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Workers of the world. unite! 

Communist Party of the Soviet Union. CENTRAL COMhlITTEE 

TOP SECRET 

No. P 126/48 

To comrades Brezhnev and Gromyko 

Excerpt from Protocol no. 126 of the meeting of the Presidium 
of the CC CPSU held on November 28, 1963 

Concerning a reouest bv a New York Times correspondent for Dermission to travel to 
Minsk to collect information about Oswald 

1. Travel to Minsk by New York Times correspondent Tanner or by other foreign 

correspondents to collect information about Oswald’s stay there is to be considered inadvisable. 

2. If the Moscow correspondent of the New York Times makes another request, the MFA 

of the USSR is to be instructed to report that the facts relating to Oswald’s temporary stay in and 

departure from the Soviet Union are known to the U.S. government, thus there is no need to 

travel to Minsk to collect information about Oswald. 
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cc CPSU 

Tanner, the Moscow correspondent of the New York Times, citing instructions from his 

editors, has requested the Press Office of the MFA of the USSR for permission to travel to Minsk 

in order to collect information about the stay there of L.H. Oswald, who was accused of 

assassinating President Kennedy. Tanner also requests information about Oswald, particularly 

about the letters he sent (according to the New York Times editors) to members of the Soviet 

government. 

In accordance with the existing procedure, foreign correspondents are to arrange for 

departure from Moscow to other cities in the USSR through the Press Section of the MICA of the 

USSR and the Office for Visas and Registration of Aliens (OVIR). 

Refusal to grant Tanner permission to travel to Minsk might be looked upon as an attempt 

to conceal certain facts relating to Oswald’s stay in the USSR. 

At the same time, a trip by Tanner to Minsk (and perhaps by other correspondents 

following his example, if they were allowed) would enable correspondents to directly question 

people who had worked with Oswald or come into contact with him or his wife and to collect 

materials for biased reports, which would add new fuel to the controversy surrounding Oswald 

and his stay in ths USSR. In the past few days after the assassination, judging from press reports, 

Oswald has receded into the background and the anti-Soviet furor is gradually beginning to 

subside. 

Taking all this into account, the MFA of the USSR and the KGB of the Council of 

Ministers of the USSR deem it advisable to delay granting Tanner permission to travel to Minsk. 

If Tanner makes another request to the Press Office of the MFA he could be told orally that the 

facts pertaining to Oswald’s temporary stay in and departure from the USSR are known to the 

U.S. Government, thus there is no need for any additional collection of information. 

If other foreign correspondents request permission to travel to Minsk, the response shall 

be that it is not advisable at present to permit such travel. 



The draft resolution is appended. Please review it. 

Original signed: 

A. Gromyko 

November 27, 1963 
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Original signed: 

V. Semichastnyy 

Certified: [illegible signature] 
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