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BEFORE THE Ill A: Yes, I have. I rcccivcd this. 

ASSASSINATION RECORDS REVtEw BOARD lm MR. GUNN: Let me identify the document 
IN RE: i PI for the record as being Exhibit No. 198, which 
ASSASSINATION OF , ~1 appears to be a letter to Mr. &stcr accompanied by 
PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY ! ISI a Subpoena Ducts Tecum and an Attachment C, that 

L 

Cdege Park, Maryland 

Tuesday. October 28,1997 

The deposition of JERROL FRANCIS CUSTEFI. 

cakd lor examination In the above-erpilted 

matter. pursuant lo notice. at the Natbnal 

Archives II. 6381 AdelphI Road, Colhqe Park, 

Maryland. cm-wet-ted at l&10 em. before Robert H. 

Haines. a notary public tn and for the State of 

Maryfand. when were present on behalt of the 

WflbW: 

APPEARANCES: 

On Behalt of the PialntW: 

page2 

T. JEREMY GUNN. ESQ. 

Geneml Counsel 

Assassinatiin Records Review Board 

600 E Street, N.W., Second Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20530 

(202) 724-0088 

(202) 724-0457 Fax 

ALSO PRESENT: 

Douglas P. Home, Senior Analyst 

Jim Gostey 

Steve T&y 

CoNrENTs 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR 

WITNESS ASSASSINATION RECORDS REVIEW BOARD 

Jerrol Francis Custer 3 

CUSt-ER DEPOSiTION E+lIBtTS MARKED 

ARRB Exhibit No. MD 201 5 

ARRB Exhibil No. MD 202 11 

ARRB Exhbil No. MD 203 15 

ARRB Exhblt No. MD 204 72 

ARRB Exhibtt No. MD 205.206,207 92 

ARRB Exhblt No. MD 208 108 

Page3 

(11 PROCEEDINGS 
l-4 Whereupon, 
p] JERROL FRANCIS CUSTRR 
PI was called for examination by counsel for the 
[51 hsassination Rcerods Review Board and, having been 
lq first duly sworn by the notary public, was examined 
m and testified as follows: 
PI EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR ARRB 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 

IlO1 Q: Could you state your full name for the 
1111 record, plcasc? 
114 A: My name is Jcrrol, J-c-r-r+ Francis, 
1131 F-r-a-nc-i-s, Custer, C-us-tc-r. 
I141 Q: Mr. Custer, WC arc here pursuant to the 
1151 authority granted by Congress to the Assassination 
[lq Records Rcvicw Board. My name is Jeremy Gunn. I’m 
117 accompanied today by Doug Home and Jim Goslcy, 
1181 both of the Review Board staff. 
[191 I’d lie to show you a document, and ask 
rzo] you whether you previously have received a copy of 
PCI this document beforeAnd take as much time as you 
PI need to look at it. 

[q requests the production of papers and records. 
m BY MR. GUNN: 

WI Q: Mr. Custer. do you understand that you arc 
PI here today pursuant to a subpoena issued by the 

101 Review Board? 
111 A: Yes, I do. 
121 Q: Do you have any hesitancy or rcluctancc to 
ial be able to tell the truth and the whole truth, as 
141 you understand it, in relationship to the autopsy 
ts~ of Rrcsidcnt Kennedy? 
lsl A: I have no hesitation whatsocvcr. 
171 Q: Mr. Custer, did you bring with you today 
Iq some documents requested by the subpoena? 
ISI A: Yes, sir, I did. 
za) C?: Could you describe for me, in general, the 
211 kinds of documents that you brought with you? 
ai A: I brought a diagram of the morgue. * 
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(11 Q: Let me show you a copy of what I 
m understand to be a diagtam of the morgue. 
A A: Yes, sir, that’s it. 
I41 MR. GUNN: What I’d like to do is to mark 
m thisasExhibitNo.201. 
PI [ARRB Exhibit No. 201 marked 
m for identification.] 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 
PI Q: And is that a copy of the document that 
lq you brought with us - with you to&y? 
111 A: Yes, sir. 
121 Q: Could you tell me where you received this 
131 diagmn? 
I41 A: Where I received it? 
151 Q: Yes. 
ISI A: From a gentleman that I had met in New 
ITI York City that was involved in the research of the 
1q Kennedy assassination. 
‘ol Q: I note down in the bottom l&hand comer 
zo] there’s the words “OConnor 1992”. Do you know what 
211 those signify? 
nl A: No, I don’t. 

Pape E 

111 Q: Does this document appear to you to 
pl accurately convey, at lea the general sense of 
m the arrangement of the autopsy room at Bethesda 
~1 Hospital? 
R A: Yes, sir, it does. 
Is] Q: And, so, that was - again, in a general 
m way, and we’re not asking for specific 
IS] mcasurcmcnts, but generally a fair characterization 
PI of how it appeared on the night of November 22nd, 
lo] 1%3? 
111 A: Yes, sir, it does. 
lz) Q: 0kay.Wc’l.l be referring to this later. 
19 A: Sure. 
141 Q: Could you describe for me other documents 
1s~ that you have brought with you? 
161 A: Well, thcrc’s a piaurc of myself in 
1‘11 front, and Mr. Recd. I was the X-ray technician on 
181 call that night, and he was my assistant - my 
tei student. 
=I This was the officer of the day.At this 
20 present time, I cannot remember the gentleman’s 
ZI -name, but I know he’s an officer, be&se WC refer 
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111 to him as “Mr. So-and-So”. If it was a chief. it 
IZI would be, “My name is Chief So-and-So.” ThcY get 
A highly upset if you call them Mistcr.Thcy’h tCh 
141 you, they’re a working man. 
ISI Q: Actually - 
R A: And these wet-c the two honor guards. 

m Q: Actually. if I could stop you for just one 
191 minute there. 
lo1 MR. GUNN: Do WC have a copy of this? 

IW MR. GOSLEY: I can go make one. 
I1 11 THE WITNESS: You can keep that, like I 
1121 told Doug - 
l-l MR. GUNN: Oh. 
1141 THE WITNESS: - and send it to me later. 
I151 MR. GUNN: Okay.What I’d like to do is 
[tq make a photocopy of it now that we’ll mark as an 
1171 exhibit.And then we’ll borrow it - 
I14 THE WITNESS: Sure. 
WI MR. GUNN: - borrow the original for a 
po] few days. 
Pfl THE WITNESS: That’s fine. I explained to 

Ill A: correct. 

PI Q: okay. I 
PI MR. GUNN: tit me state for the record 
141 that the photographs that Mr. Custer has brought 

(5: with him appear on their faCc to bc the Fox set of 

16; photographs. but - 

m I’m not asking that be authenticated, but 

~1 *at’s the opinion of myself. 

IQ1 THE WITNESS: And, Jeremy. this is - 

IO] Again, take your time. If you want to make 
III photostatic copies of them - 
121 MR. GUNN: Okay. 
‘31 THE WITNESS: - that’s finc.Whcncvcr 

141 you can get them to me, that’s fine, too. 
151 MR. GUNN: Okay, thank you. 
161 BY MR. GUNN: 
171 Q: The next document is in a loose-leaf. 
ISI Could you tell me what that is? 
191 A: All right.This is a transcript of 
ZOI inteticws berwccn Tom Wilson, who’s a computer 
20 expert, and myself from August 27th, 1995 to 
nl November 3rd -i or November 3rd. 4th. somcwherc lpi Doug, to take your time in getting my stuff back to 
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[IJ me. I understand it takes time to get things 
m together. 
PI MR. GUNN: Okay. 
I41 THE WITNESS: So, there’s no rush. 
PI MR. GUNN: Okay. 
Is] BY MR. GUNN: 
m Q: Let’s go through some of the other things 
~1 that you brought with you today.Thcrc arc two 
ISI color photographs. Could you tell me what those 

1101 are, picasc? 
I111 A: This was a get-together that we had in 
1121 Pittsburgh.The rcsea.reher’s name, I cannot quite 
[131 rcmcmbcr at this time. But I can tell you cxaetly 
~41 who was who here. 
t151 Q: What I’d like to do maybe, once again is 
t1q get a photocopy of this&id then we’ll make it in 
[in reference to the - 
WI A: sure. 
WI 0: -to that. 
ml A: In fits the gentleman is a rcseareher 
PII from Boston, if I’m not mistaken. 
w Q: I’m handing you some other - what appear 

f++g 
t11 to be photographs in plastic envelopes. Could you 
m tell me what these arc? 
A A: These arc the autopsy photographs taken 
f41 the night of the assassination in the morgue. 
151 Q: One of the documents appears to be taken 
tq from the roll of film and the others appear to be 
m blowups of those prints - 
PI A: Correct. 
PI Q: - is that right? 

PI A: Ycs,sir. 

1111 Q: Could you tell me whether the prints that 
(121 you have brought with you today arc blowups of the 
[13) small - 

v41 A: Yes, sir. 
[ISI 0: It’s a contact sheet. 
WI A: Absolutely. 
VI 0: Did you make the blowups yourself? 
IW A: No. I received all these the same time I 
[IsI received the diagram in NewYork City from a 
rm friend. 
iA Q: Okay.And, so, you got this in - you 
[pl received all these in New York Citv? 

1 

I 

I 
I - . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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[II around thcrc - 1995. 
m And this was when he &me to the Archives, 
PI and he examined the X-rays and the - the clothing 
I*] and all the particulars that happened - that is 
bq necessary in the assassination. 
16) And we sat down, and WC discussed them 
m And this was kind of a jolt to my mcmory.Thcrc’s 
PI a lot of things that came back, which was 4 
PI transcribed in this book. 
IO] Q: okay. 
111 A: It’s very interesting reading, if you get 
121 a chance to t-cad it. 
131 Q: Okay.What WC would like to do, again, 
141 according to the prior arfangcmcnt, is make a 
151 photocopy of this. 
161 A: That’s fine. 
171 Q: And then we’ll send that back to you. 
181 A: That’s fine. 

191 Q: Okay,thank you. 
=I [ARRB Exhibit No. 202 marked 
211 for identUication.] 
ZZI BYMRGUNN: 
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(11 Q: Let’s go back to the photograph that you 
m described as being taken near the morgue on the 
pi night of November 22nd. 
PI A: Yes, sir. 

Q: WC have now marked that as Exhibit No. 
E 202.And the quality of this exhibit is not high, 
m because this is a photocopy of the photograph that 
~1 you brought with you. But if WC could just talk 
w about this for a minute. 
:Yl A: sure. 
PII Q: First, does this appear to be a photocopy 
!12l of the - 
VI A: Yes, it does. 
~141 0: - of the photograph that you brought with 
[ISI you? d 
PI I’d like to go through the figures from 
IIT] the left of the photograph to the right of the 
VI photographAnd if you could identify them as best 
1191 you can. 
PI A: All right. Like I stated before, this was 
1711 the officer on call that night. 
LZI Q: And you’re uointing to the figure at the 
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IO far left? 
PI A: The left.Thc far left. 
PI Q: Okay. 
PI A: And the reason why I remember, because he 
ISI was an officer, because WC called him Mistcr.And 
[q you wouldn’t call an enlisted man Mister. If he 
m was a chief, you call him chief. 
PI The gentleman in the front of the 
(91 procession was myself. 

IlO1 Q: So, that’s in a - you’re in a white 
11 II jacket - 
I121 A: White. 
1131 Q: - facing away from the earncta? 
WI A: Right. Facing away from the cameraAnd 
pq in my arms at that time, I had X-ray cassettes. 
ttq You can’t see them, but I know I had them. 
UT) Q: Okay.The gentleman behind me is 
pl Mr. Reed, who was my student that night on eaIl 
1191 with me. He was there, basically to learn. He 
1-201 carried the aprons, 
Pll Every time that you went on a - to take 
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pq portable fihns, you always took aprons with you, 
Pag9 14 

111 and placed the aprons on yourself to protect 
pj yourself from - 
PI Q: Arc those lcad aprons? 
PI A: Yes, sir, they dc6nitcly arc. 
Is] Q: Okay. 
PI A: And these wcrc honor guards. 
m Q: And you’re pointing to the - 
PI 

LJ PI 
A: The two gentlemen to the far right. 
Q: - far right. So, there are a total - 

IlO1 A: Closest- 
1111 Q: - total of five people in the photograph; 
1121 is that right? 
u 31 A: Correct. 
1’41 Q: Whcrc did you obtain the copy of this 
11.~1 photograph? 
[161 A: From a friend, also. 
11n Q: Can you tell me who that friend is? 
I191 A: At this prcscnt time, I cannot remember. 
1191 Q: Do you know when you obtained a copy of 
po] this? 
WI A: The same time I obtained a copy of the 
1n1 postmortem film - photographs. 
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111 Q: So, this is in the 1990s in NewYork City, 
m is that right? 
PI A: Right. 
[41 Q: Do you know who the photographer was who 
[q took the piaures? 
191 A: No.This was that same gentleman that 
m tried to get -Well, there were photographers all 
PI over the placeAnd, evidently, one of them had 
IQI gotten down into the bottom floor. 

IlO1 This door was open, as we were going 
1111 through.And that’s when he took the film. I know 
11~1 it was a newspaperman, but I don’t know exactly who 
[131 it was. 
1141 

i, I:; for~i=;4=;tlNo.203 marked 

[lz] BY MR. GUNN: . 
I191 Q: Now, we’ve had a photocopy made - again, 
1191 the quality is not high - of the color photographs 
IZOI that you brought with you.And WC have marked that 
PCI as Exhibit No. 203. 
(221 Do vou see that exhibit number? 

Ill A: Ycs.sir. 

PI Q: DO= tit stem to bc a rasonably fair 
PI depiction of what you brought7 
(rl A: Yes, sir, it is. 
151 Q: Could you - It appears to me that the 
tq figures in both photographs arc the same, left to 

m right; is that true. 
[el A: Yes, sir. Correct. 
PI Q: Could you identify the people sitting 
lq around - 
Ill A: Okay.This is - 

121 Q: - the table, left to tight? 
lJ1 A: This is Floyd Riebc. 
141 Q: That’s on the far left. 
151 A: Far LcltThis is myse4 coming towards 
iq the right 
IV ThisisJimJenkins.Iean’tthinkofthe 
IQI man’s name right now. No, this isn’t Jenkins. 
191 Jenkins is over here. 
col Q: Now you’re pointing to the far right as 
rll Mr. JmGnc. 
EI A: Farright.Thisistheehief1wa.s 
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111 t.aIking to you - that I had ~cntioned his friend. 
m Oh,darnIcan’tthinkofhisname. 
PI Q: Is that Dennis David? 
tcl A: That’s him. 
m Q: Okay-And that’s the person who’s sitting 
ISI in the center of the photograph. 
m A: He’s - Right His friend was the chief 
IBI that committed suicide at Beth&a, that had the 
pj deformed right ha.nd.And they found the gun in 
lq that hand. 
111 I know these names like the top of my 
13 head,butIean’tthink- 
13 Q: Is that Paul O’Connor? 
141 A: Paul O’Cotmor. 
ISI Q: Okay. So. he’s the one fourth from the 
1q left. 
171 A: Fourth from the lcft.And this is Jim 
~q Jenkins. 
W Q: And Jim Jenkins on the 6u right. 
Eal A: Right 
EII 0: Okay-And an you teIl me again just 
za whaL very briefly, was the subject matter of the 
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111 discussion you were having? 
PI A: WeI& this was basically another 
PI rcsareher that had come in and brought us ah 
PI togcthcr, wanting to rehash what was brought up 
m about the Kennedy assassination. 
PI I think at that time, also, Cyril Week was 
m there with a friend of his, another doetor.Thc 
pi friend was a ndiologist from the South somewhere. 
PI For the life of me, I can’t rcmcmbcr. 
lol Q: Would you know the name if I said the - 
111 said it to you? 
121 A: It’s possible. 
131 Q: David Mantic? 
I41 A: Yeah - No. No, no, no, no. David 
ISI Mantic - 
19 Q: Randy Robertson? 
In A: No. 
MI Q: Okay. 
191 A: David Mantic was at the second news 
?OI conference that was held in New York City. 
?l] Q: Okay. 
21 A: In fact, I btouaht a oiccc of material 

_... _ . - - ---~ T-.. .r- T- P--- -- r-\ - -e - - 
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111 that David Mantic had made some statements in there 
m at that confercncc.You’ll see it later. 
PI Q: okay. 
I41 MR. GUNN: All right. Could we go to the 
IS] next items that he brought with hi.& 

[Discussion off the record.] 
: BY MR GUNN: 
181 0: Now, we’re not going to mark this into 
PI evidence, but maybe if we can just briefly describe 

[IOI it. I’m understanding that this is - 
(111 A: Right.Thiswasthe-thiswasa 
1121 pamphlet that was put out during the second news 
[lg confcrcnce in NcwYork City, which was - I mean, 
1141 very minimal news backing. 

I151 There were very few newspaper people 
Itq thcrc, mainly because of the author’s pcrformancc 
[ITI on the first news conference. He kind of lost his 
(181 ucdibility. 

WI 0: Now, when you say “this”, you’re pointing 
WI to a spiral-bound - 
Pfl A: Right. 
ml Q: - document that appears to bc around - 
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111 I’d estimate maybe 50 to 60 pages; is that cor~cct.? 
PI A: You do show emotion; don’t you? 
PI Q: And, then, the other documents that you 
@I brought with us - brought with you, I’m 
[SI understanding, arc communications that you’ve had 
tq with researchers - 
m A: Right. 
PI 0: - is that correct? 
PI A: Right. 

WI MR. GUNN: Okay.Wc’rc not going to ma& 
[III those into cvidcncc. 
1-I BY MR. GUNN: 
I131 Q: Is there anything else that you brought 
1141 with you today responsive to the subpoena request? 
(151 A: I brought the testimony that was given by 
Ilq Dr. Ebersole, that I went through last night and 
[tq literally chewed up. 
PaI Q: I assume you don’t mean Iitcrally that you 
IISI chewed it? 
ml A: Well, let’s put it this way. I made 
PII little anecdote notes on the side. 
w G: Okay.What -As I mentioned to you 
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[II bcforc, what WC would like to do is, towards the 
m end of the deposition - 
PI A: That’s fine. 
141 Q:-gothmughthatwithyo~andtalkto 
151 you about that. 
PI A: That’s hne. 
m Q: Were thcrc any other documents or records 
181 that you brought with you pursuant to the subpoena? 
PI A: That’s it, I think.That’s cvcrything. 

WI Q: All right.To the best of your knowledge, 
II II do you have any other rccorcls yourself that relate 
11~1 to the autopsy of President Kennedy? 
1131 A: You have everything that I have. 
I141 Q: Okay.Thank you very much for bringing 
wq those with you. 
WI A: You’re quite welcome. 
WI Q: Before WC go into the events of November 
IV 22nd and 23rd. I’d like to ask you about any 

1191 reading that you have done since the assassination 
1201 of President Kennedy that pertained to the 
1211 assassination or to the autopsy. So, let me just 
lzz~ start out with one obvious oossibilitv. 
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If1 I&WC YOU ever read the Wamn Report on 
m the assassination? d 
PI A: Never had the chance. 1 never could get a 
t41 copy of it. 
PI 0: Did you ever read the mport of the House 
161 kkCt COmIUittCe On fb~sSi~uO~? 

m A: That’s another copy I couldn’t get. 
161 Q: Okay.- there any books or articles 
PI that you now recall that you read that pertained to 
!lq the autopsy or the assassination? 
illI A: ‘Best Evidence”. 
!wl Q: That’s a book by David Lifton? 
1131 A: David Lifton. “High Treason”. 
:141 Q: And that’s by Harry Livingstone? 
1?51 A: RightAnd let’s see, what else. 
:vq THE WITNESS: The one I showed you last 
,171 night I can’t - I never brought it with me. 
!sJ Its in publication. 
‘IsI MR. HORNE: He has the manuscript of 
XII “Treachery in Dallas”.And 1 told him it’s been 
211 published. 
PI THE WITNESS: Right. I have the original 
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111 manusaipt. 

