to us on that will help us, They were
there, right at the car, and know exactly what happened,

REP, BOGGS: Vell, this FBI report doesn't clear it up.

CHAIRMAN: It doesn't do anything

REP; BOGGS: It raises a lot of new questions in my mind.

MR, MC CLOY: The FBI was down there.

MR. DULLES: Yes, but during the investigation I domn't
think they have any business around the President,

REP, FORD: No protection responsibility,

SEN, COOPER: I think what the Chief Justice is saying
is this, when these reports come in, if there are any raw reports

from thie FBI, if thcy have affidavits from people that testified
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about the circumstances about what happened to the President, also
the security people, then, as I understand it, if there are any
gaps in that and you feel that you should, go and talk to Mrs.
Kennedy.

MR. DULLES: 1Is the Secret Service report coming directly
to us,

CHAIRMAN: They're supposed to send it to us. I don't
Xnow. The Department of Justice is checking on it.

MR, DULLES: The Secret Service is under Treasury,

SEN, RUSSELL: Did the State report come directly from
the State Departmeht?

CHAIRMAR: UNo, it came throuéh Katzenbach, and he's
checking all these for us, as I up?erstand it.

REP, BOGGS: Well, I think the point raised was a good
one by McCloy. 1It's been a long time since I've practiced criminal
law but I know how witnesses genuinely get confused,

MR, MC CLOY: Of course they do.

SEN. RUSSELL: It is very easy to, That's human thinking.
You can get a person to say anything and he wasn't even there, and
yet he'll believe that he saw it himself. I think someone should
ask the Attorney General to ask her if she would make a statement,
and if our Cqﬁnsel feels that we should tzke the statement then
some menber of the Commission who'knows Hrs, Kennedy better than I
do, and I assumethat of four or five of you that is true, should
take this statement as informally as possible, and that is about
how it should be done, if we should do it at all,

MR. DULLES: I wonder if she wouldn't write it out, and
then if we wanted to ask questions on that it would be easier for
her, She could take time 'and just write out everything she could

remember,
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REP. BOGGS: My thought would be that you or Allen check
with Ted Soremsen about this,

MR. MC CILOY: My feeling would be to go to Bobby because
he held her hand throughout the whole thing, and I think that would

be better than Surensen.

REP, BOGGS: Yes, I think so,

MR, RANKIN: I think we could get it by letting her tecll
er story first and arrange to visit her about particular questions
that might not te cbvered, if that is all right with you,

REP, ¥ORD: I think that's the way to do it.

CEAIRMAN: Suppose you do it that way.

SEN. RUSSELL: I think one member of the Commission should
be there without any question. .

MR, MC CLOY: You can talk to Bobby about that. He might
have an idea on that.

CHAIRMAN: All right, gentlemen, is there anything
further? If not I think I saw two or three newspaper men ouiside
and I think we had probably better bring them in here and follow
our practice and get it over with,

SEN. RBUSSELL: You have to feed them a little because
they expect it.

CHAIRMAN: All we nced to tell them now is that we're in
tuasiness and we've got an office ﬁanager, we've got a telephone,
wa're getting our staff together, and we're still gathering reports.
That we have received the report from the State Department today
but we heve not had a chance to evaluate it . Other than the FBI
report e have had nothing yet. |

REP. BOGGS: Vhat about this resolution?

CHAIRMAN: I don't know that I would, What do you think?

SEN, RUSSELL: I don't think we ought to but we expect
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to talk to them again. I think it might be well fo tell them
about it,

CHAIRMAN: All right.

REP, FORD: Sir, I have a bill on the floor.

CHAIRMAN: Go right ahead, We'll adjourn today at the
call of the Chairman, sometime in the week of the Sth of January,

REP, FORD: Do you want me to tell the press to come in?

CHAIRMAN: Yes, would you tell them to come in if they're
there, A

(At this point, approximately 4:15 PM, Congressman Ford

left the conference room, and the press entered.)

CHAIRMAN: Ladies and gentlémen, I have a brief statement
to make, The Commission has been,Feeting here since itwo o'clock,
as you know, and we have been discussing the orzanization and the
workings of the Commission. We have been discussing, z2lso, the
siousekeeping plans that we have been developing through the week,
and we want to announce to you that our headqQuarters will be at
200 Maryland Avenue, Southeast, that's in the building known as
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, directly across the street from the
Supreme Court building.

