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Ve Discover Lee OSUALD in Mexico City
mwmmwsi@iﬁmmww&-timmhe
OSUWALD before he shot President Kemnedy. On 1 October 1963, our Mexico
City Station intercepted a telepbone csll lLee OSHALD made from someplace
in dexico City to the Eoviet Exdassy there, using his own name. Speaking

broken Russian and using hiz trus neme, CSWALD was talking to the Eabessy

gsuard, OBYEIXOV, who cften answers the phone. OSWALD seid be had visited

the Exbessy the previous Seturdsy (28 September 1963) end spoken to o

comsul ‘whose nane he hed fargotten ,tnlmhalyrminl sod ‘to send a tele-
gren for him to Washington. He wanted to know {f there were "amything
pew.” The guard said 1f the consul was dark it vas (Valeriy Yladmirovich)
KOSTIXOY. The gumxd cheched with somscte else and said that the message
bad gone out but no answer had been received. Be then hunz up.

mmormrmmummmam[ .‘
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is highly secret | ]

L 1

L ’ ] which are transcribed and reviewed by our
soall staff in Mexico City. By 9 October, the OSWALD telsphone eomversa-
tion ef 1 October bad been trunscribed snd a summsry of it esbled to
Washington. Yhe neme lLee OSVALD meant nothing special to cur Mexteo
City Statiom, but in their report they did judge him to be an American

sals.

The cabled report was received in Washington on 9 October and checked

MARET 2N S
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in our files, vhare it was iLmwdiately noted that the lLes OSWALD pheuning
the Soviet Embaessy in Mexico City was probebly the Lee OSWALD whe had
defectasld to the Soviet Uniom in 1959 and retrrned to the USA in 1952. On
10 Octsber 1963, the day efter the report from Mexice City, CIA Hesdquarters
sent out a cabled report sbout Lee OSWALD's phone call to the Soviet
Exbasgy; the repart went to the FEI, the Departmant of State (because
OSWALD was a US citiren), and to the Mxvy Department (because he was a

former Marins.) The cabled report to thess agencies highlighted the

grome 600247
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1iklihood that the lLee OSKALD mentioned was prodably the former defector.

. & cogy of thls eems cable was delivered by bant to the Tmigration and ..

BExturalization Service, with vhich we bave no ceble link. The same day
a lonz cable went out to Hexico City informing owr Station of the back-
ground of defector lee (SHALD and sasking for more infurmation. Our Stsation
City offices of the FEI, the Exdassy, the Neval Attache, and the Imxigra-
ticn and Esturalivation Service. This was done.
‘n1qu4hwx9m,mcz§mmdum.
pmm&amwmmmtmmm@“
1 October 1953, the day OSWALD phone there. A very sensitive operation
mmmwma;uuthmtutmmwdmmm
all visitors te the Soviet Eabassy there, taken with telephoto lcnses.
Accordingly, we cabled the Egvy Depertment on 2% October 1963 asking fer
a photozragh of Lee OSWALD from his Karine Corps days o we could cozpare

phctos. Ve hed not received this photogreph by 22 November 1963, but in

any evant; it turned out that the man photosruaphed outside the Zoviet

gy o0 TE

p |i5- .-
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Enbessy was not OSWALD snywey. As chance wouléd have it, none of ooxr

i . seversl photo obeesmtion points in Mexico C{ty had ever teken gn identi-

fisble picture of Lee OSWALD,
Our Mexico City Stxtion very often produces iLrnformation like this

on US citiesns contacting Soviat bloc eximssies in Mexico City. Freguent

et el Bl W il e At

mwumummmmmam
occasione we have even been able to apprehend end return to the USA

American pilitary perscansl vhe are attempiing to éefeoct. In all suck

cases, our Heeiguarters desk requests and obtsins the special perxission of

the Depurty Director fer' Plans to pess the derogstary informaticz cn a U8
citizen to other soverment agencies. Derczatory informmtion on Americans
is not treated routinely; in each cese the IDP or his Assistant personally
scrutinige the informestion, make sure it is credible, and déecide whether and
to whom it will de passed. Only in absolute emerzencies is the Kexico City
Staticn exthorized t0 pass esuck informetion direetly to the FBI office in
the U.S. Embassy.

