INVESTIGATION OF THE ASSASSINATION OF
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19, 1978

House oF REPRESENTATIVES,
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS,
Washington, D.C.

The select committee met, pursuant to adjournment, at 9:15 a.m.,
in room 345, Cannon House Office Building, Hon. Louis Stokes
(chairman of the select committee) presiding.

Present: Representatives Stokes, Devine, Preyer, McKinney,
Sawyer, Dodd, Ford, Fithian, and Edgar.

Staff present: G. Robert Blakey, chief counsel and staff director;
Leodis Matthews, staff counsel; and Elizabeth L. Berning, chief
clerk.

Chairman SToOKES. A quorum being present, the committee will
come to order.

The Chair recognizes Professor Blakey.

NARRATION BY G. ROBERT BLAKEY, CHIEF COUNSEL

Mr. BLAakEY. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

In late March and early April of this year, three members of the
select committee—yourself, Congressman Preyer, and Congressman
Dodd—as well as three staff members, traveled to Cuba. It was the
first of two trips in which the committee sought firsthand informa-
tion about Lee Harvey Oswald’s alleged visit to the Cuban consul-
ate in Mexico City, as well as other evidence about the Kennedy
assassination. During the trip to Havana the committee representa-
tives were given an opportunity to interview President Castro him-
self.

In a 4-hour session, which was tape recorded, President Castro
denied that he or any official of his government had anything to do
with the death of President Kennedy or with Lee Harvey Oswald
other than the visit to the Cuban consulate in September of 1963.

The committee asked President Castro a series of questions.
First, the committee asked him to recount whatever details he had
learned and could recall regarding Oswald’s two visits to the Cuban
consulate in Mexico City in September 1963.

Mr. Chairman, I ask that JFK F-429A, a photo taken during the
interview of President Castro, be displayed and entered into the
record at this point.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the
record at this place and displayed.

[The information follows:]
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JFK Exsisir F-429A

Mr. BLakey. In addition, may a tape of that interview, JFK
F-429B, and a transcript, JFK F-429C, also be included in the
record at this point?

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the
record at this point.

[Tape referred to above is retained in committee files.]

[The information follows:]



197
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INTRODUCTION

This Staff Report contains an interview held with
Fidel Castro on April 3, 1978. It is President Castro's
story a; told by President Castro, about major areas of the
Committee's concern.

President Castro's words have been transcribed
from the contemporaneous translations of Juanita Vera and
Nellie Ruiz de 2zarade. Their translations have been used
so as to provide as accurate a transcription as possible.
It is based solely on statements made by President Castro;
it does not rely upon or cite other source material, or
evidence the Committee has uncovered. It is based on an
interview conducted by the Committee and staff with
President Castro in Havana, Cuba. This interview, released
today in its entirety, will also be published as an appendix
to the Final Report of the Select Committee on Assassinations,

This Staff Report should not be read as "implying"
that the Committee believes or disbelieves the statements
made. The Committee is currently analyzing and investigating
all aspects of the subjects rasied in this interview that are
related to this investigation. The Final Report will contain
a complete analysis of the subjects discussed during the
interview related to the investigation. The Final Report
will also incorporate all the material that the Select Com-

mittee has acquired as a result of its investigation.
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Page Two
EXCERPT A
Lee Harvey Oswald’'s Visits
to the Cuban Consulate in Mexico City
Stokes Mr. President, did it come to your attention shortly

Castro:

atter the assassination that Lee Harvey Oswald, who was
the accused assassin, had had contact with your Embassy
Ya2s. In fact, it was arfter Xennedv's death that he caught

my attention. 3Because hers nobody racesives news about

anyone g applications for a wisa. These things ar

w

always solved through the Office of The Minister of Foreign
Affairs. GSo it never is taken to the government. You
know, it is not necessary. This is normal routine work.

None of us has anvthing to do with visas. Some officials

n

knew about it when somebodv in particular filed an appli-

. 3ut tens - or mavbve nundrads of thousands of

apolicazions. 3ut when Xennedv was assassinated

and Oswald's actions wers published in the newspapers, the
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officials who had handled visa applications r=zalize
this Oswald could be the same Oswald whe had gone to the
Consulate in order to apply for a visa. That is why we

had news about it, you know? After Kennedy's death we

learned that a man by =he name of Oswald had gona £2 the

Consula*te and
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visa until the countrv of destination granted one. And,
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a
on

{travel to Cuba) wers denied.

ther countrv

Soviet Union granted

our Consul would have grantad the

the gerson would not be comiag to

be going to another countrvy. The

come (here) and if the Soviets

then that would nave accredited

the person would have been

necausa I feel that Lf the Soviets

tnen he would have come here. (In

50 crazy (that ne tried) to come t

obtained the visa from another

for certain that oux Consul

Seen

to stop aeres. Now, can

you imagine if that person nad been to Cuba in October

and then in Novembe

would have been

the Prasident of rthe Unitad States

That is why it has always Zzeen

o

and because

liow,

would

something -- a verv obscure thing -- something suspicious

-- because I interpreted it as a deliberate attempt to

link Cuba with Kennedy'

that seemed +o me

s death. That is one of the

very strange. ., . .
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Page Five

Castro:

Let me ask you this guestion, Mr. President. One oI tx

persons that we have talked with since we have deen ners

in #avana has been your Zormer Consul, Mr. Azcue, who
was produced at our reguest by vour ofiicials here. He

told as that

to the man who appearad at

your Embassv and who Zilled out an apolication IZor an

intransit visa, that the photograpnh which appears on the
visa apolication is the photograph of the man who died
in the United States as Lee Harvey Oswald, but, that
this man was not the individual who had appeared at vour
Embassy in Mexico City. And, my question would be in
two parts: One, have vou nad an opportunity to talk
with Mr. Azcue? and sec&ndl‘, from all <he information
available to you,'wohld'this be your opinion also --

that the man who appeared at the Imbassy was an imposter?

Actually, I don't have an opinion about that. I wouldn't

be able to say whether I've met Azcue once. I don't ra-
member now. I have no recollection at present of having
met Azcue. Because I had been given e information about

all that, I myself did not know whether he was in Mexico
or here., It is very likely that I have seen him some
time; however, I don't rscall having met Azcue those days.
Secondly, about the idea of an imposter, I have no special

theory on that. As far as I have understood, Azcue has an
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ave us compromised.
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He would

Cuba and compromised us
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Page Seven

Castro:

There is something that I can guarantee. The Cuban

government believas that Azcu2 is a serious and honest

man; and that he has never said something differently

from what he said the £irst =zime. He has more or lass
kept his story -- as far as I know. I mean, he is 2
person you can trust. He is a trustful man. That is

all I can say about Azcue. 3ut, I may say that if many

people nave elaborated theories, I am not among them.
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EXCERPT B

Comer Clark's Allegation

Cornwell: One passage reads as follows:
An interview in July 1967 with a British
journalist, Comer Clark...do you have the trans-

lation of it there?

Villa: Yes .

Castro: Let me see it. I have it here.

Pause: (Approximately one minute while President Castro
reads it.)

Castro: This is absurd. I didn't say that.

Cornwell: Did the interview ever occur?

castro: It has Béén i;ﬁehﬁéd>from thé-beginning until the end.
I didn't say that. How could I say that?
It's a lie from head to toe. If this man would
have done something like that, it would have been
our moral duty to inform the United States. You
understand? Because if a man comes here, mentions
that he wants to kill Kennedy, we are (being pro-
voked), do you realize that? It would have been
similar to a mad person. If somebody comes to
us and said that, it would have been our moral
responsibility to inform the United States. How
could we accept a man from Mexico to Cuba who
tells us that he is going to kill President Ken-
nedy? If somebody is trying to create provoca-

tion or a trap, and uh--we would have denounced



208

Page Nine

him. Sure, a person coming here or even in
one of our embassies saying that--and that never
happened--in no part, as far as I know.

Escartin: That refers to the interview you spoke about
in the beginning.

Castro: But how could they interview me in a pizzeria?
I never go to public restaurants and that man
invented that. That was invented from the upper
to the bottom. I do not remember that. And,
it is a surprise for me to see because I couldn't
have said that. You have to see who wrote it.
And, what is the job of that journalist? What
is he engaged in? And, what prestige has this
journalist? Not the one that wrote that book,
but the origin of that version. You should have
to find who he is and why he wrote it, and with
whom he is related--and which sense they have to
attribute those words which are absolutely in-
vented. I think it is possible that you would

. be able to find out who that journalist was.

Do you have some news about that journalist in

that newspaper?

Villa: He was in Cuba and tried to carry out an interview
with you.
Castro: Let me tell you. Of every one hundred interviews

that are requested of me I only grant one because



209

Page Ten

if I were to give all the interviews that I
am requested to, you can be sure that I would
not be able to have anything but twenty-four
hours of my life to have interviews. I would
not have enough time to do anything else. Bar-
bara Walters waited three years for an inter-
view--just almost three years. And even that
of Moyers. I didn't want to have that Moyers
interview. He started talking and the truth
is that he was very insistent from the time he
came down from the airplane and in spite of the
fact that there was no commitment from me regard-
ing the interview. I granted one. There are a
lot of interview requests and it is very diffi-
cult, but I would never have given a journalist
an interview in a pizzeria.

Dodd: I don't even give interviews in a pizzeria.

Villa: Another element commander. That interview was
published in a sensationalist or yellow press
from the United States. It is a non-serious news-
paper.

Castrao: Especially at that time, a lot of barbaric things

were published--a lot of lies.
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Page Eleven

EXCERPT C

Use of Assassinations

As a Political Weapon

Castro: -« « « « . . Itwas reallv something inconceiv-
ables - could have the idea of kxilling the President?
First, because that would have been a tremendous insanity.
The Cuban Revolutionaries and the people who have made
this Revolution have proven to be intrepid and to make
decisions in the right moment. But, we have not proven
to be insane people. The leaders of the Revolution do
not do crazy things and have always been extramely con-
cerned to prevent any factor that could become a kind
of an argument or a pretext for carrying out aggrassion
against our country. We are a very small country. We
have the United States 39 miles Zfrom our shore which is
a very large, powerZul country aconomically, technically,
militarily. So, for many years we lived concerned :hat
an invasion could take olace..I mean, indirect and at
the end a direct aggression. We were very close to that.
Yet look at the conclusions we draw. If the elections
of 1960 had not been won by Xennedy, dbut Nixon instead,
during the Bay of P2igs, the Unitad States would have in-
vaded Cuba. We mean that in the midst of the fight that

Kennedy followed the line that had- been already tracad.
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fact that Xennedy resisted avery kind of

©o nave zZhe Marines land in our country. 3ecaussa

aer2 werxs nanvy
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We never snot at them. “ahv? 3ecause we made 2very
possidle 2ffort so that an incident of that kind would not
Decome a praitext to be attacked. So, we have follcwed

the policy. We had an American boat just three miles

away from us for vears, a warship Zull of slectronic
communications eqguipment and never a hostile action

was carrisd acainst that warship. So, there are many

avents that have proven how careful Cuba has always been

to prevent the perpetration of an invasion. We could

U

have died heroically - no doubt about it. Mow, that

would have been a victorv f£or our people. They're

willing to be sacrificed and to die. VYet, it would
have been just another page in historv..nothing else.
So, we have always been very much aware to not give

The United States the pretext..the possibility .. for
(an invasion.) What was the cause of the missile crisis?
The need we had to seek vrotection in case of an
(invasion) from the United Statas. We agreed on the
installation of the (statagic) nissiles, because un-
doubtedly that diminished the danger of direct aggression.
That became a danger of another kind, a kind of a global
danger we became, but we were trying to protect our
country at all times. Who hers could have operated

and planned something so delicate as the death of the

United States Prasident. That was insane. From the
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Jur country wnich is

these years, in every oossible sense. Since rche Unitad
States 1s much mors sowerZul than we are, what could we gain
from a war wizh the Unitad 3tazes? The United Statas would

lose nothing. The destruction would have been nere. Th

ir surveillancing Zor

yvears.

aw over our territory averyv day. The
women said that they could not go over their terrace naked
for the U-2 would have takan a2 picture of Zhem. Thai thaing
we could not allow <o happen, vou Xnow, decause iz was

demeralizing. 5o, thers were, vou <now, :=hose Zlighss just

very close to the soil.

demoralizing Ior our peovla. It was impossible o let
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them continue to do’that, so we had to shoot at them. On
the following day after the missile crisis, we had the
need to shoot at those planes, because to have allowed
thag would have created a demoralization among our people.
And, I say that if we allowed that, you wouldn't have been
able even to play baseball here. Because those planes
came just twenty meters from here, so it was really de-
moralizing. See, the U-2 came very high, you know, and

I tell you, Cuba has been characterized by following a
firm policy, a policy of principles. Our position was
known after the missile crisis. We were not in a position

to make any concessions. That is a known position, but Cuba,

the leaders of the Cuban Revoluttion, have never nade

chat kind of insanity, and that I may assure vou. And
the biggest kind of insanity that could have gone through
anyone's miad here would have been that of thinking of
killing the Presidenc of the United States. ﬁobody

would nave thought of that. In spite of all the things,
in spite of all the attempts, in spite of all the irritation
that brought about an attitude of firmness, a willingness
to fight, that was translated by our people into a spirit
of heroism, but it never became a source of insanity.
I'll give you practical reasons. Aapart from our

ideology, I want to tell you that the death of the
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leader does not change *the svstem. It has never done
that. And, the best example we have is 3atista. 3atista
murdered thousands of our comrades. If there was anyone

in which that kind of revenge was justified, it was
Batista. However, our movement did very difficult things,
but it never had the idea of physicallyeliminating Batista.
Other revolutionary groups did, but nevar our movement.

We had a war for twenty-five months against Batista's
army and spent seven years under 3atista's dictatorship
with thousands dving. But, it never came to our minds..
we could have done it, wvery well, but we never thought
about that, because it was different from our £feelings.
That is our position. That is why we are interested.

That is why I was asking you whether you are really
nopeful té give serioﬁsrconclusions on this. On our

part, if there is something we could give you, we

would, without any kind of preconditicn. The informa-
tion we have offered vou is not conditioned to anything.
In spite of the fact that the problem is thorny, that
doesn't stop this Committee here from giving the im-

pression that we are being judged nere, that we are

being tried.
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EXCERPT D

. Statements Made By Fidel Castro

At the Brazilian Embassy on September 7, 1963

Castro: . . .« =« . . Then a journalist asked me ... and the
purpose I had ... I don't remember literally what I said,
but I remember my intention in saying what I said and it
was to warn the government -hat we Xnow about the (at-
temptad) plots against our lives. I mean, in one way or
the other to let the United States government Xxnow thac
we Kknew about the axistance of those vlots. So, I said

scmething like those plots start to set a very bad precedent,
a very serious one -- khat that could become a doomerang
against the authors of those actions ... but I dié not

mean to threaten by that. I did not mean even that ..

not in the least .. but rather, like a warning that we

xnew; that we had news about i%; and that to set those
precedents of plotting the assassination of leaders of

other countries would be a verv bad precedant .. something

e

very negative. And, if at present, the same would happen
under <he same circumstances, [ would have 1o doubt in
saying the same as I said {then) because I didn't mean
a threat by that. I didn't say it as a threat. T did

‘not mean by that that we were golng to take measuras -

similar measures - like a restaliation Zor that. We nevar
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meant that because we knew that there were plots. For
three years we had known that there wére olo%s against us.
So, the conversation came about very casually, vou know;
but I would say that all these plots or attempts wera

part oI the everyday lifs.

I do remember about being in the 3razilian Embassy at

that time ... that I did make 3 statement in that sense ...
in the sense that I was informed of the plots and that
that was a very bad precedent to form the various prin-

ciples in relation to ...
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KENNEDY

SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS

Name __Fidel Castro Ruz Date april 3, 1978 Time g:30 oM
Address Havana, Cuba Place pPresidential offices

\
Interview: Present were President Fidel Castro and his interpreter,

Senorita Juanita Vera, Captain Felipe Villa, Senor Ricardo Escartin,
Zenen Buergo, and Alfredo Ramirez (representing the Government of
Cuba). Also present representing the Government of the United
States were Congreésmen Louis Stokes, Richardson Preyer, Christopher
Dodd and staff personnel of HSCA: G. Robert Blakey, Chief Counsel,
Gary Cornwell, Deputy Chief Couhsel and Edwin Lopez, Researcher/
Translator.

The meeting opened and President Castro stated:

Castro: Do you have the supposed statements that I have made? I
have tried to remember. There is an individual who says
that he inter&iewed me in a restaurant. That is very
strange. I tried to recall him, you know. I tried to
recall (the proposed) interview and on cne occasion (he)
said that it was in a (pizzeria). I just reached a
conclusion not only because of the circumstances in
which he says the interview was made, but also be-
cause of the content of the interview . . .or the

alleged interview. I am absolutely certain that that
Interviewer Signature

Typed Signature

Date transcribed started g?;g 10
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Castro Interview Page three

2 verv serious one -- that that could become a boomerang

against the authors of those actions ... but I 4id not
mean to thresaten bv that. I did not mean even that ..
not in the least .. but rather, like a warning *that we

knew; that we had news about it: and £hat to set those

%]

orecedants of »nlotting the assassination of leaders of
other countries would be a veryv bad precedent .. something
very negative. And, if at present, the same would happen

under *the same circumstances, I would have no doubt in

because I didn't mean

saying the same as I

a threat by tha as a threat. I did

I
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not mean by that that we wer2 golng to take measures -
similar measures - like a retaliation for that. We never
meant that because we Xxnew that there were »nlots. For
three years we had known that thers were plots against us.

So, the conversation came about very casually, you know;

but I would sav that all these plots or attempts were

part of the everyday life.

I do remember apout deing in the 3razilian Imbassy at
that time ... that I did make a statement in that sense ...

in the sense that I was informed of the plots and that

that was a very bad precedent to form the various prin-
ciples in relation to ... I remember (another nefarious
precadent) was that of the aijacking of planes. The

18T

were Cuban vlanes, and the

hijacking oZ the oplanes was =2ncouraged by &the United States

government. Zven an amount 0% money was offered as a
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nac nijacked a Cuban oplane. And
later what happened? wNell, 1z was all the wav around --

terrorist elements and insane a2lements and every xind of

c2opole (Once) the orecedsnt was astablished, thes=
people started to nijack slanes. And that is what I
may tell you is part of that exgeriasnce. And I repeat

again that iZ a similar situation would come about, I

could say just the same words -- I could say just-the

same. Yow, I cannot guarantas dec2use I don't have the
exact recollection. I don't have the exact copy of what
I said literallv. And, of course, one alwayvs has to be

care®ul with the versions even on a given statement. 3ut

now, what were the intentions of that man when he wrote
that ne had interviewed me ia the restaurant, and writing
the things h2 wrote? There was a daliberate purpose -- of
creating confusion, of olanting confusion and trving to
have Cuba inveolw=d in these avents.

dent, as a result of the statements or the con-

entl

(]

ran at that time, did

I am trying to recall the date. I can tell vou that in
the period in which Xennedy's assassination took place

XKennedy was changing nis policy toward Cuba. I mean by
that ha was not adodting measures, not in
style and aggressive measurss against Ciba existed Ior

manv years. Tirst of all, the 3ay of Pigs; then the

41-372 O - 79 - 15(Vol, 3)
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missile crisis; then the piratic attacks -- those attacks
which were organized in Central America and Miami, at a
time at which thev sent the mother hoats to attack the
rafineries, the warehouses, boats, merchant ships, port
installations and even the f{innocent) population was also
attacked in those days by these people. It has been
known later - more or less - for how long these actions
lasted. YNow at that time, Xennedy was starting to guestion
all these things. One of the facts, one of the events, was
that an American official from the United Vations called
my house. I don't speak English, so he spoke to one of
my comrades who was with me there. After that, I've been
able to go with more accuracy through those things. And,
I think it was Atwood. I think it was Atwood because later
he was appointed Ambassador to Guinea, and that was very
significant because it was the first time such a thing
happened -~ the first time such a gesture came about. And,
you could see undisputably that a new trend was coming (into)
existénce in the sense of established contacts. So, it was
a sort of a change (in) policy. I don't recollect exactly
what month it was. Have you been able to reconstruct
the time at which Atwood (phoned me) at my house?

Escartin: We have been able to reconstruct that date around (inaudible).

