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The Chalruon.

Rep. Ford. e, Chilel

of these drafts, and

the wne entitled "ice Favve

preparations and so Towih,

120 or 130 ovagaes, L noticed at least 10 refevences, a

to i, Mesenlco's vious.,

First, ©o ny lmculzdge, ve have never had Mr.

the Commisszion, nor have

CLIA.

any ¥.,B.1. or

If we are going vo use what he

mirate vhy T don't thinlk we should -- we ought to have,

membcrs of the Commiso

reooris

e
| g

present: Chief

Just

Ca the wececord,

Justice,

y Cswald's Life

ahcut L70 come pages

on him.

are sncluded in tvho croposed draft.

Secondly, &

1OV .

My, FMlesenico beling a

5

Mo, he 13 nov A

stances should ve wse anything that he

anvohing else in our record,

proven to be a bhena fidz @

bena fide defector,

cl

bora iide defeccor.

And even

fector, 1

7 mave lcoked over several of them.
in Rugsia,

I will vell

ice Warren and Representative
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T reczived last Uriday & number

And
", early
in the

g I recall,

Masenlzo befoie

e taken deposltions nor have I Seen

you in

()

wne

[0

ion, the basis upon which these statements

rave bzen ied to believe, by people who I believe

thkat thevre is a grave question about the reliabilivy oi

thenuaderro clcrcum-
says about Oswald or
£ he is subsequently

viould have grave questcions

about the utilization of what he says concerning Jswald.

{A+v this polint, Mo,

Dulies enterved the hearing

room, )

Len [May (975
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LY of
Tho Chairman. UG- anybedy elsc. {y n, ARS 9f2ifrs™

Rep., Ford. 0O anybody clse.
ki

I cannot nelp -- I feel oo strongly about this that 1 Just

- ~

chink thot ohe Commission bas got ©o wdke a decision on 1T,

T have a very strong suspicion - and X cannct document 1T
any more thon we can document what he s3ys here about the Oswald
‘casc -~ that v, Hesenko could very well be a Pléns -- nov only
{or other weascns, buc ©or the Cswald case, ond if he 1s
vireliable for other vreasons, ne could be thoroughly unreliable

~
X

seald i concerned. It would be a very casy thing Tfor
the Soviet Union To pluntAﬁim here for & dual purpose _- one Tor
other reasons, and one ©o extricate themselves Trom any implica-
tion in the assassination.

And, ior thesce reasons, 1L think the Commission ought to take
up, one, whecher vie ought ©o get more inforratlon aboud
Mesenito ~- ao farv ao 1L knos, we hqve none, except rumor and
50 forth. And, secondly, whether even 1f uwe got more informatlon
Trom him in dircct testlmony ov depositlon, whether we ought

To use it under any circumstances at the
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The Chalrman. I agrec with you.
Lee, you will wemember, L talked to you about that, ©oo,

come time ago ~-- that we should not rely on This man in any way --

re

certainly not unless the 3tate Pepartment and the C.I.A. vouch
for nim, which they willnot do. And we had that -- at 1is in
Re c,\ro /‘d
P

f»r 7 Lcr /ngtlns"
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the testimony here, ¢ vias talked here by the C.I.A.
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people., I thiunk i¢ was v, McJone who sald thav.

Mie. Raniin., That vas off the record. M

remember .

The Chairtan, VYes, But I am alkrgic to defectors, and

1 just thinkk te shoulda's put cur trust ln any defector unless

it s ynown ansolutely and positively that he 1ls telling vhe

truih -- uniess ne can be corroborated in every respect. And ue

canrot corvohorate Thisz wan atv al

L. fAnd iv would be o vragie

thirg iv we were vo voly on him to any exient, and then 1t should

latcr come ouv that h U

3

[$9)

-

a plant or vas not a true dei'ector.

So I thialk exactvly ag you do, Jerry. I would vobte on the
Comdission nNaot ©o use his testimony,. when we come wo discussing
it.

o

lep., Ford, I juso wanted -~ I thought at this polnt that

oupgtt to bring it up. ind ¥ uanted  you to Know, and the other

Comrisslon menbers © know, my strong feelings in this repacd.

I am delighted To get your reacticn.

When the time comes to make the decision, we will all have to

make 1t. But vie should not start out at thls point possibly using

what we are using of his comments, when in the final analysis
it wight be completely unrecliable and undesirable.

Mr, Dulles. May I just add vhat I concur in what you said,

My, Chairman, and in what Jerry sald.

Cver ohne weciend I hod an opporanity to dlscuss the Mosenko
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, and they are

a2
patier in soimc deteil with my former colleagucee
not yet in a positicn to devermine nis bona Tides. And I gavhered
front what they said that it might te come time bei'ore they

would recacn any conclu:ioﬁs, if tnhey cver can rcach conclusiong,
beecsusce in these dirficult situaticns you never cun be cniively
surc.

30 I think the poesitcion that you have taken that we ought
not vo rely upon this testimony -- and I doubt whether we should
let the name oif Mesenko get into the printed report.