PI BY%lR. GUNN: 
PI Q: And have you read ‘Trcachcry in Dallas”? 
VI A: I read the manuxrip~ now. 
PI Q: okay,sure. 
PI A: I’m not sure about the book. 
m Q: Surei, that’s fine&c thcrc any other 
r61 books that you recall that you have read on the d 
m assassination or autopsy? 
101 A: No, that’s it. Do you want my opinion on 
111 i~uuthfully? 
121 Q: Not at this point. 
131 A: The whole - Okay. 
141 0: For the most part during the c~ursc of 
1q the deposition, what we would like to get is your 
1q rccolicctions of what you observed - 
17) A: That’s fine. 
lq Q: - and what you heard at the time of the 
$91 autopsy. 
201 A: sure. 
211 Q: So, just -We would like to get that as 
ZZI candidly and correctly as we can. 
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111 A: That’s fine. 

m Q: Was there cvcr a time at which you wcrc 
R asked or rcqucstcd not to speak about the autopsy 
t41 of President Kennedy? 
m A: Well, there was two different situations. 
PI The next day, when Dr. Ebcrsolc came back to 
m Bethesda with the bone fragments and the bullet 
PI ftagments - that time; and the time in the morgue 
PI - there’s three, actually - and in Galloway’s 
:1q office. 
:I11 0: Maybe if WC could go through those three 
:tzl events in orderThe first time that you were 
:131 asked not to discuss the autopsy was which time? 
IV1 A: In the morgue. 
ilq Q: Okay, in the morgue-And that was when in d 
rw the morgue? On the night of November 22nd or 23rd? 
1’1) A: On that night. 
WI 0: Okay.And who was it who asked you not to 
WI speak of - 
PI A: Dr. Ebersolc. He made it perfectly clear 
PI that I was not to speak about this. 
?I a: If vou could convey the sense of the words 
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111 that he gave to you as best you can, what - 
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111 the signature that - 

L ; 
A: “Keep your mouth shut.” m A: Correct. 
Q: Okay.That’s perfectly blunt. 1 P! Q: - that you ended up signing? 

141 A: Plain and simple. I4 A: Correct I would not get out of that 

‘L 

151 Q: Okay.And the second time that you were 
161 asked, or requested, or instructed not to talk 
m about the autopsy was when? 
131 A: That was the next day, after he had come 

~1 back from the White House from being debriefed. 
I101 Q: And that was, again, Dr. Ebersole who - 
[lo A: Dr. Ebersolc. 
VI 0: - who had said it to you.Then. the 
1131 third time was - 
1141 A: Let’s back up one thing. 
1151 a: sure. 
WI A: At that time, he made it quite clear, this 
[vj came from high level that I was not to say 
[rq anythingAnd he reiterated “anything”. If I did, 
[WI I would be quite sorry. 
W Q: Did he tell you whom he -You mentioned 
~11 a moment ago that he had been to the White House. 
ra A: Right. 

Q: Did he tell you whom he had spoken with at 
Page 26 

PI 
m the White House? 
A A: Yes, he did. 
141 Q: Whom did he say he spoke with? 
PI A: The head of the Sea-et Service. 
PI Q: When he said that high-level people - 
m A: Right. 
131 Q: - did not want anything to be discussed, 
191 did he tell you who those high-level people were? 

IlO1 A: No. He just said high-level people. 
I111 Q: Was Mr. Reed with you - Let me withdraw’ 
1121 that. 
I131 You’re acquainted with the name Edward 
1141 Reed? 
[151 A: Yes. 
1161 Q: He was the one who’s the student whom you 
1171 identified in the photograph. 
I131 A: Correct. 
WI 0: Was Mr. Reed with you, either during the 
1201 first time that you received the instructions from 
PII Dr. Ebcrsolc or the second time? 
IZZI A: No.Hewaswithmeonthcthirdtimc, 
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isi office unless I signed that $nature, because 
[q there were armed guards.They were right behind 
m me.And I know for a fact, if I did not sign that, 
pl I would have been gone. It was made quite clear. 
PI Q: Who else was -Who else received 
lq instructions about not speaking about the autopsy 
111 at the same time that you did? 
12) A: The only two people that were there was 
131 myself and Mr. Reed. 
141 Q: So, Dr. Ebcrsole was not there at that 
tq time? 

161 A: No, he wasn’t. 
171 Q: Did you see Mr. Reed sign a statement 
lq similar to the one I just handed you? 
191 A: Yes, I did. He’s another one that 
ZOI wouldn’t have got out of the office, unless - 
211 0: okay. 
PI A: They don’t have armed MPs standing there 
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111 for nothing. 
m Q: Is it your u.nderstan&g now that the 
PI order of scereey has been lifted? 
I41 A: Yes, it is. 
Is] Q: Do you have any hesitancy now about 
lq talking candidly about what you witnessed - 
VI A: Absolutely not. 
WI 0: I’d like to ask you for your own 
ISI individual sense and judgment of the quality of 
101 your memory of the events from November 22nd and 
III 23rd. HOW good do you think your memory is of 
12) those events? 
131 A: Unfortunately, too good. 
141 Q: What I’d like to do right now is to 
19 develop with you a short chronology of the events, 
161 so we can go through and identify the events that 
171 you participated in. 
14 A: sure. 

19) Q: Then we will go back and go through them, 
201 and talk about them in dcrxh. 
211 A: Sure. 
PI 0: So, if you could not provide too much 

[II when WC wcrc both in Dr. - well, actually,Vice 
m Admital Galloway’s office. 

Q: Okay. Could you tell me about the third 
Fi time that you received instructions not to speak 
1.51 about the - 
161 A: Well, that was the most uaumatic.After 
m I signed the gag order, I was told if anything - 
[a] no matter what - got out, it would be the sorriest 
w day of my life. I’d spend most of my time behind 

1101 prison walls. 
1111 0: And did that sound - that threat sound 
[121 credible to you? 
1131 A: Very credible. 
v41 Q: Let me show you a document that is marked 
[rq Exhibit No. 195, and ask you whether you have 
[lq previously seen that before? 
117) A: Ycp, this is it. 
Cl61 0: Now, I note that that document does not 
ISI appear to have a signature on that. Do you see any 
rz01 signature on it? 
P’l A: No, I don’t. 

111 detail at this point, but we’ll go back and - 
m A: Fine. 
PI Q: - and describe them in depth. 
141 When did you first hear that you would be 
[q having some kind of role in the autopsy? 
161 A: That would be about an hour before. 
m Q: Are you able now to identify approximate 
ISI time of day that you learned of that? 
PI A: Well, it was a Friday night, approximately 
to1 around - It had to be around dinner time, because 
111 I had just finished eating dinner in the cafeteria. 
‘VI So, it had to be around 5:30. Somewhere around 
:131 there. 

I141 0: In your previous answer, you said that it 
ltq was an hour bcforc it started. Were you referring 
1161 to the beginning Of the autopsy? 
117) A: Corrcct.Yes, sir. 
I131 0: Approximately when did you take the frost 
1191 X-rays of President Kennedy? 
[201 A: Approximately. I would say, it would have 
1211 to -The first thing I remember - It would have . - . -_ rzz! Q: Is that the document - obviouslv. without IVZI to be alter the Y mcision was made, so the autoDsv 

_ . 
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111 was already in progress. 
PI Q: Okay. L.ct me try and get a little bit of 
PI timing. 

PI A: Sure. 
1% Q: And I understand this won’t be entirely 
lq certain.Approximately how much time passed 
m between the time that you first saw Prcsidcnt 
lq Kennedy’s body and the time that you took the first 
[OI post-Y-incision X-ray photo - X-ray? 

VW A: I would safely say within an hour. Maybe 
1111 a little less. Maybe a little more, but it wasn’t 
114 any more than that. 
1131 Q: Okay. We’ll come back and go through 
1141 the - 

WI A: Sure. 
llq 0: -through these things. 
lln Did you take X-rays in diffcrcnt s&es? 
[lq And by that I mean, for example, did you take some 
llq X-rays of the head, leave and develop them, and 
nq then come back and take other X-rays? 
P11 A: Correct. 
PI Q: So, you took different X-rays, developed 
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[II them, came back - 
m A: Right. 
PI 0: - and took others. 
I4 A: Okay.And can I reiterate onthis a 
tq little bit? 
161 0: Sure. 
m A: Basically, because we didn’t have enough 
(61 fdm there at the time. So, WC had to take things 
~1 in series, run back, develop them, and then bring 

1101 them back. 
I1 11 Q: What is your best recollection of the 
rip number of series of X-rays that you took on the 
1131 night of November 22nd/23rd? 
1741 A: You mean numbers of - pertaining to the 
[tq head? 
pq 0: Just how many - 
1171 A: Pertaining to the neck? 
I131 0: How many times did you take a series of 
llq X-rays. then go and develop them, and come back? 
I=1 A: Figure -We& let’s see. One, two, 
PII three, four, five; onc.That would bc oneTook 
[pl one, two, three; two.About three or four times. 

pase= 
111 0: Okay. 
m A: Maybe five, at the most. 
PI Q: Did you, at any point during the evening, 
~1 see anyone from what I will call the prcsidcntial 
rq entourage or the presidential party? 
R A: The first round of X-rays. I was coming 
m upthcmainhall- 
PI THE WITNESS: Like I explained to you - 
m BY MR. GUNN: 

WI Q: You’re referring to the hall at 
tll] Bethesda - 
WI A: Well, the - 
(131 0: - Bethesda Hospital? 
I141 A: The picture that WC had here. Coming up 
fw the main hall towards the nxunda as they were 
ltq coming in-And this is where I was stopped by the 
IIT] Secret Service. 
WI Q: So, you’re referring - Stopped just 
1191 before you entcrcd into the rotunda? 
I=201 A: Right.They did not want them to see me, 
(211 because there was all the ~rcss here coming in. 
1221 And thev didn’t want them to know that that was 
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11 0: Did you, at that time - or were you, at 
21 that time, able to identify &e Scerctary of 
q Defense, Robert McNamara? 
41 A: No. 
51 0: If you had seen Robert MeNamara, would you 
q have known who he was? 
71 A: At that time? 
81 0: At that time, 1%3. d 
sl A: Probably not. 
01 0: Okay.What was the last series of X-rays 
11 that you took on the night of November 22nd or 
fl 23rd3 
31 A: The lower portion of the body. 
4 0: And about how long after the first X-rays 
51 that you took did you take the last series of 
q X-rays? 
71 A: Well, that’s going to be kind of 
181 difficult, because cvcty time WC brought X-rays 
IS] back - 
q THE WITNESS: Getting dry. 
!l] Every time we brought X-mys back, they 
m were placed on the viewing box.Thcrc was a 
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111 there. 

m Q: okay. So, the presidential party passed d 
PI through the rotunda in front of you. 
[al A: Correct. 
PI 0: And then what happened to the presidential 
iq party? 
m A: They got on to the elevators. and went up 

161 to the towers. 
PI 0: And after they had done that, what did you 
OJ do? 
fl A: I was allowed to pass, go to the back 
~1 hall, and go up to the X-ray department. 
31 0: Okay. How were you able to determine that 
41 there were - the people you saw were from the 
q presidential entourage? 
s) A: I saw Jacqueline Kennedy in the bloody 
n dress that she still had on. 
81 0: Did you xc anyone else you rccognizcd? 
sl A: If I’m not mistaken, I think I saw Bobby 
q there that nigh& too. It was either Bobby or 
11 Teddy. I’m not sure right off the - I saw one of 
2) the brothers. I remember seeing them. s 
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111 conversation between Ebcrsole and the two gctatlemen 
m who wcrc doing the autopsyAnd, of course, the 
p] gallery had to stick their two cents in, and - It 
141 had to bc most of the night. 

PI BY MR. GUNN: 
fw 0: What was. in a very general way, the 
m condition of the body at the last time that you saw 
PI it on the night of November 22nd/23rd? 
m A: Do you want me to be blunt? 
‘01 Q: Yes. 
10 A: A mess.Therc was body fluid everywhere. 
IZI The body was literally butchered. 
131 0: Did you see any reconstruction of the body 
141 at all by morticians? 
IsI A: I remember when I looked into the skull - d 
16) I rcmembcr seeing an apparatus in there. I wasn’t 
171 sure of what it was. I just rcmcmbcrcd this. 
181 0: When was it that you saw what you’ve 
191 identified as “an apparatus” in the skull? 
ml A: This was in the first series of fIlrns. 
211 The only reason why this clicked is, 
nl because I remember I was told bv the duty officer 
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I 111 that the corpse was taken to Walter Reed Hospital 
m first - compound -Walter Reed compound first, 
PI and then brought to Bethesda. 
I41 Q: Could you describe the apparatus that was 
[q in the skull? 
I61 A: It was non-human. It had - I’m not sure 
m if it was metallic or plastic.Thcrc was so much 
[a] going on at that time. I just happened to scc it. 
PI It rcgistcred.And that was it. 

1’01 Q: Did anyone besides the duty officer make 
[III any rcfcrcncc to Walter Reed? 
WI A: Yes, that one gentleman who was in the 
[ml picture with Reed and myself, that was at the end 
[14] there 

WI Q: On the far - the one on the far I&? 
1’61 A: Far left; right. He was the duty officer. 
1171 No, not thcrc.Thc other picture 
WI Q: Yeah. In addition to the duty officer, 
[IS] was there anyone else? 
1201 A: The chief on duty that nightThere was 
Pl] two. 
m Q: okay. 
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Ill A: There was a duty officer and a duty chief. 
n Q: OkayAnd they both said that the body 
p] had been to Walter Reed? 
I4 A: Right: Walter Reed compound.Thcy didn’t 
jq say “hospital”.Thcy said “compound”. 
161 Q: Did you hear anyone clsc make any 
m statements about Walter Reed, other than the duty 

L [e] officer and the duty chief? 
PI A: That’s the only two. 

WI Q: Did you ever have occasion to make X-tays 
[I II of any bone fragments from the head of President 
[IZI Kennedy? 
WI A:Thatwasthcncxtday,inaprivatcroom 
[141 up on the fourth floor, with a portable X-ray unit. 
~151 Andat- 
1’6) Do you want me to reiterate a little bit? 
1’71 Q: okay. 
WI A: I was told to place bone fragments on 
[lq t&se - or not bone fragments - metal Eragmcnts 
poj that were given to me on these portions of the 
p11 skull, and take different cxposurcs. 
IZZI Q: Okay. We’ll get back to that htcr. 

me= 
Ill A: okay. 

n 0: Were you prcscnt in the autopsy during the 
PI time that any photogtaphs were taken? 
I41 A: Photographs wet-c being taken all the time. 
[51 When I’d finish a set of Elms. Floyd would come in 
fsl and shoot his films. He’d run through a complete 
m roll of films, and take them out of his camera. 
PI This is a couple times -What struck me 
w funny-A couple of them were taken away from him. 

1101 Then he’d take another cameta and place it in, 
[II] like, little containersA couple of the Secret 
1121 Service come over. and took them away from him for 
1131 some reason. I - I couldn’t figure that out. 

pagea 
PI to light? 
m A: Not at that time. 
PI Q: Did you at any point during the autopsy - 
161 A: No. 
151 Q: - actually see it? 
16 A: No. I was too busy. I just rcmcmbcr 
m seeing that particular incident. 
PI Q: In addition to Floyd Ricbc’s taking 
~1 photographs, did you see anyone else take 
IO] photographs? 
“I A: There was a chief there that night that 
121 was taking movies. Remember how I had stated that 
131 he was the gentleman that had committed suicide, 
141 supposedly, and had the deformed hand - whcrc they 
fq found the gun in that deformed hand? He was thcrc 
cq that night, taking movies. 
‘71 Q: Did you actually see him taking movies? 
‘81 A: Yes, I did. 
191 Q: What kind of movie camera was he using? 
4 A: I would imagine. a simple eight 
211 millimeter. 
=I Q: Was he wearing a uniform? 
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111 A: Yes, he was. 
m Q: And what was his &? 
PI A: Chief. 
I4 Q: Did you hear any discussion during the 
IS] time of the autopsy about movies being taken? 
PI A: Well, thcrc was quite a few upset pcoplc 
m from the gallery that wet-c - didn’t like the idea. 
@I But the chief just kept right on going. He said, 
PI “I’m doing my job.” 
‘01 Q: In addition to the chief who was - Do 
111 you rcmcmbcr the chief’s name? 
‘4 A: No, I don’t. 
131 Q: Does the name Pitzcr mean anything to you? 
141 A: Yes. Now, it rings a bell, but I’m not 
lq quite sure But that name “Piacr” does ring a 
lq bell. 
‘71 Q: Arc you able to elaborate at all why 
191 you - 
191 A: Not really. I’m not SW if it was - It 
ZOI could have been brought to my recollection that 
211 night that WC had the get-together in Pittsburgh. 
pl I think it was Pittsburgh.Ycs, it was. 

I [I41 And Floyd kind of got to the point whcrc 
hs-’ [ISI he got upset about it. He said, “Hey.” 

1’6j Q: When you say “Floyd”. you’re rcfcrring to 
1171 Floyd I&be? 
WI A: Right. Correct. 
WI Q: Did you see any agent, yourself, take film 
IZOI away from him? 

pIoe@ 
111 Q: But did you know that name at all on the 
n nightofthc- 
PI A: No, I didn’t know that name at that time. 
(r] No, I didn’t. Some of this stuff is stardng to 
151 come back. 
161 Q: Did you see any other photographers during 
m the night of the autopsy? 
181 A: No.Thc only ones that I saw wet-c the 
191 news photogtaphcrs out in the rotunda and the ones 
~101 that kept trying to get in thcrc.And the - and 
1111 the guards keeping them out. 
1’21 0: Do you know the name John Stringer? 
1131 A: I’ve heard the name, but I don’t rccollcct 
1141 personally who he is. 
I’s] Q: 0kay.A few questions back, I asked you 
jlq if you had seen the body of Prcsidcnt Kennedy at 
1171 any time after thcrc had been rcconsuuction. We 
11.q then went off to the apparatus that you talked 
[lq about. Could WC go back, and let me ask you again. 
r-w Did you see the body at all after there 
1211 had-been any morticians reconstructing or sewing PO A: Yes, I did. 

p: 0: Did you see anv agent actuallv expose film I 
Im the bodv - 
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I’1 A: When I Mt. the mortician ms coming in. 
l-4 0: At the time that you left when the 
PJ mortician was coming in, is that the last time that 
141 you saw President Kennedy’s body? 
151 A: Absolutcly.That’s when I took my X-ray 
161 machine and all my ca~~cttc~ with me. 
PI Q: I’d like to now go back a little bit. 
18) We’ll start doing this chronologically. 
PI A: Sure. 

WI Q: Could you tell me how much training that 
1111 you had received in radiology prior to November 
11~1 22nd, 1963? 
1131 A: All right. I had two years of uncnsivc 
1141 schooling. Plus, I had a year that I had to sit 
1151 with a nxiiologist in a reading rOOm Plus, I had 
rlq my normal duty. 
VI Q: When did you receive your two years of 
Ilel schooling? What were the approximate dates? 
1’111 A: Dates, I’m not sure. It’s -You got mc 
p01 there. I’m not sure of the actuaI date. It was, I 
PII would have to estimate, around - 
El No. I don’t want to say, because it - it 
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[II wouid - I’m not sure it would be corrca. 
PI Q: Where did you rcccivc your formal 
p] uaining? 
141 A: Right there in Bethesda. I went to school 
(51 right there, for two years. 
161 Q: Where did you have your one year of 
m training after the formal - 
14 A: Right there at Bethesda. In fact, that’s 
PI why I stayed right there So, it had to be within 

1101 that time period. Every - everything was right 
1111 there. 
1’9 Q: Would it - If WC were to go back three 
1131 years from November ‘63, WC go back to 1960. 
1141 A: That could be a good estimation 
1’51 0: So, it would be mostly likely the 
rlq bcginningycarsof 196Os- 
1’71 A: Corrca. 
IWI 0: - that you received your training? 
WI A: Coma. 
Fro Q: And was all of that training through the 
PII Navy? 
ml A: All thmugh the Navy. 