Castro: Well, that was after the missile crisis, I think. That
was after the Bay of Pigs and the missile crisis. I was
of the opinion that the only man who could change that

policy was Kennedy himself, because it seemed to me that at
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that time it was not a time of the 3av of Pigs. At that
time nhe had more experisnce. and, he had mucn more
authority. Mavbe after the missile crisis, he had much
more influence. I was convinced that Xennedy was the man
with enough talent and enough courage to guestion and
change that volicy. And, people started to (feel) about it.
And I felt that a positive act was that famous speech he
made at the American University. It was a speech about

the need for peace, the need for prevention of war, the
destructions that Hitler's invasion on the Soviet Union

had caused. (HYe expressed +this) in terms that he had not
used for a long time -- that had not been used in the
American theory Zor a long time. I have read all over

that speech again. I cannot say that that's a perfect
(speech), I feel that it had some gaps, but if you bear in
mind what he said, at tae moment he said it, in the midst
of the cold war, there is no Zoubt that those statements
were of a tremendous value. Yow, in addition to that,

she unfortunate circumstance happened that in the days
previous to Xennedy's death a French journalist visited

our country -- Jean Daniels. Then he told me .. he said
that he was interested in having a discussion about a
special topic with me. I remember that I took him with

me to Veradero. Then, in the morning -- it was the moraing
on the way to VYeradero and also ac the beach he wa

2X-=

w

plaining to me his purpose. We were talking about all this.
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And, I would say that he was bringing a kind of message
from Xennedy. 1In substance, as far as I remember now, he
himself has spoken about +this on several occasions. 3ut,
tne most important thing was he told me that Ksnnedy had
explained to him the great Zanger that existed during the
missile crisis, and that Xennedy asked himself whether I
{(also) was aware of the whole danger that was announced

at the time of the missile crisis. But, he was (somewhat)
traumatized with all the remembrances of those days. When
Kennedy found out that this journalist was coming to Cuba

- he had a long talk with this journalist. (He asked the
journalist to talk with me, and then return to Washington
with a response). We were just talking in those terms.

He had to finish exvlaining to me everything he had talked
about with Xennedy and I had to give him an answer about -
all this. But then at lunchtime or after lunch -- I don't
remember quite well -- the first news started to arrive

by radie that an attempt against Kennedy had taken place
and that he had been seriously wounded crecisely at the
moment that we were having that talk and that came to be
another smyptom, that Kennedy was cuestioning

the policy that had been followed so far. Maybe he was
elaborating some formula in order to have that policy
changed. (From our) point of view, Mr. Xennedv was the
only man that at that point had the authority and enough

courage in order to bring about the change in that policy.



225

Castro Interview Page aight
That was mv opinion 2t that tinme.
3tokes: Do vou remember *he name oI the journalist?
Castro: Jean Daniel =-- a French journalist -- very well known --

enijoys prestige. He

Zor some time,

and he was well impressed with Xennedy and he was pre-

cisely letting us know {about) the whole interview wi
RKennedy, and the things that he had talkxed about with

Xennedy regarding Cuba. It was assumed *that

tell him something so that n1e would go zack and convey 1t
td Xennedy. 3But, before we had just finished with our
conversation, the news arrived of the attempt against
Xennedy's life. Actually, we were wvery much concerned
and immediately we suspectad that an effiort could be made
in order to trv to link us... to link that death attempt
with +he Cuban prcblems. 3ecause immediately, vou Xnow,
it seemed to (us that) also within that atmosphere of a
cold war, some people could try to have us linked with
Xennedy's death -- to the point that we were very concerned
and we thought akbout the measures that we could take in
the face of a danger of
Stokes: Mr. President, I thinkperhaps in that respect that it might
be good for you to tell us what your reaction and that of
the Cuban people was to the assassination of President
Xennedy .
Castro: I have no objection in telling you my reaction. It was
a natural and logical reaction. Actually, I felt sad

about it. I received that news with bitterness. Reasons?
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First, I think an event of that nature always produces
that reaction even when it is a political adversary.

It's kind of a repulsion, a rejection. In the second
place, I think I have said before *hat Kennedy was an ad-
versary that we had sort of become used to. I mean that
political, a strong political struggle existed. But,

he was a known adversary. He was somebody we knew. We
had {undergcne) the Bay of Pigs, we had had the missile
crisis -- so many things had happened. And, at least

he was an adversary we knew about. And all of a sudden,
vou have the impression that something is missing . . .
that something is missing. (Thirdly,) on the basis of
very deep political feelings, I think the first thing I
learned from Marxism was the idea that situations,
societies and social processes do not depend on men, but
rather that there is a system:; and the system cannot be
changed by changing the men even on the basis of an old
controversy. For the very past century among revolution-
aries, between those who thought that the Czar should be
eliminated or that the emperor had to be eliminated
because they were the chiefs. That was the theory of
dictatorships. Marxists always have been opposed to the
idea of killing or having a verson killed. That was a
very much debated topic among the Marxist (elements). That
is one of the first things the Marxists learned;

and that it doesn't make sense to kill the political

leaders . . . to such an extent
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that in our own experience hare (in Cuba) it never came

to our minds the idea that 3atista's regime could be

eliminated by eliminating the verson. We attacked a
regiment with 120 men . over 129 nen . one of the
strongest reqgiments of the country ... in order :to take

nold of the weapons and to start a struggle against

Batista. And, it never came to our minds the idea of
killing Batista. If we had wanted to eliminate Batista,
we would have been able to. Later 32 men came back to

the country from Xexico in a boat that was barely 63 feet

long. We travelad 1390 kilometers. 'Je started a war

in Sierra Maestra and it never came to our minds the icea
of eliminating 3atista phvsically. (Some) people thought
that killing Batista would change the system.

And finally, maybe one of the things that I regretted the

most was that I was convinced that Kennedvy was starting

to change, himself. 2nd, I was going by the {mpression)
that I was here =zalking to that man who was bringing a
message from him. Actually, I was sad. I was very
badly depressed. The imprassion I got was very dad.

I was very sad about it. He was an adversary; a man
with his personal charactaristics .. being intelligent.
you may always have the adversaries, but you have an
assessment of them as a person, as an intellectual, as

political leaders. To a certain extent we wers honored
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in having such a rival. He was not mediocre. He was
an outstanding man. And, that was my reaction.

Stokes: Mr. President, did it come to vour attention shortly

Castro:

after the assassination that Lee Harvev Oswald, who was
the accused assassin, had had contact with vour Embassy
in Mexico City?

Yes. In fact, it was after Xennedv's death that he caught
my attention. Because here nobody receives news about
anyone filing applications for a visa. These things are
always solved through the Office of The Minister of Foreign
Affairs. 50 it never is taken to the government. You

know, it is not necessarv. Thi; is normal routine work.
None of us has anything to do with visas. Some officials
knew about it when somebodv in particular £iled an appli-
cation there. But tens - or maybe hundrads of thousands of
people file applications. But when Kennedy was assassinated
and Oswald's actions were published in the newspapers, the
officials who had handled visa applications realized that
this Oswald could be the same Oswald who had gone to the
Consulate in order to apply for a visa. That is why we

had news about it, vou know? After Xennedy's death we
learned that a man by the name of Oswald had gone to the
Consulate and filled out an apolication for a visa - that

he had been told that we did not normally give an intransit

visa until the countrv of destination granted one. And,



229 .

Fidel Castro Interview Page twelve

Stokes:

Castro:

then we were told that a person had gotten very upset and
nad protested in an irate manner because he could not re-
ceive a visa. This was the news I had, more or less. The
rest vou Xnow.

Wde weres wondering your . .

There is something I would like to add in that connection.
You see, it was always very much suspicious to me --that

a person who later appearad to be involved in Xennedy's
death would have requested a visa from Cuba. Because, I
said to myself - what would have happened had by any
chance that man come to Cuba - visited Cuba - gone back

to the States and then appeared involved in Kennedy's
deatn? That would have really been a provocation - a
glgantic provocation. Well, that man did not come to Cuba
simply because that was the norm -- we rejected visa ap-
plications .. like that. 1In those days the mechanism

was very rigid because, of course, we had suspicions of
anyone who tried to come to Cuba. People in charge of
granting visas asked themselves: Why does (this applicant)
want to come to Cuba? What kind of counter-revolutionary
activity could he carry out in Cuba? Maybe the people
thought that the perscn was a CIA or FBI agent, vou Know,
s0 it was very difficult for a North American, just £from
his own wishes, to come to Cuba -- because systematically
we denied the visas. So, I think that there could always
he an exception, but in those times it was very, very

difficult to have anyone from the United States come into
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Cuba because there was a3 tremendous suspicion and becauss
in general vpermits *o (travel to Cuba) were denied. llow,
if it was a transit visa going toward another country -
let's say -~ had the Soviet Union granted the visa,

you may be sure that our Consul would have granted the
transit visa because the person would not be coming <o
Cuba only, but would be going to another country. The
nerson would have to come {here) and if the Soviets would
have granted the visa, then that would have accredited
the person..like, vou know, the person would have been
given a transit visa because I feel that if the Soviets
had granted the visa, then he would have come here. (In
that era) it was not so crazy [(that ne tried) to come to
Cuba because if he had obtained the visa from another
country, it would have been fbr certain that our Consul
would have grantad him the visa to stop here. Now, can
you imagine 1f that person had been %o Cuba in October
and then in November the President.of the United States
would have been killed? That is why it haé always been
something -- a very obscure thing -- something suspicious
-- because I interpreted it as a deliberate attempt to
link Cuba with Kennedy's death. That is one of the things
that seemed to me very strange. (The facts of the avents)
seemed very strange also. As it was published, Oswald
would have shot several times at a car that was moving with
a telescopic (rifle). (I remember) when we trained in

Mexico in order to come to Cuba to make revolution we had
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Stokes:

several guns like that and it could be that we learned
almost everything that could be lesarned about telescopic

pistols, even the differences between different pistols; a

normal vpistol with a trigger, an automatic pistol and

a telescopic (rifie). t is much more practical if vou
use a normal sight . . . when you try to focus a moving
target and you {do it) more accurately .. with that xind

than with a telescopic sight. A telescopic sight view

gun should be used against a fixed target -- not a moving
one -- It is very difficult. And, I tell you it seemed
very strange that he used that weapon and that those shots
could have been made with that kind of weapon. Because,

when you shoot the first charge you have to take the weapon

away from your face to (focus) it again, to try to find

the object again..the target..and you lose time -- it is
quite difficult. I don't know whether later things were
technical proof - tecanical tests were made to see whether

- just a normal shooter at that distance and at that
speed of the car could have {accurately made such shots).
That was something else that was very suspicious to me.
But, as far as we are concerned, what was most strange
was Oswald's attempt to visit Cuba.

Realizing, 'r. President, the enormity of the appearance

of Oswald at your IZImhassy and realizing the significance
Y 4 J

that it had relative to the assassination itself, was it
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important enough thaE you summon individuals who would
have knowledge about his appearance to talk with you or
to submiif written reports relative to this matter?

Castro: I think what happened was the following:‘ Nobody knew that.
The comrades who had news of that, after the events
took place, they reported it, I think, to the Minister of
Foreign Affairs. So, the only thing we did was when the
Warren Commission was crsated and it requested information
about this, it was agreed to send all the information we
had at that time . . . I recall that we were consulted
with something about the visa application and we were
willing to offer all the information they wanted. Now
it was assumed that they were conducting the investigation.

If they had wanted some additional action on our part

(material from us), they should have (reguested) it. But,
they did not request any other (information} since . . .as
far as I have understood . . .here we spoke with the people

(our people) who had been in Mexico and our people went
into the details of what really happened. And, that was
very well clarified. Beyond this, there was not much more
that we could do. VYou can imagine there was not much that
we could contribute. As far as I have understood, the

Mexican lady who used to work at the Consulate was later

the object of many Pressures ~- even some kind of
persecution.
Villa: She was arrested by the Mexican police with the purpose

of finding out what he had said at the Consulate.

Castro: All that they said -- it was assumed that thev wanted her



233

Fidel Castro Interview Page sixteen

Villa:

Castro:

Villa:

Castro:

Villa:

Castro:

to say that also while at the Zmbassy he had made reference
to xilling Xennedy. So the Mexican police had the purpose
of having the Mexican declare that.

Zxactly.

and, who were the peoole interested in that? Who could be
the peopls interested in that?

To us that is very clear.

But, that is something worth to be taken into account. Why
wouldlthat ladv become the object of that oppression?

What do you xnow about this lady now?

She lives in Mexico at oresent. She used to work in the
Consulate and she was svmpathetic of the Cuban revolution.
She, of course, has a very aigh merit and that after that,
knowing how these things are, a person that did not enjoy
the diplomatic immunitv could have been coerced.

She could have been blackmailad and she could have been

" submitted by fear, vou know, in order to have her make

a statement that would be against Cuba -- harmful to Cuba.
So, it is a tremendous merit that this Mexican lady did
behave the way she did because you know how veople are

in some countries of the world. They take a helpless woman
without any kind of protection and then she can be forced
to say anything. Ore guestion I would like to raise with
vou because we are speaking about that topic about which

we are very pleased %o give you all the opinions and all
the cooperation that vou might reguest that is in our
hands. YNow, do vou think vou are going to be able to

bring out something really clear on the whole work you're
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Stokes:

doing? Do you think you are going to be able to reach

a clear conclusion?

Mr. President, that 1s the precise reason why we are hers
in your countryv. One of the things we said to your top
officials Friday morning at our first session was that

we came to vour country without any preconceived ideas

or notions or conclusions of any type. We have tried to
pursue the entire investigation in a fair and objective
manner, searching only for the truth. The assassination
of President Xennedy was a traumatic experience for the
American people. And in addition to the trauma which

was incurred by them, we found that a Gallup Poll in’
January of 1977 revealed that 81% of the American people
believe that someone other than Lee Harvey COswald partici-
vated in the assassination of President Kennedv. 0Only
19% believe that he was a lone assassin. Consequently,
the mandate given this Committee by the House of Repre-
sentatives was for us to investigate all of the facts

and circumstances surrounding the assassination of
President Xennedy. Precisely, it is our job to ascertain
who killed the President. Did such a person have help
either before or after the assassination? And then to
ascertain in that respect whether there was or was not a
conspiracy to kill the President. Additionally, we are
charged with the responsibility to ascertain the perform-
ance of our own agencies in the United States; that is,

the FBI, CIA, Secret Service, all of the American agencies
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Castro:

Stokes:

Castro:

Stokes:

Castro:

Stokes:

rhat participated in some way in the investigation con-
ducted by the Varren Commission. And then lastly, our
mandate is to make recommendations to the United States
Congress based upon our findings as a result of the total
investigation. So we have approached the investigation
in that way -- hoping that we will be able to ascertain
the truth of these facts and then be able to put to bed
the theories, the rumors, the soeculation that presently
exists around the assassination of President Xennedy.
Have vou had a broad access to all the possible sources
of information?

Yes, we have. 1If vou have reference to our own agencies
and our own files, the answer is ves, we have.

Are you optimistic about the fact that you'll be able to
reach a sound conclusion on this nroblem? Are you odti-
mistic about it?

We are ootimistic that even though the job is an awesome
responsibility for the eleven men and one woman who are
members of this Committee, along with the staff of 115
people, all of whom we feel are dedicatad to this task,
our final report will be one that will be a highly pro-
fessional and competent job.

Any other guestion that you would like to raise I would
be pleased to answer.

Could we for a moment, “r. President, go back to the
moment vou learned about Lee Harvey Oswald having been
at vour Embassy in Mexico City? Do you recall a speech

that you made on the 23rd of Yovember?
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Castro:

Villa:

Castro:

vilia:

Stokes:

Castro:
Stokes:

Castro:

Stokes:

Castro:

This is on the twenty ... the speech on the 23rd. Did
we have the data at that time that Oswald nad been at
the Embassy?

No. Yo.

So very likely we did not have it. I think I learned
about that some days later and not immediately.

You mentioned that in the speech on November the 27th.
27th - all right. Then my guestion would be firstly in
two parts. One, 1f he remembered the speech he made on
November 27th, and then secondly

But, you should not confuse the man with the system.

Yes, right, right. That's what you told us earlier, right.
That would be a negative fact for the interest of humanity.
These ideas I've always had about this.

And with reference to the second part of my question
regarding the matters which occurred at the Cuban Embassy
in Mexico City which vou referred to in the November 27th
speech. Do vou recall from whom yvou learned what had
transpired at vour Embassy?

I cannot recall. It should have been through Foreign
Relations or maybe the Minister of the Interior. Some-
body reported to me. We were just repcorted to about

the facts -- that a gentleman had appeared at the Embassy
requesting a visa by the same name as the man accused of
having assassinated Xennedy. I don't remember how it

was told to the American authorities. I remember the
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Warren Commission requested through the Swiss Interest
Section all the information we had about it. And, im-
mediately, we put at their disposal all the materials

we had. Because of course, we were interested more than
anyone else in those events being clarified. We were

more interested than anyone. At the first moment we were
somewhat, you know, uncertain about what was behind this --
whether there were some peovle that wanted to use that

in order to promote an 2ggression against Cuba. We had
many reasons to suspect that because tremendous things

had happened in that sense. We thought that maybe some
very reactionary element could have wanted to eliminate
Kennedy and just on the wav trv to eliminate Cuba, you know.
That's why we were observing the whole development of
events. But, some days later it started to be clearly

seen that it was not a campaign orchestrated against Cuba.
But, I'm not - I have no doubt in the least that if they
had had the least evidence to link Cuba, that would have
been done. A tremendous campaign would have been made

and a very dangerous situation would have been created

for us. But, now you have to bear in mind, at least to

the extent that we know, that the Warren Commission did not
make any charge against Cuba, nor did it conduct any

effort in that sense. We were under the imoression

though, that they wers working objectively or that if

they were able to discover something, thev would handle

it. They would expose it. 3ut, we thought that the danger

412372 O - 79 ~ 16(Vol. 3)
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villa:

Castro:

that we were concerned about in the very first moments
were then no longer so bad. The fact that somebody

went to the Embassv was what brought about the suspicion
that somebody had tried to link Cuba. The other theory

is that this individual decided nimself just because

of his initiative -- to visit Cuba - with what purpose?
That nobody knows. You would have to have good doses of
naivete to think that he was the one who planned the trip
to Cuba -=- that he olanned the trip to the Soviet Union
nimself. Actually, all of that is very strange, vou know,
very rare -- that he tried to go to the Soviet Union; that
he tried to go through Cuba -- no other place, but through
Cuba; because to go to the Soviet Union you don't have to
go to Cuba necessarily. And to this we could add the
further event that this individual who could have been
able to clarify all because who could have shed more

light on this than he himself - Oswald - 24 or 48 hours
later. Yow many hours after the event?

28 hours.

He was killed 28 hours after the event. And the only
explanation given by the assassin was a sentimental
reason. As far as I recall from what I read at that

time he said that he had seen Kennedy's widow crying

and seen the wnole drama. Ye decided to take revenge

with his own hand. And later on it was Xnown that he was
not a kind of a sentimental man: I mean to say he's a psy-

chotic character and in the very face of the policemen -



239

Castro Interview Page twentv-two

killed the supposed author of Xennedy's death. Because,
who could have verified that better? ©Why was this nan
killed? I do know that you have more information than I
do -- much more information than I may have on Jack Rubv's
personality. . and, if Jack Ruby fora kind of strictly
sentimental reason would have gcne there to the very

police station and in the face of the policemen killed

the supoosed author of Xennedyv's death. All this seemed

to us very strange. And that is why we gave such importance

to the =2ffort he made in the Cuban Embassv. It was a kind
of an attempt by somebody o have Cuba involved in the
whole affair, in the whole issue. Aanother reasonable
fact which I think deserves attention, a fact that de-
serves attention - and that is something that was known
afterwards when the Senate Committee conducted their
investigations was that practically the same day that
Kennedy was killed, a CIA agent was going to have an
interview. I do not know whether he had olanned that
interview with an important agent (Cubela) in order

to assassinate me. I felt that a poison was going to
be given to that person who was supposed to kill me.
So, that is another element which is very suspicious.
The same day Xennedy is killed, well about those same
days, I get an attempt, a very urgent attempt by an
individual with a plan to assassinate me. The Senate
(Intelligence Commitzee)} did not give his name, but we

1€ one

know who he was. And, there is no doubt that
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Stokes:

verson had the possibility to carrv out that attempt,

[

it was that person. Because, he was a man who came from
the revolutionary ranks and he had very much good relations
with us. So, I would say that among the very many at-
tempts, plans, olots, collaborations of the CIA, this

was one that had many possibilities of success because

that individual had access to us. And that visit practi-
cally coincided -- that's a wvery susvicious coincidence
with the Xennedy assassination - very .. We did not learn

this until the Senats Committee investigation was con-
ducted. Now, in connection with this Embassy, what were
vou interested in -- in connection with the Embassy and
the visit?

Let me ask you this guestion, Mr. President. One of the
persons that we have talked with since we have been here
in Havana has been your former Consul, Mr. Azcue, who
was produced at our request by vour officials here. HYe
told us that with reference to the man who appearad at
your Embassy and who f£illed out an application for an
intransit visa, that the photograph which appears on the
visa application is the photograph of the man who died
in the United States as Lee Harvey Oswald, but, that
this man was not the individual who had appeared at your
Embassy in Mexico City. And, my question would be in
two parts: One, have vou had an opportunity to talk

with Mr. Azcue? And secondly, from all the information
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available to vou, would this be your opinion also --
that the man who appeared at the Embassy was an imposter?
Castro: Actually, I don't have an opinion about that. I wouldn't
be able %o say whether I've met Azcue once. I don't re-
member now. I have no recollection at present of having
met Azcue. Because I had been given the information about
all that, I myself did not know whether he was in Mexico
or here. It is very likely that I have seen him some
time; however, I don't recall having met Azcue those days.
Secondly, about the idea of an imposter, I have no special
theory on that. As far as I have understood, Azcue has an
idea on that. 1I've heard those comments before -- comments
about the possibility of a difference, that he noticed
the difference between the person who appeared requesting
the visa and the person known as Oswald. But, I don't
have a theory on that. It is likely that there could be
two different peovle. But, now I am thinking -- 1if the
person had obtained the visa, would he have visited Cuba?
That is a hypothesis. What 4did he want the visa for?
From my voint of view, the individual could have come to
Cuba and compramised us. He would have us compromised. It
seems to me that to apply for the visa had the purpose
of having the individual come to Cuba. Now, we would
have to enter into many conjectures to reach a conclusion
on that. 3ecause where Jdid he get the passports? Where

did he Zind the passports *that he was taking there?
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Villa:

Castro:

Where was Oswald's passport? Wwhat became of Oswald's
passports? Those papers should be somewhere.