I ¢think therce is some questlion, as I say, as to whether vuc
should in any vay refer o Musenlco by nane. thether later we should
use some of the information, depending upon their judgment as
to kona <ides, that is a question to be decided later.

Mr. Raniin. mw.'Chief Justice, T vhink I ouvght to reporsy
to you about the whole sivuvation as far as the staif s concerned,
o you will all -- The Commissioncrs ~- will be faﬁiliar«with
all the facws as L know about 1t.

He have ©r:n trying to get an answer from the C.I.A, as
t0 what they thought ol the bona fides of Mr. Mcsenko for
somc timc. And., Jinally, after we walted, recently, for several
tecks, they told us They could not come ©to a conclusion. And we
vhen asiied them what we could do about thlis material.

e have been furnished it by the I'.B.I. in a report of an

interview some tiic ago and they said that they didn't think we

could rely on it, or at
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hona fides -- that is the C.i.A. And they sald they thougnt

e shouldn 't use it.

We then have che sroblem that 1 vhinl the Comnission should

agceide av the

ros,

cr Gime, Lhat we will definitely not use 1t.

VoD
I %hinlc that you nced to have some place in a record vhat !y 1ill

be rut in Archives, but not avajlable to the publizc generally,

weept under scecurity precautions, the fact that you did ook
abolt him. &3¢ that yeou dld have this iaformaticn that you do

Fave . And that vou dozilded rot to uze 1t upon careful consideration
o the problem. 3o thot the record will be completve. DBecaus

thore will be peonle. in light of the fact thatv this was a public
defcetion, ©hat has Been ygll publicized in the press, who will
vonc ey why he was never cven called before The Cominisslon.

T think you will wecall that we had the questlon up of
whether ve wolld call him for several months ncow, and we were
waiting wheiner wo could getv any answer from the C.I.A. as ©o
vihetner he was considercd reliable before making that declsion.,
Since ve could not get any answer in the afflrmatlive, there

Was no purncse in bringing his testlmony in here under these
concitlons.
Jev, §ogust received a call from Mr, Helms this morning
about it, and e lcarncd that we even nhad papers that the
Comuiogsionens wiers lookdng at And the stai'l felt that the

Commiscioncrs should brlng te the attention -- or they should

beine o the attontion of the Commissioncers such informratlion as ve
[




had, so that ycou were not in the dark about thd¢ Informacion in

e, llelms eQid that ne thought that it shouldn't cven te
cireulated tothe Commissioners, for fear it mipght get cut, about

kY

the name Mosen<o, ana whacv we had wezeived,

cr

The Chairzan. The name Moscenizo, you say?

Hr. Ranikin., Yes,

The Chailracn, UWell, that name has been in the paper,
nasn’'tv iw?

Mr, Rankin., Ao far ags the ni‘ermation we have associated
uith that nane. ic vhat hc wa; sugsesting., And he said would it
help if Me., MeCone sent a lester to the Chief Justice as Chalrman
of the Commission asking that no refercnce to Moscnko be used.
And I said, "I think éhat vould be helvoful to the Commission,"
because then the Commission would have this pesition of the
C.I.A. on record upon walch they could act if they see Tit when
they consider the watter, find so that is what they propose to do.

The Chairman. Well, my own view 1s that we should not rely
to any cxtent on Mosenko, that there would be grave danger in
doing so, and I would haveno confidence in anything I might say
about his testvimony.

We will just alscuns ¢hot, and we ought to have & meetlng
in a day or two, on & number of aquestlons that have arisen.

S0 we will put that on the agenda.

Rep., U~ed, Very Jiane.
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i, Dullcs. T would lilke to raise the question vihether

we would like to have ¢ letter, though, in our Tilc astiding us
noy to use it. It unight look later to scom2body as though thic

vere an avtcmns by the C.0L.A. ©o bring pressure on usé not to

use a1 certain biv of information. [ don't sce -- they can periectly

-~

well say there are sensitive reasons for not having this name
brouzht up in this ceonncction ~- but T hope they uen't say
we could nov use iv.

The Chairman. I wonder iT they could not say theﬁ 27C Nnow
preprred to wouch for him, and if they don't vouch {or him,

certainly & am not going To.

I
L

Mr. Dulles, That is fine. Then we have a justificatvion for
not asing 1v.

Nov, the testimony, though, might have ceriain background
interest ror wo, bpecaucce there are o 2o55lbilities. Eldher
the Tellew is a plant, or there are certaln bona ridec in the
case. I hc is a plant and saying this, this 1s highly significanc.
We wouldn't use it as the truth,but it mlght influence our
thinding on certain points.

Rep. IPord. Thilc, I think, 1ls pgetting dowun to the crux of
the matviter. We cannotv wass Jjudgment on the matter cf whether
he 1s bona fide or & plant. But it may be desirable for the
Commicsion to indicate that information has been recelved about

Mosenko, and what he alleges to know about Oswald's 1ife in the
(&)

Soview Unilon. Ané therr in our report, we ¢an say we are in no
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positlon ¢o rasoc Jjudgment on 1t.