Rgta 
Ill Q: Prior to the time of the autopsy of 
m President Kennedy, had you cvcr been prcscnt during 
pi an autopsy? 
141 A: Once or twiceAnd that was, basicaIIy, 
rq because of the tnining that I had to go through - 
[q the entry uaining, just to see what the cadavers 
m looked like. 
PI 0: Was any of the prior autopsies that you 
lq had attended a gunshot-wound autopsy? 

WI A: There was - Let me take that backWhen 
I111 I was - I was stationed at Quantico.Vii. I 
111 was the hospital corpsmen on duty that night.Thcy 
1131 had brought two Marine guards in that were playing 
1141 quick dtaw.And I had to go to the autopsy that 
1151 next morning, and testify to what I had saw.And 
rlq this was - this was a gunshot wound to the head. 
VI And I will rcitcratc and say that these 
rtq autopsies were quite efficient. thorough, and the 
1191 doctor that was doing the autopsy knew exactly what 
POI he was doing, because everything was done 
PII methodically. 
la, He would do one nortion of the autoosy; 
. _... - . _ 
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111 documcntation.Anothcr put; documentation. 
m Another part; documentation. So, cvcrything was 9”’ 
RI ddinitclv documented at that time. 
14: I could honestly say that night was a 
rs~ total disaster. 
161 Q: When you say “that night”, you’re 
m referring to November 22nd. ‘63? 
PI A: November - Right. 

Q: In what ways did the autopsy, as you 
1: observed it on November 22nd. differ from the 
111 previous gunshot autopsy that you had seen? 
-I A: They would puIl out an organ - a big 
131 organ, and be up there cutting it up like a piece 
141 of meat. 
lq 0: This is on Novcmbcr Und? 
tq A:Ri~Novcmbcr 22ndAnd then -Their 
ITI basic thing was, “We’re looking for shells, 
ISI bulicts, fmgmcms.” They wcrcn’t looking to, what 
w caused it? How was it done? What was the acing 
ZOI -whatwasthcpathofthcbuBct? 
2’1 0: HOW is it that YOU CXIX to the impression 
4 that what they wcrc doing was lookingfor buIlct 
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1’1 f=fgIxnts? 
la A: That was plain and si.&lc.Thcy come 
h right out and said, ‘You’re taking X-rays for 
PI buIIcts.” 
R Q: Doyourccallwhoitwaswhosaidthat? 
PI A: Both.Humcs said this to Ebcrsolc, and 
VI Ebcrsolcsaidthcsamcthingtomc. 
PI And then he turned to mc and says, “Take d 
PI whatcvcr films you feel ncccssary..” And he’s the 
lq radiologist He’s supposed to lcad mc, not me 
111 lcadinghim 

And I’m showing him the fIlmsAnd I’m 
:i saying, ‘WcII, hey, Dot, don’t you think this -” 
141 “Shut up. It’s none of your business.” 
151 Q: Do you know whether Dr. BbcrsoIc knew how 
1q to take x-Glys himself? 

‘71 A: Let me - let me specify something to you 
lq right now. He’s a Lieutenant - wcII, no. He’s 
tq not a Iicutcnant commander. He’s a fuIl commander 
zq in the United States Navy. 
211 If you know anything about ranking 
zq officers and Misted men, nntiag officers do not 

111 - do not - lower thcmsclvcs and do an enlisted 
m man’s job. 
PI lf they have a technician there. the 
p] technician takes the X-laysThe radiologist l-cads 
m the X-rays. Plain and simple. It’s an unwritten 
161 hw. 
m 0: That said, do you know whether Dr. 
pl Ebersolc knew how to take X-rays, if he had wanted 
pq to? And what I’m asking is not what you would 
:lol guess, but just what you know. 
‘111 A: I’m not trying to be ficctious about this, 
:M but that’s funny. Dr. Ebcrsolc had a very 
:131 high-fluting attitude about things”1 don’t want 
:‘I] to dirty my hands.” And this w;1s his opinion. 
!‘51 “I am hcrc.You arc hcrc.’ d 
WI Vrat’s fine. If you want to feel that 
:I? way, that’s fine. 1’11 do my job. Do my job to 
:tel the best of my ability. But don’t step on my toes, 
Ilo1 and say you’re doing my job.” 

And he had a bad habit of doing that. He 
z was a gentleman that liked to bask in the glory. 
PI But when the heat come down, he was the first one 
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[II that went out the door. [II Dr. Ebcrsolc told me right awaY to shut my mouth. 
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L f21 0: When you say “the heat came down”, arc you PI “Do your job.” 
PI referring to his behavior gcncnlly, or arc you PI Now, it didn’t take a person with a genius 
~1 referring to something specifically on the night of 
rq the autopsy? 
PI A: Well, he was not a Icadcr. He was a 
m person that could be led. He was told what to do, 
rq and he did it. 
PI Q: Just with respca to the autopsy and what 

IIOI you observed that night, did you see Dr. Ebcrsolc 
1111 doing something different from what you thought he 
WI should be doing during the course of the autopsy? 
1131 A: Corrca.Ycs, absolutely. He should have 
1141 been directing me, as he viewed the films. Each 
jtq set of films I brought down to him, I put on a 
11q board. 
1’71 I had a certain amount of expertise that I 
rlq felt should have been noticed I tried to bring 
rlq this up to him, and tried to suggest diffcrcnt 
pot things to himAnd he wouldn’t - wouldn’t listen. 
PII He kept listening to the gallery. 
ml He was being led. Plain and simple. It 
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111 was right thereYou couldn’t help but see it. 
m Q: When you say he was being led by the 
PI gallery, do you mean by particular people in the 
I4 @cry? 
PI A: At least two particular people. One, a 
R high-ranking military officiaI.Thcrc was a four 
m - four-star general in thcrc. 

L PI Plus, there was a civihan gentleman 
R which I took to be Kennedy’s personal physician 

rlq because of the way he talked, particularly 
[III pertaining to the myclogram dye in the back. Hc 
[IZI knew exactly what it wasAnd the only person that 
1131 would know situations like that would bc the 
1141 personal physician. 
WI 0: And were this general and the person in 
rlq civilian clothing giving dircaions to Dr. 
Il7l Ebcrsolc? 
1’81 A: Corrca.Absolutcly. 
WI 0: And what kinds of directions wcrc they 
I-MI giving to him? 
(211 A: In a sense that. ‘The Kennedy family would 
m not aIlow - like you to pursue that path any 
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III furthcr.Wc do not WaLlt you to go any more in this 
m direction.” 
PI 0: Did you perceive those SON of comments 
141 during the night of the autopsy to bc r&ted to 
rq personal health conccms and disfigurcmcnt of the 
IS) body, or did you understand them to be pertaining 
m to something else? 
Ial A: I understood them to be pertaining to 
PI something else. 

WI 0: What was it that you understood them to be 
[Ii] pertaining to? 
WI A: Let me put it this way, plain and simple. 
1131 The autopsy was something that had to bc done. It 

L 
1141 didn’t have to be done correctly. It had bc done 
riq for record purposes only. 
WI Finding out facts, forget it.This is 
[VI something that had to be done. but done in a way 
IISI that it’s not going to implicateAnd this is, 
1191 basically, the opinion I got, because I made that 
I-ZOI statement. and I was told to shut up. 
P’l Q: To whom did you make the statement? 

(41 intelligence to figure it out. It was right there. 
151 Q: Were there any other obscmtions that you 

[q had that night that led you to draw thC Conclusions 

m that you’ve been drawing? 
161 A: The film being taken from Floyd - the 
191 photographs and - or the cxposcd photographs. 
WI The comments being made. 
[III Dr. Finck coming in and pushing him, 
WI Ebcrsolc - or not Ebcrsolc - Humcs and Boswch 
1131 out of the limelight, and taking over. 
I141 Different phone calls being rcccived 
WI during the autopsy. 
WI Now, you know as well as I do.Whcn 
1171 you’re doing a forensic autopsy, you do not want to 
rtq be disnubcd.Your mind is following a train of 
‘Iel thoughtYou’rc not rccciving phone calls. 
m He rcccivcd phone calls from Dallas. I 
211 know for a ha he received phone calls from 
ZI downtown Washington. 
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Ill 0: Let me go back to DtFinck, and talk 
IZI about the phone calls. 
PI A: Sure. 
WI 0: In what way did the direction of the 
rq autopsy change after Dr. Finck arrived? 
PI A:Inthcscnscthathcwasmorc-howcan 
m put it - cohcsivc with directions from the 
PI @cry- 
PI When I lifted the body up to take films of 
lq the torso, and the lumbar spine. and the p&is, 
III this is when a king-size fragtncnt - I’d say - 
121 cstimatc around three, four sonomctcrs - fell from 
IJI the back-And this is when Dr. Finck come over 
141 with a pair of forceps, picked it up, and took - 
iq That’s the last time I cvcr saw it. 
‘61 Now, it was big enough -That’s about, 
VI I’dsay.aninchandahalf.Myfingcr-mysmall 
tq finger. Fii joints. 
‘91 0: In addition to identifying that fmgmcnt 
201 or picking up that fragmcns what else did Dr. 
211 Finck do that led you to bclicvc that he was taking 
zq - or that he was directing the autopsy? 

fioe~ 
I’1 A: Well, he would bark orders at Humcs and 
m Boswcll. 
PI 0: What kinds of orders did he give? 
I4 A: “Stop that. Don’t do that anymore” 
15) Where - ‘You take records” or ‘You take notes.” 
R “yes.” 
m 0: Was it your impression that Dr. Finck was 
181 taking instruaions from one or mot-c persons in the 
w gallery, or he was - 
:w A: Absolutely. 
:I ‘1 0: And from whom was he taking instructions? 
1’9 A: From the same two gentlemen that had kept 
1131 tolling the situation all that night. 
I141 0: You’ve previously rcfcrtcd to that person 
[ISI being a four-star generaLWhich service was that 
[lq four-star general with; do you know? 
VI A: 1’11 be honest with you. I can’t 
WI rccollcct.All I saw was the four big stars.And 
~191 that was enough. 
PI Q: But you’re calling him a general. It’s, 
PII presumably, not an admiral. I guess. that’s fair. 

PI A: Well, I made it to Dr. Ebcrsole.And 1~21 A: Yes. 
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mF~ Pa* 
III little bit. Kind of got my bearingsAnd then 111 Q: Presumably, it would bc eitherArmy Or Air 

m Force? 
PI A: Oh, it has to be one of the nvo. I know 
161 an admixal when I see onc.Absolutcly. He’s got 

m gold halfway up to his elbow. 
PI 0: After 1963, did you do any further work in 
m X-ray technology or radiology? 
PI A: Yes. I was employed -Well, when I came 
M back to Pittsburgh after I was discharged, I kind 

[IO] of bounced around a little bit. 
[I II Then I got a job in Montcfiori Hospital in 
1121 and around, I’d say, ‘84, ‘83. Something around 
pq thereAnd I stayed there for about - No, it was 
~141 a little bit earlier than that. It was in the 
1151 ‘8Os.And then I went to - I stayed there for 
Ilq about 18 years. 
WI Then I went to UPMC, and I bccamc a 
1181 mid-mana$$r. Pius, I took X-rays also. 
WI Q: When you say UPMC, that is - 
I=1 A: Univcrsiry of Pittsburgh Medical Center, 
~11 which is a big transplant ccntcr. 

m that’s when I went to work for Montcfiori. It wasd 
; p; like a vcar or two. In and around thcrc. 

PI Q: okay. We have talked about some of the 

1s: records that you saw being taken during the 
(61 autopsy, including thC X-lays, some photographs, 
m the motion picture. 
161 In addition to those that you’ve already 
a+ mentioned, is there any other documentation that 
lq you observed being made that pertained to the 
I II autopsy of President Kennedy? 
=I A: Dr. Humcs and BoswcLThcy were w-riting 
131 in their notebooks. 
141 0: Okay. Could you describe what the 
1q notebooks looked like? 
lq A: Well, typical black. little notebook. 
171 Q: In addition to Humcs and Boswcll, did you 
iq see anyone clsc taking notes? 
‘sl A: There was a few people in the galluy. 

0: Wcn there any other records that you know 
y about that rclatc to the autopsy? And by that, I 
ZZI would use, for example, log books or any other IPI Q: Would that -Would it bc fair to say, 
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111 thenfrom some point in the early 1980s through 
n the present, you have continued to work either in 
pi X-ray technology or tadiology? 
l4 A: All right. I would have to cut that off 
IS] around 1994, when the government come in and was 
lq downsizing the different hospitals. I happened to 
m be one of the first victims because of budget cuts. 
PI But prior to, I figure I had about 18 - 
(91 28 years of experience. Plus - that’s not 

Ilo] counting my service time. 
1111 Q: From what I’m understanding you, you did 
liq radiology work from approximately 1960 through 
1131 approx&atcly 1963. 
I141 A: Right. 

UsI Q: Did you do it in the service after 1963? 
WI A: Yes, I was stationed on a troop transport. 
117) But not as much. It was basically hospital corps 
llq work, but they stiIl had an X-my machine there 
11q And, of course, because they had the machine, they 
pq had to have an X-ray technician. 
I211 It was a little portable. Something that 
m you’d find in the Smithsonian at this time. 

-oe- 
Ul Q: Approximately what year did you get out of 
m the scmicc? 

A: It would have to be -Thcsc dates, 
E hmm-hmm. Let’s sec. I went in in ‘69. 
m 0: ‘59? 
Isi A: ‘59, rather. ‘59.And I served about 
m five years. So, that would have to be around - 
181 just bcfotr the Vietnam crisis. So, it would bc 
m around ‘65. ‘66. Somewhere around thcrc. 

WI Because I was discharged two minutes after 

III] midnight - Oh, no. I was discharged at midnight. 
WI And two minutes after, the extension went through. 
1131 So, they had to bring me in to Norfolk. 
1141 They had to move a troop transport from midstream 
1151 all the way back in, drop a mike boat, take me in, 
tiq drop me off, and go back out again-And I’m sure 
1171 that cost them a nice piece of change. 
WI Q: From the time that you left the service 
1191 until early 1980s did you do any work in radiology 
PI or X-ray technology? 
PII A: From the time I Left the service? Well, 
PI this is the time that I kind of bounced around a 
. r.,. - . ^ 

Page 
PI sorts of documents that you - 
n A: There was a log boot in the radiology 
A dcpartmcnt. If I’m not mistaken, I made a - I 
[a1 made an entry that I had - was dispatched to the 
ISI morgue to take films. But I wasn’t allowed to 
rq place any other idcnti6cation in there pcrtaming 
m to what I did, or who it was, or what - whatcvcr. 
PI Q: When you say a log book - d 
PI A: It was a duty log, 
101 0: Duty log. Is there any other name that 
I II that went by, other than “duty log”? 

A: There might have been -The duty officer 
:: might have made his log. And maybe the chief - 
141 his log, too. 
151 Q: Do you have any knowledge as to whether 
1q those duty logs are the kind of records that arc 
171 kept permanently by the military? 
‘SI A: I have no idea. I would, basicaIly, say 
IS] no. 
ZOI 0: Were you, at any point, asked to expunge 
2ljanycnles- 

pl AtAskcdtowhat? 
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111 Q: To dclctc any rcfctcnccs. 
m A: Yes, definitely. 
m 0: Could you dcsaibc that for mc, plcasc? 
~1 A: Well, I had made the statcmcnt on the one 
[51 duty log, in the main X-ray dcpartmcnt, that I was 
[sl going to the morgue to X-ray Prcsidcnt Kcnncdy. 
m And I was told to eradicate it. In fact, I was 
181 told to tear the whole page out. 
ts] Q: Did you tear the whole page out? 
lo] A: Yeah. I gave it to Ebcrsolc. and he 
111 destroyed it. 
‘14 Q: Did you see him destroy it? 
131 A: Yes. I saw him destroy it. 
:141 Q: Did he give you any explanation as to why 
1q he wanted it destroyed? d 
:16) A: None of my busincss.That’s exactly what 
,171 he said. 
:I81 I asked him. I said, ‘What arc you 
‘tq burning that up for? That’s official government 
ml property.” 
211 And hc says, “It’s none of your business.” 
ZI And burned it up. 
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[‘I This is why I kept saying Dr. Eberdc was 

m not a lcadcr. Dr. Ebcrsolc was a follower. He did 
PI what he was told to do. 
(*I 0: Did you see anyone else taking any notes 
151 at the autopsy? 
I9 A: The only people that I had stated to you: 
m Humcs, Boswcll, a few of the gallery pcoplc.And 
18i that’s about it, really. 
191 0: Did you see any FBI or Secret Service 

1101 agents raking notes? 
[“I A: Oh, that’s right. Sibcrt and O’NciIl. I 
[IZI could swear they were writing a book that night. 
1131 Everything that happened, writing it down. 
I”1 0: Had you known Sibcn and O’Ncill from - 
WI A: Never. 
1’61 0: - any other time? 
1’71 A: And, uu&fully, I’m not cvcn sure which 
1181 one followed me. I know it was one of the two of 
[IO) them. It was - I know I said the Sccrct Scrvicc, 
PI but I meant FBI. Let me correct that right now. 
VI It was the FBI agent that followed mc up 
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lpi to the fourth floor. In fact, he was the gentleman 

~1 that wanted to come in the dark mom with me and 
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m watch me develop the films-And I pushed him out. 
pi I said, ‘You can’t come in here.” 
I41 0: And that was cithcr Mr. Sibcrt or O’Ncill? 
(51 A: One of the two. 
PI 0: Whcnisthcfirsttimcthatyousawa 
m casket on November 22nd? 
PI A: When they brought the casket into the 
PI morgue. 

WI 0: Did you see the casket on the loading 
[III dock? 
1121 A: No. I was already in the morgue. I had 
1131 the - the portable X-ray unit in there. I had the 
1141 aprons. I had the casscttcs.And the honor guard 
pq brought the casket in. 
I’61 0: So,isthcfirsttimcthatyousawthc 
[IV casket in the hallway, or in the morgue itself? 
WI A: In the morgue itself. 
IIS] 0: Could you look at tbc diagram that’s 
po] marked 201? Again, that’s the diagram that you 
~11 brought with you today. 
la A: MnAmm. 

pagea 
III 0: The diagram puts -Again, this is what 
m is written on the diagxam It says “shipping 
PI casket from DallasrAnd that is marked with an 
WI X on the diagram. Do you see that? 
151 A: Let me make a correction now. I see it. 
161 I didn’t see it before. Let mc make a COrmXiOn 

m hcrc. 
181 This table - 
PI 0: You’re pointing to the one that’s marked 

1101 number one. 
11’1 A: Number one. 
wq - was further back here. 
1’31 0: And you’re putting it more towards - 
1141 A: whcrc the shipping casket was.Thc 
IW shipping casket was brought in to about here 
1’61 0: And what you’re doing is pointing to a 
1171 space just below the number two - 
I14 A: This is the dissecting table. 
WI 0: And you’re pointing now at number TWO when 
1-201 you say the “dissecting table”. 
Pll A: Number two.This was a rise. Dissecting 
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Ill 0: - because people won’t know what you 
m mean. 
PI A: Absolutely. 
I41 0: And tell me if I’m saying any of this 
Isl incorrectly. 
R What you arc saying, from what I 
m understand is that the able that’s marked number 
PI one was actually - at the beginning of the autopsy 
A - located between what is marked number two and 
IO] the @cry. 
1’1 A: No. 
121 0: Okay. 
131 A: You’re incorrect.This able - 
141 0: Okay. Now - 
ISI A: Number one. 
161 0: Number one. 
171 A: - was placed on this drawing, whcrc - 
lq your Exhibit 201- where the shipping casket was. 
191 0: Okay. 
201 A: AU right? Basically, because I rcmcmbcr 
ZII I couldn’t get back in here real well - 
=I 0: Back into the gallery? 
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[‘I A: Into - Bctxvccn the gallery and the 
m able, to take the one lateraLThe one lateral 
A was nipped at the occipial region because of that. 
I41 0: And you’re rcfcrring to the lateral of - 
PI A: Of the skull. 
Is] 0: - of the skull. 
m A: And I will clabotatc on that further on, 
181 afret I see the films, and tell you what I had to 
rq do and -because of the situation. 
‘01 They brought the casket in near the raised 
III able. number two, which was the dissecting able. 
121 This able was movcablc. 
‘31 0: And you’re now referring - 
I’41 A: Number one was taken over to the casket. 
:tq The body was lifted out, placed on the able. I 
:lsl helped them lift the body out and place it on the 
:171 ablc.Thcy took the casket back out of the room 
:181 through the cooling room, moved the able over 
791 closer to the gallery. 
PI And this is when I was told that I could 
:211 lcavc.Thcy’ll call me back. - ^_ -. a . rzq 9: Ukay. I’m going to hand YOU a OLUC Den, 

Ill The casket was brought in. Dropped hcrc 
PI 0: Ohy. gust so the record is clear here. 
PI In the drawing that WC have now, there is - 
(al Between the table marked number one and the 
(51 gallcry, there’s an X. 
61 What you’re saying now, in terms of where 
m you’re pointing, is that the correct location for 
PI that X should be in the same place but right - 
PI A: Right. 
10: 0: - between number two and the gallery. 
111 A: This was a movcablc table. 
121 0: And you’re now pointing to number enc. 
131 A: Number one was movcablc. So, what they 

141 did is, they brought the table over here. placed 
IS] the body on the table, brought the able back to 
161 where the shipping casket was. 
17) It didn’t dawn on me. Now it does. 
w Because this was further this way-And then you 
191 had your viewing boxes here. 
ml 0: Okay.Again. I’m going to ay and correct 
ZII this for the record - 
w A: sure. 
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pzj table. Okav? That’s number two. 
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Page67 
III and ask you if you could matk onto Exhibit No. 201. 
n Andwhydon’tyoumakcacirclcwithanXinitat 
PI the place when the casket was first placed in the 
141 autopsy room. 
I51 A: Okay. 