I don't know what could have been the sense of sending
another man, but I wouldn't dare deny that vossibility.
Actually, we would have tc know what would have been

the purpose. Why would another person have been sent?

I don't know whether you would have a theory about that.
Personally., I don't have a theory.

About the possibility of an imposter, in public sources
we have read that the possibility exists that there
could be a double that carried out some actions that the
real Oswald did not on some occasions in 1963.

There is something that I can guarantee. The Cuban
government believes that Azcue is a serious and honest
man; and that he has never said something differently
from what he said the first time. He has more or less
kept his story -- as far as I know. I mean, he is a
person you can trust. He is a trustful man. That is
all I can say about Azcue. But, I may say that if many
people have elaborated theories, I am not among them.

I have not overated on a theory like that. I just see
many strange things that are not logical. It started
with the very attempt of the person to come to Cuba;

the calibre of weapon uscd, the absolutely abnormal way in

which those people behaved. I mean there have always
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been many strange things that made me /suspicious) about
other people. I tell you, I read the book. I read that
book "The Death of The Prasident” written by Manchester.
Manchester had the theory that this man acted alone and

he argues a lot. He makes a kind of vsychoanalytical

(study) of Oswald and he defends the (lone assassin

theory). Many people have a different theory. So, I
have not been able to elaboratse -- I wouldn't dare
elaborate a theorv -- for with me, everything would be

speculation. ©On our account and because of our interest,
some time ago we started gathering elements in order to
have a better founded idea, you know. Aand, that is why
our people started <o gather materials and information.

A group of comrades has been working in this direction.
But, I am very much aware that we don't have access to
(sources) of information which are fundamental. We have
no access to the CIA archives or the FBI archives. e
don't have access to the Warren Commission's files. How
could we do something really well founded? When the
Cuban government saw the Senate Committee Report, it was
something real and it was that that individual who was
tﬁe man to be given the weapon to kill me in Paris. This
man never spoke about that. He was tried and was
sentenced on account of the attempts, the plots against
our lives. Those plans (had been continuous) and he

sent weapons to Cuba until he was discovered. He con-

fessed and told us the truth, but he never spoke about
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that interview in which he was going to be given the
weapon to kill me and that was published by the Senate
Committee. He never made reference to that. That person
is alive because I had to request some leniency. I mean,
because his crime was very serious. It was a tremendous
betrayal. It was treason, and at that time to participate
in such an action was very severely sanctioned. Aand,
following a tradition with individuals that had partici-
pated in the revolution, whenever it has been possible

to prevent drastic measures, we have done so. This
gentleman had been a revolutionary leader. He had been

a good revolutionary fighter( and the public opinion

was very irritated about it. His crime was really very
serious. I wrote a letter to the Cuban Tribunal morally
condemning him (but asking for leniency). I did it for
the public opinion....That is Cubela's case. %We learned
that later when the Senate Committee Report appeared.

But, all these elements made us think about the advisability
of organizing some investigation on our account. We had
hoped that being in contact with your Committee could

give us some elements of judgment for our own informa-
tion. But, as far as I know, you don't contribute

many elements of judgment because -- as I have been told -~

you cannot make use of most of the information you possess.
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Stokes:

Castro:
Stokes:

Preyer:

I have been told that one of our hopes was to receive
some information. «We are giving as much information as
we have and we are receiving nothing.

One thing I would like to say and I think you ought

to knéw is that many Americans are ashamed of the CIA
and the degrading attempts that they've made on your life.
And, that's something that disturbs many, many decent
Americans and I think you ought to know that.

Mr. President, with your permission I'd like to defer

to my other colleagues, if they have any guestions, if
that is agreeable to you.

Yes, please.

Mr. Preyer?

Mr. President, you mentioned that you believe that vou
could transfer power of chains of government without
killing the head of the government. That is the tradition
of our country also. I speak personally and not for our
government, but I join Chairman Stokes in saying that
when I read about AMLASH, Cubela and the Church Committee
reports I was shocked and outraged. I am confident that
is the overwhelming reaction of the American people.

I am convinced that the President did not know about
that; the head of the CIA, John McCone, did not know of
that; or our other high officials; and that this was

an aberration of a small group and that it would have
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shocked our high officials just as it shocks me if
they nad known of it. The fact that the Church Report
on AMLASH came from the Agency -- from the government
itself rather than being leaked through a newspaper
story or something of that sort.

erpreter: Excuse me, I didn't get that last part -- I am sorry.

Preyer: Well, the fact that the information on AMLASH and
Cubela was revealed by our government agencies themselves
and was not brought out against their will through a
leak or newspaper storv, I think, indicates the strong
feeling in our government that this kind of thing must
never happen again. And, we have set up now a House
Intelligence Committee and a Senate Intelligence Committee,
both new, to insure that it does not.
On the question of our not giving information, but re-
ceiving it, let me say we have a common interest in
arriving at a final answer, a clear answer, to the
question of the assassination of President Kennedy.
We are seeking your help in that and your officials
have indicated to us they are willing to continue working
to. help on that. Our Committee goes out of exsistence
at the end of this year. When we file our final report,
there will be a great deal of information in it.

Castro: Is it going to be public?
Preyer: It will be public -- which will be of interest to you.

Until that time, bécause of our different jurisdictional

problems, there is some evidence which does not belong
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to us which we cannot release. 3ut in the final
analysis, the full report will make available much
information of interest to you and may answer many
of the rumors. In the meantime, one reason we press
so hard for information is that this is the last
opportunity that will probably be made in our country
to reach a final answer. The last chance where an
official bodv of Congress -- an official governmental
body -- will make a judgment on this guestion.
That is why we hope that any information that bears
on this subject that may come up in the next few
months and any effort that could be made, even
strenuous effort, would be justified because this op-
portunity may not come again. And I hope very much
that we will be able to give clear answers to the
questions. Your help will assist very much.

Castro: I think you are right in what you are saving. When
I spoke about the hope of obtaining some information,
it was not but a hope. It is absolutely our curiosity,
you know. But, it is absolutely evident that we have
the duty of handing over all the information we may
gather. We are very much interested in having
Kennedy's assassination clarified because in one way
or the other attempts have been made to try to have

Cuba involved in it. We have our conscience clear .
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. There is nothing so important as having your con-
science clean -~ absolutely clean. That's why it is
not a matter of conscience, but rather a matter of
oolitical, historical interest to have all these
problems clarified. It is also true that the fact
that the United States has conducted an investigation
on the (attempts on our people) and the fact that (it)
has been made public is a very correct thing to do --
very right. Of course, I (hear) that in that publica-
tion many names were not disclosed -- on reasons of
safety. When we conduct an investigation, in general,
we publish everything hecause ..anyway..but I would have
liked for the Senate report to have been more complete.
It should have not protected so many people in the
interest of the national security because that, you
know, diminishes its moral value. It diminishes the
moral value of the publication. However, I coincide
with you that the fact that the investigaticn hrad been
conducted and that all those materials were released
is something highly positive. Now, you see, I was
recalling Bill Moyers' report. Bill Moyers made a
very important report of all these attempts -- all these
logs on terrorist groups. Now, then, there is one
point in which an intimation is made that Kennedy's
death could have beena result of all these attempts

against our lives. It is to say to a certain extent --
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-~ Moyers' report -- which has many positive things -- can
leav the doubt that Cuba could have had some partici-
pation in that because there is a Representative of

Congress soeaking -- I think I spoke later, ard

a Senator spoke tha+t said that he had no doubts about
that topic. So, we are very muéh ..we are highly in-
terestad in that par<y being satisfied. 3Because, =sven
when the Senate Intelligence Repor: was released, in

some pecple the idea could have become stronger that
Rennedy's death could have been our revenge Zor all

that had been planned acgainst us. If Cuba had something
to do with Xennedy's death, it would have been indirectly
because many pecple wera trained in handling weapons

and many things that were not normal were done, and under
the shade of these irregularities, terrorism (arises

and) develops, so (that) all these acts tecome the (rorm).
It was orecisely in that sense that I said that it was

a nefarious precedent. Can vou imagine that in the (entire)
world I was one of the naive people who thoucght that

these things could not happen. Not in the Middle Ages,

but now in this era in which the whole apparatus of the

government can remain very guiet and promote the killing

[

of leaders of other countries? Wwhat is to happen to th
world in the nuclear sra if that becomes a practice?

Now we are lucky =hat all those plans were a failure.
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We have not had to (regret the) death of‘ahy comrade
leader of the revolution. Our attitude is not even
that of hatred or resentment. On very rare occasions
do we talk to visitors about these problems. That
belongs in the past. It happened a long time ago and
still the prints exist -- still the poor things exist.
You have to see the terrorist attack against a Cuban
plane in flight -- a plane that exploded. Before that
plane fell down, all the people got burned alive.
Seventy-£four people died. Who perpetrated that crime
but people who were trained by the CIA? We suspect
that some CIA agent had to do with that terrorist act.
It's very strange, because that happened after Angola.
The United States had adopted a very violent attitude
towards us and Nixon made very forceful statements
against us. One of the individuals who was recently
arrested in Miami because he was involved in the
preparation of terrorist activities was Just declared
non-guilty in a trial and he defended himself by saying
simply that he had been in the White House. He said
who he had spoken with and who gave aim the weapons,
and precisely those facts, those events, took place a
week before the attempt -~ before the sabotage on the
Cuban plane in flight. And, nhe is just defending
himself by saying that in the trial. He is one of the

persons that was in the group who perpetrated the
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sabotage. Mow, I am going to tell vou something. I
think that now Carter is - I don't know what Partv
you belong to - and it is not interesting to the part

of what I'm going to say, if I hurt someone's sensitivity
I apologize for that, but I would have not trusted
Johnson. I may say sincerely, I sincerely believe that
Johnson would have followed that line, of the attemots
against people's lives, terrorism, subversion. I have
no doubt that Nixon was a man without scruples. I

was always under a bad impression. I was convinced of
that. But now, I see that this President of the United
States would not be capable of resorting to that kind

of action. There are two things in this connection:
One, I think there is an attitude in the public opinion
as to that Watergate affair, and the Senate investiga-
tions have contributed to create a sort of consciousness.
I also think that the politicians have taken that into
account, and I think also that personally Carter is a
man of a different mentality. If I am asked whether I
think Carter would be capable of planning these kinds of
actions, I would say no. I would say I don't think him
capable of doing such a thing. I am quite convinced.

In that sense, we feel more relaxed. We had to defend
ourselves from these actions for many vears. You should
not! think that I like tc be surrounded by people. I

think vou have to be alone. I would like to have a
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normal life. We have taken many measures in all these

years

plosives and weacons, attanpts with poison, and actual

we ars not saving all. I will %21l vou something. I
would even say that underestimated the CIA somewhnat
because I thought them capable

I read the Senate Cormitiee ReDdo

not thought so much. 3ecause,

iruses, poiscns, a shell with explosives, I don't Xnow

acw many ings. But it was no% only that.

I want you *o know that 1if we would have been careless,
they would have brought a microphone and »ut it over
there in one of the ashtravs and one mike over there

in that seat and everything. There wers not only sub-
versive activities, but also espionage. There were nany
activities related to espionage. I remember that

around the day in which the sabotage against ocur plane

took place, the CIA asked in a guestion, to one of

Q

to

)

their agents here, whether I was goling to trave
Africa, whether he could find out what place I was

going to visit, what means of transportation I was

3

going to use, I mean, a whole set of investigation
which was not political, tut rather that could be used
for anvthing z2lse. YMow, going back to *tais topic,

one of the things I've gone into recently with some
g

people, is why Cuba - it was really somethirg inconceiv-

o

able - could have the idea of killing the President?
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First, because that would have been a tremendous insanity.
The Cuban Revolutionaries and the veople who have made
this Revolution have proven to be intrepid and to make
decisions in the right moment. 3ut, we have not proven
to be insane pecole. The leaders of the Revolution do
not do crazy things and have alwavs been extremely con-
cerned to prevent any factor that could become a kind

of an argument or a pretext for carrying out aggression
against our country. We are a very small country. We
have the United States 90 miles from our shore which is
a very large, powerful country economically, technically,
militarily. So, for manv years we lived concerned that
an invasion could take place..I mean, indirect and at
the end a direct aggression. We were very close to that.
Yet look at the conclusions we draw. If the elections

of 1960 had not been won by Xennedy, but Nixon instead,
during the Bay of Pigs, the United States would have in-
vaded Cuba. We mean that in the midst of the fight that
Kennedy followed the line that had been already traced.
There is no doubt that we appreciate very highly the

fact that Kennedy resisted every kind of pressure not

to have the Marines land in our country. Because,

there were many people who wanted the Marines to land
here. Nixon himself was in favor of that. Had Nixon
been President during the Bay of Pigs invasion, a
landing by the military army of the United States would

have taken place. We are absolutely convinced of that.

41-372 O - 79 - 17(Vol. 3)



254

Castro Interview Page thirty-seven

Howewver, Kennedy resisted all the pressures and he did
not do that. What would that nhave meant for us? The
destruction of the countrv? Hundreds of thousands,
maybe millions of deaths? Because, undoubtedly the
people would Zight. The ceoolse I am absolutely sure

about. An invasion of Cuba bv the United States would

have cost nundreds of thousands of lives, maybe millions

rn
rn

of lives. We wers aware of that. We have an American

militarv base in our territory, by force. And, it is not

assumed that anvone is g¢oing to have a military base
on someone 2lse's territory, if it is not on the basis

of an agreement. owever, the United States has

military bases in wmany places of the world, but here, it
is by force. From that base, many provocations hava

been carriad out against Cuba. There were people

wounded. .there wers peovle killed. ™hat did we do?

vle brought our guards away from the lines, from the fence.
We never shot at them. Whv? Because we nade every
nossible effort so that an incident of that kind would not
become a pretext to be attacked. So, we have followed

the policy. We had an American boat just three miles

away from us for years, a warship full of electronic
communications eguipment and never a hostile action

was carried against that warship. So, there are many

events that have proven how careful Cuba has alwavs been

to prevent the perpetration of an invasion. We could
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have died heroically - no doubt about

. Yow, that
would have been a victory for our peocvle. They're
willing to be sacrificed and to die. Yet, it would
have been just another page in history..nothing else.
So, we have always been very much aware t¢ not c¢ive

The United States the cretext..the vossibility .. for
{an invasion.) What was the cause of the missile crisis?
The need we had to seek protection in case of an
(invasion) from the United States. We agreed on the
installation of the (stategic) missiles, because un-
doubtedly that diminished the danger of direct aggression.
That became a danger of another kind, a kind of a c¢lobal

danger we became, but we were trying to protect our

country at all times.
and planned some:thing sc delicate as the death of the
Uni<ad States President. That was insane. From the
ideological point of view it was insane. And from

the political point of view, it was a tremendous insanity.
I am going to tell you here that nobody, nopody ever

had the idea of such thlngs. What would it do? We

just tried to defend our folks here, within our terri-
tory. Anyone who subscribed to that idea would have

been judged insane..absolutelv sick. YNever, in twenty
vears of revolution, I never heard anyone suggest nor

even speculate about a measurs of that sort, because

who could think of the idea of organizing the death of
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these vears, in every oossible sensza. Since the United

States is much more cower than we are, what could we gain
Zrom a2 war with the Unitad States? The United States would

uction would have been here. The

T-2 air surveillancing Zfor almost f£ifteen

thev zould not go over thelr %errace naked

taken a picture oI them. That thing

poen, vou Xnow, because it was
demoralizing. S0, there were, vou kxnow, those f£lights just
very close to the soil. Those kind of flights was really
demoralizing for our peopla. t was impossible to let
them continue to do that, so we had to shoot at them. On.
the Zollowing day after the missile crisis, we had the
need tc shoot at *+hose planes, because to have allowed
that would have created a demoralization among our people.
And, I say that if we allowed that, you wouldn't have been
able even to play baseball here. Because those planes
came just twenty meters from here, so it was really de-
moralizing. See, the U-2 came very high, vou know, and

I tell you, Cuba has been characterized by Zollowing a

firm policy, a policv of principles. Our position was

known after the

We wer2 not in a position

to make any concessions. That is a known position, but Cuba,
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the lesaders of the Cuban Revclution, have never nade

that kind of insanity, and that I may assure you. And

the bicgest kind of insanitv that could have gcne through
anvorne's mind here would have been that of thinking of
killing the Presidenc of the United States. Yobody

would have thought of that. In spite of all the things,
in soite of all the attempts, in spite of all the irritation
that brought about an atti*ude of firmness, a willingness
to f£ight, that was translated by our people into a spirit
of heroism, but it never became a source of insanity.

I'll give vou practical reasons. Apart from our

ideology, I want to tell you that the death of the

leader does not change the system. It has never done
that. And, the best example we have is Batista. Batista
murdered thousands of our comrades. If there was anyone
in which that kind of revenge was justified, it was
Batista. Yowever, our movement did very difficult things,
but it never had the idea of physicallyeliminating Batista.
Other revolutionary groups did, but never our movement.

e had a war for twenty-five months against Batista's
army and spent seven years under Batista's dictatorship
with thousands dving. B8ut, it never came to our minds..
we could have done it, very well, but we never thought
about that, because it was different from our feelings.
That is our position. That is why we are interested.

That is why I was asking you whether you are really
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Stokes:

Castro:

Stokes:

Castro:

hopeful to give serious conclusions on this. ©On our
part, if there is something we could give vou, we
would, without any kind of precondition. The informa-
tion we have offered you is not conditioned to anything.
In spite of the fact that the problem is thorny, that
doesn't stoo this Committee here from giving the im-
pression that we are being judged here, that we are
being tried.

We certainly don't want in any wav to convey that,

in fact, uh,

No, no, no. I mean not you. I am not thinking of you.
I mean that some peopnle could see it that way: that Cuba
has been investigated by the Committee.

Well, Mr. President, one thing we have done in that
respect, we even said to your Cuban Interest Section

in Washington when we first began that we wanted to
come down here and do this part of the investigation
very gquietly without any fanfare, without any publicity,
and this is the overall way we have tried to conduct
our whole investigation..everything is being done
quietly in executive session until such time that

we compile all the data so that we don't in any way
declaim or degrade anyone. Then, hopefully, at the

end we can come out with a report that everyone will
respect.

There is something which is not secret.
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This is one of the difficultiss of atiempting %o conduct

an investigation thirte=sn vears after the gvent has
occurrad. Obviously, there are pecple who in the normal
course ©f the investigzation we would hava wanted to talk
with, we cannot +alk with because they are now deceased.
This i1s one of the difficulties that we face.

I yield to Congressman Dodd.

Mr. President, I won't take much time. I think most

of the cuestions have been asked. I wish we had ...

I have time. Please don't mind about my time. I

mace no other commitment todav, so I would have time.
Nobody is waiting for me.

I wish we had an evening 3just to talk about the Psace
Corps, but we will save that Zor another time. A tave
is played?

There are a courle cf things here. The guestion you
asked of Chairman Stokes - - - - the one regarding

the optimism we have over reaching a Zinal conclusion

in regard to this efforz is one that I think we all
ask ourselves aimost every dav. It is the guesticn that

is very important in the minds oI many, many people,

not only in government, but also of course, the American
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people are concerned about our efforts. I said today

in one of our meetings that I strongly suspected that your
grandchildren and my grandchildren will be reading books
about the assassination, just as we read them today
about the assassination of Lincoln, another historical
figure that had been assassinated, and where the suspicion
of conspiracy has existed. I think we would be fooling
ourselves if we tried to suggest that at the conclusion
of our hearings we were going to end once and for all,
all of the speculation for all time. I don't think that
is possible.

But, what we are going to try and do, and I think that
what we have done successfully over the past year and

a half, is to approach this case with an open mind and
not prejudge the case. And, the temptations are great
to do that. For every day we almost see a new theory.
But, we are determined to proceed through this process
listening to all sides and then using the evidence that
we are able to collect, to reach as definitely as we
can, regarding those points that have been nagging at
the consciences and minds of the people all across the
earth; Two other points: One is that we intend not
only to publish our hearings and the conclusion that

we reach. e also intend to use every available means
of communication in the United States, hopefully tele-
vision, radio, to conduct open public hearings, not

only showing our conclusions, but how we arrived at
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Castro:

Stokes:

those conclusions. We suspect that many, many people
do not want to read a boring report, but would rather
be better informed by radio and television and news-
papers. We intend to hide nothing, to release all in-
formation without any fear whatsoever as to where that
information leads or what our conclusions would be. I
tnink, I know I can speak for myself, and I'm sure I
can speak for everyone else on this Committee. I
wouldn't serve on this Committee if I didn't think in
the end that I could say to my constituents that I

had done an honest and thorough job and that I wasn't
hiding anything from them. And, my last point is,

Mr. President, that had some of your government officials
not mentioned it today, we would have, but it was very
encouraging to hear it come from them, that they would
like to continue to keep the lines of communication open
between themselves, yoﬁr government and our Committee.
And, as that old Chinese proverb goes - a journey of

a thousand miles begins with a single step. And I

think this is a good beginning and I want to just say
here and now that I have been deeply impressed by your
statements. I find your logic compelling and I guarantee
you that we will do the very best job we can, including
the final report.