At this writing {13 December 1953) we 40 not know what ection the PEI
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and other sgencies may have taken based ou our report. VWe simise thet the

Loe OSHALD wes actually in Mexico City on 1 October. Indsed, later in-
vestigation has confirmed all the éetails ef kis trip, where he stayed,
and vhat he &1d. To avoid crossing lines with the FAI, eur Mexice Station
wodertook ne local investigaticm of its owmn. As ve now kuow, OSWALD left
WQSW-&-‘»MMMWW”M.&.
[ ]
C | ]

22 November 1

VWhen vord of the shooting ef Presideat Kemnedy resched the offices
ammmummawnmmmgn@zam
ber 1963, transistor radiocs were twaned on everywhere to follow the
tragedy. Vhen the nsme of lee OGWALD was beard, the effect vas electric.
A yoone message from the FBI came st about the same time, naxing OSMALD

. —
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; as the possible assaszin and asking for traces. The messgre wvas passed
cEe _n:tw By the ‘Chief .CI; Mr. Angletoni, to Mr. Birch O'Neal of kis SRR e+

Special Investizations Unit. Mra. Betty Egeter of this Unit imnediately

recoznized the name of Lee OSRALD and went for his file. At tke same

1 t:m,h.kstm&thiaﬂm%&,ﬁohﬂwﬁt&ogﬂnt&wtu

' after the same flle. Mr. Relehhsrdt, Mextco Desk Chief, who was home oa
m,hmimmammammwumm

- ncreinfomtimen‘m, Mexico City itself heard OSWALD's name on the

Yoice of Awmerica broadcast and cabled t0 us & rexiodsr of the informatiom

g

' Por the next week, e dozen people in the Agency were continuously
cabled out, tracin: the names mentioned, and researching files. Rithin a
week, 27 cabled reports had gone out to the White House, the State Depart-

! ment, enié-the FEI. Many cables af guidsnce end inguiry had been sent to

G;-':s-“
i

—_—
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our ovarsceaes steticas, end many piecee of information ou OSMALD gni his

: s e v wite hed Deen Tecelved back. - The Soxico Clty Stetion resesxched its . . - T

ulepmﬁpsmtwwm”mnﬁmmlmmﬁm

, probably imvelving GSWALD, but not actually mentioning this neme; these
counccted him also to the Cuben Consulsts in Maxico City. Several Maxicans

were arrested and questioned sbout his eativities, giving & good pictmre
of what he was really uwp to. &ayemrmsm__heuvit&them

liasison officer who asked us for certain sctiocns and passed us infermetion

some @nonymous, botharied overvess ewbassies with spurous tips on the case,

from the FEI investigation. Omethe winug side, & host of fabrieaters,

most of vhich we investizated. All of these sre soon discredited, but they
:resﬁ.ueadngin.}

During this phase of sur vork, wve served primarily in eupport of the
m,vhichmmmwmnuidmtd&themmﬁmwfw
the investigation. The FEI was too busy to supply us with much of its
ovn inforestion, but anmvers vere given {o specific questions we posed to

i as6ist our investisation. The Department of State did photograph its entire

SET 690252
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file on OSMALD and pass them to us, snd the FEI geve us a copy «f the
Azbgssador to the Secretary of Stgte. On Friday 6 December 1963, Demuty
Attorney Generel Katzenbach invited us to review the FEI's corprehensive
report on the case to meke gure Gur sources vere not jecpurdized and that
o information was correctly gquoted. We found the report hizhly
interesting end no threat to our security, as long s it was resd caly
by the sutharized investizative bodles.
MMthequttewé:a,t?ecnm;aﬁafuffheeuem
Wu&mwammmmummnwm
and analysiz of the moat important security cases, and by a few afficers
and enalystis of our Western Hewigphere Division.