Page 
111 up, you could feel itThis pm Of the head would 
m come out; this part of the hc.ad would bc in.And \cJ 

i PI itwas just- 
I 14: The only thing that held it together uas 
! m the skin.And even that was loose. 

161 0: Okay.And then just put an X through the 
m middle of that. 
131 A: Mm-hmm. 

PI 0: Okay.And that’s with the blue pen. 
[IO] Now, from what I’m understanding from your 
II II testimony is that after the caskct was placed 
[la there, the able that’s marked number one was 
1131 hally moved over next to where you have drawn - 
I'41 A: Right. 

WI 0: - the blue circlc.Thc body was put on 
[lq the able and moved - 
WI A: Right.And brought back. 
I181 0: - and bmught back to whcrc there is the 
1191 - currently is written “shipping cask& - 
b-1 A: Right. 
p11 0: - “fromDallas~. 
(p) Maybe what I’ll ask you to do is to put 
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i6i 0: OkayAl right. Let’s go back to the - 
m back to your first sight of the casket. Were you 
[a] present when the casket was opened? 
PI A: Yes. 
w 0: And what was it that you first saw when 
I II the casket -Well. actually, let me go back to 
121 another question. 
131 Could you describe what the casket looked 
I41 like? 

19 A: I don’t think it was a shipping casket. I 
tq remember seeing a bronze ceremonial casket brought 
III in. I don’t know where they got the shipping 
w casket atA shipping C&CL to me. is a tin, 
19) mctal~olorcd, gtay thing.And that certainly 
a wasn’t what hc was put in. 
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?I] 0: Okay. - 

rzl MR. GUNN: Could you hold on just one 
Page 7 

III second? 
lzl THE WITNESS: Bccauscfrou’rc talking the 
A President of the United Satcs.Why would they put 
PI him in a shipping casket? They had to have some 
(51 dignity about this. 
PI MR. GUNN: If you can hold for just one 
m moment. 
pj THE WITNESS: Sure. d 
PI [Discussion off the record.] 
lq BY MR. GUNN: 
“I 0: Before WC went off the record, you were 
121 describing the casket that you saw in the morgue at 
131 Bethesda. 
141 I’d like to show you some photographs, and 
1.q ask you whether the casket that you see in the 
Iq photographs is the same one that you saw - or &he 
171 same general type, we’ll say, as the one that you 
181 saw in the morgue? 
ISI A: Ycs.This is, gcncKlIy. 
ro) 0: That’s what it looked like? 

III one cxua line through the one that you’ve drawn. 
m So, that one will have three dissecting lines; 
PI whereas, the original on the drawing that WC have 
PI just has two dissecting lines. 
PI A: All right. 
PI 0: Does that make scnsc? 

A: Tbc only reason why I didn’t catch it 
i before is, because I just scanned this real quick, 
w and I didn’t see it. It didn’t rcgistcr, “shipping 

IlO] casket”. 
IllI And I rcmcmbcr having problems getting 
[la back in here. because if you - if you’d see the 
~131 X-ray unit that I used, it was a big, cumbcrsomc 
IIJ] thing. 

Ilsl It’s not like the new ones to&y that arc 
1161 a little bit smallcr.Thcy can get into small 
pn holes there. 
I’31 And this was too close hcrc. It was close 
wl enough that I - I could just get in there. Just 
m enough to get in there, to get that Clm. 
WI 0: And what you’re saying is that the able 
w marked number one was too close to the gaIlcry for 
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111 you to get between - 
n A: Right. 
PI 0: Okay. 
141 A: It was just enough to get the tube head 
rs.1 in.That was it. But I couldn’t get the - what I 
[q wanted to get in. 
m But I would have to get more dctailcd in 
PI there later, and tell you why - due to the 
M condition of the skull and due to rhc - 

I'01 This was a typical autopsy able, which 
II II was concaved. 
1’9 0: Okay. 
(‘31 A: So, I had to build the head up. But when 
1141 I built the head up -The had was so unstable. 
[lq due to the -the ftacturcs.Thc Encturcs were 
tlq cxtrcmcly numerous. It was llkc somebody took a 
117j hard-boiled egg, and just rolled it in her hand. 
WI And that’s exactly what the had was like. 
WI 0: So, when you say that it’s like that, you 
PI mean the pieces of the shell arc analogous to the 
PII pieces of the skull; is that right? 
@ A: Right.And cvcrv time WC Dicked the head 
,r-,,,-n ^_^_ J_ P. __-_--. --- __- _ 

?l] A: Yeah. 

rzl MR. GUNN: What I’d like to do is ma& 
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(11 this as Exhibit No. 204. 
PI [ARRB Exhibit No. 204 marked 
PI for identification.] 
~1 THE WITNESS: But you got to remember 
IS] somcthing.Thcrc was mot-c than one casket that 
R fight. 
m BY MR. GUNN: 
181 0: When you say thcrc was more than one 
191 casket, what do you mean? 
101 A: There was a casket brought in the back by 
I II a black Cadillac ambulance. Plus, there was a 
12) casket that Jacqueline Kcnncdy had in her 
131 entourage, too. 
141 0: Well, let’s - Could you describe for me 
1.q all of the caskets that you saw? The first one you d 
1q have described as being a bronze casket, and 
11 looking like the photograph on Exhibit No. 204. 
131 What other caskets did you see on the 
(91 night of November 22nd/23rd? 
201 A: There was also a bronze casket that I saw 
211 that night, too. 
P 0: Where did YOU see that? 
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Ill A: That was sitting next to the one in the 

L m cooling room. 
PI Q: When did you first see that -And you’re 
141 referring to the - 
ISI A: Right. 
161 0: - the cooler room that’s just outside the 
m morgue from - 
PI A: Correct. 
PI Q: - Exhibit No. 201? 

WI A: Right. 

1111 0: When did you first see the second casket 
119 in the cooler rood 
1131 A: When I left the first time, after the 
,141 first set of films. 
WI Q: And could that casket have been the same 
fiq one that you previously saw? 
I171 A: I don’t think so.Thcrc were two of them 
,tq there. 

PI Q: Two of them there How did the appearance 
po] of the second casket differ from the one that had 
IZII been in the morgue itself? 
PI A: To the best of my recollection, they 
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,I] looked pretty close. 
m 0: Was the second casket open or closed? 
PI A: Closed. 
A Q: Did you ask anyone what the other - that 
,SI casket was? 
161 A: [Shakes head from side to side.] 
m COURT RBPORTRR:Your answer? 

L ;; 
THE WlTNESS: No. I’m sorry. 
Again, I was told - and this stuck in my 

,101 mind, “Do not ask questions. Do what you’re 
,111 supposed to do. Get it donc.And then you’re 
WI done.” 
,131 BY MR. GUNN: 
,141 Q: In addition to those two caskets, did you 
fiq see any other casket that night? 
1161 A: To the best of my recollection, no. 
VI 0: Now, you were referring some - a minute 
~31 ago to, what I had understood, a casket that came 
WI in a black ambulance; is that corrccx? 
(zol A: Yes. 
I-W 0: Whatisyourbasisformakingthat 
,zq comment? 
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Ul A: Well, I saw the ambulancc.Thcn I saw 
IZI them bring it in, out of the tuck of the ambulance. 
PI 0: &this-Isthisthethirdaskct? 

I41 A: No, no, no, no, no. 
151 Q: Oh, this - 
161 A: This is the first casket. 
l-0 0: That’s the first one, okay. 
PI A: This is the one that I saw.That they 
PI took the body out of this casket, and we put it on 

,101 the tablc.Thcn I left. 
If11 I came back later - came back later, took 
11~1 the first set of films, and came - In the process 
,131 of doing the first set of films, I went out - 
,141 No, wait. Let me back up hcrc. I’m 

ii WI confusing myself here 
WI Took the first set of films. I went out 
1171 through hcrc.Thc casket - 
I14 Q: And you’re rcfcrring to the door through 
,191 the cooler - 
PI A: Through the door. 

jll casket sitting over hcte. PIUS, there was another 
m casket sitting over here 
PI And this when I had come up to the hall, 
l4l going to the main cntrance.And once I hit the 
ts] main cnuancc, this is when I come up and I saw the 
161 entourage. 
PI At that time, if I’m not mistaken, the 

te1 casket - the casket had come around from that 
p] entourage already to the back. 
‘01 Q: Now, 1 may be mistaken, but I had thought 
I 11 that you said earlier in the deposition that the 

IZI first time that you saw a casket was in the morgue 
131 itself. 
141 A: Yes. 

ISI Q: Did you -tier you first saw a casket 
tq in the morgue itself, did you see another casket 
71 being unloaded from an ambulance - 
81 A: No, no, no, no, no. I’ll take - No. 
91 No, absolutely not. 
01 This is the only one I saw being unloaded. 
111 After - 
II Q: And now you’re referring to the one in the 
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:II morgue. 
?I A: After I took the first s:t of films, 
31 that’s when I saw the second one. 
41 Q: But you didn’t see that being unloaded 
q fmmthc- 
61 A: No. 
71 0: - from an ambulance? 
81 A: No.This - 

91 Q: Did you ever see the ambulance? 
01 A: I saw the first ambulance. 
11 Q: Where did you -When you saw the first 
ZI ambulance, where was it? 

131 A: Right here at the loading do&That’s 
141 when I come around to see what was going on. I 
ISI heard them coming. 
1q Q: Okay. 
IV A: And I came to this doorAnd I could see 
181 them unloading from the ambulance. 
ISI Q: And they were unloading at that point - 
ml A: Right. 
!l] Q: - what you understand to be the second 
tq casket? 

1’ 
I’ 
I’ 
I’ 
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Ill A: No.This was the first casket. 
PI 0: Okay. Well - 
PI A: You’re - you’re getting a little confused 
141 here. It was - 
PI 0: okay. Let - 
I61 A: The second casket wasn’t brought in - I 
m did not see the second casket until after the first 
181 set of filmsYou got to remember, there was 
PI likc- 
101 I saw the first casket. I left for at 
I II least an hour. When I come back, I come in, took 
IZI filmshftcr I took the films, I Icft againThis 
131 is when I saw the second casket. 
141 Q: And did you see the second casket being 
ISI unloaded - 
161 A: No. 
w Q: But you saw the a black ambulance out at 
181 the loading dock? 
191 A: Right. 

31 Q: And it was your assumption that the second . . . . . I,: 
(211 Q: - cooler room? 
[n! A: Through the cooler room.Thcrc ‘wds a 

~PII casket came out of the black ambulance; is that 
1f2-a correct? 
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Ill A: No. I can’t assume that, because I didn’t 111 was not there 
m see it. m Q: &id, so, at this point, you did not rake 

a: Arc you certain that the ambulance was 
LJ 

PI 
141 black, rather than gray or white? 

1 PI any X-rays yourself? 

A: I’m sum the first one was black. It had 
P! A: None. 

PI 
161 to bc.You must remember - Remember when I told 
m you, I was told the body had went to Walter Reed 

151 Q: NOW. when you left the morgue, whcrc did 
( (6; yOUgOiXthiS~int? 
1 

181 compound firsr. Now, I don’t know what ambulance 
A they put it in, but I just remember seeing a black 

1101 ambulance there. 
1111 Thcrc was a gray one. I know that for a 
WI fact, because I saw it later. I was told, too, 
1131 that there was a gray ambulance with the entourage. 
1141 But that’s it. I never saw it then at the back. 
llsl Plain and simple. 
Ilsl Q: Where did you see -Where and when did 
fl7] yousecthegtayambulancc? 

WI A: When? Iatcr on, at the end of the night, 
Iis] I saw it. 
1201 Q: And was it out near the loading dock? 
Pll A: It was parked there Not at the dock 
(nl itself. It was parked off to the side. 
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Ill Q: Did you see any helicopters at Bcthcsda 
m that night? 
PI A: I was told a helicopter had come in. 
[41 Q: Did you see one? 
PI A: No, I didn’t scc it. 
PI Q: Did you hear one? 
m A: I was just told it had come in. 
PI Q: Who told you? 
PI A: The duty officcr.And then the casket was 

1101 to be loaded on an ambula.ncc, and brought in. 
t111 Q: To bc loaded on an ambulance where? 
WI A: I don’t know. 
t131 Q: Okay. Could you dcscn’bc the appearance 
1141 of President Kennedy when the casket was first 
1151 opened in the morgue? 
WI A: What surprised me, hc had a plastic bag 
1171 around his head with sheets wrapped around it.And 
1181 you could see the blood on the sheets. But after 
[WI WC -That’s all I saw. 
120) And after WC got him on the table, I was 
p11 asked to lcavc. I didn’t see anything else. 
WI Q: When you say - 
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1’1 A: Hcwasstilldresscdlnasuit. 
m Q: He was dressed in a suit? 
PI A: That’s the way I saw it. 
PI Q: When you say a plastic bag around his 
FI head, does that mean around the head, but not any 
m other part of the body? 

A: To the best of my rccolIcction, that’s all 
i I remcmbcr. Just around his head. 
PI Q: What -Was it colored plastic, or clear 

[lo] plastic? 
illI A: I’d have to surmise. rm not sure. I 
m just remember it was a plastic covering. Well. I 
[131 guess, it had to bc clear, because I saw the 
1141 shccts.Thc sheets were bloody. 
1151 0: Okay. Just to make sum that I’m 
rlq undcrstanding.Thc body then is taken out and put 
VI on the table. 
I181 A: Right. 

(191 Q: At that point, you wcrc asked to leave. 
l-a A: Leave. 
WI Q: Okay. 
IZI A: So, from there on, whatever occurred, I 
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l-c A: Back upstairs to the X-ray department, 
pj waiting for - 
PI Q: Through the rotunda? 

PO1 A: Right. 
P11 Q: And on that trip is not the time that you 
[VI saw - 
P31 A: No. 

I141 Q: - the prcsidcntial entourage? 
PI A: No. 
WI Q: That was later; is that right? 
WI A: Later. 
WI Q: And previously you’ve said that - in this 
!191 deposition, if I understand correctly - that YOU 
m were out of the morgue for -The way that I’m 
VI understanding is, you said about an hour. Maybe 

i[ 
iI ‘I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
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PI more, maybe less. 

VI A: Right. 
m Q: But approximately ariiour. 
PI A: Right. 
I41 Q: Were you with Mr. Reed at that time during 
m that hour, or approximately au hour? 
161 A: To the best of my recollcerions, yes, I do 
m believe so. 
~31 Q: Was anyone else with you at that time? 
PI A: Thcrc was a - one of the PBI agents were 
101 with us. 
‘11 Q: But at this time, you were not developing 
121 any X-rays; is that right? 
131 A: No. 
141 Q: Did you talk at all about what you had 
iq just seen? 
161 A: No. WC were told not to. 
171 Q:Whateir cumstanccs led to your going back 
181 to the morgue? 
191 A: WC wcrc summoned. 
SOI Q: Did you get a telephone calI? 
211 A: Right. 
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a Q: Do you remember who the call was from? 
-peg 

111 A: Ebcrsolc. 
m Q: When you went back to the morgue, did you 
pj take any fihn casscttcs with you? 
[41 A: Yes, dcfinitcly. Because WC didn’t have 
[q enough with us. 
[q Q: If I can go out of order chmnologically, 
m when did you take the portable X-ray equipment to 
PI the morgue? 
PI A: Oh, this was at the beginning.This is 
lo] when WC first found out that WC wcrc going to be 
I 11 using the machine. And that was down there - 
IZI placed thcrc before anything had come through. 
131 Anything. 
141 Q: Could you dcscribc the X-ray - portable 
ISJ X-ny machine that you took to the morgue? d 
151 A: It was an old GE unit that weighed 
17) anywhcrc from 1500 to 2000 pounds. I mean, ir was 
181 a bulky, old unit. 
191 Q: About how big was it? If you can just 
XJI describe the dimensions - 
211 A: All right. I’m about fivc/clcvcn.Thc 
w main tower was urcttv close to six foot.Thc table 
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111 - the base unit was approximately three foot by 
rz~ three foot-And it was about three foot high. 
PI And it had a bunch of knobs on it. It had 
141 a door in the front, where all the easscacs would 
151 go.And the tube was able to swing 360 degrees, 
[6] and tilt 90 - or 360 either way. 
m Q: Was it on wheels? 
PI A: Yes. 
PI Q: So, you could push it down the hallway? 

WI A: Yes. With great difficulty, of course 
1111 This was an old machine that was heavy. 
I-l Q: Okay. If WC can go back now to - 
1131 A: Surc. 

1141 Q: - back to the chronology.You have now 
[tq come back into the morgue after having been 
pq summoned by Dr. Ebcrsolc. 
IW What do you observe of the body of 
1181 President Kennedy? What was the condition at that 
[19] point? 

A: All right.Thc body ~vas completely nude. 
E The Y incision had been made-And the skull 
(ni literally was a mess. 

Page 86 

PI Q: The Y incision, you say, had been made. 
m Had any of the organs been rcmovcd at that time? 
PI A: I’m not sure, mxhfuhy. I would safely 
(41 say yes, bccausc I rcmcmbcr -When I come, I 
[q remember Dr. Boswcll then, sauteing the liver 
[q and - 

Yeah, it has to be. It’d have to be. I 
L i can’t say all of them were removed. I know a good 

p] portion of them were removed. 
WI Q: What x4.5 the first series of X-rays that 
[ll] you took? 
WI A: Definitely, skulI films. 
[I31 Q: How many skuU films did you take? 
P41 A: Well, I took a modified watersAnd, 
11~1 basically, the only reason why I took a modified 
Ilq waters is, because rigor mortis had already set in. 
11~1 And the head was placed in a -The head was a 
[lq position already with a 3O-dcgrcc up tilt due to 
[ISI the rigor mortis being set in. 
ml And the head, like I had stated bcfon, 
PII was in such a unstable - unstable situation, 
[nl bccausc - due to ah the fractures. I could only 
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111 place so much steadying apparatus around it, to get 
l-21 a halfway decent film. So, what you saw was an 
pl elongation of the orbits, which showed you, right 
141 there, there was a 3Odcgrcc up tilt. 
151 Now, when the orbits arc the other 
[8] direction and become SmalIcr, you’re going - 
m tilting towards the feet. 
Iel Q: Can you explain what you mean by “orbits”? 
PI A: Orbits arc your eye sockets. whcrc your 

ltq eyes and your optic nerves fit in. 
I111 Q: And, so, when you’re rcfcrring to the 
[q degrees, it is how far the head has been either 
1131 tilted back or tilted forward - 
1141 A: That’s corrcet. 
IW Q: - in relationship to the neck? 
VI A: Correct. 
Ilzl Q: When you rcfcrrcd to a “modified waters”, 
[18] is that a particular angle? 
1191 A: A full waters is 45 dcgrccs.AIl right? 
[ml And that’s taken at a posterior/anterior. 
VI When you’re in the - the regular radiological 
~22; positioning, anterior is vour-front. Post&or is 

I ’ 

Ijl 1 
Ill 
ii1 

III your back. Okay? 
ra ~1 tic films wcrc taken in an 
pi anterior/posterior position.There’s no way in 
~41 God’s creation WC could have tu.rncd this body over 

IS! on the stomach, and done the films the way they 
[6] should have been done. So. WC had to do them to 
m the best possible way, and get the best possible 
[a] films in that predicament. 
PI Q: Let me go back to an earlier question, and 
01 ask you: How many exposures did you take of the 
11 skull? 
‘3 A: Took an antcrior/postcrior. both laterals, 
I3] and I took two oblique filmsAnd the only reason 
141 why I took the two oblique films were to show any 
151 depth in bullet fragments. 
‘9 Q: Is thcrc a particular name or particuIa.r 
171 type of oblique films that you took? 
!8] A: No. I just took them to show fragments 
:gl and to show the gaping holes. 
91 Q: No.What I’m thinking of is a term such 
!11 as ‘Town” or “tangential” for the oblique - 
=I A: Okay.Wcll, you could calI them 

p-we= 

I’ 

I! 