How many legislators do ycu have on this Committee?

There are twelve in all, one lady and eleven men.
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Castro: Don't yvou all have to be invovled in elections at the
end of this vear now?

Stokes: Ch huh. Yes, we do.

Castro: And how would you be able, how would you manage to
carry out all this work, and take care of the election

campaigns at the same time? How would you?

Dodd: de doesn't have any trouble at all. (About another
Congressman.) {Laughter)
Castro: And you work personally in the campaigns, don't you?

I mean, with all this? The twelve, I mean the twelve
people on the Zommittee work together, participate in

all hearings and all the interviews and all that?

Stokes: The Committee ... I have been in Congress ten years,
Mr. Presidecnt, and I serve on several other zommittees
in the House. And, I krnow iit general they are hard
working committees. Rut, I have never seen twelve

veople whe have worked together the wav this Committee
nas. We work extremelv long hoursj we have workad into
the night when the occasion necessitated It. We have
worked Saturdays and Sundays when it was necessary

and rehained in Washington to work on Committee matters.
We just have twelve veonle who are dedicated to the fact
that this is an opportunity to do something of historic
natuvre and they are dedicated to devoting the time that
it requires. In addition to the twelve Members of

Congress, we nave a staff of 115 people. The staff is
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Castro: -

Stokes:

Castro:

Stokes:

Castro:

headed up by Professor Blakey. You might be interested
in knowing that we spent three months searching for a
director of the staff. And, we were extremely concerned
that we get a person of the highest professional
ability, along with integrity that cannot be compro-
mised in any respect, and one who would direct the
staff in a way that we would let the chips fall where
they may in the final analysis. Aand to that degree, I
am sure....

Now he has to continue working while you run the re-
election campaign.

(Laughter)

But, when we go home he has to keep on working right
here.

You would have to go to meet your constituents and then

that would be the most important moment of all these

efforts, you know? The moments to draw the conclusions...

Would it be possible for you to finish up the report
when due? Don't you need more time?

We promised the House of Representatives {(laughter)
that there would be no further requests for time.

I am not worried about time; it is the money part.
The House is appropriating about five million dollars
over the two-year period for us to complete this in-
vestigation...and

And only 115 people?
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Stokes:

Blakey:

well, Mr. Barber of’Maryland who watches the purse
strings of the House savs it involves a lot of money.
We have had to face that kind of opposition on the
floor of the House of Representatives.

Mr. President, I have no guestions to ask of you, but
iess we as guests only asked questions and did not respond
to any of yours, let me answer at least in part the
last gquestion you asked.

You expressed some interest in what we call the mysterious
death projects. The literature about the Kennedy
assassination is filled with instances of people who
have in some way been connected to the assassination
and have themselves died under mysterious circumstances.
We are looking into those deaths and seeing whether
there are sinister explanations for them. Let me
comment on one of them: Now, this is not from our
investigation, but from my own information, and he may
be a man of some interest to you. Let me put it in
context for you. I cannot comment on many of the facts
in the investigation. As you put it, much of the
information is limited by matters of national security.
For example, in our country, it has never been
officially acknowledged that AMLASH was Rolando Cubela
and nothing that we say here today should be read as

an indication on our part that that is true or not true.

But to continue..Sam Giancana, who was a Mafia leader
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in Chicago, who according to the Senate Intelligence
Report, directly plotted on your life, was a person
who was under investigation by myself in the Department
of Justice and ironically on MNovember 22nd, 1963, 1 was
with the Attorney General, Robert Kennedy, in a meeting
of the Organized Crime session and among the subjects
taken up at that time was the Attorney General's
personal interest in my work in seeking to prosecute
Sam Giancana. I bring this to your attention for two
reasons: First, to express to you the feeling of one
who has spent a great deal of his life working to see
to it that members of the Mafia in the United States
consistent with due process receive justice. I know
from personal knowledge that Robert Kennedy shared
those concerns. He would rever have been knowingly in-
volved in using those peovle to plot an assassination
of you. And, while I cannot speak of personal knowledge
of the President of the United States, there was no
difference between them. I say that to express my
sense of shame and outrage that members, according to
the Senate Intelligence Report, of the CIA were in-
volved in that. Those people who were in charge of

our government at that level in my judgment had no
knowledge. But to respond more particularly to your

question, it is unlikely that Sam Giancana died be-
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Stokes:

Castro:

Blakey:

cause he testified before the Senate Intelligence Com-
mittee. As I indicated to some of the members of your
staff, Mr. Giancana was responsible for the death of
hundreds of people in Chicago, and the remarkable
thing is not that he died then, but that he had not
been killed much earlier.

The last gentleman here, Mr. President, is Gary
Cornwell. Gary is the Deputy Chief Counsel for the
Kennedy Subcommittee and he would have direct respon-
sibility in terms of the final work product related

to the Kennedy investigation. I separate out the
Kennedy assassination because as you know we are in-
vestigating also the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther
King. Two murder investigations are going at the same time.
The five million dollars is for both?

You ought to also know, Mr. President, that this is

the budget attributable to the Committee itself. 1In
fact, the United States Senate, particularly the people
who were responsible for the Church Committee investi-
gation, have been helping this Committee. The Federal
Bureau of Investigation has a relatively large staff
devoted to getting their files made available to us.

We have actually received cooperation from the Central
Intelligence Agency. Some members of the staff would
say not as fast and as full as we might like, but the

final report is not in. The police departments in Dallas
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Castro:

Blakey:

Castro:

Blakey:

and in Memphis have been helping us and if you
consider the work that was done in 1963 and 1964, the
actual available resources in the United States devoted
to these investigations are considerably more than
five million dollars.

May I suggest something? Why don't you investigate also
Oswald's personality in one sense, whether Oswald was
also a member of any intelligence agency in the United
States?

That is among the issues that we are looking into.

I think that is a very important thing. Because, for
me, Oswald's personality - it's a mystery..that first
he was in the Army, the Navy, and later he appears in
the Soviet Union. He married a Soviet citizen. He
came back to the States. I still get the impression
that this individual's personality is that of a spy.
It is the typical way you recruit a spy and send him
to ancther country. This seems to me very important.
I think it is very important to go very deeply into
his past, to see if at any time it was possible to
really know about his personality. That would be very
important.

Of all the questions I think we will answer, that I
feel with a degree of certainty, we will. I should
also add, Mr. President, that if you consider the

resources that your staff has also devoted to this
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Castro:

Stokes:

Blakey:

Castro:

Blakey:
Castro:
Blakey:

Castro:

organization and the time and effort they have put
into it, the five million dollars grows even more.
(Laughter)

Sure, they have been working. But as you know, our
contribution is very modest because I think that the
fundamental things for the investigation could be con-
ducted only in the United States. And, what we can

do is very little, very little. But, from the first
moment we made the decision to make available anyone
you wanted to talk with. I think that your task is a
hard one. Hard, because your prestige is at stake
with the investigation. You face a task of tremendous
responsibility and in that sense I think a very hard
job has been assigned to you.

We share your feelings on that, Mr. President.

Their job is harder. They are politicians. They must
run for reelection. I can always go back and teach.
Will the report be many volumes?

(Laughter)

How big is the Warren Committee Report? When will
the Warren Committee Report be published?

The Warren Commission has already been published.
Warren Commission?

Commission. Yes.

Warren Commission, what was it?
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Villa:

Castro:
villa:

Castro:

Preyer:

Castro:

villa:

Castro:

It was twenty-six volumes. We had two cooies of the
summary, but we have not seen the twenty-six volumes.
Have you read all that?

Yes, we have.

We have to say that the Warren Commission was objective.
They did not try to commit Cuba.

You were a Federal Judge. Then, are you the man with
the most experience in this kind of business.

Well, in the federal courts we didn't have to deal

with anything as complex as this with so many rumors

and so many facets to it. Usually, we had a narrow
question, so this is really a new experience for me.
They would give their lives to discover something
decisive, you know?

(Laughter)

Is there anyone else you would like to meet?

Piniero. Piniero worked at the Ministry of Interior at that time.
They are interested in speaking to Piniero because he
met with Santo Trafficante in the early sixties and gave
him 24 hours to leave the country, and also because he
met with Ascue.

We did not even have a Ministry of Interior at that time.
He worked as some kind of investigator, but at that time
we did not have a Minister of Interior. I think it was
for the Army. Some things we have now that we did not

have then. They were created, you know, in the course

41-372 O - 79 - 18(Vol. 3)
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of the vears. The first year everybody did whatever
they wanted. There was chaos, you know. The state was
not organized, so the people came in and out, absolutely
free. There were not the controls that existed later,
that were created later, especially in the first vyear
of the revolution. I recall a social problem. All

the casinos were closed and thousands of people were
unemployed without a solution to the problem. So, we
had to take back that measure to gain time to find an
econoﬁic solution for the people who would remain
unemployed when the casinos were closed. So, the state
had to cerr the salaries of all the people who.worked
there. And, I want to tell you something else: As

you know, recently there was a television conference
where efforts were being made in order to have the Cuban
government involved in drug traffic, smuggling drugs.
That is very curious, you know. I don't know why

that theory is expounded now. It is a very recent in-
vention. It happens that we are the one country in
this hemisphere that has cooperated the most with the
United States without any purvpose, I mean, we have no
intention of doing the United States a disfavor. But,
anyway, on the basis of Cuba's belief with regard to
drugs, very severe measures were implemented to prevent
them. We have become the number one cooperators of

the United States in this area. You don't know how
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many boats we have captured here that come along Cuban
coasts carrying drugs. You don't know how many »lanes
we have taken here carrying drugs and, of course, over
the past twenty years the individuals who have been in-
volved in drug traffic have always been sentenced, always.
These were not peorle that could affect us. They were
just going and coming from South America and Central
America to the United States. And, they just happened
to come here by chance. Dozens of people have been
searched on account of drug traffic, on account of the
international drug traffic laws. ™We have elminiated
drug use in Cuba and I myself wonder why it is we have
to cooperate with the United States if when the embargo
was imposed on our country we could have planted

ten thousand acres of marijuana and become the largest
supplier of marijuana to the United States in combina-
tion with all those people. We did not do that since

we were blockaded and knowing that in the United States
there is a market for marijuana even though the govern-
ment in this country has fought the most against drugs.
Besides in Cuba we don't have drug problems, but we had
to even uproot the last plants of marijuana vlanted in
the mountains. And actually, look at how we're being
paid back now; they pay us back by trying to link us into
the drug traffic. 1It's incredible, you know. We can
say it like that; this is the government that has fought

the most against drug traffic in this hemisphere. Yo
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discussion about it. Ané, we are lucxv that we don':
have that problem ourselves because :inlass the State

imported cocaine and mariiuzana, that droblem has

almost disappearad.

we have almost f£inished.

was the one who made that

drug proplem where Representative WoliI participated?
He was the head of the Committee.

Castro: Why diéd he do that? Do you know the zddress, because I am
going to write them a note.

Laughter.

Castrc: And, I am going to ask a budget fZor stamps and paper. I'm
going to sabotage the next electicn.

Escartin: Even though he made some political statements with a certain
prestige, he is deceitful. It seems tnat there are some
statements made by him on the basis of an investigation and
that this man used them as he wished trying to aitain certain
political objectives of propaganda because you have explained
our stand regarding that. And, there is scmething
strange there: A Cuban Counter-Revclutionary was
mentioned who made an coveration with Colombia which

seems <O nave seriocus dra roblems...and they tried to

[t6)
G
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Villa:

Castro:
Pause:
Castro:
Cornwell:

Castro:
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ete] nded me.

o

wWas re

-Ca

reaza

seems that somebcdy is

trying 's the situation.
Mr. Gary Corawell, T
Think, nhas a couple of guesticns =0 ask vou.

Mr. President, thers was a book sublished by Daniel

Schorr called Air". IZ vou ven't

read the book, I would like to read one passace.
I haven'*t read that. VYou know about that book?

Comer Clark..do you nave the translation of it there?
Yes.
Let me see i1t. Yes, I have it here. This is absurd.

(Approximately one minute while Presicdent Castro reads it.)

This

am the beginning

say that. How ocould I say <hat?
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our moral Suty to inform the

stand? Becauss 1f a man comes hare

he wants to Xill Xennedv, we are
do you realize that? It would have been similar o
a mad person. If somebodv comes %o us and said that,

it would have kheen our moral

the Uniced States. How could we accept a man fronm

Mexico to Cuba who tells us that ne is going to

ident Xennedy? somebody is trving o creats
b Y ving

provocation or a trap, and uh...we would have de-

nounced him..Sure, a person coming here or even
one of our embassiss saying that..and that never
happened..in no part, as Zar as I know.

That rafers %o the interview you spoxe about in the

3ut how could thev interviaw me in a pizzeria? I
never o Lo pubiic restaurants and Zhat man invented “hat.
That was invented fIrom the upper =o +the bottam because you

asxed me about the Brazilian Embassy and I have no

obligation to that and newver said it was true. That
in the Brazilian EZmbassy T =alked about “his problem

but I don'%t hecausa

(o9

idn't remember who the Iournal



275

Fidel Castro Interwview Page fifty-eight

Villa:

Castro:

have the idea that something like that was discussed
and that there was a declaration at the 3razilian
Smbassy. I can't assure it because I don't remember
it, but it probably occurred...Later on they tried

to present it as a threat and I didn't do it with

that intention. Of course, I didn't do it with that
intention. But, not that other interview. I do not
remember that. And, uh, it is a surprise for me to
see because I couldn’'t have said that. VYou have to
see who wrote it. And, what is the job of that journa-
list? What 1is he 2ngaged in? And, what prestige has
this journalist? Not the one that wrote that book,
but the origin of that version. You should have to £ind
who he is and why he wrote it, and with whom he is
related......and which sense they have to attribute
those words which are absolutely invented. I think

it is possible that you would be able to find out who
that journalist was. Do vou have some news about

that journalist in that newspaper?

He was in Cuba and tried to carry out an interview
with you.

Let me tell you. Of every one hundred interviews that
are requested of me I only grant one because if I were
to give all the interviews that I am requested to,

you can be sure that I would not be able to have any-

thing but twenty-four hours of my life to have interviews.
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Dodd:

Villa:

Castro:

I would not have enough time to do anything else.
Barbara Walters waited three years for an interview..
just almost three years. Ane even that of Moyers..

I didn't want to have that Moyer interview. He

started talking and the truth is that he was very
insistent from the time he came down from the airplane
and in spvite of the fact that there was no commitment
from me regarding the interview. There are a lot of
interview requests and it is very difficult, but I

would never have given a journalist an interview in a
pizzeria.

I don't even give interviews in a pizzeria.

Another element commander...That interview was published
in a sensationalist or yellow press from the United States.
It is a sensationalist newspaper.

Especially at that time, a lot of barbaric things were
published. They are still being written. Yesterday

I was reading an English paper, I don't remember its
name, speaking about Angola, and saying that we in
military operations against the blacks killed thousands
of women and children and so forth. And, I also mentioned
before the declaration of that Representative about the
drug traffic. Previous to that incident they tried to
implicate us in that. If there is somebody in this
world that has accustomed himself to listen to the

worst things without losing sleep, it is us.
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The campaigns that were carried out, directed campaigns
that were carried out throughout the world - in western
continents and also in the United States - against Cuba
and all of us had no precedents. There are a lot of
people that are badly informed about Cuba, and we have
nothing to hide, nothing. They have spoken about
tortures in Cuba, and that was a tradition from the war..
during the Revolutionary War. We never put a finger on
another person because we created an awareness in our
people. We condemned torture and I can assure you

that this is a principal that knows not a single excep-
tion in our country, because it would have the repulsion
of all the world..Why are our policemen so efficient
..especially the security policemen who protected all

of us? Do you know why? Because, it was precisely

a police which did not carry out torture. There are a
lot of countries where they apply torture and they

never discover anything. They never become policemen

in themselves. Now our people couldn't be able to
receive any information by means of torture, and they
develop intelligence, and the technique of investigation
and of prevention. There is a time in which we had

more than one hundred counter-revolutionary organiza-
tions and all of them were penetrated. We knew more
than the counter-revolution armies when a person was

arrested because there were some things that he didn't
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remember: who he met, which places and so forth.

I'm going to tell you, there was a time in which
penetration of our people increased so much that in
turn they became the heads of some of those counter-
revolutionary organizations. The police wouldn't be
able to develop a technique of investigation and they
wouldn't have investigated anything if they just took
one person and tried to destroy him. That tradition
will never serve. A true police is one which is
developed and that will seek intelligent ways of
obtaining information. Batista's policemen tortured
and didn't discover anything. And, for us there is no
problem. Security has a lot of advantages because all
of the people are militants within the Revolution -
country people, children, neighbors, students, peasants
and the women. Everybody is organized and, that is why.
Through the agents we know everything that is going on.
Let me tell you something. One daf a parrot was lost.
In Havana, we told this to the Committees for the
Defense of the Revolution - about trying to find out
where this parrot was, and they found the parrot.

Some other time, a woman was at the hospital. She

had a daughter. Her daughter was robbed from the
hospital, so we had to find the girl. Everybody
assumed that it was a mental case of somebody. Of

course, that was not published in the newspapers.
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Why not? We did not want any panic. We called up
all the CDRs and forty-eight hours later, the girl
appeared. One person in one place had a child and
they hadn't seen that she was pregnant. That woman
was obsessed about having a child and she went to
the hospital dressed up like a nurse and she took
the girl. And, after forty-eight hours, they found
her. There was something else: Here we never have
a political kidnapping. Here we never have a terrorist
activity. We find out earlier. There were some
counter-revolutionaries. But, there is something.
The greatest part of them went to the United States,
especially the wealthy people. The social base of the
counter-revolution was transferred to the United States.
The United States wanted to take from us the doctors
and the professionals - they got half of the doctors.
Out of six thousand doctors, they got three thousand.
But then that forced us to concentrate on a school of
medicine. Now we have twelve Ehousand doctors -
almost one thousand are abroad in different countries
working. We have thirty-five hundred students at the
Cuban Medicine School. By 1985 with the new facilities
now in progress we will enroll some seven thousand
. students every year. We are going to train thirty-three
thousand students at the University. Our doctors are

distributed throughout the country, and before they
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were all located in the Capitol. So, if the United
States wanted to take our professional personnel, they
forced us to develop a new system. Fortunately, they
didn't take only technical people, but also wealthy
veople, delinquents, pimps

(LdughterL
and exploiters of vices such as drugs, gangsters and
all that type of people. They went to the United States.
They opened the doors because before the Revolution
they had a limit. The United States couldn't receive
more then ten thousand and there were a lot of people
who wanted to go there trying to find some jobs or
social programs. Then, when the Revolution triumphed,
the United States opened its doors. Can they repeat
that procedure with some other countries? No, they
can't. What would happen if the United States opened
the way for all those Mexicans who want to go to the
United States trying to find jobs? What about all the
Brazilians, Colombians, Peruvians..? They opened the
doors and they took the social ground work of the
Counter Revolution. So, they left the houses. Those
houses were turned into schools and dwelling houses
for humble people. You understand? And all those who
left here, they left these houses for humble people..
and, in the country, the most humble people stayed.

You understand? What resources they need to carry on
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the Revolution and what social ground work they

need for making Counter Revolution, they don't have.
That is why the country is defending itself. And that
is why we were able to denend on intelligence, and
not torture. Thousands o€ times, they have said that
in Cuba we torture. It is like that, but people of
all nations know how things were and are in Cuba. We
never had any persons disappear. It wasn't a new in-
vention. We would never have that. We never found a
dead man in the street. We were forced to legislate
tough laws, but nobody was ever sanctioned except
through the courts and through previous law. Since
we were in the Sierra Maestra, we started making the
first law. We said to the people..Well, the assassins
and the torturers are going to be punished. Nobody
will take revenge in their own hands. That was a
promise we made to the people. The torturers were
punished and also the criminals, who generally are
not punished. You can see now that things are going
on in Chile and in some other countries. They are
doing unbelievable things. Sometimes I have heard
some stories about things going on there, and they
are unbelievable. That is why we are not in agree-
ment with their thinking. We have been accused of
denying a man his human rights; that is to say that
things are worse here then in Chile, Brazil and so

forth. Who are they going to tell that story in this

case? But, in spite of it all, we have survived..

And the campaigns did not manage to destroy us.

REST OF INTERVIEW CONSISTS OF PERSONAL REMARKS
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Mr. BLakey. With your permission, Mr. Chairman, I would like
now to play the recording of President Castro’s answer to that first
question.

Chairman Stokes. You may proceed.

[Tape recording played.]

Mr. BLAkEY. Mr. Chairman, the committee’s next question was
more specific. It dealt with an account published in 1967 in the
National Enquirer claiming that Oswald while at the consulate had
voiced an intention to assassinate President Kennedy.

