. November 30, 1963
1:16 p.m.

TELZPHCNE CONVERSATION BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT AND MR. DON CSCK
(To Don Cook)

DC: Mr. President?

LBJ: You're already out spending all that money you fat-cats make up there
...they tell me you're down at Saks Fifth Avenue?

DC: Well, [ bad a young crew in town for the Thaunkagiving Holidays
and I had to take them down and keep them from being naked.

LBJ: And...how old is he?
DC: Well, he's about sixteen, now.
L3J: Well, ['ve got a sixteen-year old girl...and she's very unhappy about

Secret Service accompanying her on all of her dates..

DC: Oh, 11l bet she will be..they certainly don't like to be ....
OI..BJ: You better tell Nick to come down and see us..

DC: Well, I certainly will..

LBJ: 1 want to see you sometime next few days whenever you're free.

DC: All right. .I'l1L. ...

LBJ: VWhen is Nick going tack?

DC: He's going back, I think, Monday..Monday morning sometime. . hut

I'll be glad to come down anytime that will fit into your shcedule

LBJ: [ appreciate your memo, very much, and thought it was excellent and
1 just want to philosophize with you a little bit...

DC: All right, 1I'll be delighte 4to come down..
LBJ: Well, if you do...why don't you just check your schedule...l don't want
to mess up any of your business...but you try to figure out if you can
O come down Monday aiternoon...I think that'd be good..maybe have
dinner with us..
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On Monday afternoon....

But if you'd rather come Tuesday...just call Bill Moyers in my
office and tell him when you're coming..what plane you're arriving
on...and I'll have a car to meeat you.

All right. Why don't [ call him Monday morning...

That's right....that's right...teil him what day suits you best...
because there's not anything...except I'm just lonesome for you.

Well, I'll do that....may [ say something?
Yes sir.

Oh, you're gonna make a magnificent President. .. want to say that
and everybody else up here I've talked to says the same thing..
this was a remarkable performance.

1 want to be. .and that's what I want to talk to you about...I want to get
some more ideas and ! want you to start looking for some good people
because our great problem....but we need some top-flight people
...for instance, we've got nobody to run the war in Vietnam for us...
we need the ablest man that we've got...the toughest Chief of Mission
you can have...Lodge is just about as much an Administrator as he is
a Utility Maintenances...he just

He never had to do it...

He never had to do it and doesn't know one damn thing about it...just
leaks to the Press and keeps everybody fighting each other..we need
an able, tough, guy, to go there as Chief of Mission...and, now that's
not anything to be desired by anybody...but [ don'’t imagine those

8, 10,000 boys out there desire it sighar...but we've got to either

get in or get out...or get off...and we need a damn, tough cookie..
and somebody that can say, now, this is it...and has enough judgment
to realize he can’'t make America Vietnam into an America overnight..
Cause if they do...the other damn government will fall..but, there's
just some of the illustration...we need the ablest man you can get

to operate Latin America...they're just coming in here and bumping
them off one at a time

eee hall we've got Col. Chennauilt down there..
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American satienal. . . held as 2 hostags. .and ve cad’t got him out. . don't know
what to do about it..and se farth. .. Andrew Jacksea has been in a war...

er he'd had Chemmaxit. . but that's what we got there and we've get Alllance for
Progress but it is being run by an alliance of misfits. .. we've the foreign aid

bill. . about the sams way and ssbody has any confidence ia it.

Lool““h‘“tod”ooh“muho.m'.”"““
time that I've heard the most. . criticism abeut. . is the foreign aid program.

. «frankly. .there's just canstant criticiam of it but 1 den't know that the peeple
whe talk know what they're talking abeut but the fact that they do talk is ths
important thing not whsther they're sight or nst. .because they either have to
be educated to understanding that what is being dens is right er something
needs to happen but thare’s a lot criticism of the foreign aid program, Mr.

President, witheut any question.
How's the markst doing?