I’ 

I’ 

I’ 

I 

I 

I’ 

F 

F 

F - - 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

L 

111 tangential views. But you wouldn’t call them 
p] Town’s. 
PI Town’s is a complete - where you bring 
p] the chin all the way down to the chwt. and you 
[q bring it inYou’re diverging your central ray 
161 through the forehead, and it comes down through the 
m occipiral opening. It shows the foramcn magnum 
181 That’s where the spine comes through. 
PI Q: And did you take a Town’s - 
101 A: To my best rccolIcction, no.Thcrc’s no 
I 11 way to take it because of the rigor mortis. the way 
14 the head was positioncd.You couldn’t get a real 
131 good Towns. So, I totally climinatcd it bccausc 
141 of that. 
ISI Q: Was thcrc any brain inside the cranium at 
tq the time that you took the first series of X-rays? 
171 A: To the best of my rccolIcction, no. 
131 Q: Wet-c you present at any time while brain 
191 tissue was being removed? 
ml A: No, I wasn’t. 
z11 Q: Did you cvcr see a wound on the front of 
ZZI Prcsidcnt Kennedy’s throat or the anterior of the 

f-se~ 
III throat7 
l-4 A: Yes, I did. 
PI Q: Could you describe the wound that you 
~1 observed? 
151 A: A typical bullet hole. 
R Q: How large was it? 
m A: I would estimate. a little bit bigger than 
181 my little finger in dimension, across circumference 
PI - or diameter. 
101 Q: Okay. So, t&-e was not a long incision 
1 II or cut on the throat that you observed; is that 
lz] conxct? 
:131 A: Not at that time, I didn’t. 
I141 Q: And the fust time that you saw this wound 
[tq on the throat was when? At the time you wcrc 
pq taking the X-rays. or bcforc? 
VI A: This was at the time I was taking the 
[I31 x-rays. 

P91 Q: Did you ever see a wound on the back of 
i-201 President Kcnncdy? 
WI A: That’s when I picked him up, and the 
pzi bullet dropped out of thcrc.There was a small 
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111 wound. 
PI Q: Where was that wound located? 
PI A: I would have to cstimatc in mid-thoncic, 
141 somewhcrc around there - or upper thoracic. 
151 Q: And what kind of wound did that appear to 
I61 bc to you? 
l-n A: Another small bullet hole. 
PI 0: And other than the Y incision, did you 
pi observe any other wounds on President Kennedy’s 

1101 body, other than those you’ve described? 
1111 A: Let’s sec. I’m trying to think now. 
lrq Well, thcrc was a gaping hole in the right parictal 
1131 rcgion.Thc right eyeball was protruding. 
I141 And, truthfully, if you know anything 
115) about basic physics - when you have a force, you 
llq have an equal and opposite force in the other 
1171 direction. So, that kind of - 
WI At that time, it didn’t come to my 
lrq rccollcction what it was. But later on, I realized 
nq that had to be an cnuancc wound of some sort 
~11 there. Because if you i-cad in that - the 
in] transcription that I brought in, that that’s 
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111 brought out. 
PI [Discussion off the record.] 
pl [ARRE3 Exhibit Nos. 205,206, 
~1 and 207 were marked for 
rs~ idcnti!ication.] 
[q BY MR. GUNN: 
m Q: Mr. Custer. I’d like to show you three 
PI documents that we’ve marked Exhibits Nos. 205,206, 
PI and 207, that arc schematic drawings of a skull 

WI And what I’d like to do is to ask you 
1111 some questions about the wounds that you sati on the 
11~1 skulls. So, this will not be a question about the 
1131 x-lays - 

1141 A: Fine. 
VI Q: - that you took, but just the wounds that 
ilq you could obscrPe with your own cycs of the skull. 
1171 And what I’d like to ask you to do -And 
[tq you can choose any of the three diagntms that - 
11q any one or more of the three diagrams to draw whcrc 
poj you saw the injuries to - damage to the skuIl. 
WI A: Okay. Basically, the lateral skuIl, which 
lpi is marked Exhibit 206, damage was in tbc parieral 
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lil temporal region. So, that would have to involve 
m all the way down through here-And then you had a 
PI tagged piece of bone that come up Iikc thisAnd 
HI then down through here. 
PI On the one X-ray, you could actually see 
[q the cella turcica, which is called the Turk’s cell. 
m That is the keystone of the cntnial vault, which 
IS] holds the brain. And on the one lateral, this was 
m very promincnt.You can actually see this. 

1101 Hcrc, you would - Like I had stated 
II 11 before, the right cyc was out like thisThis 
[la whole portion back through hen - there was 
1131 fncturcs through up, fracmres through hcrc, 
1141 fractures through here 
WI Q: What I need to do is make sure this makes 
[tq sense on the record. Now, what you have done is 
11~1 drawn a shape that I’ll call somewhat kidney 
1181 shaped - 
I191 A: Correct. 
I-W Q: - onto the dtawing.And that - that is 
PII the part of the skuI1 that was missing. 
pj A: Right. 
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111 Q: Is that comet? 

El A: ~~mct.-rhis was 111 gaping-And, in 1 
PI fact, it may have gone a little bit further back 
141 into here. 
151 Q: Okay. Well, if you could draw, the best 
lq you can, what the - 
m A: This is the best of my recollection. It 
181 could have come back into there a little bit more. 
PI I mean, it was a king-size hole. I have 
101 cxtrcmcly large handsAnd to estimate the size of 
111 the hole, I could put my hands together and place 
121 myhandsinthcskull. 
131 Q: Now, on the drawing that you have made, 
141 and with the bones as thcy’rc identified hcrc, none 
151 of the principal part of the missing wound goes 
15) into the occipital bone; is that comet? 

A: The hole doesn’t. but this is all 
:l u.nstab1c.A lot of this bone was out It would 
WI flap out. 
W Q: And when you say “this bone”, you’re 
211 referring to the - 
PI A: The occipital region. 

paoeg 
111 Q: - the pa&al - 
m A: RightAnd part of t.h&mbdoidal, and 
PI down through the posterior of the occipital 
PI protubcrancc.This was all unstable mater%& I 
151 mean, completely. 
lq Q: Could you use the blue pen and make hash 
m marks that will cover the part - portion of the 
PI bone that was missing fmm the skulI? d 
PI A: I’m all ready. What do you mean? 
la Q: So, just make marks of that sort - 
111 A: Oh, okay. It would have to be like this. 
=I Q: Sothat-Thisissothatapcrson 
13) reading the aansuipt - 
141 A: Right. 
151 Q: - can understand what’s the portion that 
1q you’re saying is missing. 

‘n A: Sec. this portion here was I&c a 
tq irregular- 

tq Q: You’re - 

20) A: You know what it actually - Oh, go 
211 ahead. It - 
pl Q: You’re rcfcning - I’m sony.You’rc 

ppaeg 
III rcfcrring -When you say “this hue”. it’s not 
m going to bc clear on the transcript. 
PI A: The temporal bone arca. 
[4] Q: Okay.What you’re r&erring to is the 
R suture between the temporal bone and the parictal 
16) bone? 
m A: Right. 
181 Q: okay. 

PI A: This flapped out. It looked as if they 
1101 had sawed it. But this was all missiig here 
II 11 Q: And when you say “this”, you’re referring 
WI to the hash marks? 
1131 A: The hash marksAnd the par&al bone. 
~41 Q: Okay. 
PSI Q: Now, earlier - and just to make sure this d 
1181 is clear for the record - you were saying that 
11~1 thcrc wcrc - that the bone was split and 
1181 fragmcntcd.And you’re rcfcning to the part 
1191 outside of the hash marks - 
[ml A: Right. 
Pll Q: - but along the back and on the top? 
PI A: In fact. this Dart, which is between two 
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111 - I’d say superior to the Iambdoidal suture - 
m this part of the skuIl came out past the line, and 
PI came back in - ragged. 
(41 Q: And what you just did is draw a straight 
IS] line - 
61 A: Right. 
m Q: - near the top of the aanium, and then a 
PI line down that co~ccts with it. 
PI A: Which tells you again, you had to have a 

ttol king-size force coming anterior to posterior. 
1111 Everything seemed llkc it was just pushed 
1121 backwardsThis whole arca blew out. 
WI Q: And you’re rcfcrring again to the part 
1141 where you have the hash marks. 
WI A: Temporal area.Tcmporal bone - or the 
[lq parictal bone. 
PI Q: okay. 
WI A: And this flopped. 
WI Q: Okay. Now, you rcfcrrcd to portions of 
(zol the skull being missing. Can you tell me whether 
f21] scalp was missing thcrc, too? 
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m A: It was shrcddcd.Thc scalp was shredded. 
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Ill Q: Ad- 
A: And it was loosc.Whcn I - I rcmcmbcr, 

l when I first came in and saw the &cc, cvcrything 
~1 had been drooped, like somebody bad pulled the 
ISI scalp and pulled it down. I had to look twice at 
fq it. 
m Q: Now,thistimcwhcnyousccthis,thisis 
PI when you have been out of the morgue for 
PI approximately an hour. 

IlO1 A: Right. 
1111 Q: And you’ve come back. 
WI A: Right. 
v31 Q: But you see it that way. 
[I41 A: Right. 
1151 Q: Could you look at the drawing on Exhibit 
m No. 207, and draw on that exhibit whcrc the skull 
[VI was missing. 

us] A: All right. Hcrc you have that flap again. 
WI Q: And you’re rcfcrring to the top right - 

A: The supratcmpotal line. In and around 
: thatarca.Andthiswholcarca-Iman,back 
WI through hcrc - was gone. 
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111 Q: Okay-And if you could make hash marks on 
m that again. 
PI A: But, again, this was ail unstable. 
I41 Q: And you’re now referring to the occipital 
m bone. 

A: The occipital bonc.And you had 
: fmxurcs. I mean, through hcrc, through here. 
PI And near the sagittal sututc, you had that portion 
A of the bone that protruded upward. 

Ilo] a: okay. 
1111 A: Now, this is a estimation, really. 
WI Q: No, I understand. 
PI A: Okay. 
I141 Q: When you took the X-rays, did you have any 
[SI kind of markers or tags that would identify, for 
1161 example, who the subject of the X-ray was, or some 
tin unique identifier? 
114 A: Nothing that would identify the subject. 
[lsl I had my - my own little measuring device on it. 
l-m Q: What kind of measuring dcvicc was that? 
c-1 A: Well, it showed if a - the position was 
pzn! too far to the left, too far to th6 right, or the 
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TV] chin was up too high, or the chin was on - 
m They had like little holes in it, and you 
~1 could see the - It would either elongate. or 
141 you’d see a little dot. 
19 Q: Was there a name for that measuring 
[6] device? 
m A: It was my own personal device. 
181 Q: Were there any other identifiers that 
PI would appear on the lilm that would help say when 
lq the- 
111 A: Maybe. I’m not sure now. It could have 
IZI had the hospital idcnt.ification on the film. 
ISI That’s possible. I’m not sure. 
'41 Q: Is there any other way that you can think 
ISI of that - if WC wcrc to show you X-rays, that you 
161 would bc - would help you identify whether they 
IVI arc X-rays that you, yourself, took on the night of 
181 the November 22nd? 
‘91 A: We& there’s one in particular. One of 
DI the laterals - where Dr. Ebcrsolc put it too close 
!11 to the hot light, and he burned the emulsion. 
Ql Q: When did that happen? 

Pape 101 

111 A: Thatwasduring-aftertheflrstsctof 
m skull films were taken&id the AP cervical spine 
PI showed metal fragmentsAnd one of the laterals 
PI also showed a - bone ftagmcnts that had the cones 
m effect. 
PI If you’ve ever used a tigment bullet - 
m when it goes in, it fnxgmcnts.And the further it 
PI goes in, the cone becomes bigger. So, you have a 
p] small- 
01 Let me borrow your pen. I know this is 
11 hard to put it on record. 

Like your cone starts smalLAnd it 
Z goes -As you come out, it expands. Say, this 
41 being the front of the skull: the forehead, the 
.SI otbits, the nasion, which is the nose, the jaw - 
q come back, the occipital region. 
rl Now, that’s a very crude drawing but, 
q basically, you get the idea. 
91 MR. GUNN: Can we go off the record for a 
CII second? 
!l] [Discussion off the record.] 
zj BYMKGUNN: 
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PI Q: Mr. Custer, is there any other idcntifjdng 
m information that would help you be able to 
PI determine whether an X-ray that you took that night 
PI was in - Let me withdraw that. 
PI Is there any other type of identifier that 
161 you can think of that would help you determine 
m whether an X-tay is one that you took on the night 
PI of November 22nd or 23rd? 
PI A: Well, thcrc’s one that I know for a fact 
IO] of the lumbar spinal region. He had myclogtam dye 
IO in - It’s contrast media dye. 
Ql Because, you must remember, Kennedy had a 
131 back problem, which he had to come to Bethesda to 
141 get films and trcatmcnt for, anyway.And this is 
61 one time that I had met him prior. Basically, 
16) that’s it, really. 
Izl Q: Okay. Who was involved in the setting up 
181 of the X-rays on the skull, in addition to - 
(91 A: I was. 

ml Q: Anyone besides yourself? 
2’1 A: No. I was. 
m Q: You did all of the work? 



AsasimmnRccor~-~afQ 
Ass&tin‘ of President John F. Kennedy 

l)eposition of Jar01 Francis QISI 
~obcr28,19 

PI A: I did all of the work. 
PI Q: What was Mr. Reed’s role at that time? 
PI A: Just assisting me, and handing me films, 
PI and, basically, taking the cassettes out of the 
m dirty coverings. 
PI 0: Did Dr. Ebcrsole play any role in the 
m technical part of taking the X-rays? 
PI A: None whatsoever. I had total control. In 
tsl fact, like I had stated KO you bcforc, I ~vds 

1101 guiding him, instead of him guiding me. 
I1 11 Q: After you had finished taking the X-rays 
11~1 of the skull, what did you do? 
I131 A: They were taken upstairs to the 
1141 department, run through, brought back - 
VI This is the thing. Dr. Ebcrsole waited. 
pq likeamanthatuasstarviqforamcal.Assoon 
1171 as I brought them in, he grabbed them, and threw 
tlq them up tbc~~, and cxamincd them 
WI And then they went into their big 
(201 confcrcncc. Da, dada, dada, dada.And then he 
PII would say, “Okay.Takc the next set.” 
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ml Q: Approximately how much time was there 
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PI pictures of the - the shoulder arcas. the chest 
m arca - thoncic arcas, the thoracic spine. the 
PI lumbar spine, the pelvis. 

d 

141 Q: What was the - How many exposures were 
ISI in the neck series that you took? 
A A: Oh, I’d have to estnnate. 
m Q: Approximalciy. 
bl A: There - One, two. three, four, five. 
ISI Say five or six, maybe morc.Thcre was a total of 
lo] about anywhere from 14 - 14 to 20 films. 
‘11 Q: That’s total for - 
lzl A: Yeah, tom1 for the whole night. 
131 Q: Okay. But your estimate would be, on the 
141 second series, there wcrc approximately four or 
Is] live? 
Iq A: Normally. 
171 Q: Is that tight? How - 

A: He - he wanted to not go too &r. Just 
:: to shoot some films, run them up, bring them back, 
FJI examine them. Shoot some more films, run them up, 
~11 bring them back. 
rrl And you got to remember, I was limited to 
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[II between the time that you left the morgue and you 
m returned with the developed X-rays? 
PI A: Around - Now, this is an estimation. 
141 I’d have to say half an hour, at the most. Because 
(~1 I had to get on the clcvator, go up to the first 
[q floor, walk down the corridor, go down to the other 
m - past the rotunda, down to the 0th~ elevator, 
PI and go up to the fourth floor, take the films - 
PI Processing at that time was tic minutes. 

[lq Now it’s a matter of a minute and a half. But at 
WI that time, it was an old Payco unit, where it was 
(121 about six foot - or I’d say 10 foot long-And it 
1131 took a lot longer to develop. 
WI Cl: Were all of the five skull X-rays taken at 
1151 that first time, or was there - those arc actually 
[lq rwo diffcrcnt series? 
VI A: NoAll of them were taken at that time. 
WI Q: By the time that you left the morgue on 
WI the time with the X-rays in hand, had you seen any 
(20) photographers taking pictures by that time? 
~11 A: No, not rcally.You mean photographers 
w outside the morgue? 
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III Q: Totally inside the morgue. Just - 
PI A: Oh, llkc I stated bcforc, they were taking 
PI pictures all the time. 
WI Q: So, it’s - 
PI A: Even when I walked away, Floyd would come 
rq over and take films. 
m Q: Okay. 
PI A: And then come - back off; and come in, 
ISI take films: back off. It was a constant thiig. 

WI 0: Okay.Whcn you came back, were you asked 
1111 for any opinions on the results of the skull 
[12] X-lays? 

1131 A: On the contrary. I was told to keep my 
1141 mouth shut. I gave my opinions, and I was told 
1161 it’s not my job. ‘You’re here to take X-rays 
[WI only.” 
VT] Q: Do the X-rays of the skull show any 
1181 significant amount of btain tissue? 
I191 A: To the best of my recollection, I don’t 
1201 remember seeing any. 
WI Q: What were you next asked to do? 
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111 what I had. I only had a certain amount of f3ms 
n there. e 

Q: So, approximately how much time passed 
! bcrwcen the time that you returned with the first 
m series of skull X-rays and you then began taking 
PI the second series of neck and torso - 
m A: Well, long enough for them to discuss the 
[SI films that they had, which - 15.20 minutes, 
(SI half-hour. Somcwhcrc around there. d 

01 Q: And then - 
11 A: And that’s a crude estimate. 
21 Q: Sure, understood. 
31 Then approximately how long until you 
41 returned with the developed second scrics of 
lq X-lays? 
161 A: Approximately about the same time. 
;ZI Q: Okay.And then what was the next scrics 
IsI of X-rays that you took? 
ISI A: Well, like I said, I took some spine 
q films: thoracic spine, lumbar spine. And then I 
~11 ran them up, brought them back-Then I took some 
rq pictures of the pelvis and a few of the lowu 
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11) cxfrcalitics. 

PI And that’s when I stopped them I said, 
pi “It’s ridiculous to go any further. He’s not going 
141 to be shot in his leg.” And he agreed with me. 
ISI And I stood there. 
PI But you got to remcmber.At this time, 
m each one of these trips, thcrc was a lot more 
[e) conversation going on.Thcrc was a lot more 
PI intcrfcrcnce going on. So, it strctchcd out. I 
IO] was there for a good while. 
111 Q: Okay. Did you and Mr. Reed ever go 
IZI dcvclop film separately, or were you together? 
131 A: Always together. 
'41 Q: Okay. 
lsl [ARRB Exhibit No. 208 marked d 
lq for identification.] 
171 Q: Previously in the deposition, WC talked 
181 about Exhibit 202, which was a photograph that you 
191 brought with you. 
201 A: Correct. 