Mr. Chairman, I note that JFK F-428 has already been displayed
and ask that it be entered into the record. It is a reproduction of
that National Enquirer article.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection, so ordered.

[JFK exhibit F-428 follows:]

JFK ExHisrr F-428

Mr. BLAKEY. It is probably also appropriate to note that that
article has had wide circulation. For example, Daniel Schorr re-
peats it in his book, “Clearing the Air.”

President Castro, according to the story in the National En-
quirer, had admitted to being told of the threat, though he had -
taken no action in response to it. The tape of this portion of
President Castro’s remarks is not suitable for playing in a public
room. Consequently, I will read his response.

President Castro said:

This is absurd. I didn't say that * * * It has been invented from the beginning

until the end. I didn’t say that. How could I say that? It's a lie from (head to toe). If
this man would have done something like that, it would have been our moral duty
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to inform the United States. You understand? Because if a man comes here, men-
tions that he wants to kill Kennedy, we are (being provoked), do you realize that? It
would have been similar to a mad person. If somebody comes to us and said that, it
would have been our moral responsibility to inform the United States. How could
we accept a man from Mexico to Cuba who tells us that he is going to kill President
Kennedy? If somebody is trying to create provocation or a trap, and uh * * * we
would have denounced him * * * Sure, a person coming here or even in one of our
Embassies saying that * * * And that never happened. No part, as far as I know
* * * But how could they interview me in a pizzeria. I never go to public restau-
rants and that man invented that. That was invented.

I do not remember that. And, uh, it is a surprise for me to see because I couldn’t
have said that. You have to see who wrote it. And, what is the job of that journal-
ist? What is he engaged in? And, what prestige has this journalist? * * * You
should have to find who he is and why he wrote it, and with whom he is related
* * * and which sense they have to attribute those words which are absolutely
invented. I think it is possible that you would be able to find out who that journalist
was. Do you have some news about that journalist in that newspaper?

Let me tell you. Of every 100 interviews that are requested of me I only grant one
because if I were to give all the interviews that I am requested to, you can be sure
that I would not be able to have anything but 24 hours of my life to have inter-
views. I would not have enough time to do anything else. Barbara Walters waited 3
years for an interview * * * just almost 3 years. And even that of Moyers * * * I
didn’t want to have that Moyer interview. He started talking and the truth is that
he was very insistent from the time he came down from the airplane and in spite of
the fact that there was no commitment from me regarding the interview. There are
a lot of interview requests and it is very difficult, but I would never have given a
journalist an interview in a pizzeria.

Mr. Chairman, the author——

Chairman Stokes. Would you suspend for just one moment?

Mr. BLAKEY. Certainly.

Chairman Stokes. I think I misunderstood you. There was some
reason you explained for reading that.

Mr. BLakEy. Yes; the tape unfortunately, as has been my experi-
ence, Mr. Chairman, and I am sure yourself in trials, that any
effort, when you have a mechanical device inevitably they fail at
least once out of three, and while we made an effort to enhance the
quality of that portion of the tape, in which President Castro
responded to this particular question, we played it and it just
simply was not suitable for playing in a public auditorium. It was
not audible. Consequently, it was thought best to read it rather
than to play the tape.

Chairman Stokges. Thank you.

Mr. BLAkEY. We really did the best we could.

Mr. Chairman, the author of the National Enquirer story was a
British freelance journalist named Comer Clark. He died in 1972.

Nevertheless, the committee, while conducting other investiga-
tions in England, made an effort to explore Mr. Clark’s background
and reputation for veracity. Frankly, it was not good. Apparently,
he wrote extensively for the sensationalist press in England. His
articles include such items as “British Girls as Nazi Sex Slaves,” “1
Was Hitler’s Secret Love,” and “German Plans To Kidnap the
Royal Family.”

On the other hand, even though there may be considerable doubt
as to the fact of Clark’s interview with President Castro, the com-
mittee has been informed that the substance of the Clark article is
supported by highly confidential but reliable sources available to
the U.S. Government.

Apart from the reliability of the source, whether or not this
source may have provided reliable information in this instance is of
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course an issue that the committee will have to consider in Decem-
ber. In this connection the Cuban Government has suggested to the
committee that the circulation of this story represents a disinfor-
mation effort by the Central Intelligence Agency designed to dis-
credit Cuba and to implicate her in the assassination.

Mr. Chairman, President Castro also discussed the general sub-
ject of assassination as a means for achieving political change. His
thoughts on it are pertinent to the investigation. It would be appro-
priate, then, to play his response to that question, which fortunate-
ly is clear enough to play in a public proceeding.

Chairman Stokes. OK.

[Tape recording played.]

Mr. BLakky. Finally, Mr. Chairman, President Castro comment-
ed on the specific so-called threat reported in the New Orleans
Times Picayune of September 9. It would be appropriate, Mr.
Chairman, to play the last excerpt.

Chairman StokEs. You may proceed.

[Tape recording played.]

Mr. Brakey. Mr. Chairman, I would note for the record that
President Castro was of course speaking in Spanish, and the simul-
taneous English translation was provided by Juanita Vera.

Mr. Chairman, in August, during the committee’s second trip to
Cuba, the Cuban Government made available to the committee one
Rolanda Cubela, who identified himself to the committee as
AMLASH, on the basis of his reading of the 1976 Senate report. It
would be appropriate at this point, Mr. Chairman, to enter into the
record and to display JFK F-424, a photograph of Mr. Cubela.

[The information follows:]
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Chairman Stokes. Without objection, it may be entered into the
record and displayed accordingly.

Mr. BLakey. Mr. Cubela indicated that he had been prosecuted
and convicted by the Cuban Government for plotting against Pre-
mier Castro. He said that during that prosecution he did not
inform the Cuban Government and the Cuban Government did not
learn that his plot had the support of CIA personnel. The Cuban
Government affirmed Mr. Cubela’s assertion. He also indicated
that he had no evidence on which he could say that any official of
the U.S. Government or of the CIA higher than his case officer was
aware of the assassination aspects of his plot. The Cuban Govern-
ment suggested that the AMLASH plot in operation on November
22, 1963, as outlined in the Senate report, could not, therefore,
have served as a provocation by the U.S. motivating Cuban retali-
ation against President Kennedy.

Mr. Chairman, another aspect of the committee’s investigation of
Oswald’s trip to Mexico had to do with any associations Oswald
may have had while he was there other than those at the Cuban
consulate and the Soviet Embassy. The Warren Commission con-
cluded he had none, that he kept to himself throughout his stay. It
turns out, however, that 11 days after the Commission concluded -
its investigation and issued its report in September 1964, a Mexi-
can woman came forward with quite a different version of Oswald’s
activities in Mexico City.

Her name is Elena Garro de Paz. Though now divorced, she was
at the time the wife of Octavio de Paz, the noted poet and Mexican
diplomat. Elena Garro herself is an accomplished author.

41-372 O = 78 = 18(Vol. 3)
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Ultimately, Elena Garro’s story came to the attention of Ameri-
can intelligence services. As far as it is known, no service initiated
a full-scale followup investigation. One reason might be that Elena
Garro’s credibility is controversial. This committee has been told,
on the one hand, that she is absolutely trustworthy, while others
have claimed that the same vivid imagination that has made her a
literary success has also tended to color her perception of actual
events.

That being said, Elena Garro’s story is interesting, as is the way
it has unfolded in this investigation.

Elena Garro says that along with her daughter, Elenita, and her
sister, Deba Galvan, she was invited to a party at the home of her
cousin, Ruben Duran Navarro, then the brother-in-law of Sylvia
Tirado Duran. She first said that the party was in early October
1963, though, after inspection of her personal calendar for that
period, she adjusted the time to late September.

There were three young American men at the party, she says,
the guests of Sylvia Duran, and one of the Americans was Lee
Harvey Oswald. She describes one of his companions as tall and
slender with long blond hair, a gaunt face, and a protruding chin.
The other was tall also, with short, light brown hair.

In 1964, Elena Garro became a friend of an American foreign
service officer named Charles Thomas, and, over time, she related
her story to him in detail. She explained that when she had gone
to the American Embassy in October 1964 and told her story, the
man she talked to seemed to believe little of it.

She told Thomas that Oswald was wearing a black sweater at the
party, and that he stared at the floor a lot. She said the three
Americans stuck together rather than mix with the other guests.
She said that Eusebio Azcue, the Cuban consul, was also at the
party.

Elena Garro told Thomas that on the day of the assassination,
she and her daughter went to the Cuban Embassy and shouted,
“assassins.”

This she claimed was before she saw a newspaper photo identify-
ing Oswald as the suspected assassin.

After she and her daughter returned home on November 22,
1963, a man she thought was an agent of the Mexican Ministry of
Government came to her house and told her and Elenita that they
were in danger of being harmed by the Communists. He took them
to a “sanctuary”’, a small hotel called the Vermont, where they
remained for 8 days. It was after getting to the hotel that Elena
Garro first saw a picture of Oswald and realized she had seen him
at the Duran party.

This man, who must be referred to here as Mr. X, advised Elena
Garro to beware of the American Embassy, that it was staffed by
Communists.

Elena Garro also claimed that several months after the assassi-
nation she was visited by two Communists who warned her not to
tell her story.

Shortly after the assassination, Elena Garro told Thomas, an
American woman came and spent several days at her home. This
woman, who must be referred to here as Ms. Y, was told the story
one evening by Elena Garro’s sister, Deba Galvan, who had been
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drinking. Ms. Y urged the two women to tell their story to Ameri-
can authorities in Texas, not in Mexico. Failing that, Ms. Y offered
to arrange a meeting with a high-ranking American official in
Mexico. It never transpired, because Elena Garro and Ms. Y had a
falling out.

Ms. Y did, however, send the first report on Elena Garro and her
story to American authorities in 1964.

Charles Thomas, the American service officer, was concerned
about the Elena Garro story and reported her account in memoran-
da that were circulated in the U.S. Embassy in Mexico City. Never-
theless, when the reports reached Washington, neither the CIA nor
the FBI showed any interest. No investigation was ordered, even
though, on October 10, 1966, it was learned an Elena Garro had
indeed been registered at the Hotel Vermont over the period she
claimed she was there in 1963.

Charles Thomas returned to Washington in 1967 when his tour
of duty in Mexico ended and he was “selected out” of the foreign
service in 1969 for failure to be promoted. In 1971, having had
some 2,000 job applications rejected, he committed suicide. In 1974
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, having determined that
his dismissal was a mistake, had through an act of Congress Mr.
Thomas posthumously reinstated.

Mr. Chairman, the committee on Friday of last week received
permission from the State Department to make public a group of
previously classified documents dealing with Mr. Thomas and
Elena Garro de Paz’ story. While they have been declassified, there
are certain privacy aspects of them that would make it inappropri-
ate to include it in this record now.

Nevertheless, I would ask that they be marked as JFK F-403 and
ix:iser(tied in this record at this point after they have been duly
edited.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be done.

[The information follows:]
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JFK ExHiBir F-403

1

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington, D.C 20520

September 20, 1578

Dear Mr. Stokes:

This refers to my letter of September 15, 1978
concerning your September 13 request for the declass1-
fication and release of six documents about Charles
William Thomas and Elena Garro de Paz.

The Department's Bureau of Inter-American Affairs
concurred in the declassification and release of the
major portions of the documents, enclosed at Tab A.
These six documents contain certain information which
still warrants classification pursuant to E.O0. 11652.
The deleted information, if released, could damage
U.S.-Latin American relations or reveal confidential
sources and methods which remain a part of U.S.
Embassy operations.

The Bureau of Inter-American Affairs also agreed
to the declassification and partial release of four
other documents, which appear in the CIA files on
Elena Garro de Paz. These documents appear at Tab B.
However, the Department requests that the Select '
Committee not make these documents a matter of pub11c
Tecord. These documents may assist the Select Committee-
in understanding the background story of Elena Garro
de Paz. However, because the nature and substance of °
these documents relate more specifically to U.S.-Latin
American relations and not directly to Ms. Garro de Paz,
the Department would prefer that the Committee not
cite these documents in the public record.

The Honorable
Louis Stokes, Chairman
Select Committee on Assass1nat10ns
House of Representatives
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As always, I appreciate the Select Committee's
cooperation in all matters of record releases. I
hope the release of the enclosed documents will prove
useful to the Select Committee in conducting the hear-
ings into the circumstances surrounding the death of
President John F. Kennedy. '

Sincerely,

Douglas({/J. Bepnet, Jr.
Assistant Secrétary for
Congressional Relations

Enclosures:

As Stafed
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5601 Pot(;xiac Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20016
July 25, 1969 . :

nonorable William P. Rogera ) G [ A
Secretary of State . - T ; el -
Washington, D.C. - . - LT e S

Dear Mr. Secretary' . . T ) o -
In winding up my affairs at the Departuent of State, there :[s a pend- -
ing matter which I believe merits your attention. L

Lee Harvey Oswald, the presumed assaasin of President Kennedy, was -

* alledze .- present at a party given by a Mexican communist sympathizex
and attiziad by the Cuban Consul, a veteran intelligeace officer, whem~

was in Mgﬂ.co shortly before the assassination. There are allega— -
tions {can Government may have been aware of Oswald's .
presence at that part t_the Cuban Governmen: may have tried to

_ Intimidate others who saw him there.
A careful investigation of these allegations could perhaps explain
them away. Until then, however, their public disclosure could reopen
the debate about the true nature of the Kennedy assassination and .
damage the credibility of the Warren Report.

Since I was the Embassy officer in Mexico who acquired this int:elli—
gence information, I feel a responsibility for seeing it through to

its final evaluation. Accordingly, I have prepared a memorandum | .
(enclosed) explaining this information and its initfal assessment, keyed
to three memoranda of conversations with my Mexican informant.

I believe you would want to consider carefully whether to let well . __.
enough alone in this case, or vwhether the risks attending possible )
public disclosure of these allegations make further investigation
warranced. .

Respectfully,

Charles William Thowas
Enclosure: C ) - L s
Memorandum and four attachments.

drimcianc>os e tay

T

per Franers J. Meled
ARA - F/15/76
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o HEASSEED - ¢

MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: Investigation of Lee Harvey Oswald in Mexico

] 1. While serving as Political Officer in the U.S. Embassy in Mexico B

L City from 1964 to 1967, I became quite friendly with the Mexican play-
right, Elena Garro de Paz. An intellegent, witty, and outspoken womam, .
I found her a very useful if sometimes biased source of political gossip  ---
and personal history on significant.Mexican personalities. She introduced

- my wife and me to many important people in Mexico. She was also parti- . |

' cularly knowledgeable about agrarian affairs. A bilographic report that Lo
I prepared on her on May 3, 1966 is attachad (Tab 'A).

2. On one occasi.on, Miss Garro inadvertently mentioned to me that she~f .
. had be=1 at a party with Lee Harvey Oswald and two American companioms ~ - .~
—. whes Oswald was in Mexico just before the Kennedy assassination. The ...
pariy nad been at the home of her cousin, Ruben Duran. The memorandum .~ -
conversation, dated December 10, 1965, is attached (Tab B). I ~ L
had not rea n_Report, but I assumed that if Oswald had been )
to such a party in Mexico, would-have been well known to the Embassy.
=~ I also knew Miss Garro to be something of a professional anti-communist
who tended to see a communist plot behind any untoward political event.
However, the episode about her being escorted into hiding at an obscure
hotel intrigued me. Accordingly, I decided to report the matter in
writing. I gave the memorandum of conversation limited distribution .
within the Exbassy, aud did not send any copies to Washington. - o

3. A few days later I was called to the office of Mr. Winston Scott, ’

who headed the Embassy's Political Research Section Also present ( B) {
- was Mr. Nathan Ferris, the Fmbassy's Legal Attache "They had noted

with interest my December 10 memorandum of conversation. They pointed

out that there had been a great many rumors about Oswald at the time of ~

the assassination and that some could not be verified and others had | - :

proved false. They asked me, however, to try and get a more detailed - ™~

replay of Miss GCarro's story. Mr. Scott made c¢lear that the ¥BI had fun. SREIN
tesponsibil:.ty for any further investigations of the Oswald case. .

4, In a memorandum of conversation dated December 25, 1965 (Tab C), I
provided a much more detailed and accurate restatemeat of Miss Garrxo's .
alleged encounter with Oswald and subsequent developments. Certain errors
in my original presentation were corrected. Miss Gaxxo guessed that the

. date of the party at her cousin’'s house was in early Septexber, 1963. She
admitted that she had gone to the Embassy to repo:: briefly about this matter
on an earlier occasion. . .

o Dm0

per. Franeis J. MeNeid/ L
ARAT - gfisfre TR
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5. I got no reaction to the second memorandum from Messrs. Scott and .
Ferrlis. However, the Deputy Chief of Mission, Clarence Boonstra, who
had been Charge d' Affaires at the time of the Kennedy assassination
and subsequent Oswald investigation, told me that Oswald had not been
in Mexico .on the date given for the party. He stated, furthermore, ER
that the informant had changed her story. When I explained that she . -
hadan't changed her story but that rather I now had given a moré accurate.
account of it, he reiterated that the date was wrong and seemed to dismiss

the whole affair. ] ) ) . ) : f -
6. Some tim later, Elena Garro told me she had found her old calendar o )
and had reconstructed the date of the party at which she had seen Oswald. - «
She ed it had been in late September rather than early September. R
{Oswald was in Mexico Xrom Seprember G UCT accord— :

. Ingly went to Mr. Ferris' office an ormed him of this. He replied

. that she had given the late September date accurately when she had come R

_ to the Enbassy and made her original report to the FBI. He added, how-

. I askel Mr. Ferris to tell me frankly 'if he thought I should continue

“~“considered the Oswald casa olosed s:ating aga:Ln the he had heatd a.ll

ever, that someone who was at the party had stated that there were no
Americans there. He did not reveal who had provided this informatiom.

- pursufng this matter. He advised me that it was not necessary since ha

these rumors before.

7. Although :‘he & e al_]_.eged party had been placed in the ;
proper time frame, I was puzzled at the-report that there had been mo ~ - .
* Americans at the party. I had assumed that Miss Carro could have clearly -’
been mistaken about the ldentity of the Americans she saw there, but

never doubted that she had seen some Americass. Although, I had met B
Elena Garro's sister, Deva cuerrera, I had"never discussed the Oswald -
case with her. Mrs. Guerrera's grown son, however, told me that he was '
quite convinced that h:ls mother had seen Oswald.

4 wer wwsw—y

8 Atthough X pursued the matter no further, T felt obligated neverthe- .
less 4@ veport in writing the developments described in the memorandum - v
of .con-:sation dated July 13, 1966 (Tab D). I thought it was particularly
strar -+ that the Cuban Goverument would carry as Miss Garro's address the

small hotel where she was allegedly hidden away after the Kennedy assassina- = |
tion by a man identified with the Mexican Ministry of Interior. I should ==

perhaps add that it was I, rather than Miss Garro, who first noticed the . ~ -~
address. At the least, the letters lend some cross confirmation to her BN ’

story abaut the small hotel. At the most, they provide a source of - ..

endless speculation about conspiracy and international intrigue. L e
9. In early 1967, in the context of the Garrison investigation of the . -
Oswald case, which had opened in New Orleans, Allen White : (B)( 2)

made an interesting comment to me about the investi-.
gation of Oswald's activities in Mexico. He stated that the DSF (the 1--
security police attached to the Ministry of Inter.lar) had interrogated the

S .

e e v_f¢c_;'-’ram.'/sJ'/”z:/”el/, R s i —_
' : CARA 9’//5/75 o
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Durans after the assassination about a party which Oswald had reportedly
attended, but that the transcript of the interrogation was entirely
unsatisfactory by normal investigatory standards. Furthermore, the paxty
inquired about was not the one at Ruben Duran's house, reported by

Elena Garro, but at an entirely different place. This transcripx: way -
well be the source of Mr. Ferris' belief that Elena Garro's story had been -
checked out and found to be untrue. o -

10. It would appear that whereas the FBI has discounted the Elena Garre - .
u allegations, the CIA is still considerably disturbed by them. The CIA . .-

may not have pressed for further investigation, h , for a ber of”
reasons: 1) considering the sensitive overlap and subtle competition  ~ - -

between two intelligence collecting agencies, it had to yield to the -~ ~. .-~
FBI's clear jurisdiction; 2) there are obvious complicaticns in cunducdnz ’

such an investigation in a foreign countty. . - . -

Undexr
the circunstances it is unlikely that a.ny further investigation of tkis - . :;
matter will ever take place nnless it 1s ordered by a bigh official im_ - .