Reparts Froz Maxico

As soon as our Bexico City Etation realiczed that lee OSWALD was the

prime suspect, it besan re-sereening sll the written telephone transcripts

in its files coverinz the Goviet Enbassy for the pertinent pericd. The

sctual tepes were also reviewed, but many of them had bean srmsed after the

600253



normal two veeks wait. Several calls believed to involve OSUALD vere

wwa-mum,msauw,mm
Ewesn of Iavestigation.

OSHALD's meme was not sctually mentioned in these adéitionsl calls,
but sinilarity ef speech snd various plain peints of comtent link them
to him. These czlls are smmmrired below in ehronologicel order.

They cover the period fron 27 Septenber 1963 to 3 October 1563, the whole

span of CSHALD's visit to Mexice City as later lesrned fram travel recoris.

eaye ho needs & visa to go to Odessa. MHen enswering seys he should csll
15-60-55 and ask for the Consul. Caller asks for the address, end it is
givea to him. {There is no cpecial reaeon for linking this call to OSWALDY)

] Septenber, 4:05 F « The Cuban Copsulate phoned the Soviet

Consulate. &ilvia Duren, Mexican wvaticnal clerk of the Cubsu Consulate

talked to & Goviet officianl, sayinz that e male American citizen was et the

Caben Cengulate asking for a {ransit visa te pass through Cuba on his wey

600254



to the Soviet Union. She wants to know to whom he talked $n the Soviat
Cousclate ead %o tol4 kix be wuld have no prstlem shout it. -If & Seviet
m#mmmw@mmatmnntﬁam
sizply notify Cuban imaigration authorities., Tae Soviet first asks hey
to wait, ani then she has to explgin the vhole thing over egain to another
Soviet offfcial, who takes her telephons cusber snd proaises to call her
back. B{lvis DURAN concludes this call by telling the Soviet she herself
bas moved ani gives her new address fur the Soviet Bmtmasy bulletin. BHe
esks her to phome (Serzey Semenovich) KUKHARRRKD (Second Secretary who puts
cxt. the Bllettn) to give ki ke rew abdress and be asks vio the Oubman
Caltuxal Attache is. Silvia DURAR gives the Attache's name as Teresa
mmmmm@mm.

27 September, 4:26 PM - & Eoviet officisl calls Silvis DURAN
beck end tells her that the "Anerican” hod been to sse the Soviet's and
mm;mwmmsmmmmmmmmmm:

be had been waiting for vises for himself end his wife to g0 to the Soviet

Union for.a lons time, but that no answer had come from Wgshington, adding

690253



that the wait was smetines four er five months. 7The "American™ had

‘mummmmmtmmmmtgzwmam

without & Russian vise. Slivia DURAK rejeins that they have the same
prodlens the “American” L still st the Conaulate; they cammot give him a
Mtﬂsé'mmumw.wmmwhem
wants to ¢o to Cuba to Wit there for his Soviet viss to be gramted, be

does not know anyone in Cube., They end the coawversation en thic note.

8iivig IUBAL cays that she will note this oa his “card,” ené the Soviet

concludes by saying, "Besides he 18 not known.” He excuses hincelf for the
inconvenience he has caused end S1lvia DUBAN seys it ic all right.

28 September - Silvia DURAY culls the Soviet Endassy frea the

Cubem Consulste. Ehe says that she hes the American with ber gsain. The
Soviet ansvering esks her to wait. When ansther Soviet takes up the phene,
Silvia puts the American en. The American tries to talk Rusgian to the

Soviet vio enswers in English. The American eks kim to speak Russias, The

Anerican says that he had been in the Boviet Exbasey and spoken with the

600258



Coasul, and that they had taken his address. The Soviet rgplies that he
- lcomws thmts. The Anericen theu says, samewhst exigmtically: I d1d mot
know it then. Imwﬁemmummmrwm
becanee they have 1t." The Soviet invites him to stop by ssmin and give
them the eddress, and the American agrees to &0 so. (In this conversation,

the American wes épesiing hanily recoguirsble Bussian.)