I’ 
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I 
F 2’1 Q: I’d like to show you another exhibit. . --- . _ ~pl A: Take victurcs of the neck, and take 1-2~1 marked 2~8, that has another phofofirallh. I’d like 
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111 you to look at the one on the right. 
i PI 
LY‘ 

A: This is the one that I forgot to bring. 
PI Q: Okay. 
I’1 A: All right.This was what I told you was 
1s~ taken through the keyhole. 
16; 0: Okay. Could - 
m A: See who’s carrying the aprons; don’t you? 
PI Q: Why don’t you tell us, for the record. 
PI A: The student. 

IlO1 Q: That’s Mr. Reed? 
1111 A: That’s Mr. Recd. 
WI Q: And- 
1131 A: He’s definitely carrying the aprons. 
~141 That’s - 
WI Q: He’s the one in the center; is that 
1161 COtTCCt? 

VI A: correct. It’s part of the military 
WJI protocol. When I was a student I did the work. 
[WI And he’s a student, he does the dirty work. 
(201 Q: Can you identify the person on the I& 
I-W A: That better be me. 
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P-a P: All rightAnd can vou - 
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Ul A: And that’s a car, right in the middle of 
m my chest. All right, this is - 
PI Q: Ofi the far rig& the person is - 
PI A: That’s a Marine guard that was thcrc at 
[SI the time. 
PI Q: Okay. 
m A: I don’t know why he took his hat off. But 
[q he was there. 
PI Q: Can you see the picture on the left? 

IlO1 A: Yes, I was just looking at that.And 
1111 that’s hard to tell what that is, or when that was 
1121 taken. I don’t remember seeing that. 
1131 MR. GUNN: Okay.Why don’t we take a 
1141 break for lunch. and then we’ll come back. 
I151 THE WlTNESS: Sounds good to me. 
pq [Lunch rcccss.J 
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Ill AFTERNOON SESSION 
Whereupon, 

: JERROL FRANCIS CUfiTER 
141 was rccallcd for examination by counscf for the 
ISI Assassination Records Review Board and, having been 
lq previously duly sworn by the notary public, was 
m examined and testified further as follows: 
WI EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR ARRB 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 

WI 0: Mr. Custer, just bcforc our break, WC were 
1111 looking at the photograph that is Ibthtbit No. 208. 
1121 I just had one follow-up question regarding you and 
[13] Mr. Recd. 
I141 Could you tell me what your tank was at 
1151 that time? 
1161 A: Ensign, E4. 
1171 Q: E4? 
U61 A: E4. 
u91 Q: And what was the tank of Mr. Reed? 
[ml A: E4,also. 
Pll Q: Okay. 
[pl MR. GUNN: Off the record. 

-. 
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111 [Discussion off the n~0rd.1 

m MR GUNN:Wc’re on the record. 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 

Q: Mr. Custer, we’re going to show you now 
z X-rav No. 1, which has been identified in the 1966 
161 inspection as the “antenor/postcrior view of the 
m skull, slightly heat damaged”. 
161 My question to you, Mr. Custer. is whether 
PI you can identify that as an autopsy X-ray that you 
lo] took - 
111 A: Yes, this is definitely an autopsy film. 
l-4 Q: If you could let me finish the question. 
131 Canyou- 
141 A: I’msorry. 

Q: Can you identify that as an autopsy X-my 
:i that you took on the night of November 22nd/23rd 
171 1%3? 
14 A: Yes, sir. Corrca. 
191 Q: HOW can you identify that as being one 
a~ that you took? 
211 A: Bullet fragment, right orbital ridge. 
ZZI Fragments throughout the temporal region. Remember 

Page 113 
III how I stated, it looked l&Somebody had sawed a 
m portion over here. 
PI 0: You’re rcfcrring to the mid - 
f41 A: Midsagitral. 
[q 0: -midline? 
PI A: Midsagitta.l plane. 
m Q: okay. 
VI A: See this? 

PI Q: Yes. Now you’re pointing to what looks 
101 likca- 
111 A: Marker. 
12) Q: - a marker. 
131 A: That’s my personal matkcr. See the 
141 opening? That shows the plane the film was taken. 
IS] It’s off to the side. 
19 C?: Now, let me just say for the marker, that 
171 that is - appears -When WC arc looking at the 
161 X-ray from the front, that that is on the bottom 
ISI right near the - what would be the left - 
q A: Bottom l&t. 
?l] Q: That’s on the bottom right in the way that 
g we am looking at it. 
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(11 A: Right. 

pj Q: It’s to the left of the victim Is that 
R corfcct? 
PI A: This is corrcct.Whcncvcr you look at a 
[sl film, it’s right to left. left to right.Ycs, 
(sl you’re correct. 
m 0: Is there anything else that you can 
[el identify with this X-ray that helps you determine 
pi that it’s an X-ray that you took on the night of 
lo] November 22nd? 
111 A: I remember this marker. 
=I Q: And when you say that marker, what arc you 
131 rcfcning to? 

141 A: It’s a label. U.S. Naval Hospital; 
ISI Bethesda, Maryland. 
161 Q: So, that’s writing that appears - again, 
171 as WC arc looking at it from the front - along the 
I61 right margin. 
w A: Ycs,sir. 
201 Q: Is that correct? 

211 A: Correct. 
ZZI 0: Earlier in vour deposition, you referred 

I^-\ - -^^ - 
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[II to some heat damage on one of the X-rays. Do you 
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IO 
PI see any heat damage on this x-ray? 

Do you know where the bullet fragment was 
m loatcd on the body? iLj 

PI A: It’s right hereYou an see it-This is i PI A: Right orbital ridge, superior. 
PI where Dr. Ebersole got it too close to the heat 14: Q: How do you know that it was in the right 
ISI lamp. I stated to him twice, “Please do not put it [q orbital ridge, rather than at the back of the 
rq too close.” 
m You an see where it started to - 
PI 0: To wrinkle? 
PI A: - curdle. literally.And here. it 

[lo] started to burnAnd isn’t it funny how whcrc it 
1111 starts to burn is the arca that I suggested was an 
11~1 entry wound. 
(131 Q: Now, arc you certain that that heat damage 
1141 took place on this X-ray on the night of November 
[tq 22nd? 
VI A: Yes, sir. I was there, and I saw him do 
[i7j it. 
VI Q: Can you identify in the X-ray any brain 
~191 shadow? 
I=1 A: No.Therc’s no brain shadow that I can 
~11 see. Maybe portions - very small. But this is 
p21 all emptyAnything - 
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111 Q: Wait, let me just - If I an get this 
m for the record. 
PI A: Fine. 
trl 0: When you say this is empty, you’re 
[q pointing to the left side as we arc looking at it, 
lq which is the right hcmisphcrc - 
m A:cQrrcct. 
PI a: - anatomieaIly. 
ISI A: This -That doesn’t set right with me. 

1101 And if you’re going to put it in the record like 
1111 that, it’s base - the damage - It should be, the 
[la damage is on the right side. 
1131 Q: The anatomical right. 
I141 A: Anatomical right. 
I151 Q: That’s tic. Let’s just continue to r&r 
rtq to it anatomically. 
117 A: okay. 
[IS] a: so - 

[cq A: Her-c’s another thing, too, that shows 
12oj basically this is, mom than likely - I’d say 80 
~11 to 90 percent - entry wound. 
WI See this air down through the sinus ara, 
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[I] mzulary sinuses? The only way you get air 

121 through the maxibry sinuses is when you have 

R damage to the orbital ridge and the otbital base. 
141 Air gets down into the sinuses. 
PI The sinuses arc right hcrc on the front of 
[q the face, on both chcckboncs.Your cyc orbit sits 
m back in. If you ever have any damage -You get 
[a] punched in the cyc.A lot of times, if this 
PI fractures - the orbital ridge, you get an opening 

1101 that communiatcs between the sinus and the eye. 
IllI And this is why a lot of times they’ll 
11~1 take sinus films on a damaged frontal arca.And if 
r131 you see blood or fluid in there. this is when 
1141 they’ll say, Well, you have an orbital ftacturc.” 
WI 0: Earlier you pointed to what I’m going to 
114 all the half-circle that appears to be at the 
11n lightest part of the film, and you rcfcmd to that 
WI as a bullet fragment; is that right? 
I191 A: Yes, sir. 

F-1 Q: Where was that bullet ftagmcnt located? 
1211 Let me withdraw that question, and ask another 
[221 oucstion. 

.-- 

(61 Skid? - 

l-0 A: Because of the protruding eyeball. 
WI Q: Did you see the fragment removed? 
PI A: No, I did not. 
lq Can I inject something here? 
111 Q: sure. 
lzl A: This area. I pointed out to Dr. Ebersole 
II as a fragmentAnd he called it an artifaa. 
I41 I said, “How about these ftagmcnts up 
151 hctc!“This is when he told mc to mind my own 
Iq business. 
171 You can see wixrc the skull has been 
la] &mured.And this is all car through here. 
w What I was going to say bcforc - 
no Q: Wait. I just -When you say “through 
211 hcrc” - 
rz]. A: Okay. 
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PI Q: Again that won’t be $ar on the record. 
fil You’re rcfcrring - 
PI A: Through the - 

[41 0: Through the anatomical - 
m A: - anatomical position of the right side, 
lq whet-c bone has separated complctcly.And this all 
m f?lls up through hcrc on the right anatomical - or 
pi aspect of the skull. 

Another mason where you have blackness in 
d 

PI 
IOI the right defect above the right orbit is when all 
I 11 the tissue is gone, and there’s nothing to stop the 
121 penetrating rays. So, of course. everything gets 
I31 through. 

I41 See the difference here? You have bone. 
ISI Q: Now you’re referring to the anatomical 
161 left! 
171 A: Anatomical Icft side No bone hcrc.You 
161 can see a decent density hctc. 
18 Q: Onthc- 
ml A: On the left sidc.A.natomial left side. 
HI The anatomial right side, this is all 
tq blackened in - which shows thcrc is no tissue, no 
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pi bone, no nothing. 
l-4 But this is important, right here 
PI 0: Now you’re - 

I41 A: There’s air in the m sinuses. 
Is] Q: And you’re - 
I61 A: Extrcmcly important. On the right 
m anatomical side. Extremely important.This is why 
181 I don’t understand people didn’t see this. 

And look here Here’s another thing. Let 
1:; me bring this up. Let me - Look at all the 
111 fxacturcs over here. 
l-4 a: You’re - 
131 A: Look at all this. 
141 Q: On the right side? 
13 A: On the tight side. Right anatomical *sJ 
161 positionAll the fmaurcs are hcre.And then it 
17 gradually snakes out to the lowest anatomical side. 
t81 This is where all the trauma was, right here. 
191 0: And you’re referring again to the right 
~01 side? 
211 A: Right anatomical side again. 
=I If there was trauma over on the left 
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111 anatomical side, this would all be goneAnd then 
m you’d have fractures sneaking out - snaking out 

[I] question? 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 

PI into the right anatomical side. PI Q: The question is: Mr. Custer, can you 
141 Now, these guys are experts. But I have I (a] identify the film that is in front of you now as 
ISI 28 years of experience as an X-ray technicianAnd 
ISI common sense. 
m Q: Previously in the deposition, you said 
PI that there was - there were metal fragments in the 
tel cervical spine.Arc you able to identify any 

1101 cervical spine fragments, or is the picture too 
[III high? 
I’21 A: Not in this projection. 
I131 Q: Okay. 
[I41 A: The only part of the cervical spine I can 
[IS) identify is CZ.That is the part the skull rotates 
pq onYou want to get further down. 
IV Q: No, I understand. 
WI MR. GUNN: Okay. Could we now look at 
[lq the - Oh, if I could ask one - another couple of 
[20] quc!xions. Sorry. 
P’l BY MR. GUNN: 
ml Q: Arc you able to identify what kind of 
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[II X-ray Clm that is? 
m A: We& it’s a 10 by 12 cassette - 
PI radiographic cassette and f&n. I would say, it 
[a] would be a medium par speed. 
[51 Q: Can you identify any edge rmrkings? 
PI A: No, that’s just iIIurninized.That’s the 
m screens. 
VI Q: Sothat- 
PI A: Then it has a serial number in there. 

[IO] That doesn’t telI what type of 8lm it is. 
1111 Q: That tells what kind of cassette - 
I’9 A: Right. 
Ill Q: - the film was in; is that correct? 
II41 A: That’s all. 
I’51 Q: Do you know what kind of fihn was used in 
[Iq the Bethesda radiology lab at that time? 
VI A: At that time, at that year, it has to be a 
WI par speed screen, because the technological 
1191 advancements weren’t for the faster speeds at that 
pal time. 
PI1 Q: Is there any question in your mind whether 
w the X-ray that’s in front of you now is the 
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111 original X-ray taken at the autopsy? 
l-4 A: No question. 
PI Q: Andthcanswcris- 
I41 A: It is the original film 
PI Q: Is “par speed” the speed of fIhn, or a 
tq brand name? 
m A: The speed of film 
PI Q: And do you know a brand name for the - 
PI A: Kodak, probably. More than likely, it was 

1101 Kodak. 
I’ ‘I Q: Do you know whether Kodak marked its X-ray 
11q film with a brand name on the edges of the film? 
1131 A: During that early part of the year, no, 
[iri they didn’t. It’s, basicaIIy, on the boxes that 
1151 ship them to you. Now they do. 
WI Q: Okay. 

1’71 MR. GUNN: Can look at No. 2 now, please. 
1181 which is identified in the 1966 Inventory as a 
uq right lateral view of the skull with two angle 
PI lines overdrawn on the tiIm? 
l-211 [Interruption to the proceedings.] 
122; THE WITNESS: Do vou want to repeat the 

IS] having been taken by you on the night of the 
tq autopsy of President Kennedy? 
m A: Corrcct.Ycs, sir, I do. 
PI Q: And how are you able to identify that as 
ISI being- 
w A: My marker in the lower mandibular joint. 
111 Q: And that - Could you describe the rmukcr 
121 to me, please? 
131 A: Actually, all it is, is a metal - piece 
141 of metal, about half a sonometcr thickness. Less 
IS] than thatAnd about two inches long with numerous 
tq dots going from left to right 
In 0: Is that a standard device for 
14 radiologists, or was that your own device? 
191 A: That was my device. 
q Q: So, it was unique, as far as you know? 
!l] A: CorrectAnd this, again - the only 
rz reason why I put that on there is for my own basic 
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III idcntit%xion, plus to shosythe rotation. 
m Q: Arc you able to identify. by looking at 
PI this, whether WC arc looking at the anatomical 
PI right side of the body - or that the right side of 
(51 the body is closer to the X-ray equipmcnL or 
m whether the left side of the body is? 
m A: I can identify it as being the right 
[q anatomical body because of the enormous defect. 
PI When you have the defect closer to the fIIm. it’s 
IO] more detaiIed.You can see the lines, as you go 
II around, a lot better. See how clear it is here? 
12) And let me inject something else. 
131 Dr. Ebcrsole kept going back to the quality of the 
141 flhn.Thc quality of the fihn did not depend upon 
IS] the portable film - the portable X-rays being 
w exposed at that time. 
171 The quality of the film depended upon the 
lq type of tilrn speed you used-And at that time, in 
~q that year, this was the fib speed that was used. 
q And this was recognized, and people accepted it as 
?l] such. 
m Q: When you say Dr. - when you’re referring 
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111 to something that Dr. Ebcrsole said, arc you 
m referring to his testimony before the House Select 
PI Committee on Assassinations? 
R A: Yes. sir, I am. 
PI Q: Okay. 
PI A: Remember, also, I had stated how a potion 
m of the skull had lifted up and pushed baclnvards? 
PI Q: Yes. 
PI A: Showing that there had to be a force 
IO] impact this way, in that -Well, look. Let me 
III inject something else. 
‘4 From the right side, you notice - you see 
131 the fragmentation, how it starts to get larger and 
141 larger and larger.You have equal and opposite 
151 force. Everything being pushed fonvard.Thc brain 
161 has been pushed back, and it pops the skull out. 
lri Q: So, it’s your opinion that the trauma to 
181 the head began at the front and moved towards the 
191 back of the head? 
20) A: Yes, sir.Absolutely. 
211 Q: Okay. Is thcrc anything else on this 
221 X-tav film that allows YOU to be certain that this 
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111 was taken by you on the night of the autopsy? 
PI A: Yes. sir. Not only the marker here, U. - 
PI United - U.S. Naval Hospital, Bethesda, Maryland, 
PI on the right side of the film, but also - 
PI Remember how I had stated to you about the 
tq cclla turcica, the keystone of the sphcnoid bone - 
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Ill Q: okay. So. now the perpendicular lines arc 
m the ones that you would add after examining the \J 

I p] originalx-rays? 
14: A: Correct. 

; PI Q: Okay. 
! 

m it holds the cranial MuIt? Well, look how 
tq prominent it is. 
PI And the only possible way you can see that 

pq - this is all gonc.This is aII defective in here 
II II on the right sidc.That makes that much more 
IIZI visible. 
I131 Q: Arc you able to identify any brain shadow 
1141 in this lateral X-lay? 

WI A: There is no brain shadow in this lateral 
[lq X-ray at aII. Look at the dark portion here. Dark 
pq thmugh here. Now, there may be a minute amount, 
Itq but not enough to make any gross difference. 
WI You don’t see any matkings here, vascular 
poj markings. Where’s your vascular markings? There 
PII is nonc.A normal brain has vascular markings that 
pj will show. 
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[II Q: I’d like to show you now Exhibit No. 206 
m that WC identified earlier in this deposition. Can 
PI you now, by looking at the original X-ray, compare 
141 that with the drawing that you made at 206? 
PI And let me know whether you would now 
pq amend the Exhibit 206. or does that roughly 
m correspond with the X-ray? 
PI A: Okay. I would amend this somewhat. 
PI Q: How would you amend - 

II01 A: I would bring this down in - more into 
III] the temporal bone area. Come down through -. 
WI Q: You would add hash marks to the 
[ia] temporal - 
I141 A: Right. 

1151 Q: -bone area? 
WI A: Right. 
[ITI Q: Okay. 
WI A: Your pen - 
[la] But. here - you got to remember, too - 
pal this is only minute tigments of tissue maybe that 
~11 arc in there. But that, more than likely, could be 
rz4 on the posterior portion of the sku& on the left 
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pj [Discussion off the record.] 

m MR GUNN: Okay. If WC could look at 
la] No. - Oh, if WC could have that back. I’m sorry. 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 
101 Q: Mr. Custer, I’d like to draw your 
III attention fo what appear to be suaight - very 
121 thin, tight lines that come at an angle on the 
131 X-ray, and ask you if you = identify what those 
141 arc? This is, again, on X-ray No. 2. 
lsl A: okay. I know exactly what they artThis 
1q is Ebcrsolc’s little scratches. 
17~ Q: Did - 
‘81 A:Thisiswhathewasuyingtosaywas 
WI entry wound, here. I remember that now.This is 
201 where he drew, in here. 
211 Q: Did you see Mr. Ebersole draw those lines 
2zl yourserf? 
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III A: On the first set of fihns I brought back, 
m he put them up, and he haa a ruler there, and he 
PI was penciling it in.And this is when he got a 
VI comment, “Don’t do that.” And this came from the 
Fl gallery. 
PI Q: So, did you hear Mr. Ebcrsolc identify the 
m fulautn of those lines as being the entrance wounF 
PI A: Yes. d 
PI 0: Did any other doctor there make any 
IO] comment on what Mr. Ebcrsole had said or done? 
‘11 A: I can’t remember. basically. I just 
121 remember that the comment was made from the 
131 gallery, and it shut everything down. 
141 Q: So. as far as you are aware. those lines 
lq are made with a pencil’ 
w A: AstiasI’maware. 
‘l MR. GUNN: Could WC now examine No. 3. 
tq which is identified as the latexal view of the 
191 skuII? 
zo] THE WITNESS: Okay.This is the skull 
~$1 that I took - that I had taken. Same marker on 
m the left side. 
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I’1 BY MR. GUNN: 
m Q: And you’re referring to tbc - 
PI A: Yeah, the U.S. Naval Hospiral. 
ccl Q:-thcdateandthc- 
m A: The date. Remember I had stated to you, 
(~1 this is the way the table was against the gaIlcry. 
m I could only get so closc.Therc’s my marker 
r4 again. 
PI Q: And you’re referring to the metal marker 

:1q that’s - 
;ltl A: Metal apparatus, mandibular region. 
IIZI Q: - by the jaw. 
:131 A: And I cut the bottom portion of the skull 
1141 off, because I couldn’t get Iow enough. Every time 
PSI I put blankets underneath the head, the head wou& 
llq actually get smaller. 
1171 Q: Because it would be crushed? 
[I4 A: Crushed. 
I’s] Q: By the weight? 
WI A: Right. Due to the insvibility of the 
PII bones. 