', Washington. : . . LR
— 1. Tf all the allegatians in the attached memntanda were true, they e s .-
Would—of  in themselves,.prove that there was a conspiracy to assassinate - B
Presidert K—?n?e'ay':\-ﬁn%wg'.f_ they were ever made public, those who -
have trie. to discredit the Wartem-Repart could have a field day in - .
speculatiog about their implications. The credibility of the Warren Repoxt
would be damaged all the more if it were learmed that these allegations
were known and never adeq“ate.ly investigated by the competent American X
authorities. . . . e

IERTITERTRCY

12. Reference :_ls' made again to the biographic report (Tab A) on Elena -
. Garro. She is hardly an ordinary or average perxson. Her strengths and R
. weaknesses become exaggerated precisely because she 1s mot. It would -
.. be easy and ient to p this matter under the rug by claiming Cos
. that Miss Garro is an unreliable informant since she is emotional, - T
_opinionated, and "artistic.” I have been affected at times by that Tt
temptation, myself. No Ameérican official, however, knows her better than .
I do. On the basis of the facts that I havc presented, X believe that,
on balance, the matter warrants further iuvcsuga:ion. -

13. Finally, the recotd should show that a repras
American publication has at least some knowledge of

; . Charles William Thomas _~ °
July- 25, 1969

. - per ‘FracsfMaﬁ’ez/ o
P.--_,p Bz,

ST s
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TamE V/ | NATIONAUTY l)(
. E.e:.:{ G:"\E‘\EQ‘de Paz 'Ke)d.cgn , /- \ /

SRESEINT POSITION . . [} [

Mexdeon Writer
DATA AND REMARKS -

1. =Eleaa Garro, thefmercurial wif ofggg._mng_r_gg, was 'born of Spanish parch.s in-
Puebla on Deccmber 1¥; =—ttended the Fational Autcnomous University of

{exico and later did paduae \mrk s‘.: the University of California (Berkiey) and .
et the University of Paris. She has long been married to Octavio Paz, a career
diploaxt who is also one of Mexico's finest poets and leeding intellectuals (sm‘;har
of El Lederinio de la Soledad.). Since her husbend weat to his present post as
Azsassedor to J.ndia., she has been separsted from hin, epparently with their mutual
consent. Eer 20-year-old daughter, also named Eleaa, resides with hexr ia Mexico
Lity. . - -
2. Having speat 17 years of her life in Europe, she has a rather un-Meiicea ob- . -~
Jectivity about her netive 1and and has a reputation for dbeing one of its more °
exticulate detractors. At the seme time she is very emotionally committed to many
espects ol Mexicen life a.nd has made an im,por:ant contribution to its ar‘i_stic
developzent,. 5
5. VYaile enjoy'i.ng the reflected glory of her prstigeoas husband, she hes become
& significant writer in her own right. Foger S61ido, El Rey anxo, Le Seforz en su
Baicdn, Venturs Allende, and Andsrse por las “las 1 R‘.ma_s, are plays that have hod ap~
preciative audiences i.n Burope, wnere they have been translated into Gerzon, as -
ve.'Ll 2s in Kexico. Two more plays, Percda Empresa and El Viaje, are in praparation.

er short stories are collected in & volume called La Semana de Colorzs. The
.u...ev-wj Svpoleasnt of the I.anéon Times has called her novel, novel, Los Recuerdos del -
Porveair, = "splendld success.” One critic hes said of her: 'For Elena Ga-ro,
there is no frontler between reality and fanbzsy; in eny case,.the latter is a a-
secoud realily--pexhaps more intense--to which one may pezetrate without T, . =

or forevarning, thanks %o the effectiveness of a Literature fired with passi.o;l, ..
/-lavor, and life.” It might be 2dded that the frontier between realiti: Yy end fantasy
v is 2lso &iRficnlt for her to distinguish in real life. l

4. A vitty, wdane, and opinicnated woman (she speaks Spanish, Pruch, English,
end Gman) with sr wflagging sense of humor, she has reportedly had a stormy

+ nexriage vit‘: Octavia P2z, waose socizl conventionelily she contimislly and de- a
liberately xed with her exratic and whimsical behavior. Although her forth- ‘
xight opir. :r.: and sharp wit tend on occasion to ruffle feathers in Mexico, her
_imoraanf. socisl, l.tterary, e.nd. po:l.tt:.cal connections render her rairly izxmme froz

GROUP 5 - Downgra.d.ed 2t 12-year Sn‘-::va.s, - ) o
. not aatomaticelly declassified. ot

Submit to Depariment In Triplicata ” - \ Continue Data and Remarks o= Plain Sheats
it

par Franeis J. MeNed N

e SRl ﬂkﬂ e .,y//.;/yl--——-—n»' < gt
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se-ious counteratiack. XMer plays cxe deing curreatly produced in Mexico
City and Zurich, and she hes just had a lengthy exclusive interview
with one of ..'ne large morning deilies here. Politically, she appezrs
to be Catholic and traditionalist, and in her admiration for German .
culture she occasionglly exhibits fiashes of Natiozzl Socialism. Al-
though on domestic politicsl issues, her views seex progressive, she
often describes herself as a reactionary, beceuse this is the temn bexr
comzmunist friends apply to her. Eer politiczl coanections run the
garut of the political spectruam. During her moments of bitlter denun

tion of corxuption in the xuling PRI, she often threatens to Join. tke
Cozmuaist Party. N
5. Miss Ga_rro has for many years been a2n ‘active woz‘ker :h. the Con-
Tederacion Nacionzl Cemvesina (C\C) +the agrerizn 2rm of the PRI end
is perticularly close to the recent CNC Secretary General, J’avier Roja. .
_Gonez, She has been a tireless propagendist and agitator on behalf of
.tne poorer Mexican peasants, and she is on close personal texrms with -
and apparently enjoys the respect of peasant leaders from ell over the |
country. Mer house is a constant meeting place of peasant leaders, -
and she was recently paying the hotel bills of over 100 of then who - Tl
ve: uSfering delays in getting thelr grievances heard. She bzs cn - oA
occe. .on pablished articles bltterly criticizing the governmants ezrerfan
policy, perticulaxly the alleged political zssessination of troublesoze
peasast leaders, in such leftist publications as Siewore and Sucesos.
. A11 this dezonstrztes that she is somewhat fanatic on the subject of
capssinos. ¥Vhile she detests thne new khead of the CNC, Azador Fern z
_she hes cultivated, partly for her owa protection, P‘*esic.er:" Diaz Criaz
‘Director of Agrarian AfTezirs, Nozbarta Agnirre Palancaxes, wao is mow .~ .
e fregueant visitor to her ho:ne. She is 2lso very friendly with axd 2 =
strong supporter of Cerlos A. Madrazo, former Presideat of the PRI and -
ex-Covernor of Tebasco, becanse of his sympathy for uhe phgh.» oZ the
pezsaats and his desire to refomm the PRI. . . - ..

6. FElana Carro's brother (zduamo’) > o a_'l.so resides in Mesxdeo City, L"‘
is a coastxiction coatractor for pluzbing =nd electrical work. He szazs
‘less <aoticael than Eleaa and is not concermed with politics. A sister, -
Deva, is nmerried to a second-rate painter named Guerrexp Calvin. Accord-

a.ng, ~.o Eiena, she is 2 communist sympathizer. ther sister is mexTied
on American and resides in Cuernaveca. Three cousins ...MLQS&S&.

g:_'g’._m.hé:._mm, are all reportedly communist symna.hlzers. Horacio's

wife, Sylvia Durén  is employed by the Cudan Ewbassy her2. Xleaa Garro

is very close to her daughter, Elenita {or C‘nnta.), who echos her mothex's
;altiveriovs views and bas considerzble influence over her. Flenita is .
rot well educgted, but unfortunately she is rather well reaad end hzs been - -
prexzturely m:pased to ideas waich she has not yet properly understood

end assimilated. Accordingly, she can be obmoxiously outspoken._ -
7. Miss Ga=ro is well disposed toward the United States znd has been
i’r...e.nc.n.y -4 Torthcoming with Embassy officers. . Ker brosd raages off T

*ERHSSFED
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significant personzl ...rl\.nds the views of many of wahom are important

4o the Ecbassy, makes her a us 2ful Dmbzssy contact, end she is cuxrently
carried es a target in the Mmbassy's Youth Program. Despite her access
<o micn thet is going on benexatl: {Ze suxrface in Hexico, including pzzsant
varest, the fact that she has 2 tendency to romanticize developmertis in
resorting on them mzkes its &ifficult at times to deterzmine what degree
o credence to place on what nign.. well be usaful and concrete in..o-.z:a-

tion. B i -

8. She L.ves in a madest but comfortadle hau.se on Calle Aleacastre 220
ia Lormas V:erey . Her tele oge dudber is 40-20-57. .

- ~. t
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. . . - ———D2ceher 10, 1555
Lee Haxvey Osweld ond Xawneldy Assassination ) - . e st
) ] - . - oLk

_Elena Garro de Poz, Naxicom wrider; wife of Octavio Pez -7, ° 77 7F°

Chaxles Wa. Tio=es, Political Cfficer E - .
‘ . . e - s ) - L i .
| MG, DG, Py BR, €22, L - L - .

_ In the ccurae of o disousiicn cioul othor notters, Sra. do Poz menifonsd thal
sha hed zob Lee Hervay Osweld, the nresuncd assassin of Prosidant Jozn Fi Keanedy.
Zhe vas very reluctant to discwss % ut Tinglly imparied the followirs.

3 S
12 imotier, b
= Hecdless to say, tho ¢ o2 this informetica shculd be'carzdully -

R VY]

'lo‘)
&
a
W

1. In Septeder, 1953, v efter her relwrm fron chraed, sh2 wont to a
perty st the heze of Rubda Duvf noried $o Ber ecusin.’ Eeor éoxchter,
Elcnita, sccompanicl her. Thore che mat Osuold and 4 olhier yousg Asmoxricans vio
ware vith hin, %ae three yovung Anericens recoinad apart froz the other guests. |
She cipressod aa interest dn talidng to them, but wos discourszod frox doing so
by sona of the sthor guests. - - . . - . <

Most of thz guests et thz party were Co=mmisis or philoccmmmnists. Steo’
remabess sacing the Cuosn Consul, Asousz (p‘.:ona::‘.c) ;3 Goneral Clo Floraz. of tha
Maxleen Oly—pic Comzittee; Siivia Durdi, ¥is she leber leernad wes Oswald’s mistras
vhaile hz wes here; Enilio Cardaliidy, taz writer, vio she thinls is now in the

" United Stotes; pnd g Lzbin Adcvicen liegro mon with rod hair. -

3. In Hovebaw, 10563, waca the identily of Kemaciy's essossin becane Mmown,
c -

‘she end her dengiber west to tha Cubon Thassy ond, ence zdz’ticd throvgs tha
front gate, shouted "assaszin” ond other insults ok ths stef? thexe. . ° . .

. -

L. Shortly ofterverd, ske end her doughter wore visited by a Priend, 2omgl.
_Cory$)in, vho wes thon sn offfcicl in the Soersierist of Cohermncicr, ond ware
told ne hed ordars to cccort then to a sz2oll ond cbscure booal in the ceater of
j totm.. Thzy wvore koot thore for eizht déoys under protext thel thoy were In doenger. o

YAY 424

A .. %a nawe e T = - . - -
iZ-y2z intaivels, -
wz - e . .. . Bt

sieczlly declossifticd. -2 -

3 3 B gaat =ik \':34 T #——r“‘— — !:
per Froncis I, MeNed e
~ARR - /15/78 -
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.
o w2 now of
sh2 vos told thst tho A 3
Corvillo trics to give the impression that
hz‘f'a Jeb et Ballas Artes.

5. Somz of tha other »2ile

%o the sizt3 ef Yormerun, W
-

- - A LY. . %
50 w2 vt the porly vwith
te

5y W2 thor wore Yhrotectd" by Gover

fo

e

~wwes.

21 vers takea -

o big cor and lookdng veory pooshIots.

tlon wos the racult of 2 Comummist plo izred Dy Fidal

ros subsoguently told hoer thad he is nod really e Cozmmunist end
o grest nisteke to kill Kennsiy.' - T

. .
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a
R . .
.
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N PRI .
. . Ca . - .
. B . . . o -
H - -
. . - ..
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. . Dez. 25, 1855
Le2e Hoxvey 05\-7;.116. and Kemedy Assassination o ’ L ) - -
RIFEREHCE: nao»- ndua of Co"v ercation, Deecsder 10, 1065 T -
Flenz Corro d" Pez, Maoxiean writer L .
Chcrlas 'm. Thsaes,; Politiczl OfZiezr - - - .

r13, D3, P (2), (2) '. el s

» Decashor 23, Sra. €e Pez czcia &iso "':.::'l ab consid "":..l- Jensth L::;-

‘_Iler d encouctar with Csweld. .P:L;o p::c:-a*t, e5 thzy vere at tho oriziask coa- ~.

versaticn on tkis subject, ware @y wile nd Sr. de. Paz' Qanzk cer, Moiita. Sone

- Marther inToraction on this stojeet was :_;' ven subsegucnily cn Jomwery 9, 15385,

Duarinz this lobier conversetion, Sra. d2 Paz p2nltted thal she had gone To tha., °

Ez;nas::.' on en corlior cecasion vilh hor demzhior end mothar-in-iav and had toliQy.
s

l.-\

to tvo I y off:.ccr; (praceesdly Trom the Lezal Attzchi's Cifica) ._1::.:{; +

oateoer. sines th2 Diessy offiesrs édd not glved mich erodouce to anryiking
troy salg, i ii.d nct bother to giva a vaxy co "c-tc story. %he f;ollo.-zé’.m; in-
s

. fomuintion supplesents ond in som2 inctances corTects that givon in tha pexoranduaxn
ol Decazbor 10. . . T . . L

1. Tydia, E!o:-a:*o, end Fc.::.:x Durin or2 211 cousies of Sre. é2 Paz. Silvia -

Durdn 15 maovied ta Horzclo, wro 15 2 Tathor wesk mex, Horgelo uas convertad o -
]

cormrwupe~" v Ricerdo Guorre. Sra. €2 Poz has never had ayithing tc do with Silda,

vhox . :5t5 end considers a vhore. Rdbéa'wes bora in tha United States cond
servai. _. : US Arzy during the wer. M2 still £ozs to the US froa tize to tin2

ut has no relatives or particulor connaetions tasrs. Iydla elso trovals ccco-
sionplly to the US. Taz party in question wos hald' gk thc heaz of Ruddn Ddrén-

: 2. Sae belisves that the dste of the party was sdowt SspSochar 2 or 3, 1953.
" It vos a few dayz befora t visit of the Ssvict estronmst, Gogzrin, She be- K
deves 1t was 2 nond._,/ cr Teas dey bocanse it v:'.s an oéd right to hav—'- 2 ')..r‘y. L.

25U 3 ];;,v noeaded ob 12-year intervals, - | | - ~_ t
. . nor. c'.'.‘.;o ..ic‘.u/ decl._ss...fied. . -7 -

Ufﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ ST

per Froncis Z7‘ /m'ﬁ/e//
- ﬁk’ﬁ P/15(78 ..o
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2 ad H &o,y
rzeonsiruet tha

: conzal cone

vizntiy it i5 fn a Gosl vhich is

rov .n.or-" evcy with o sz, .
- N
5. AL the perty, the ien she coswons wes s’.‘-:.'::l sveates, Qe
tendzl to L2 w b ke Tlesr. wmg lucTiezt
compzaions, on2 wes very toll ond slotdar ond hal long blond hoin vadea Wz
zeross his forehead. o hzd @ L Toee o or long protruding cain. ka2
[l athes w25 olse rather £all and hul -~ e manl
distinzuishing cherocteristices. ously Axssicon and EL_L =1 T
| €202 or uix vith iz othar p2 erideatly 1‘*'1... is5, bocsese |
L2 ..-.r"-'t to""‘_zzr. )

' she sz thea by ch.nc, the nox

L. Althouzh Sra. @2 ¥ .‘.'. nzd roturasl from aa c::‘ 1o stoy f» Dinoge oxly
in Juaz or July, s'n.e- hed ..‘cha“:/ neb Juadhio Ancus ol knous positivady theb he |
wves 2t thc party. Oz spother oceazion (it weos rot eloor thothar before or aft=r -
the p-w'",/ in ouesdcn), shz att2aded a party vhere che sew, oiong olbors, Duschio |
zcde; Exllio Covdallicdo, the pro-Cesizo wrdier; ol a LMW -
vita r‘\. . Loire {Tazse lzst tvo ware nob &3 t‘m Turin pordy o3 wes mistolkesly
stated 10 the Desaber 10 mamorcniva.) Coshallids ad fzewz, olong with gowms
otaers, v .. In a hoated édseussion on thzt occosion about ?-\_..i‘-.m. o
they ezt . e comslusion t2a5 th2 only zolutica wos o k1] b2
s2f&- 413 Cerdallids iz loown es a Cesiro azost in
China, tbe Soviet Unica, ord wany tiucs So Clsa.
fnm?;f, hie spant gooub a year in Ctha. Yam ne rw\.:n‘_.,
2t Rubzers Univarsisy throush . Josd YVesonoz '“*-l ".'m uas I
Zeleller Foundation ia Mew Yorl: and ¢2s 13 pov 2
1:€o I3 preosumedly still thoare, The Qey elter tae .
Exa. &2 Azeue in S"asr.z::. Cn soecing }:::' Sro. 2o Azeuz t\.':-mi ad - o

2]

urriad cut of tha storz. Azcu2 &:-; :L -\._-..a./ [ ’e:. Dack to Harona 2lter tka
.es3essination, enf his x.-lu fo.Ll ‘hin vhor»],/ trerszfior. . .-

5. Cthers oz-w'*t et -the Duria pc_ﬁ‘.y‘ in -'-"‘tio:l to 2 end he dongidor
wers Horeedo oxid Silvin Iu'._n, _uz‘.a.:; Durdn; Sra. de Paz’ rhiiccomamizi sister > . -

Szva Guarrom; g% gosds Cloci Flores ond his misizass, a Cuotzmale Ce
.,_'n.::\, e 2odieal dactor Irmul Dolizde Zospitzl; =2 youag Americon couplz, both fob

d blozd, who wore o :lin;; 4hofs kongTsen dn Madico; & :lf‘-f“ﬁ" old !ioxdeen women
in o rad dress;y and a rather stromge oo vhd elzin:d to be Haxdern bt 212 nob
look or tolk like ons. His first nane vos :‘lcj::x 22 232 ha su::cr_xtly wTote i

- -Elghita seversl love letiers.  She clai=s cae turasd thess in to the Asrieon Ea-
Pe3sy. Ricsodo C*w'r:'., e co*:n..ni g i b “*" !:‘Li‘c 2a3nxfo Contelloass, o wniler, |
vara Dotha supoosed to cone to the :;31":'1 out d..c...iuﬂ. to cone, c.ccoﬁilg;: to Sra. - _'
‘@e Paz 22, viea t..ey 1e3:md thgt skh2 would de thera. -

6. On ‘Sciuxdy ay, Tovear 23, 1985, taa (.4,' aftor the Xannody cssassiaatien,
Sr. @2 Paz' broth:r drove her and har @sushior b shoub 3:('.9 e 40 thz Cudan
2:.1., » Her drothacer wos esboaxresscd by thelr dbahovier oad drove o Blsck uwp the

rezt to &.it for thea ofter lotiing thon ciuk. . The tm vozam thoa want inslde
the rote oznd shouied "z'::::-;;si: ‘ond odhidr Jasuliz

JATEANS, - .

s

. N

q .

e
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that thay wae in gori
o e sxall .
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2 g1 wndarcover epant for 2 niel e xftosea .
pamoual friced of Moz Polomoras il O z iinely tawy Delieved -
2d trusted him. Aooog othor dhis, thst Sylvia Toxdn hod bemn oxe
rostal. This ves not pudlic Inlo ix
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sue of tha hoiel, Srz. de Pox Yook -
zre it to be, and vo foundit. It &s T -
st £8. I8 i one ond 2 belf Tlools west
tue Viedelo. 2bed $hot Tha |
botel is oward by somzone fron Potozd md 1 usaed by busineszczon frox
that oroz. Saz2 wnd her dzoughter éid p=rsohiaily rezister at tke hotel. Sh
thiaks Calvillo registcred then as reletives oF frimads-of his fron Son Iuis .. -
‘Postesi. Altkotza modest, it o ortchle-looking hotel, - Th .
wedly Lzt their room. -

8. 3Since sae cculd pot riu:
na to ¢as part of towm vhere ghas roues
the Vornont fotsl, located ab Cxlle ¥
of Avenidas d2 los Incurgantes jush

T o. Tt wes mot wuatil ofter thoy v 2l and saor th2 porsEINeXs

P4

and the phodtogranhs of Oswoald th: “hor both cm> to th Inla. . L
peadany conclusion thal 22 wes ol 2y setye .
tam Coludlo vesitad thzn of the hot So g ozbed to raport to T
the bAruricas Tidassy waat she hmmr of b 2l com- . .
minists and vith Azouwe. Colvillo soi : > o axican Ete
bessy wes full el comummist spiasz. ¥ . ’ fcllsuing -
wadk, geands ware postad outside it. : Lo

10. ¥h2a ska sour nor sist T i B 2 latier
wvos teomrified dozouse of G Dra3er d »in pariy. £2 bzl cone to
3 ;
=

"ta= cenelusicn fzdepcmienily that socn thorae. Sro. de
Cz
iavoly=d in ti2 essassinal
* she wes an e2o2ixer of Pres

rrera vas 2lzso vory angry with the Turin’s 2 =he thought ihcy B22 bacona R
3 nite belny o philcogmmmist,

zh2 1s 250 o patvicicn ond a .
onaxchiszt. Absut o pont 3 Znzhi Smy da Cucrrars wos exllcd |
in oy two coimuaists, vhon sha rafuses ¢ atify, esd ¥es wornad with tkrests -l
novas to revacl to enyone (hab shz hod bexx'to o pordy with Cswold, Sk renainsd .
so tarriTied thst she wuld ot zccameany Sro. de Paz to the Asavicen Edassy to -
tell vhat ske knew of Osiald. ) : . : -t

- 1L, A short tim= oftor the cscossinsiion, Eailio Coxdbellills, tae pro-fostva '.
_wxiter, took the Puvdns to Jolepe, Vercoruz énd kept thom out of thz wey fora -
viaila uatid the fnitisl shock of th2 Hexn:ldy assass
kras connecticns with {ke University of Verseruz Press. . -

" Coba-
g =TITIT R

tho vms

12. AMlso shortly ofter tho assessimaiion, o1 Azxiesn woum.mozed Jun

coe end saand savarzl doys ia Sra. @2 2oz’ house.