Well, it cortainly showed a lot of confidencs and I belisve that we're goiag to
be losking ferward to really a vary good *64 and *65..aad 1 thiak that there's
real pessibility of coming inte & peried of preity good feeling in the country
gemorally and 1 think with very iittie help the econpmy can producs 2 gross
national product graater than we've aver seen in the whols history of the
republic. Thare naver was a tims when I have fait 0o coafideat abeut what
can taks place. .]I have besa s little troubled adeut the Federal Reserve Board
and what it is duing. . up to now, I thiak it reslly bas dene an exceptiomally goed
mumwymmm’fa-mhmu-m-m
it is quits marginal sew. .it is hevering areund sbout $100 million a wesk

and if Bill Martin ever pushee this thing frem that free ressrve to a ast
deficit in the banking systam, I thiak it is just geing te change the picture
and changs it very considerably. R is the eue thing on the horisoa that I think
{s a real uncsrtainty and ome that could have soms very bad ressits.

Well, what ds we do about it?

Well, I think he's part of the goveramsut and if he dossn’t understand it

I think he's got te be made to see it. I just can’t csaceive of the Federal
Rassrve Board, with the powers that it has a. .the iaflusnce that it has en the
ecosomy gensrally, te just epersting by itself. .l think the Treasury, the
Federal Raserve Board and the Office of the President nsed be very clossly
coerdinsted. . and the Treasury and the Faderal Reserve have got to be, 1
think, close partiss I think to the implementation of the President/s pregram
. o« whenmaver and whatever that program turas eut to be. De you have ane
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mere minate?

Yes.

Let ms mentios eus thiag to you that 1 ran iste yesterday..] was at a meeting
with 3 fow pespie and when . .they were all stility pesple. . whan it was fnishec
.o . thare's a fellow by the same VYenard whe is ths head of the Trade Asss

it is callad the Ldison Elactric Institute. . every year they have a nweting in
Chicage about this time of the year..and they get the Presideats of all utility
companies {rem all ever the U.S. ..te come inte a meeting there. .discussions
of various kiads of problems. . 20 en. . he tald me that one of the things that the:
istended to do this ysar. .l just listensd te him. . was te get ahald of twe or thre
peopls whe allegedly wers . .knsw you. . knew somethiag abeut your previous
policies and perhaps your polite retura of mind. .to have them say sormsthing
about what might be sxpected gensrally. . a0t {n the wtility field but just
generzily {rom the Administration. . ons of the fellows. .1 asked who they were
consideriang. . knsw bhe was after me. . He said Lem Hill, . and of course I know
him to be an old and good {riend. .] dow't knew whether he's been talked to but
if ha hasa’t been. .this particular greup you kmow, covers the whole U.S...if
there’s anything that should be said to them, ] think that ene of your people
might talk to him and get to him before semsbedy else does.

All right
Another zams that was mentionsd....can't remember, ch my gosh..

Ed Qark?

Ed Qazk..yes. He mentioned him alse and of courss I know him, too. He
asked me whether I'd be willing te de anything, and I told him I bad very serion
doubts abeut anybody really..se seen. . endsavering to talk to a group like this
in axy asthoritative way. .that aobedy casuld ever spesk for the President to
begin with and it may be that it weuld be wnseemingly to participate in this kind
of a thing but [ thought I would tell you thet this is being planned that. . my
tentative fecling was it would be better just te keep out of it altogether but that
two other peepls will be asked and if you wanted te affect it one way or another
« «that is whether they did participate er ast. . and what they had ts say..ths
time is now becanse this is very clows.

All right.. You be thinking about whit you think I ought to say to them and. .
or & massage detailed. . .bring back o them. . wvhat wouid be prudent aad at the
same time progressive. “

Yeo. I understand. O.K. I'll see you Monday afternson.

Moaday aftsrnoca. . if that is agresabls, if it is a0t, you call and make it
Tuesday if you watit to or anytime. Bye.

Bye
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