111 side of the skulI. Brain tissue. But you still 
m see the defect here. 
PI And here’s the -the protruding portion 
PI of the skuII.And then you have an opening here, 
[51 also. So, it’s basicalIy pretty close. 
I61 Q: That is, the X-ray to your drawing? 
VI A: Right. It’s basically pretty close, 
ISI except I would bring the tcmpotal down a little bit 
PI more. 

WI Q: Okay.What I’m going to -When we take 
1111 that X-ray off, I’m going to ask you to draw onto 
1121 206 where you would think that it would be. 
F31 MR. GUNN: Steve, do you warn to take that 
1141 away? 
WI THE WITNESS: Yeah, this would come down. 
WI BY MR. GUNN: 
VI Q: If you can draw the lines at perpendicular 
WI angles to the other, so it will be clear to the 
[lq reader which lines - 
Ito1 A: Oh, like this? 
P’l Q: Yes. 
PI A: That would come down through here. 

-_ _ 
[4 Q: The fractures in the head? 
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111 A: The liacturcs in the head. But, again, 
m you see the big defects. But you don’t see the 
PI cella turcica. Not as good.You see the 
p] flacturcs. 
PI Q: Are you able to identify any metal 
161 fragments in the head? 
m A: Sure. 
WI Q: And you’re pointing towards the flecks? 
PI A: Towards the black areaTowards the top 

1101 of the skull. Here. HexThat had -That’s 
VII the only way that can be, this fmgment.Therc’s 
WI no way an artifact will show up like that. 
I131 0: Now, what is supporting those arti - 
p41 supporting those metal fragments, if there is no 
1151 brain in the aanitun? Where arc they resting 
1’61 A: They have to be resting on the bone itself 
1171 somewhereThat’s the only thing I can possibly 
1t61 think of, unless there’s enough tissue there in 
1191 that region to hold them. 
I=1 That’s the only possible thing that I can 
PII think of. Because here you go againThen no 
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pzj brain here. It wouldn’t be that dark. 
Page 134 

III Q: Y&k referring to the dark patch? 
PI A: The dark area. 
PI Q: On the first X-ray that WC looked at, you 
~1 identified a large metal fragment. Do you remember 
[5] that, semi-circular? 
PI A: Correct. 

Q: Can you identify the location of that 
L i fymen-$film 

I’01 Q: What does that signify to you, if 
1111 anything: the inability to identify the location of 
1121 that metal fragment? 
I'31 A: Could be too da&This area is just too 
1141 dark to identify it. 
I151 Q: Wouldn’t the metal fragment still appear 
1161 and even be - have greater cormast? 
WI A: No. 
WI Q: Whyisthat? 
I’91 A: Because -You got to remember, the 
1201 ccnuai ray going through that body. It’s hitting 
pti the film a lot fhster. It’s exposing it more. 
ml There were bone tissue on the AP 
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III projection, which sort of backed off on the 
m penctration.You had more penetration here. 
PI If you were to take a photo density of 
141 this picture and a photo density of that picture, 
ISI this photo density would be much greater. 
PI Q: But wouldn’t a metal fragment still appear 
m white on this? 
PI A: If it is dark enough to burn it out, it’ll 
PI burn it out.That’s why, when you taken an abdomen 

[IO] film and you’re looking for stones, stones will be 
[I II burned out.And that’s bone. 
1-l Q: Let me draw your attention to what appear 
~131 to be some flecks in what I would say is above the 
1141 right eye socket - 

L WI A: Mmhmm. 
ml Q: - and going towards the backAre you 
[VI able to identify whether those flecks arc artifacts 
IISI or metal fragments? 
1191 A: They are metal fragments.Artifacts do 
WI not come in a irregular form like this. Not in 
PCI that - in that tmveling projection like that. It 
[tz: iust doesn’t - Not that manv in that one area. 

I’1 You’re going to have somebody just go in 
m there in that one area, and put artifacts all the 
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PI way up and down this? It just doesn’t happen.You 
~1 get random artifacts. May have an artifact here, 
ISI artifact hcrc, artifact here. artifact here. 
A And here’s one thing. too. lf you look 
m close, there is a faint image.That’s - could 
lq possibly bc that ftagmcnt. but I can’t attest KO 
101 that. 
101 Q: Okay.Whcn you say “that fragment”, 
111 you’re referring to the one that WC noticed with 
lz] clarityinthcfim- 

131 A: CotrcctAbsolutcly. 
'41 Q: - X-ray. Do you have an opinion as to 
IsI whether that is a right or left lateral? 
IsI A: That’s a left latexal. 
ITI Q: And what’s the basis of that opiniot6 
1.q A: What is rhc basis of that opinion? 
IS] Because I couldn’t get close enough - 
q Q: No. 
!I] Q: - to take a halfway decent fxlm. And I 
ZI knew that was the bad film -was the left lattral, 
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III due to my recollection. - 
m Q: So, it’s based upon recollection - 
PI A: correct. 
PI Q: - rather than observation of the X-my? 
w Which is fine. Just - 
m A:Sure. 
m Q: Just on the basis of what you’re saying 
PI A: Right. 
pi Q: And, so, it is from recollection? 
oi A: Absolutely. 
II Q: Okay. 
4 A: Oh, let me add one thing, too. I just 
q noticed it.Thc difference in the size of the 
41 defect. 
51 With the defect on the Elm side, it 
q becomes a little bit largerThis is a little bit 
171 smaIlcr.That makes a diffcrcnce. 
tq THE WITNESS: Is it hot in here? 
‘9l BY MR. GUNN: 
zq Q: Now, one thing I’d like to ask, just to 
ZII make sure we’re ckar hur. is that - is where -you 
ZZI arc locating the largest part of the wound. 
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IV And, now, if one were to think that either 
m the occipiral region towards the back or the 
p1 parictal region more towards the front - as 
~1 between those two, where arc you identifying the 
pi larger wound? 
PI A: The larger wound would have to be further 
m backThis one isn’t as bad, towards the temporal 
ql region. It was open. But the more you went 
ISI further back, the more destruction you had. 
‘01 Q: When you say ‘*the more destruction”, is 
III that consistent with what you WCLT seeing with the 
tq X-my films, where - by what I have been 
131 understanding you to say - most of the destruction 
141 is towards the front, where it’s darker and where 
151 there’s an absence - apparent absence of bone? 
‘61 A: No. Let me reiterate again. Most of the 
VI destruction was towards the occipital area.This 
WI area wasn’t as bad.You still had the orbital 
iq ridge.Thc frontal forehead was still here. 
w But the further back you got, the worse 
211 the destruction became.And the more gaping the 
m hole became. 
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Ill Q: And, so, why is it that on the X-rays - 
n and I’m saying this from my perspective as a layman 
PI - the film appears to be darker more towards the 
141 front and lighter towards the back? 
PI A: In other words, you’re asking mc:Why is 
161 this lighter here? 
m Q: Why is it lighter with the more apparent 
PI bone in the occipital region, and why is there 
ts~ apparently less bone in the frontal and parictal 

1101 region? 
1111 A: If you look at your diagram that you have 
114 of the occipital area - 
I131 Q: Let me get - let me get that out.You’rc 
1141 referring to Exhibit No. 207? 
WI A: All right. Look how t5r the occipital 
[lq region comes out. Okay.This whole area, right 
WI back through here - this was all gone. 
WI a: okay. 
WI A: This is all gone here, from - 
WI Q: Okay. Now you’re pointing to the X-ray - 
rw A: I see what - I see what we’re - I’m 
ml getting confused here myself now. 
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Ill The occipital region is all down here. 
m where my hands arc - the portion that’s cut off. 
p] Straight through here. Here - 
PI Let me see that other one. 
151 Q: You’re now looking at Exhibit No. 206. 
16) A: No. 206. From the temporal region just 
m behind the right orbit, you can see this defect. 
[S] All right? 
A Q: And that is in temporal bone; is that 

IlO] correct? 
1111 A: Temporal bone. But it also comes out of 
1121 the temporal bone, and comes into the parictal. 
1131 And you start to infringe just a little bitThe 
1141 occipital region is right through here&id you 
IIS] start to infringe on it, right here. So, this is 
[1q all gone. 
I171 Q: But you’re still pointing to the par&al 
[WI region - parictal and temporal region? 
WI A: See where this temporal stops? This is 
lrol occipital, back here. See? The occipital comes 
IZ~I back to here. 
ml Q: Sure. 
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If1 A: See how Ear up it comes? 
m Q: Sure. 
PI A: That’s wbat I’m trying to say.You still 
WI have damage that starts to come into the occipital 
m region. It may not go all the way down, but it’s 
[q coming down into that area. 
m Q: Sure. My question is not whether there is 
181 damage in the occipital region, but where is the 
ISI majority of the bone missing? And is the majority 

[lo] of the - 
If11 A: Okay.Thc majority of the bone is in 
WI the - It has to be the parictal.This is the 
1131 patient1 area. right here. 
1141 Q: So, you see this X-ray as showing an 
11~1 absence of bone in the patictal ngion and showing 
ltq damage, but presence of bone, in the occipital 
m region? 
WI A: Correct. 
1191 Q: Okay. 

rm A: Plus, you have absence of bone in this 
PII region, right here. 
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Ul A: Temporal region. Only a poition of the 
121 temporal teaion, behind the right occipital - or d 
Pj the hght orbital area. 
14; Q: Okay. 
15: MR. GUNN: Could WC now look at - Oh, 
161 let me ask one question. 
m BY MR. GUNN: 
PI Q: Previously in the deposition, vou had said 
PI that the skull X-rays were all takcn’in the first 
IO] series; is that correct? 
“I A: Correct. 
Ql Q: And would it be fair to say, then, that 
131 X-rays 1 through 3 arc those that you took in the 
141 Grst scrics? 
Is] A: You’re missing two. 
1q Q: Just- 
1q A: Yes. 
ISI Q: Just as for that one. 
le] A: Coma. 
rol Q: Now, I can tell you that those are the 
!11 only - the three that you have just looked at arc 
21 the only skull X-ray2 present at the Archivcs.Arc 
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III you aware of any other skull X-rays? 
m A: There should be at l&t two more. 
PI Q: And you dcsuibcd those both as oblique 
PI x-lays; is that correct? 
[5) A: Or, like you had stated, tangential views. 
!Fl Q: TangentiaLAnd arc you certain that you 
m took those other two X-rays on the night of the 
i61 autopsy? d 
PI A: Absolutely. 

101 MR. GUNN: Okay. Could WC go to No. 4? 
111 THE WlTNESS: I know exactly what this is. 
121 MR. GUNN: This is described in the 1966 
131 Inspection as X-ray of three fragments of bone with 
141 larger fragment containing metallic fragments. 
151 BY MR. GUNN: 
161 Q: Mr. Custer, have you previously seen X-ray 
tq No.4? 
14 A: Yes, I have. 
tq Q: When did you first see those X-rays? 
zo) A: The next morning. I took them. 
211 Q: And where did you take those X-rays? 
al A: Inthcmaindcpartmcn~inaptivatcroom, 
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111 with a portable X-ray unit. 
m Q: Was it the Same X-ray unit that was used 
m to take the autopsy - 
PI A: Yes, sir.Thc same distance. 
PI Q: And what was the purpose of taking these 
[q X-lays? 

m A: I was told by Dr. Ebcrsolc that they were 
ISI to be taken to make measurements, to make a bust of 
M President Kennedy. 

I 101 Q: What did you do when you took the X-tays? 
I 111 What were the procedures? How did you go about 
I 121 taking them? 
I 131 A: All I did was place the bone fragments on 
I $41 the film, and I made different exposures at 
I iq different distances. d 
t lq Q: Did Mr. Ebcrsolc - or Dr. Ebcrsolc say 
I 01 anything to you about metal fragments? 
I f81 A: He gave me three or four different metal 
I 191 fragments, varying in size. And he asked me to 
I 201 tape them to the bones. 
I 211 Q: Did you tape metal fragments to the bones? 

[pi 0: In the temporal r&on? [al A: Yes, sir. 
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I’1 Q: What was the purpose that you understood 
m taping metal fragments to the bones to bc? 
PI A: That was a good question, because I didn’t 
141 understand it at the time. either. 
IS1 Q: Is there any question in your mind whether 
161 you, in fact, taped metal fiagmCnts to the bones? 
m A: Absolutely no question at all in my mind. 
161 Q: Do you see the results of those metal 
PI fragments appearing on X-ray No. 4? 

1101 A: Only a few. hcrc. 
I1 11 Q: And you’re pointing to the largest 
~14 fragment in - 
1131 A: The largest frag.mcnt.Thc sup&or 
1141 portion of it. 
WI Q: Approxirmtcly what time did you take the 
ItsI X-rays on the 231-d? 
VI A: I have to guesstimate. Early moming, 
11e1 early afternoon - No. Late morning, carIy 
psi afternoon. 
VI Q: Did Dr. Ebcrsolc cvcr subsqucntly explain 
pq to you the purpose for taping metal fragments to 
IZZI the bones to be - 

Page 146 

111 A: Nb, he didn’t. He just stated to me, when 
w he brought the film - the bone fragments and the 
PI metal fragments to me, that he had just come back 
141 from the White Hotic after being debriefed. 
PI Q: And what did he say about that debriefing! 
161 A: WclI, he just said that he was debriefed 
m by the Secret Scrvicc.And that was it. 

L 
[a] High-ranking people bad talked to him-And he 
PI suggested to me that cvctything that I see from now 

1101 on, I should forget. 
IllI Q: Did he say that to you at approximately 
[rzj the same time that you were working on X-raying the 
[la] skull fragments? 
P41 A: Absolutely. 
I151 Q: Do you know whet-c the skuIl fragments came 
m from? 
117-l A: They arrived, supposedly, that evening 
1161 from Dallas. 
WI Q: When did you first hear that fragments bad 
w arrived from Dallas? 
1211 A: The night of the autopsy. 
IZZI Q: Did you see the fragments on the night of 
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III the autopsy? 
PI A: No, I did not see the fragments. I just 
PI heard the conversation. 
PI Q: Other than the metal fragments that you 
[SI taped to the skull fragments, did you identify any 
[q other metal fragments in the bones? 
m A: In the skulls and the AF’ cctvicaI spine. 
WI Q: Let me withdraw the question. 
PI A: Go ahcad. 

WI Q: The question wasn’t clar. 
1111 With regard to taking the X-tays of the 
11~1 bone ftagmcnts that you have in front of you - 
I131 A: No. 
1141 

L 
Q: - were there any metal ftagmcnts that 

USI wcrc in the bone, outside of this - the taped 
119 fragments? 
1171 A: No. 
1181 Q: So, in other words, the X-ray is - 
cl91 appears as if there arc metal fragments in the 
1201 bone. Whereas. in fact, that is all a construct of 
IXI the way that the X-ray was taken; is that correct? I . . . . 
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111 Q: Okay. Could you look at - I’d like you 
PI to take just a quick look at X-ray NO. 5 and No. 6, 
PI which arc similar X-rays, in term.5 Of showing the 
f41 bone fragments. 
ISI Let me try asking you one question, just 
161 to make sure that the record is clear on this. 
m Did Dr. Ebcrsolc ask you to tape the metal 
181 fragments to the bone after he had returned from 
PI the White House? Arc you able to say with 
101 ccnainty? 
111 A: Absolutely.& soon as he walked in, 
121 that’s the first thing he said. “I want these bone 
131 fragments X-rayed with metal fragments taped.” 
141 Okay.This - this is a different bone 
tsl ftagmcnt. Same one. Same one. Just added one to 
161 it, that’s all. 
171 Q: I think maybe if you looked at the other 
$81 one again for just a moment, you might see - 
191 MR. GUNN: If WC could look at No. 4 
201 again. 
211 BY MR. GUNN: 
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=I Q: You’re identifying three bone fragments in 
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111 X-ray No. 5; is that correct& 
P! A: Correct. 
PI Q: ThisisNo.4again. 
[al A: Oh, I see it.AII I did was just move 
ISI themaround. 
161 Q: When you say “he”, who is the “he” you’re 
m rcfcrring to? 
PI A: No, I said “me”. 
PI Q: Oh. 
101 A: AU I did was move them around, that’s 
I 11 all. Diffcrcnt cxposurcs. See the difference? 
IZI Q: Yes. 
131 A: Darker. Lighter. Darker. Lighter. 
141 Q: And, so, you would say that X-ray No. 5 
151 was taken roughly at the same time as X-ray No. 4? 
‘61 A: Absolutely. 
171 Q: Can you look at No. 6, plezasc? 13 ask a 
14 similar question. 
ISI A: OkayThat’s a better quality film. 
q Absolutely. 
; NoQ;Arc you the person who took the X-ray of 

7 . . 
pase lsc 

111 A: Yes, sir. 

m Q: Is there any marking on the film, other 
PI than the ftagmcnts thcmsclvcs, that helps you 
I(] identify that as being an X-ray that you, yourself, 
m took? 
161 A: No, sir. 
m Q: Is there a reason that you did not use 
pi your metal marker - 

A: I was told not to. 
1: Q: Did Dr.- 
111 Let me fmish the qucstion.Thcn - 
=I A: Go ahead. 
131 Q: - you can answer it. 
141 Was thcrc any reason that you did not USC 
11~1 the metal marker that you had used in the previous 
m x-nys? 
I171 A: Yes, because he saw it that night, and he 
WI knew it belonged to me-And he stated. “I better 
1191 not see it on these films.” 
IZOI Q: And that was Dr. Ebcrsolc who said it? 
P11 A: Absolutely. Correct. - 

[uj A: ADSOlUtCtY COrECt. ltzzl 9: Did anvonc else hear Dr. Ebcrsolc sav 
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[l] that? 

121 A: No. 
PI Q: When - 
14 A: It was said only in my presence. 
151 0: On the 23rd when you took the X-rays of 
[a the skull fragments, was there any other person, 
m besides you and Dr. Ebcrsolc, prcscnt? 
181 A: No. 

tsl Q: You were about to say something else? 
WI A: You sure of the date? Was it the 23rd, or 
PO 22nd? 
PI 0: If I said 22nd, I meant - 
WI A: You said - No, you said 23rd. 
WI 0: Yes. I’m r&t-ring to the time that you 
ttq took the X-rays of these fragments. 
WI A: Oh, okay. Fine. 
WI Q: Isthat- 
IW A: That’s correct. 
[lo] Q: okay. 
EQl MR. GUNN: All right. Could WC look now 
PII at X-ray No. 7, please? 
w Would you like to sit down? 
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111 THE WITNESS: No, that’s all right.You 
m can hear my back. 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 
tal G: Mr. Custer, arc you able to identify X-ray 
pj No.7? 
R A: Yes, sir. 
m Q: Could you tell me what that is, plcasc? 
PI A: That was a upper portion of the abdomen 
m taken on President Kennedy. 