Cesta Ricen vho is zow Ju

oL voa o ves uid S2Eo Forniinkiang
. . - .. - -

ARLR

41-372 O - 79 - 20(Voi, 3)
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Forelmn OIX 2ot,
tho succaciad -

:1:.- I obons:
cntal thea to - A

. s she 2

wzz2d than to go to Texss to - (BJl )

szid cne voul&'arrcme o necting in o -

c Y
L2l viat thay \nex.' %o
- edvized egeinst oin,, to the Aacricas i
€211 tucixr story. Failing ia this,

T3 - ~ v
cuiel cofd Taz mezting ¢id not nzterlelize, |
hO""{ Ty bacmise 823 was ._'s}»ex. %o leave the Pe:. rouse. Xiss Cobb hod Mcked Sre. - -
2z Pz’ cat. - > L e T -l

13.° At ghout the end of Jomuesy, 100, mb&: dn L visited Srz. de Pez. -~
s2id he ves poing to visit the United .,t::tcz ead ventad har to protect hin ez .
:.u:h 23 pos:ible_ vaile he ves ewey. Ji2 foncod it u__;\t be discorersd thot O:u..ltl -

22 bom o his bowse, Bince 2 2l Lz tom 1.1 a0 Uadtnd L\;:.u.s, hz2 ew I .
\.eu_d be cesy for the Mesdeen Covamnonl $o u 23t BIn ol his citiceaship cnd tkp)r"
hin, oy both efresl to say nothing about ite Ee said it wos Sidviae Durdn vRo . .-
gob hin involved with Osveld. Ha pidod that ke wos not re‘\l.l,f e comunist ozd was
egeinst the essassinstien. . . g

-~ M = ~

1k, Asout six aonths efber the cosmrsination, vhon she wes Salics S toMoe - |
Prloneres of the Szerctarlat of Gobim: el _1\: :t ansther matier, shc to..:l the -
slory-of hor mce-.s‘;a.z- with Ouu ~J.'_. o0 her nab to.ca to the dnmoriean Eossy |-
md susgested 'r.n 11 ghe insig o3 m;v/t.um ..U., sne moroly vr.ltc t.ha -t

Iipassy o pnomnoes lebbex, . R ..

15. Sra. @2 Paz ststed that i’ vas eomtsn Ioulalze tha: Silviz Duriz vas . .
a2 pistrass of Osweldd. Wne o ,..::-.:'n she cotld rimrber wic told. hez th_.. BT I
howevar, was Victor Rico Galma, the pro-Cosizo J::"—'.‘.:lz... . . Lo R

. .. .

16. She 2lso stated that she undorsicsod ..n-t Ozwa2ld he? eoze to Maxico mora 1

. thon oace. : N .

Y ,/.).:--! .

smtr ,’-' //é/’- f.(-
:’. _-vkﬂ 2}25/ (“j

/
!/;( /4/

2.1.' e 2 toant i
éé.’ -',u‘{i A '[ /"'/‘)s _//ﬁ«,,, 2';, ;‘:,f oA
TETTT i/ .r. . - . . .
Geoy— Thiss el —f <~2"x cisee. . , 1
'(./-- ‘ ‘:v f [ //L - /(,' ’ _L_ /{’ET ,. [6.' 4‘ A
Ceitie foresien L. ;&AL .
. anit « '”“ [4 /«;A’ el —2‘4' " [ﬁ bt Ll

8 s e
P/u.;..o:\_s:h-‘"
72 ‘h-z:-“\‘

"
~,

TR AR 4 L ‘{v‘

.
o

T I

per Francss J. MelV eif
ARA 7//5/7&
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—~ guUsJ=cT: Furicher on Oswald ond Keanedy Assassinabion

REERGICE:  Mesorondua tals Subject of Decesber 25, 2965 . - . . - . T
PARTICIPANTS:  Eleaa Garro de Paz, Nexicas vwiter . .. LT T
- Charles Via. Thomzs, Politicol Officer . e . b

- ‘coriEs TO: - - 2B, KON, p,'P/ﬂ, 1, c::),,_cz-:ﬁ'(a)"

1. Saa. -1 deseribed some developacats waich zay have soae bearing on har claix

_thet ohe . - Lee Haxvey Oswvald ab e poriy ot the hozz of her cousin, Rubéa Durdn, -

vhen Oswald ves i Mexico prior to thz2 Kemedy assassination. A -

2. She stated thad her writor Sxix2, Corlos Sclorzanc, is guite well zequainied ™.
with Cuban A=Dossador Joeznufa Humnandoz £rnas. She scid Selorzano ez spparaily
not particulerly leftist buf ikt his droteor, Alfunso, vwad 2 cemmmist. Amdas-
sodor De-nondoz keod told Solorzats tact ke vould very much like to moot Sma. Paze -
Solorzans accerdingly orronged o porsy ob his oum henz en Jaze 30, 3556, ool fne

- vitel both of them. Also presaat vere Siin Montoraza ond his wife; Elvira Vexges,.
the lefiist journalist with Noved-des woo 1s a close personcl Fricad of dresidoat .
Diaz Ordsz: Teosuzl Cothollo, tie pro-Costro writer; Joomein Dic» Cotels, keed |
o ¢he ;rc»)p\\dm;\vj* Pirm colled Tditoriol lisxrbiz; o2d Juan Sorians, the palnter. . .
e said . .17 wss prehobly invited to noke her fedl af ease, since heis 2 .
friend o hers s wos the only eatli-coczunist taere besides herself. - -

3. During tte evealng, Ahassador Hermendez, wica she deseribod o5 intalligent
- ood exdturad, comcenirated his sbieation on her and &id his best to fletter har
by landiny pos litevsry productlans. In addition, he expressed great inlarest .
v - y ? - Py -
_in her Zriend, Corlos Hoirazo. He issucd o personal invitciion $o ker to citead
Jthe sxamal literacy festival of th2 Cast de 1as Aserices in Hevena., fze expiained
to nin that che wns not o Fidelista ond tha she wulda't go to Hevsne ualess .-
Juon Sorinng vent with hor. Hermendez thea invited Sorlazo to stiezd 2s wall, .. =7,
put the latter roundly desounced the Costro regize over the gdjections of the -

. obasrs preseat, who urzed thea dota to attoad the festivel. | .- . EE,
L, YLata», ker friend, Vietor Rico 5=, the pra-Casiro Journzlist, vio sha’
- = I - * . . - . - 4 b4 -
suys, pezsonelly -Gisiil 5 133 her 2ol Ko Zo vo Codba zlcas.
- - - . ... N -
vixes TRL2 5 - Tow intarvelis, ) . )
T ST ST e e 500 atAlos b Leally essilicd. - [

per Froness J. MeNeil ARA

9/15/78 -
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Tirst lotter, wriition los
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cavolone for tha firat letior,
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return to the sonder, which erz2, T2 soccnd el- Lt
velon2, which contzined tie wiol koss oddrass as It wes hand-,

czrrisd to hier om2

6. Sna. Paz stited that tee oaly 29ssillie rlascn tae laetitors: ware ad- L
¢xassed to hizxr ot Cnlle Vermonb was bazause sha speat severel dovs of .
-the Eotzl Vermont imaodi woar e Raueely vssessinotion (sea L.
roferamead naacon)e Th ‘w2fizers of a0 hotel, I'.::re"::-.-:, 15 Verzont )
29.  &he concluded tie Cubon Covesmaomh corricd Shot ctraoeh nunber,

with & pinor error, a5 ker regulzr addresse N B :

o U e Latel ostunsinly to pro- .

“T. Since Ilzsuel Colvillo kel & > -
ised tha guestion of hgw the Cubamns

‘tect Lier frez the commmists; &

obtziazd that addrass. She s 22 ghe wo3 ewme, tha .
‘omly pzople vho knew she hai b Verzont vore Moawel Colvilla,

£2d two close fricsds of his a end Marorita ekoicog.s 0
Qo otzar f1ieads of these tix va ioamned of it ore Feuice )
Cdlo =2d Juaz Codb. Sho sl ¢ 22 veTy fuspicious of oli 3
tree of tzeso people pacause Th t-0f thelr way to cultivate | - -

her whcn she returnzd froa Wvop2 iz 12355 cad hal mele such a. noiat o2
bziaz culspolisa professional enbi-coxmownisss. She roons

"

yeoxs ozo Barzorits Michelilng was a comxwmist.  £3e zow voadssod whelher - .
Calvilio =i pzrhnss the olZer tu5 o5 uall varz Cudaa zninis. Sae stz . -
Tazt Caivilio wes s clos2 porconal Irizcd of Xoe 2olousrss =33 0 - 0 o
rdaz, 2nd thal gusols, prasuadly frda Sobaascicr
plocad outside ker kodz wiea shea hed returazd Drea the ko3 jermiost, In

-fact, since Calvillo’s reemad. discissel froz his position ob the Sacre~
tariet of Zduacation (for Jeaiing inforaticn to the precs ohout tae Fondo

[ 4

gz S Zzoasaicea), he hod skown hor tvwo percongl tolozrais Srom .
res igz Ozdos essuring iz thed sactior jod would b2 Fourd for kim.
i ~raature. She a2ded thot she ol 1012 Colvillo thab sho had .-

=) .: B3 Exbazsy at one psint to 191l whed she knew shout ho cllemed ..

eacouasas iils Gswsld, To sdd to her suspicions, sha mamo=torad thck )

* waak azpzaral $o be e gunosn who oftan ncccomzaicd Colvillo ond ®alowares® -
¥as a Speaich refugee naned {fn) Voleneia. €22 5286 Valazedz's 3wt .. .
wifz ves e Bussion commuzist he koi rmovried furing the Spanisk Civil Waw,

She hoi subseguently toxan fhair exilira end returned o tie Soviet Unlon.

* 8. Ste thovght it possivle thet tha Cubar Ehossy hod newr deliberstely .

- givaa her the letiers froa the Casa 82 123 Aaoricrs witha the Vormsat Streast
2ddress in oxder o 2rijhten har. Sz ves clveoly eozcstmed abouk whst, T
appzzrad to 2 thraz guushots that h=d beea Jired thsough her wpstiirs.
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TRNANDEZ, Amador — A= ‘Director of Fducation for the State of Chlhuahua

B~ A friend of Flena Garro de Paz who was cultivated for her ARA:
protection because of his membership in the pal:.tical

. party of power,

C- ¥one ) S e -

ZCUE, nxsebz.o -_—-- A= snbgect is the Cuban comnercial ;ttache to Mexico.

B~ Attended the party given by Ruben Duran wh:mh OSwald

‘allegedly attended.

C~ Reflects that Subject had contact with Oswald at the Cuban AT

. Embassy and thst an argument between Oswald and Subject - -
. occurred because Subject could not issue Oswald a visa to - -~ -
: g0 to Cuba, at the direction of the Cuban' Gavernment., D

. RNANIEZ Armas, Joaquin A~ Subject 1s the Cuban Axbassador to hex:.cc.

i of Elena Gan-odePaz. .. y . -
C- None - . . o

formation Obtained from Sources

- Department of State Records ) .'j '

- ¥Mr. C.W. Thomas! Correspondence . T e T
- “The Warx ~'~éa{i::nmpmn;' LT - 2R

e S T s

B~ Subject is a close assoclate of a conmmmt friend

T

ooy s

CB)C’-)
" per Frin
J- Me Vel
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. { T ¢ \-4\‘ ARSI Soren 2
frerican Constlate, Ciudad Juarez 67 Mﬁﬁ M 2/ 2552
H . OESP, NO. -
= . . 6(] 2
S) : THE nr_?;\n;r«ﬁ:x\'r OF STAYE, WASILINGTON, M 50 2 AY 1218 g.?:
. / £ g
WE - =
. [Tt -RE
= ACHOV i T £ ’gg
| ForDept. | 417 N T/ p. 2 Z—p. -¢ ;a-‘> Ky SRR — c$-2. |8
i S oy _REc_ﬂ'_Lgm c‘[_,(é Z%Z’ —1 |
| &s- SINYe ST QA0 Ff’z;-/ Gl Fonshiey of
USECT Commptst Agitation Among Student Groups 09> o iedogiinpa )|
_— M oriolonsl  Putieti/ ZLﬁJ j L™ Wesmbe -t Yerac g
- Y/ r el - d«h{v -/ Tz4 2 Th
The Cotisulate 1e from ; \{ery/z{e}iahle .sowce that sevarz_ﬁf:eg % L7 :
- e Ce e BVR)
L LT ST semtimua @]
agﬁ:ators . =d a third not yet ddentified, - -
to Ciluded Juarez:to incite student groups to demonstrate agalnst and stone -~ [\ ] )
the Americon Corsulabe at Cludad Juarez oa May R3, 1960, Students! Day. The.- .-
Chessman cass, United States=Cuban Policy, and attacks on Mexclcan monopolists ING
(Eloy 7-1lina, 4in particular) are to be used as the slogeans for their student Ol
demons: w¥an. Thelr efforts have resulted in very little success to date, - -
vith oa.y laC3cuala Normal Noctwna giving them any backing. Apparently they - | _.
ere quitg dissepizted with the resulis, but interd to establish a cell among - Ubl
the students in Juarez to 501idify thedr position. Arthwro Gamis, tho leader 4
of the three-man group, hes returned to Chihushua City, leaving t.he other tho ;‘_‘
to carry on the work. At tho womsnb the atiack on the Consulate seens likely Y -
to f2il; howaver, the Consulate will watch thelr future activiides vaz;v' closa')a' o
. 2zd will request polics protection if and vhen appmp:'late. ©
This may veryamll be a local problem, in uh:lch case other postz in S . -
Fexico nay not be affected. However, 1f the purposs behind the demsnstra»ion
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suasder: mcox:. Possible Use of Free Port of 'l‘:.jua.na for U. S. lnerchandiso

,_ -From a ;ol::::lle:h;:rtf\:b:\:ban Gov en Abe%:.eov;eg f A{ {]_iahle % -

* as being trustwortny for the transaction,

Z _ talked recently wWith.] BANCEZ: officials in j(abana Jegapdin& two. advanuages TS "‘-"\l‘ :
- of-uaing:- ﬁJua.na fo. s 4 >

: in credits for purchaélng rav materials and ‘spare parts needed for Publi.

TelE 'ﬂ*“]lepresentatives “of UJSS f1n1s in"Y¥eideo would be utilized, rost_of ™ ""-

cane information indicating that the Bank for Foreign Comnerce of
(BAXCEC) was planning to use the free port of Tijuana, Hexico, ‘as mint e
of entry for U, S. merchanyée ultimately destined for Cuba. -

. N
Architect Fusebio AZCUE, Cuban Cu—vaercial Attaché to Kexico, reportedly [&X

is less po:sib:.litv' of" he:mg conspicuous than
ciEy on_th mn

'.“BA.CIZZ would make available soma $3,000,000

Vorks equipment which is out of commission. Possibly the credit would be -
increased later to obtain vital perts for sugar mill machinery and of é._)_:er
_Important factories. The Public Yorks department was to furnish a Bst

ot the raw materials needed but the rest was yet to be determ.:.nad "

the representatives were described as not knowing the/destination oﬁhﬁ
merchandise, An unnamed Arerican firm in Tijuana suggested as pwrtiﬂ— §
pating; a (presumably) lexican firm called "Don Lazaro's son" was mEtioned '1

. . e O
Through another source the Mnbassy lesrned that Cuban Ccnuercial . ; ’
Attaché Azcue had mentioned a Hexican onero (cotton dealer, broker or
grover) as possibly being of assistance 2 third country transaction, .3

suggesting the possibility that "Don Lazaro Hijo“ might be connected in some ..3
vay. with tha cotton’ ‘business. .

. l - L
. 9 - R R S
. oY o Y
EON:Liolbymib. - »: [ LRfE S
~REPORTER = 1™ g LAV Il-l-
Tion ACTION
SSIGNED YO. . T-rAK(N

“ME OF OFFICER . IDATI or
_OFFICE SYMBOL

The action office must return this permanent record cw to RM/R files with an ;nemcnl of action ukgn. )

ACTION

ACTION COPY — DEPARTMENT OF STATE

per Francls f elVe// ARA 913,

PP . T T .




309

N (111

- - . MR .. —— - . -
COWENT: It is iikely that .’>r. Azcue, upon his return to Hexico, will play l

a prominent role in this transaction, assuming that the financially hard-up
Castro Administration can make available the necessary credlts, or is not able

to* obtain the merthandise in other ways.

. The Enbassy realizes that the information presented a.bove is sketchy and -
is not in a position to obtain details, nor to follow the progress because the .
contacts were Mone-time contacts" and brought the information to the Embassy °
2t some personal risk, However, it may fit in with other information salready ...

. Ymown to the Department and serve as background for such additional information ~
on this subject as the Enbassy may chance to pick up at a. later date. -

LS

A.,'rICN R’ @ Department please pass com.es to He:dco c:.ty, Iwnterrey,
Ott.awa and, Inndon. . . .
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twenty local people. No state-or municipal officials were presemt, . :

.received by Governor Praxedis BALBOA and other officials.of the state
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Cuban Ambassador to He:dco Joaquin HERNANDEZ, Armas arrived at Tanpic;l

on the evening flight of CMA on September 5, 1964. Hernandez was met at .- _

the airport by Cuban Consul José L, POSADA Torres and his wife, Camilo D

Domsnech; Commercial Counselor of the Embassy, and Attaché Alejandro--

Rodriguez, who had preceded Hernandez by car, and a group of less than

oa Suaday, Septer,p(r 6, a barbecne was offered in the visitorst.
Lonor by Eage Mfonso MUR]I‘I)A of Petroleos Mexicanos at his home in
Colonia yetrolera. }Xurleda is a known commnist.

Oa Monday, the Cubans traveled to Cd. Victoria where they wera -

government. The Governor had a private luncheon for the Ambassador and’
his party. The Governor also accampanied them on vigits to_ school:.,

The Crbans vere in Cd. Mante on mesday, accmpanied by Lic. Crd.stobal
GUEVA™. . 2lmes, Executive Officer of the state govermment, and Amedo © ...
TRE .3 5 Lirector of the Office of Press, Information and Tourism of the” '
st:ie, According to sources in Mante, no enthusiasm could be generated
.f.‘ox- a mass greeting; therefore, soms school children and mmi:ipa.l .

were ordered out to greet the Cubans.

" The Cuban Ambassador visited the Ingenio (sugar nd.'u.) of Bante and
had a long talk with its manager, Ing. Mamel ZORILLA Rivera, Zorilla |
is a well known leftist. Information available :.nd.i.ca.tes that he has
long been under Commst Paxt.y diac:.ph.m i

o2 ~ps- 323 per framus

M,
“ARR 9f15]78

Ididarner, Jr
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The visitors were entertained at supper at a dingy cafe on the edge of Cd. _ -
Mante, It is not Jnown by whom they were entertained or who attended. It is H
understood that only a few personswere present. The parly also visited a school ™ *.
and the new Social Security Hospital, : .o

Newspapers stated the next day that the Cubans had amounced that they will
buy 40,000,000 pesos worth of Tamaulipas cotten, If true, it is probable that .
about f:.fty per cent of the cotton will be purchased from the Ingenio del Kante.
Members of the cooperative planted 4,000 hectares in cotton this year. - -

On Mondeay a.ftemoon, the Mayor of Tampico was :’mstrncted by telep"xone h-oxn
Cd. Victoria to give a luncheon for the Cuban Ambassador at the Casino DI
Tampiquefio on Wednesday, September 9. The maximum rmumber of persons authorized =~ -
was twenty. The lunchson was duly held, but it appears that there was some ..
difficulty in filling twenty places. Oniy fifteen persons, including the four
Cubans, attended. A list of those present is attached. Mayor INGUANZQ told me-.
ir confidénce that he was ordered by Mexico City and Cd, Victorta to give only .
this luncheon and to invite only city officials. Also, he was ordered to dis=

" courage private citizens from making any displays of friendship, . LT,

N X S et e
* ——~A buffet supper for one hundred twenty persons was glven by the Cuban Consul ~°
at the Gruta Azul of the Hotel Tampico on’'the evening of September 9. The affair
was attended by the general and admiral comnanding the military and naval’ zones :
and the finarce »ificer of the military zone, The l-!aq'or told me that he did not s i
attend. B

‘The Cubans have emphasized the commereial in their public and private »alks
They continuelly relterate their desire to buy cotton, henequen, beans and .
onions. They grow lyrical over the advantages to Tamaulipas that such trade .
would bring. Communism or politics are never mentioned. . ," =

In Cd. Victoria, the Ambassader talked at length with Oscar GUERRA Eb.zondo, -
representative in Tamaulipas of the Department of Agriculture and Cattle Raising. -
The arrangements for this and other commercial discussions were made by the. |

" Baaco de Comercio Exterior at Mexico City. -According to a2 rel.tahle source, no
tracts or agr ‘-werc signed, .