But ror us o ignose the fact that an apeacy oF ©ur Govern-
ment has & on who says he knovs sometchlng about Oswald's lile

in the Soviet Union, we ought to say something about 1t -- cither
gay vc¢ arc not in a poulilon to say it 4o reiiablc, ic may develop
chat he uas o wasn't welluble. Buv for us o just ignorc che
fact, when we tmew somebedy in the Government has information
from a person who was in Rucsia, and who alleges he knows some-
thing about Oswald, would be unlortunate.

Dhe Chatirman. I ¢hink the crux -- I agree wulth you. And
T think the erux of the whole matter is that the vreport should
be cleur o the erficed “hat we cannot vouch for the testilmony
off L. :l.senko.

Jon't thav your ldeas

Rep. Ford. That is right.

Lut vie perhaps shculdn't Ignore vhe fact that there is some

intormition that the Commlession is famillar with, 1 don'{

g
o

quite how you tiould phrase 1t in the repore.

But to iznerc 1t, I think,would be unforiunate.

The Chairian. Ves.

T think Lee has got the feel of that thing, and 1% can be
donce.

Me, Rankin, The staff was very much worrled atout just
pecating 1% as though we never heard anythling about it, and

hawving somnething develop latcr on that nould cause
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o that chove 'uu such LnTOﬂmauloL and uhﬂu 40 deu

anyihing abous i1t,nnd it vould maybe cirfect the vatidity of
our vinclse wooori,

P, Dullos.  UEodt hoas not alveady been deanc, I think it
nt be well, too, Yo asl the staff to go over this report
and to nolne o bheled coport So us o to wherce thic gech with
OThGLS in corioin cases -~ 1t seeus to me To gee With what we
nave -- in coritoin caces 1t supplemernits it,  But iv wlgh® be
useiul to buwe o arhel study of what kind, and see houw mmen it

gees With other independent inforimtionue have, and vhere 1%

supplenents, adds to or differs Teom 1t.

Ren. Pord. I think you have got ©o analyzZe tiais in two

ways. Cne, i ne is Bbona fide, then what he knews or allegedly
ncis could e heinful. Lut In the alternative, ir he is not
bona Tide, if he 1o 2 dlant, ve would have to take a much
dgifiecrent view at what he said and why ncis nere, This malkes
gulte o cdifference.

And I Qon't vhinlt We can ignore the two alternatives. And

s

there arve only o of Them. And we ought to discuss vhat 1

Mr. Dulles . Do you happen To know the date situavlon,
as ©o the dave of hls defectlion in relatlon to the assassination?
Mo, Rormizin. Well, that is me of the things that I lnquired
into, in trying vo find cuv 7rom tae C.I.A., as fouwhether or not

hemight have beea planted for the purpose of furnlshlng this




infTormavion --

-
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to the stals that wers vorking in this arceca -- Mr, Coleman and
e, Slavicon.  Mnd they assured me that he pad been what they
call dangled before them, before the assassindtlon occurred,

el

Tor several wonthis, 50 that they felt that 1t couldn't have been
anytning that was conaccied uwith vhe idea of furnishing a planc
Tor this particullay 2araose.,
T am envireiy sapisiled from what they told me obout thav.,
fow, we don't have that in the record. Thls is just a
teleprone cenversation.
Rep. Toed., 1T 35 my best recollection that hewias actually

a adef

ecvor some vime in Dcccmber -~ atv a disarrament meeting in
Geneva, Switxerland,~ And the original press reieuses vere ©o
the ef'feet that he wis @ highly significant catch ag far as we
were conserned. because he was in Geneva with these Soviet
Ailsarmasent exXperis.

Therec uas great mysiery o about this partlicular deiection,
becausc the Sovlict Ualon made such a protest -- they went to
the Swisc Governuent, as 1 recall, and raised thé devil about 1t.

Now, subscequent inforiation has developed that he doesn't
appcar ©o be dqulte as big a catch, if any, as far as uc are
concerined.

Having cbsoiutely no faith in what the Sovict Union iries
to do in these kind of cases, herdght have been dangled for one
reason tho or chice noniks before the ﬂUUQSSlnaE}on, but pumped

=




the last thrce weelln sudsequent ©o the as
chat was as hish as nc allegedly de, viitch ©
he 1 supposcd o hove, could be very well

inforpation vhleh he is now giving us in
case.
As I osoay, I ana comwleie and total

about those wlndo of pcople, and theve v
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casacity
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A

ina

2 trr-

3as

v

he mental

£illed with 211 the

nelerence wo the Oswald
skeptic and ¢ynlce
culé be no betier waYy

for the Soviet Union to trey and clean 1ts own scXirvs than ©9 have
o hish ranking derfoctor come and discount Cowald's importance,

Ostiald ‘s cipgnliicance, while he wags in

Do, in my opinion, ve have got ©o
cynical, skewtizal, abouat [r. Mosenko
he might have ag far as the Gswald case.

The Chairian. L, I

weryohing yoa .
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(tlhereupon, at 10:30 a

.

AL,

o Turther husiness
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C

ond any

thinl ve are

vhe Commisslion recessed,

the Soviet Union.

be very hard-bhoiled,

relasionshins
in agrecment on 21lmcst
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