PRESS: Northeast.

CHAIRMAN: I guess it is Northcast, Right over here by
the Senate Office Building. Well, you gentlemen know where it is,
just right over here, 200 Maryland Avenue.

DRESS: We'll find it, sir.

CHAIRNAN: The General Counsel can tell you the telephune
number, if you wish it, I don't have it. Ve ha&e the fourth floor
of that building. Ve have an office manager there, He came to us
from the General Sorv;ces Administration, Ve have a files expert

there, who was recommended to us and sent to us by Dr. Grover, the
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Archivist., Mr. Rankin is set up there to do busipess as General
Counsel. There is a secretary there and there will soon be a
secretarial staff, we hove, from other departments of the Governmment,

As I‘say, we have been discussing the affairs of organization
and we bhave decided that it would be essential for us in our work
to have the materials upon which the reports we are receiving are
based, and we are formally requesting the agencies to supply those
muterials to us, We have not yet received z2ny reports, except one,
which was received this afternoon from the State Department, and
the FBI report, which you have heard about before. And I think
that is about all I have,

MR, MC CLOY: Ve're in the process of recruiting our

legal staff.

»

CHAIRMAN: Yes, we are in the proccss of doing that, and
ve'll have something to announce on that vory shortly.
PRRESS: Did you say something about materials?

' CHRAIRMAN: You understand that the reports we are
receiving are merely sumnmary reports of what hanpened and in more
or less skeleton form, and in order for us to evaluate them we will
have to see some of the materials upon which those reports are
based. That is a normal thing.

PRESS: You have received iwvo reports, the FBI report
before today, and the State Deparfmcnt report this noon?

CHAIRMAN: That's true.

PRESS: DBoth summary reports?

CHAIRMAN: Yes.,

PRISS: VWhen you say materials, do you‘mean interviews
with eye witnesses, that sort of thing, I'm trying to be general?

CHAIRHAN:; Yes, it would include that.

MR, MC CLOY: Source material,
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CHAIRMAN: Whatever the report is kased on, some might
be documents, some might be reports from investigators, some might
be statements of individuals, and sc forth, that kind of
information.

DPRESS: Would that iaclude physical evidence also:

CHAIRMAN: Vell, of course,

PRESS: Gun, bullets, chat sort of thing, too?

CHAIRMAN: I don't think we need to have possession of
any of those things., I know i:hey'll- be available to us if we need
them but we did not have that particularly in mind,

PRESS: But you would want the ballistic tests?

CHAIRMAN: I think no one on ticCommission,nor the
General Counsel, has read it.

PRESS: Will a report on Oswald by the Russians be

CHAIRMAN: I cdon't know., I have not read it yet. I have
not opened a book. I am sure no one on the Commission has either.

PRESS: Several days ago you talked abeout the Commission
issuing a summary report of the FBI report. <Can you tell us if
you've discussed that and if you're still interested in issuing
a summary report of the FBI report?

CHAIRMAN: I think, right at this moment, it would serve
no purposc to do that. .

DRESS: To issue a summary report?

CHAIRMAN: Yes,

PRESS: I think the phrasing you macde was a nreliminary
statement, ‘

CHAIEMAN: Yes, I think I did, and I think no statement

of any kind should be forthcoming at this particular moment
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PRESS: Do you rule out any statement until your own
work is concluded?

CHAIRMAN: We don't rule out anything. I just say at
this particular time there is none to be made.

PRESS: When will you have the next meeting?

CHAIRMAN: We'll meet at the call of the Chairman, and
I thinlz it will not be within the next ten days.

DRESS: Mr. Chief Justice, have you decided how long it
uight take for the Comnmission to complete its work?

CHAIRMAN: Ve have no reason to judge this, we have not
oven secen the repofts we have to work on.

PRESS: Sir, do you anticipate aoy public hearings at
all or do you think they all will.?e in private?

CHAIRMAN: Ve have not discussed any of those matters.

PUsSS: Thank you,

CHAIRMAN: You're welcome. ilerrvy Chiisismas to all of
you, -

(At this point, approximately 4:30 PM, the Commission

adjourned, to meet at a future cate at the call of the

Chair, )