The Ambassador is ‘said to have offered grants / youths from Tmau]ipaa
to visit Cuba. One, a third year law student, José gEF"!E Cuella, who probably . ..:
will make the journey, said that he had been nominated by the Gavemor. The .
Consulate will atieapt to learn and report details soon of the exact nef.nod of . o
selectian as wnll as the pazes and backgrounda of othn' nmﬁneas. 5 .

- croP 3 -
. Dovmg-raded at 12-year mtervals
- not ~automatically declassified.
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In the Consulate’s view the visit should be considered a fallure. The
mininal courtesies accorded by the state and local authorities; the very poor
press coverage; the reported failure to reach any firm commercial agreements;
and the apathy of the public (J.ncludmg students) mst have bcen d:.sappomuing

indeed to the Cubans,

%fé;f%ﬁwy"’

America.n Consul.

Erclosuress &
Copie; of newspaper articles’

Counselor for Consular Affairs
. Counselor for Political Affairs

"---Political Research :
Director, Hzx:lcan Ai‘fairs, Washington, D. c.
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“Prme ferom : Amesbassy, MEXICO L oxrg_ January 13’ 965
>] ™" | sussEcT: - Mexdicam Trzatment of Sixth P.nniversary cf Castro Res:!.r.e o
v . v STy S - L]
137, s . -
B The activitles of the Cubgn Embassy here in conzection witk the
2 six*‘- enniversary of the Caspfo regime were almost Ignored by Mexicen .
== .:::. The leftist EY'Dia (Jamuary 5) a1d carry = brief itemon -~
- . Aebassador Joaquin HERNANDEZ Armes'.reception, held on Jemusry

«, and reported the Acbessedor’s participation in the tradfitionsl
wreath-leying ceremony at the Indepsndence Momument earlier in thke

day. But El Dia omitted any editorial eulogies, conirasting sr-a'ply -

with the moderate Excelsior's atteck on the "shominable extrenes" in~ |
curred in Cuba‘ made in the course of a commentary (J‘anna:y 5) on ’
Secretary Rusk's recent observation that the menasce of Castroism had

declined. . . S - -
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Mexican Participants in Havana Celebratious . - -

A nuwder of Mexican leftists exre known to have vlsited HAavena in order to par- -
ticipete in the celebrations at the invitation of the Cuban regime (see th=2 en-~ .
closure to tlis despatch for a list of certain of these ps rsnns).é/ It 1s interest-
ing thel no top-level menber of the Haxicen Communist Pexty (PCi) went to Havana, .
although 1"y n2-"ars of the Natlonal Directorate of LOMBARDO Toledano's Popuiar
Socielist =.- { 'PS) &1d participate in the ceremonies .at the Cuben capitel. A
veriety of rezsons vere probably responsible for the absence of any top-level PCH -
officials. These officizls were presumably very busy making final errangements for-
the Netionsl Congress of the PCi»l-dominated faction of ‘the Central Camoesina In-
"-aﬁ"ienu_ (CCI-Independent Peaseats’' Ceatral), which opened on Jenuery 6 (se=
Weekas 51 and 1). Among other reasons, it is possible thet the PCX lealership also

‘ concluded thet this was aot a particularly opportune time to converge on Havane,
particularly in view of tke recent change of administration here (se, 1n this con-
nection the E‘.nbas;y 8 A-579 of Decenhﬂr ”9, 196&). . :

Far the Anba.ssqdnr

. /,///’{'(l"f‘ {///J*‘z
V,g’- Wallace W. Stusrt - .
’ Counselor of Ebassy . -
. for Political Atfairs

=/ “The text of the brief Diaz Ordaz message to Presia.ent Dorticos wes released. to
the press by the Cuban news sgency Prensa Latina on Jamxary 8 e.nd. ves picked np o
thout comzent in EL Dia ot January 9, }935. : . b

- . &

2/ Acoording to the Ultimas Noticles of January 2, 1965, the Panamanian Commisc .
lesder and sgitator Moisés CARRASQUILLA Vazques'" passed through Mexlco cn:y oa-
January 1 en route to Ha.vanq tor “he anniversary celebrati.ons.

7 Franeis .E wclve{;/ ARA
ATt 7777

List, as des'crfbed above




NERC R - N .L
_ Encl. No.
A-605 from Y-:zico

. o @JT /5 6
I Certain Mexicans Xnown to Have Farticipated in Ceremonics in Favene Mark-
ing Sixth &nniversary of Castro Regim= &
Ernesto b{n.\LLmo Ecperén
W4
Margarite cérm.ams Salazar
R

Méxino COPREA Comargo

-Elvira ilanzano de éO’A‘IZ!'LEZ g .
Jorge 6- ALEZ Ramfrez ._ L I -
. Carlos LAGULES o ."' . .
Nicolss FIRRZ Ramtrez | .7 ' E )
. Gloria %POCA Ortega ° o o
Rosa PUIG Femé::@.ez . ’ ' '
Lezaro KURIO Feltx. . . --
" Alfredo ; Amz Delgado S ’ ‘
Miguel A \rsLAsco o oL
5
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Mr. BLakEy. The committee has also tried to locate Mr. X and
Ms. Y to no avail.

The committee also sought to interview another individual who
was employed in the Cuban Embassy in 1963. Although the inter-
view had been prearranged, he left Mexico City suddenly the day
committee investigators arrived, and returned the day they were
scheduled to depart.

The investigators, having decided to stay an extra day, contacted
the former employee by phone, but he refused to speak with them.
The committee has learned that Mexican authorities had been
requested not to allow the committee investigators to interview the
employee.

Members of the Duran family were questioned about Elena
Garro’s allegations. They denied that they socialized with the
people she said were at their party, although Sylvia Duran did
recall that Elena herself may have been at one or two parties at
her home in the fall of 1963. Sylvia Duran denied that Oswald had
been there.

Another Mexican has claimed to have been in contact with
Oswald in Mexico City. Oscar Contreras Lartique told an American
foreign service officer (not Charles Thomas) in 1967 that as a
student at the University of Mexico in 1963 he had met Oswald as
he was leaving a roundtable discussion at the School of Philosophy.

Contreras, who described Oswald as “strange and introverted,”
said he spent the rest of the day, that night and part of the
following day with Oswald and some other students. He said
Oswald told them he had come to the university looking for pro-
Castro students who might help persuade the Cuban Embassy to
grant him a visa. Oswald told them, Contreras said, that he was
from California and was a member of a pro-Castro organization in
New Orleans.

Contreras was later reinterviewed by American authorities. He
refused to identify other students who had met Oswald, because he
said they were still active revolutionaries. Contreras stated that
originally Oswald was suspected of being an American intelligence
agent, that he never mentioned President Kennedy or assassina-
tion, and that he repeatedly expressed a wish to get to Cuba
promptly.

Mexican authorities have reported to the committee that there
was indeed an Oscar Contreras Lartique registered at the Universi-
ty of Mexico in 1960, but not in 1963. They also reported that Oscar
Contreras had once signed a manifesto written by a pro-Castro
student group, but that the group ceased to function in 1962.

Nevertheless, the committee placed some significance in Con-
treras’ story because it has been learned that a professor from the
University of Mexico held philosophy seminars at the Duran home.
The philosophy professor, a close friend of the Durans, was a well
known Marxist at the university.

The committee tried to arrange an interview with Contreras
through Mexican officials, but when its investigators arrived, Con-
treras disappeared.

In summation, Mr. Chairman, I must frankly state that the
committee has, with the exception of certain witnesses made avail-
able by the Cuban and Mexican Governments, largely been frus-
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trated in its attempts to investigate the nature of Lee Harvey
Oswald’s activities andpossible associates in Mexico City through
personal interviews with those persons who purportedly have first-
hand knowledge of such matters.

The only other theoretical possibility for resolving these issues
was, of course, physical evidence, either documents or photographs.
In this regard, the Cuban Government has suggested that photo-
graphic evidence should exist, at least as to Oswald’s alleged visits
to the Cuban consulate in Mex1co City. Such photographs might
well include, of course, the identities to the companions, if any,
who were w1th him on those occasions.

In fact, the Cuban Government has provided several photos to
the committee. They are reflected in JFK F-438 which, Mr. Chair-
man, I ask be displayed and entered into the record at this point.

Chairman Stokes. Without objection it may be entered into the
record at this point.

[The information follows:]

41-372 O - 79 - 21{Vol. 3)
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JFK Exuisrr F-438

Mr. BLakgy. To support its claim that there was a photographic
surveillance site across the street from the Cuban consulate in
1963, the Cuban Government, Mr. Chairman, has indicated that
the top left of the photograph represents a diagram of the Cuban
consulate on the left and on the right of the building that is
displayed immediately to the right of that diagram. It is from that
b;lilding that they suggest that photographic surveillance took
place.
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The three bottom photographs on the exhibit illustrate examples
of their ability to photograph the photographer, during the course
of his surveillance of the Cuban consulate.

Mr. Chairman, I would indicate that the committee has conduct-
ed an extensive investigation to determine who, if anyone, was
responsible for the surveillance outlined in this exhibit in the
periods of time during which that surveillance was in operation.

It has also sought to identify and personally interview those
individuals who may have conducted the surveillance and to
obtain, if possible, all relevant photographs.

Once again, however, I have to report to you, Mr. Chairman, that
the committee’s efforts have met with frustration. No photographs
of Lee Harvey Oswald or of any other person who can be said to be
an associate of his have been located.

Mr. Chairman, that ends today’s presentation on Cuba, Mexico
and the assassination.

Chairman SrokEes. Thank you, Professor Blakey.

Before you proceed to the next section, once again I think it
appropriate for me to indicate for the record the kind of coopera-
tion that was necessary for this committee to obtain in order to do
the extensive type of investigation that we have done in this partic-
ular area.

I acknowledged in the latter part of yesterday’s hearings the
kind of cooperation we had gotten from Cuban Government offi-
cials. But I might appropriately note at this time that to my
knowledge and to the knowledge of the members of this committee,
it is unprecedented for a head of a foreign nation to subject himself
to interrogation by a congressional committee.

Not only did President Castro spend in excess of 42 hours with
this committee, but he made it clear and apparent to us that in
every respect his officials were to give us complete cooperation.

I think the final record in this case will indicate the voluminous
documents and witnesses that we interviewed in this area and
virtually every request made by this committee was complied with,
even to the extent of the fact that the committee when it went
there conducted itself in the same way we have attempted to do
our work here and that is to work quietly and without any type of
fanfare.

And for that reason, we made the same type of request in Cuba
that our work there not be announced, that we be accorded the
opportunity to work privately and quietly and to that extent the
President and his officials afforded us the kind of housing that we
needed in order to remain out of public view.

So I think that the record ought to appropriately acknowledge
the fact that this committee was given extensive cooperation by
President Castro and his officials and we are grateful for that
cooperation.

Professor Blakey?

Mr. BLakEY. Mr. Chairman, it would be appropriate now to shift
the focus of the hearing somewhat from Cuba, Mexico City and the
assassination, and begin today and in the days that follow an
examination of the performance of the agencies.

The first agency whose performance in 1963 and 1964 will be
examined is the Secret Service.
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Of all of the Federal agencies that were in any way involved in
protecting President Kennedy or investigating his assassination,
the Secret Service has come in for the most scathing criticism.
Within hours of the tragedy in Dallas, press accounts were pointed-
ly suggesting that the agency had been derelict in its duty to
provide Presidential security.

The more obvious questions were first raised. Why had the mo-
torcade been routed through Dealey Plaza, an open, park-like area
surrounded by tall buildings? Why wasn’t there more physical
protection for the President—why, for example, were there no
agents in the limousine itself, forming a human shield? Why was
the limousine moving at such a slow speed? And why were agents
in an open car directly behind the limousine so slow to respond at
the sound of the first shot?

The Warren Commission was quite blunt in its admonishment of
the Secret Service:

The Commission has concluded that at the time of the assassination the arrange-

ments relied upon by the Secret Service to perform this function were seriously
deficient.

And, the Commission adds in its final report:

The Commission believes that the facilities and procedures of the Protective
Research Section of the Secret Service prior to November 22, 1963, were inadequate.

The approach of the Warren Commission seems to have been (a)
to document the conduct of Secret Service agents physically pres-
ent at the assassination scene; and (b) to record the perceptions of
supervisory personnel as to Secret Service performance on the trip
to Dallas and to reforms called for to improve the protective oper-
ations of the agency.

The select committee, while not disregarding the performance of
the Secret Service on November 22, 1963, has attempted to go one
step farther. It has assembled data on threats against President
Kennedy from Secret Service files, in an effort to establish a basis
for a fair, objective analysis. This has enabled the committee to
scrutinize the extent to which Secret Service protective measures
reflected the agency’s grasp of potential danger to the President
during the Kennedy years.

In other words, was the Secret Service in part to blame for the
assassination because it failed to gather sufficient information on
security problems in Dallas, or because it failed to analyze that
information for its full significance?

The questions this committee posed for itself were these:

1. How skillfully did the Secret Service acquire information about threat activity
around the country?

2. What was the quality of the insight used to analyze the information?

3. Did protective operations in the field reflect a thorough awareness of threat
activity?

Before we get to testimony bearing on these questions, it would
seem useful to consider for a moment the historic background of
the Secret Service and its evolving role in Federal law enforce-
ment.

It is worth noting that the Kennedy assassination was the first
and only event of its kind since the Secret Service was assigned to
full-time protection of the President in 1901, as a result of the
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assassination of William McKinley. Originally, when it was formed
in 1865, the Secret Service was not given responsibility for Presi-
dential protection, even though that was the year Lincoln was
murdered.

The primary purpose of the Secret Service at the outset was to
deal with counterfeiting which had become a national outrage in
the period before 1862 when a standardized national currency was
adopted. By the end of the 1860’s the new agency had all but
eliminated the problem.

For the balance of the 19th century, the Secret Service engaged
in various criminal detection activities. It investigated the Ku Klux
Klan in the 1870’s, Spanish espionage in the 1890’s, organized
crime in New York City in the eighties and nineties, and syndicat-
ed gambling in Louisiana at the turn of the century.

Even with the assignment of Presidential protection as its prima-
ry role, the Secret Service was not guaranteed, however, necessary
annual appropriation to carry out the task. It wasn’t until 1908
that the agency’s mission was clarified, and, at that, for an ironic
reason.

When the Secret Service exposed the participation in land fraud
schemes by Members of Congress from several Western States,
legislation was passed restricting the operations of the agency and
creating a new Federal law enforcement body which ultimately
became the Federal Bureau of Investigation. So, the original FBI
men were eight agents transferred from the Secret Service.

The law limiting the Secret Service’s responsibilities left it with
two concerns: Treasury matters, or counterfeiting, and protection
of the President. On occasion, however, it was given exceptional
assignments.

During World War I, for example, it went after German sabo-
teurs, and in 1921 it was the body that investigated the roles of
Secretary of the Interior Albert B. Fall and Attorney General
Harry M. Daugherty in the Teapot Dome Scandal.

From about 1930 on, the Secret Service was an anticounterfeiting
agency with the additional assignment of protecting the President.
For the latter function, on only two occasions before November 22,
1963, was the agency tested by an actual assault on a President:

In February 1932, the car in which President Roosevelt was
riding was fired on in Miami, killing the mayor of Chicago, Anton
Cermak. In November 1950, members of the Puerto Rican Nation-
alist Party tried to force their way into Blair House, the temporary
home of President Truman.

It ought to be clear, therefore, that the best way to evaluate the
performance of the Secret Service at the time of the Kennedy
assassination is to look at it not so much in the context of history,
but rather in the context of the climate in 1963 and how well the
Secret Service appreciated that climate, especially as it might have
been evident in Texas.

President Kennedy posed a problem for the Secret Service from
the start. As a policymaker, he was liberal and innovative, perhaps
startlingly so in comparison with the cautious approach of Presi-
dent Eisenhower. His personal style was known to cause agents
assigned to him to tear their hair. He traveled more frequently
than any of his predecessors, and he relished contact with crowds
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of well wishers. He scoffed at many of the measures designed to
protect him and treated the danger of an assault philosophically, if
someone wanted to kill him, he reasoned, it would not be very
difficult to stop him. On at least one occasion, President Kennedy
was literally ‘“lost” by the Secret Service detail guarding his hotel
room.

Indeed, on the very day of the assassination, Presidential Assist-
ant Kenneth O’'Donnell is reported to have told a Secret Service
agent, “you are not at fault. You can’t mix security and politics.
We chose politics.”

The core of the Presidential security arm of the Secret Service is
the White House detail, which in 1963 was composed of 36 special
agents. In addition, there were six special agent drivers, eight
special agents assigned to the Kennedy family, and five special
officers detailed to the Kennedy home in Hyannisport, Mass. On
the trip to Texas, there were 28 special agents in the Presidential
entourage.

In all, out of 552 employees in November 1963, there were 70
special agents and 8 clerks—17 percent of the total Secret Service
work force—assigned to protecting the President and Vice Presi-
dent directly or to the Protective Research Service, a preventive
intelligence division charged with gathering and evaluating threat
information and seeing that it is usefully disseminated.

In addition, there were 30 employees in the office of the Chief of
the Secret Service, plus 313 agents and 131 clerks in 66 field
offices, all of whom were on call to assist in Presidential protection.

The time of need for the most manpower was in 1963, as it is
now, when the President traveled and was exposed to crowds of
people in open spaces. Then, the Secret Service called on munici-
pal, county, and State law enforcement agencies for personnel who
assisted in the preparation of large-scale protective plans.

In planning a Presidential trip, a set of procedures was custom-
arily followed. It is expected that they will be detailed in testimony
today, along with answers to certain specific issues stemming from
the Kennedy assassination, such as securing buildings along a
parade route and liaison between the Secret Service and other
agencies, Federal as well as State, county, and local.

From the beginning of its investigation of the Secret Service, the
committee realized the great importance of the Protective Research
Service. PRS is the memory of the agency, and it is responsible for
analyzing threat data. By reviewing PRS files and interviewing its
personnel, the committee has sought to clarify just how much the
Secret Service, as an agency, knew about the sort and degree of the
dangers the President faced in the fall of 1963, and to learn what
protective tactics had been devised in response to them.

The committee was at pains to make a valid distinction between
major and minor threats to the President in order that it could
concentrate on the followup action to the significant ones. A threat
was considered major if (a) it was verbal or communicated by a
threatening act, and (b) if it created a danger great enough to
require an in-depth and intense investigation by the Secret Service
or other law enforcement agency.

The committee examined all threat profile investigations from
March to December 1963, 313 of them in all, and it incorporated
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into its analysis information on some major threat activity back to
December 1962.

The committee also considered the following questions in its
investigation of Secret Service threat activity files, questions raised
by the Kennedy assassination itself:

One: Was there an indication of a conspiracy to harm Secret
Service protectees?

Two: Was there information developed in investigations of ear-
lier threats that might be useful in the investigation of the assassi-
nation?

Three: Was the pertinent information in the Secret Service files
made available to the Warren Commission?

The first witness today will be Inspector Thomas J. Kelley. In-
spector Kelley was assigned to represent the Secret Service in the
investigation of President Kennedy’s assassination. Inspector
Kelley served as Secret Service liaison to the Warren Commission.

Inspector Kelley received a B.A. from Providence College and an
LL.B. from Georgetown University Law School. He has been the
special agent in charge of the Philadelphia Field Office, an Inspec-
tor in the Washington office, the Assistant Director of Protective
Intelligence and Investigations in Washington, D.C., and he cur-
rently is the Assistant Director of Protective Operations in Wash-
ington, D.C.

Inspector Kelley is a member of the International Association of
Chiefs of Police and he has served as consultant to several Far
Eastern police agencies, as well as consultant to the Dominican
Republic on protective matters.

It would be appropriate at this time, Mr. Chairman, to call
Inspector Kelley.

Chairman Stokes. The committee calls Inspector Kelley.

Sir, would you raise your right hand and be sworn?

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you will give before the
committee is the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth,
so help you God?

TESTIMONY OF INSPECTOR THOMAS J. KELLEY, ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR OF PROTECTIVE OPERATIONS IN WASHINGTON, D.C.

Inspector KeLLEY. I do.

Chairman Stokgs. The Chair recognizes counsel for the commit-
tee, Leodis Matthews.

Mr. MaTTHEWS. Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Kelley, at this time are you retired from the Secret Service?

Inspector KELLEY. Yes, in February 1978.

Mr. MaTTHEWS. In 1963 you were a member of the Secret Service
inspection detail?

Inspector KELLEY. Yes.

Mr. MaTttHEWS. What were your duties and responsibilities?

Inspector KeLLEY. The duties of the inspector from the Chief’s
office at that time were to conduct the field investigations of the
activities of the Secret Service both in the field, at headquarters,
angi on the protective details, to make periodic inspections of the
offices.

Mr. MartHEws. Were you concerned about the performance of
the agents in those investigations?