As far as our records show, OSWALD ¢4d not phens ths Soviet or Cudan
Eobassies szain until Tuceday 1 Octoder 1963. The intervening days were &
Sunéay and & Hovday. !hacmtemdmhwrealumtoshwae

1 _October, 10:31 A¥ - A mau calls the Soviet Ef{litary Attache in
broken Russizn and says ke had been at their place the previous Seturday
(28 Septenmver) sni talked to their Cansul. They kad sald they would send
a telesras o Washkington, and he wvanted to knov if there were anything new.
The foviets ask him to cell anctber phone mumber end gives him 15-50-55, say-
irns to ask fer a Cemsul.

-1 October 10:45 AX « (This is the phone eall in which GSWALD

Ga0z57
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uged his true nane eard which was therefore cabled to Weshington em 9

mm,mmmmwmmmawmm
vithqul. ey bat sald they would send a telegranr to Washington,
and he varted to know if there were anything mew, He §id pot resesher
theaneertt!n&mm. The Sovist, vho was Extmszy guard OBYEDXDV
Teplied: “EOSTIRKON; he is dark.” OSWHALD replied: “Yes, oy pame is
OSWALD," The Soviet excused himself for a mirnte gnd then seid they
hatat recetred sxyiutag Jut.  OSUALD kad 15 they beta's dons aayintag
and the amxd replied they bed sent e request but tkat nothing had been
received gs yet.® OSUALD starteé to say: "And what...”, bot the Soviet

kmgup.

3 Octoter 1053 - A man spesking hroken Spanieh at first and then

English phoned the Sovist Militsyy Attache and asked sbout a visa., The
Atteche's office referred him to the consulste, giving the mmber 15-60-55.

Toe caller wrote it down. The attache officisl shruzsped off znother

e

o
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question sdout whether the caller could get & Viss, and the conversation
ended. {(There iz no gpecial reason to tis this ¢n witk OSWALD, whe 1is now

-mwhwn-cnmummuminm-mm.)

[ ]
E ],ehe'wanennuasamnnmummw
President LOPEY. Matood after 22 Noveuber. The next day, 23 November, ke

called 1t te the attention ef our Chief ef Statien, who was slresdy

working feverishly on the case. &imilarly, the Mexicmns noticed the

involvement of Cuban Consular employee Silvia DURAN, e Mexicsn mationsl.
Our Statisn suisested that she be arrested and interrosmted sbout OSKALD,
The Mexicen sxtherities had the esme ides end she and her kuxbend were
arTested ou 23 Novenber 1963, in the midst of a party &t their home. All
the guests wvere s00n relsased dut Silvia and ber husbend wvere qusstisned
and relemsed on 25 November 1963.

8{lvia‘s busbeand, Eoracio DURAN Nuverro, an industrial desigrer,

ssid under police interrosation that when OSWALD wes nanod as the asssssia

— 690259
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of President Xeunedy, his wife had recoznised the name end yecalled ghe

be yemexbered she had said she deelt with the Soviet Comsulnte as well

_wmmmwmxu.wm Horxrio DURANR recsllod his wife

61lvie DURAK told the ssme story. Sike wes & leftist sympathizer with
¥uba end had worked for the Mexican-Cidan Institute of Cultwwul Relstions.

She recalleé OSWALD well, déescribed him accumately, related how he haid
Wammmwmgmmmmwcw
vise, end remesbered his t4ff with the Conaul. She adxitted she bhad phoneéd
the Soviet Exbasey sabeut him, o

The su» total of the statementis of Silvia DURAN and ber husdeand vas
to confirm that OSHALD was in Mexice to gt & Cuben viss so ke could walt
in Cuba for his Soviet visa. The Soviet Consuler £ils pesseé to the State

Department in Weshington by the Sovist Exbassy coufirms s long exchenze

between £irst, Mrs. Hering OSKALD, and later her husbend, and the Soviet

B 690261



Wmmmwmtamwmm
abeut this a8 late es § Eovesber 1963. |

£4lvia DURAY was exrested asain oo 27 Hovember end held until 29
Boveobar, Ehe told exsontially the segme stocy over azain,

Well-pleced sources within the Cuben Exbasey in Mexico City stated
that wken Eilvia IXRAR vas relessed frou police arrest the firgt time on
25 Bovember, she was quite pleased with herself., She told ker colleagues

the sane story set ot sbove, siddins enly that the Kexican police bad

s ety S

OSHALD. 7The reaction within the Coban Exbessy teo the news of President
Kemoty's death vas sombre. o éate, there is nof.credible informstion in
CIA files vhich would eppesr to link lee CSRALD with the Cuban gsovermment
o the Cuban intslligence asxvice,

The vhole gusstion of vhether lee GSKALD haé any secret connection
with the Soviets or Cubmns in Mexico camnot yet be answesed, but certain

parts af.the evidence indicate to the contrary. S8Llvig DURAR end the

690262
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wmm@amugmd&%mnm'
oo the cue bund, and ax @ men 0ed “Kaewn” 43.the Soviet Bbers ta the
secret role. His trip to Nexico was not itself & secret act; he traveled
uadsr his resl nsxe or A classe varisnt of it, lived openiy in Mexiocen
m,w.wuﬁamw&ewmﬁm
it when he got btack to the US. His trip to Kexico was epparently sade
pecessary becmuse it was the nearest Culam diplcmtic irstallstion vosre
be couid aply for a vise.
A perplexing aspect of GSAID® trefficHng vith the Caess and
Soviets in Hexico City is his essertion in his call ef 28 Septenbar that he
the Cubea Consulate becanse they ked 1t., It is hard to explain just vhat
he meant, but it shoulé be remezbered thst be was talking in Russian, @
langusse he could not oanege, sod thet when he came {0 MNexico he was in the

srocess of moving froa Few Qriesns to Texms. Be may not have nemcrized

kis pow adivess in Texas, vhatevar it was, sz oy mot kave been able to

600263
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1y hands gn it when he was in the Soviet Consulate that éday. Ferhaps

ke had earlier given the sidress to £llvia DUBAN end wantsd to leck 1t

wp ou ker card.

A particularly sintster aspect ef (GHALD's dealinzs with the Soviets

in Moxice City srizesz fron

:
1
;
4
!
1
?
;
E

" Yaleriy Visdimirevick KOSTIXDY. Is his 1 October phcus call to the

Sovist Eabassy, tbe guard OEYEIXDY suzgests that the Consul CSWALD had

talked to was KOUSTIEOV 4if be was édark. OSWALD seszs to agree with this,

but the identification is very cesual. In his 9 Novesther letter to the

SR 3 S

Soviet Consulate in Washingtan, GSWALD gives the nene of the man he dsalt
with as “KOETIN," but there is no parson of that exact neme in the Soviet
Embesgy in Mexico City. KOSTIXOV is accredited as e Consular Attacke and
does gctually do & lot of coansuler work, but be is believed te be @
Boviet KGB officer, and it i3 believed that he works for Department 13 of
the KGB, the Departwent charged witk sabotzge and assassinstions. Toe
suspicion that KOSTIKOY is e KGB officer arose from his work habits, and

hie essociation with other KGB cfficers. It wes haréened when {t vas

600264
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found that he handled a Soviet agent vhe was trmined to 4o sabotase

.mmtmuwmsmmummmma

definitely known to vork for the 13th Departaent. It is generslly trae
umm&nmmmwwwm
efficers.

Eabessy guard Ivan Ivanovich CEIEDKOY 48 kimself bealieved to be a

EKGB man frox previocus assigmeents asz a bodyzuard and suredillaat., Buat

unless some direct evidence of £oriet complicity is discovered, it is

moat likely that CSWALD'g dealing vith KUB men OBYEDXOV and IOV vas

mmﬁsmu&m,gmmmpmum
Eoviet hebit of placing intellizence men in the Exnbessies in pesitions
where they receive & large portion of the visitors and paone calls. All
of the five consular officers in the Seviet Enbasey are known or suspected
intelligence officers. Certainly if OSKALD haé been a Soviet agent in
training for an assassination aseismeent or even for sabotage wark, the

Boviets would have stopped hin from making open visits anéd phore calls to

. oo

-. .

the Goriet Exbessy in Mexice after he tried it a cople ef times, Our

G00265
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experience in Mexico, stadying the Soviet intelligence service at clese

umm,mmtwumwmumm@rm.
Some insight on the Cuban attitude toward the errest of Silvia DURAN
and the involvement of the Cuban Cousulate in the OSRALD case can be
gained from twe intercepted phene calls made between Cutun President
Osvaldo DORTICOS ané Cuban Ambsssedor to Mexico Joaguin HERMANDE? ATmas on
26 ‘Hovezber 1963, the day efter Silvia DURAN was relcased from her first

arrest, At 09:40 & that msorning, President DORTICOS phoned the Axbessedor

Ry R

frox Havana and ashed him several questioas sbout a report whick the
Acbessador had sent in on {he arrest of Silvia DURAR end the lLee OSHALD
case. The whole conversation is consistent with the theory that OSWALD
merely vanted & visa., The Ambasssdor €1€ mention the altercation vaich
mmunﬁac@sulam,@hemmtﬁenmpeuum
Silvia DURAR's msaiittle shaking her to impress ber witk the importance
of their questicns. They kef asked her if ghe had been intimate with
OSWALD and she had édenied it. Fresident DORTICOS twice acked Anbessador

600266
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Mexicans thouzht the Cubsns hzd paid OSHALD money. HERRANDRZ fncsisted

the Mexicens had not cffered Silvia DURAN manay, &nd DORTICCS gave

ccte deumerl wew o wrvd acmvnee 4o wmalwd P o £ Bonreds TARPINYS 4 nnedtensortnd
Wh Wiy WU PuUulk GdiVOD LAD FUaldve AL GO AURALY BANALLINID)  Sbilh b Vi & aFo.

HRREANDR? to keep on questioxing 8{1lvie DURBAK end to phone hin tmek.
At 7:39 P¥ ttat evening Ambassador HERRAKDRZ did call Fresident
DORTICCE back, saying he bad questioned “that person™ agein and ghe has

nothing new to add. Iresident DORTICOS returns to the issue af whether

L Pt L ]

<

“they hed threatensd her so that che would make a statement that the
Consuiate bad given money to the manii®that American.” Rit Aszbssssdor
FERANDEZ persists in misunderstanéing DORTICOS, answes in the megative,
amd says: “Abwslutely nothing was siven te ber.” DORTICUS seems to give
up, eod the conversation dies out efter s fev more gerernl resarks.
Hedenm:bwnfmraueuhnluﬁernmuhwtnmmmusgnwsﬁw'htmma-
tion about Cuben mooey pessed to OSWALD, but rusors were current in Mexico

and evenj~we understand, in the USA, that OSWALD had returned from Mexico

???:Fr
600267
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City with ebeut $5,000. Ferhaps DORTICOS was trying to learn whether

mmmwmmmmwwm Inuq

, o m,mmwmumasmmﬁmmt
mmmmamtmusnmm, but tke Mexicans

rejected the note,

“w.
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