WI Q: How arc you able to identify that? 
Pll A: My U.S. Naval marker. 
119 Q: That’s the markings on the side, the - 
WI A: On the left side. 
[I41 Q: -thcdatcandthc- 
Ilsl A: Bight. Corrca. 
WI Q: - name of U.S. Naval Academy or - I’m 
1171 sorry. 
WI A: Naxxl Hospital. 
1101 Q: Bethesda Hospital. 
(201 A: U.S. Naoal Hospital. Bethesda, Maryland. 
PII 0: Previously, you rcfcrrcd to your own 
(nl unique ma&r. Do you see that anywhcrc on the 
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(11 X-lay? 
m A: No. I was caught again. 
A Q: Did Dr. Bbcrsolc ask you at any time on 
~1 the night of the 22nd not to use that marker? 
Is] A: Yes. 
PI Q: When did he ask you not to use that? 
m A: When I took this film. He saw it, and 
PI made me take it off. 

Q: Arc you able to estimate or explain when 
11: you wet-c able to use your own metal marking, and 
1111 when you wcrc not able to use it? 
WI A: On the skulls only. 
t11 Q: Can you identify in the X-ray that you’re 
1141 looking at now, No. 7. whcthcr thcrc arc - whether 
llq the internal organs arc still prcscnt in the body? 
WI A: There has to be colon, because this is all 
1171 fecal materiaLYou can see itThis is all 
[rei colon. 
1101 Q: Other than the colon, arc you able to 
VOI identify any other internal organs that arc still 
r211 present? 
IZZI A: Not rcallv.You - Could be kidneys 

t11 hcrc, but it’s obxurcd. It’s obscured. and 
m there’s no way you can tell. 
PI For a man President Kennedy’s age. he 
[41 shouldn’t have had these calcifications on the 
ISI lower ribs. 
161 Q: Now, previously in the deposition, you 
m lrfcrred to i contrast media dye. DO you recall 
~a] that? In the lumbar spinal region. 
PI A: You can just see portions of it, here. 
,101 There’s a little bit of it, right here. 
:111 Q: And what vertebra is that, that you’re 
121 point.ing- 
.(31 A: Okay.This is 12. One, 2, L3. Between 
,141 L2 and 3.Thcrc could be a little hcrc. too. 
lsj Q:so- 
‘W A: Hcrc’s his problem, right hcrc. He had 
,171 problems hcrc.This would be about - one, two, 
rq three -four and five. 
191 Q: So, you’re rcfcning to L4 and L5 - 
-4 A: Bight.You can see this is - 
211 0: - being related to his back problems? 
=I A: You can see all the degenerative discasc, 
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VI right through here. See how nice this disc space 
pj is? e 
PI Q: You’re referring to L - between L2 and 
PI L3. 

A: L2 and L3. L4 and LS, nothing. Nothing, 
i L3 and L4. 
m MR. GUNN: Okay. Could WC now look at 
[a~ X-ray No. 8, plcasc? 
[SI THE WlTNESS: Let me go back one thing. 
1Oj BY MR. GUNN: 
111 Q: sure. 
121 A: There arc kidneys hcrc’lhcre’s one here, 
131 and her& one hcrc. 
141 MR. GUNN: Could WC go off the record for 
151 a moment? 

[Discussion off the record.] 
:; BY MR. GUNN: 
lel Q: Mr. Custer, could WC go back to X-my 
IS] No. 2. Do you recall previously WC wcrc talking 
zq about two lines that arc pointing t0wards.a 
211 fulm 

pl A: Yes. 
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Ill 0: Could you idcnt.iQ whcrc those lines lead 
IZI to, and what you - where you understand that Dr. 
PI Ebcrsolc was ttying - the point Dr. Bbcrsolc was 
VI trying to identify? 
PI A: They lead to the occipital region. 
tq Q: Is there a way that you can identify it 
m more specifically than that? That’s a little bit 
PI hard with this film. Would it - 
PI A: It’s kind of hard to say, because hcrc’s 
101 the mastoid region, down near the cxtcrnal auditory 
:I ii mcatus.All right? 
:Pl It would be. I’d have to say, just above 
,131 and perpendicular to that region. 
941 Q: But it looks as if the fulcrum is coming 
:iq close to where the outer skull is. d 
:161 

Ao: “,oYF [17] : . ’ - 
VI A: Like WC had said before. this is the 
1191 occipital region. 
PO1 Q: Are you able to identify the external 
VI occipiml protuberance on this X-ray No. 2? 
[pl A: Well, it’d have to be down through here. 
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Ill Q: SO, this is far above the EOP; is that 
m correct? 
PI A: Yes. Correct. 
[‘I MR. GUNN: Okay. If WC could go now to 
ISI X-ray No. 8. Is that right? 
161 X-ray No. 8 is described as the AF’ view of 
m the right shoulder and right chest. 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 
PI Q: Mr. Custer, arc you able to identify X-ray 

1101 No. 8 as having been taken on the night of the 
1111 autopsy? 
w A: Yes, sir, I can. 
1731 Q: Once again, how is it that you’re able to 
[141 identify that? 
1151 A: By the markings. U.S. Naval Hospital, 
[lq National Naval Medical Ccntcr, the date, and the 
117) right marker. 
WI Q: Okay. Can you identify whcthcr there are 
11s~ any lung shadows in this X-ray? 
PI A: There arc no lung shadows in that X-my. 
PC] Q: Does that tell you anything about whether 

L: 

I’ 

[: 

I 

r 

11 

t1 

t1 

11 

11 

m the internal organs had been rcmovcd at the time 
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(11 that th3 x-ray was taken? 
l-4 A: Absolutely, sir. 
PI Q: And that -And it tells you what? 
VI A: It means that there -When you have 
[SI lungs in a chest X-ray - and you take an X-ray, 
~61 you see pulmonary markingsYou do not have a dark 
m area like this. 

(/, PI You come back to the same tissue radiation 
lag absorption effect. When radiation goes through 

[IO] tissue, it absorbs. It cuts back on the beam; 
1111 therefore, you don’t get a full cxposurc on the 
IlZl film 
1131 Q: Do you know why, or wcrc you - Let me 
1141 withdraw that. 
(151 Were you told why this X-ray was to be 
1161 taken? 
1171 A: Same thing. Bullet fiagmcnts. 
1161 Q: Looking for a bullet fragment? 
WI A: Correct. 
VI 0: Do you see any bullet ftagtncnts on the 
PC] X-lay? 
ml A: No, sir. 
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Ill MR. GUNN: Could WC turn now to X-ray 
[zl No. 10. please? 
PI MR. HORNE: You skipped 9. 
trl MR. GUNN: Excuse me. X-ray No. 9. 
151 BY MR. GUNN: 
161 Q: Mr. Custer, are you able to identify X-ray 
m No.9? 
PI A: Yes, I am. 
PI Q: And how arc you able to identify it? 

IlO1 A: My marker again and the left marker. 
11 II Q: Previously, you rcfcrrcd to thcrc being 
(14 metal fragments in the cervical arca.Arc you able 
1131 to identify any metal fragments in this X-ray? 

L I:: 
A: Notinthisfilm. 
Q: Does this film include a view or an 

ltq exposure that would have included such metal 
II 71 fragments? 
1181 A: No, sir. 

PI Q: Where would the metal fragments be 
PI located? 
P’l A: Further up in thcrc.This region. 
rz? 0: Can vou -And vou’rc pointing to? 
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Ill A: Up into the. I’d say, C3/C4 region. 
l-4 Q: And what is the highest - the lowest C 
IJJ vertebra that you arc able to identify thcrc? 
I’1 A: Seven. six, five, four, thrCC. In that 
[9 area there. 

[6; Q: Are you able to determine - I’m sorry. 
m go ahcad. 
PI A: No, that’s all right. Go ahead. 
PI Q: Arc you able to dctcrminc whether any of 
IO] the internal organs have been rcmovcd prior to this 
I l] - taking of this X-ray? 
14 A: Well. I’m going to tell you right now. 
131 The heart is still there. and the lungs arc still 
141 there. 

ISI Q: In other words, it would be fair to say 
161 that X-ray No. 9 was taken bcforc X-ray No. 8. 
13 A: Ithastobc.Ihadtohavctakcnit 
IS] bcforc.That’s - 
Isl Q: I’d like to point - 
0 A: Go ahead. 
?l] Q: - point out some lights - some light 
r21 fragments - 
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111 A: That’s artifacts. 

m Q: You’ve identified the> as artifacts - 
PI A: Correct. 
trl Q: - in the anatomical left shoulder blade, 
[51 right below the scapula. 
PI A: correct. 
m Q: How arc you able to identify those as 
PI fragments - or as artifacts, please? 
PI A: Because of the symrnctrical size and the 
IO] area that they’re in.Thcy’rc all in close 
Ill proximity. 
121 Now, let me show you something else about 
131 the processing film at that time. See the cast and 
141 diffcrcnt markings? That’s chemicals that didn’t 
151 quite wash offAnd that was from the old Payco 
Iq units. See it there? That’s old fixer that didn’t 
iq come off. 
161 Q: So, it appears to my cycs being sort of a 
IS] dingy brownish color; is that - 
a1 A: CorrcctAnd that’s from the acid in the 
HI fixcr.Thc fixer basic job is to stop the film 
n] from dcvcloping. and it tics the image. After it 
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111 tics the image. it goes thmugh a wash bath. 
n Evidently, it didn’t stay in the wash bath 
m long enough, because you stiB have marks - fixer 
I*] marksAnd that was due to the old Payco units. 
1s) They weren’t efficient. 
PI Q: I’d like to point out to you the edge 
m markings, and ask you whether you arc able to 
181 identify any information on the edge markings? 
PI A: Aha, Kodak Safety. 

Q: Does that help you identify the type of 
:: film that you’re holding in your hand? 
=I A: Yes, it dots. 
131 Q: Is there any reason that “Kodak Safety” is 
141 appearing on X-ray No. 9. but WC have not seen it 
151 on other X-rays? 
14 A: The only possible thing I can think of is, 
VI they just placed it on 14/17s. 
181 Q: So, it’s the size of the film. 
191 A: Correct. 
W Q: And the 14 by 17 is the larger film, such 
211 as the one you’re looking at in - 
22; A: Absolutely correct: 
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Ill MR. GUNN: Could WC now look at X-ray 
m No. 10, please? 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 
I41 Q: Arc you able to identify X-ray IO? 
Ql A: Yes, sir. 
161 Q: And what is that? 
m A: That’s the right portion of the body. 
181 Q: And this was taken on the night of 
QI November 22nd; is that corrca? 

WI A: Yes, sir. 

IllI Q: Is there any question in your mind whether 
WI that’s an authentic X-my that you took on the 
(131 night of the 22nd? 
(141 A: No question. 
WI MR. GUNN: Could WC now look at X-ray 
[lq No. 11, plcasc? 
1W BY MR. GUNN: 
[la] Q: Mr. Custer, arc you able to identify X-ray 
[la] ll? 
Iml A: Yes, sir. 

Pll Q: And how is that you’re able to identify 
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111 anatomicaLThis knee is turned off to the side. 
pj It’s externally rotated. 4 
PI Same thing on the joint space. See the 
rr: perfect joint space here? You don’t - 
1% Q: On the anatomical left? 
PI A: Anatomical let?. 
m Q: Okay. 
PI MR. GUNN: Could we look at X-ray No. 13? 
PI BY MR. GUNil: 
101 0: Are you able to identify the X-ray? 
1’1 A: Yes, sir. 
121 Q: Can you tell us what it is, plcasc? 
131 A: It’s AP pelvis and hips. 
141 Q: And was that taken on the night of 
151 November 22nd? 
lq A: Yes. sirAnd let me bring something to 
VI your attention right away. Myclogmm dye in - 
131 Q: Youk referring to a round, cimular dot? 
191 A: This is what Dr. Ebcrsolc stated in his 
ml testimony as a BB from a shotgunThis round, 
111 circular dot. 
m I’m sorry for interrupting you. sir. 

Page: 
[II Q: And you’re saying that Dr. Ebcrsolc was 
pi iLlcorrcct in thaL? e 
PI A: No, I didn’t say that. I just said that 
[OI he described this in his testimony. 
Ql Q: And is it your opinion that he was 
Qj incorrect? 
m A: No, I didn’t say thatq too. 
(31 Q: Okay. 4 
Ql A: I just said that he stated this was 
101 somethingAnd I say it’s dye. 
111 Q: All right. 

=I MR. GUNN: Could WC look at the last 
131 X-my, No. 14, which is identified as the AP view 
141 of lower pelvis, hips, and upper femurs. 
1s1 THE WITNESS: Right. 
161 BY MR. GUNN: 
171 0: Arc you able to identify that as having 
WI been taken on the night of November Z&i? 
191 A: Yes. sir. More fixer burns. 
=I Q: Those arc the brown patches again? 
211 A: Brown patchy. 
al Q: lsthcrcany- 

ppsel 
VI A: Fecal material in the colon. Brown patchy 
m matksagain.Noburnfrag-or,nomctal 
A fragments. 
~1 Q: Okay.That consists of a.lI of the X-rays 
lsl that arc prcscnt in the Archives from the night of 
161 the 14th. 
m Now, you had raised, previously in the 
(61 deposition - have a chair if you wish - 
PJ previously in the deposition. the possibility of 

1101 some metal fragments in the C3/C4 range. 
1111 A: I noticed I didn’t see that. 
WI Q: You didn’t see any X-tays that would be in 
1131 - that would include the C3/C4 arca? 
[141 A: No, sir. 

wq Q: Am you certain that you took X-rays that d 
tlq included the - included C3 and C4? 
[VI A: Yes, sirAbsolutely. 
WI Q: HOW many X-rays did you take that would 
WI have included that? 
[ZOI A: Just onc.And that was all that was 

t22l it? 
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Dl A: This is an additional film that I took on 
m the abdomen that day. 
PI Q: Now, I notice there is no - none of the 
PI- there is no marker of the sort that appcarcd on 
pq many of the others. 
R A: No, because this was a so-called rcpcat. 
m Q: And what do you mean by that? 
PI A: ‘We4 we’d like to have another f&n, 
~1 just to see if what WC see is stiIl t&c.” It’s 

[IO] still thcrc. 
II II Q: If there were metal fragments that were 
11~1 prcscnt in the abdomen of President Kennedy, would 
1131 the appearance of the fragments be more likely 
~41 after the organs arc removed, rather than before 
tlq the removal of the organs? 
WI A: No, because the metal fragments wiIl get 
WI caught by the organs. 
WI Q: If the purpose of the X-rays was to locate 
WI bullets or fragments, why would X-rays need to be 
tzq taken both bcforc and after the removal of the 
lzlj illtcmalorgans? 

ml A: You must rcmcmbcr the confusion at that 
-1s 

111 time and that night. People wcrc ordering this. 
m “Well, WC should take some mom them. WC should 
pi take some more of that.” It wasn’t just one person 
tr] doing it.And I’m just a E4.W’hat I’m told to do, 
QI Ido. 
I61 MR. GUNN: Could WC look at X-tay No. 11, 
m plcasc? 
Ql THE WITNESS: This is 11. 
Ql MR. GUNN: Excuse me, No. 12. 

IW THE WITNESS: Hcrc wc go.This is the 
FII lower cxawnitics. Oh, wrong one. 
WI BY MR. GUNN: 
1131 Q: Arc you able to identify X-ray No. 12 as 
[141 having been taken by you on the night of the 22nd? 
WI A: Yes. sir. 
ml 
m it? 

Q: And how is it that you’re able to identify 

r131 A: Marker. U.S. Naval Hospital, National 
WI Naval Medical Center. Left side for the left 
IZOI femur, knee. 
WI You can see the contortion of the body, 
IZI this. Hertz’s the patella. Evcrvthing is prcttv 

~11 necessary, because it showed - right there. 
L?ZI Q: And what, as best YOU recall, did it show? 
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I'1 Q: Is he the other officer whom you heard 
PI that circular exit - that arca. n speaking with Dr. E~CKO~C? 

PI Let me rephrase that. I don’t want to say PI A: Yes, hc was. 
141 “exit”, because I don’t know whether it was exit or PI Q: Did you hear discussion about disposition 

151 cnuancc. 
But all I can say, there was bullet 

1 ts1 of any other autopsy materials, in addition to 
161 / 161 x-C3yS? 
m fragmentations around that area - that opening. 
181 Q: Around C3/C4? 
PI A: Right. 

I’01 Q: And do you recall how many fragments there 
[III were? 
1’21 A: Not reallyThere was enough. It was 
I131 vet-y prevalent. 
WI Q: Did anyone make any observations about 
[is] metal ftagmcnts in the C3/C4 area? 
I’s] A: I did-And I was told to mind my own 
[ITI busincss.That’s whcrc I was shut down again. 
1’4 Q: You have, during the course of this 
I’SI deposition, identified three X-rays that you arc 
IZOI quite certain that you took, but don’t appear in 
pi] this collcetion.&c there any others that you can 
ml identify as not being included? 

I'1 A: That’s the only three that come to my mind 
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m right now; the two tangential views, and the AP 
P] cervical spirit. 
I41 Q: okay. 

Is] A: Can I add something to that? 
PI Q: sure. 
l-n A: In my own opinion, I do believe, 
PI basically, the mason why they arc not hem is 
PI because they showed massive amounts of bullet 

1101 fragments. 
[“I Q: Did you cvcr hear of anyone connected v&h 
1121 the autopsy making any attempts to remove. destroy 
1131 any of the X-ray material? 
I’41 A: Let me put it this way. Gossip is cheap. 
[ISI Everybody has some. I heard somc.And somctimcs 
1161 you have to take it with a hill of beans - where 
[ITI itcomcsfromButIdidhcarthatina-ina 
[iel conversation. 
I191 Q: When did you hear it in a conversation? 
[201 A: The next day. 
PII Q: What did you hear? 
ml A: That certain pcrtincnt things wcrc taken 
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[I] are of. 
m Q: Who told you that? 
A A: I was afraid you wcrc going to ask that. 
141 Nobody told me. I heard it between two officers. 
IsI High-ranking officers. 
161 Q: Who were the officers? 
m A: One was Bbcrsolc.And one was another 
IS] radiologist that - right now, his name just 
~1 doesn’t - can’t come to my memory. 

1101 Q: To the best of your recollection, who was 
[III it who made the statement. Bbcrsolc or the other 
WI doctor? 
f’f A: Ebcrsolc. 
I’41 Q: And to the best of your rccollcet.ion, what 
1151 did Bbcrsolc say? 
1’61 A: Just what I had said. 
l’rl Q: Arc you acquainted with the name of 
WI Dr. Lay Brown? 
WI A: Yes, I am. 
1201 Q: Who is Loy Brown? 
WI A: He was the captain in charge of the 
PI radiologv department. 

m A: No, I didn’t. 
181 Q: So, for example, they did not talk about 
191 autopsy photographs? 
‘01 A: No, I didn’tAnd the funny part about it 
I II was, this was on - I just happened to be walking 
IZI down the hall behind them and the conversation was 
‘31 going on.And I was noticed, and cvcrything shut 
141 down. 

I don’t like to point fingers. Gossip is 
:,” ehcap. I don’t know, were they being umhful, or 
ITI what they were saying.This is just hearsay&id 
MI you know hearsay is not admissible in a courtroom. 
‘sl Q: It is admissible in a deposition, howcvcr. 
ml A: I understand. 
!I] Q: Okay. Could we now look at some of the 
IZI autopsy photographs.Wc won’t look at them all. 
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[II I’d like to just - e 
m A: sure. 
PI Q: - pull out a few of them 

i 
MR. GUNN: Could we look at the second 

view which would be Color Photographs Nos. 26.27, 
fq or 28. Any of those three. ‘? 
m THE WITNESS: Do you want me to put those 
[q gloves back on. 
PI MR. GUNN: Yes. 
101 THE WITNESS: Is that a negative, or is 
III that a- 
121 MR. GUNN: That’s a positive color 
II uansparcncy. 
‘41 BY MR. GUNN: 
19 Q: Mr. Custer. I’d like to ask you whether 
iq the image that appears on this first - or the 
ITI second view that you’re looking at - corrcsponds 
lq in a general way with what you obscmcd on the 
101 night of the autopsy? 
ml A: Yes. it is. 
HI Q: Do you see any differences between that 
FZI photograph and what you obserPcd on Prcsidcnt 

111 Kennedy, such that it would lead you to qucsrion 
m the authenticity of the photograph? 
PI A: Not really. I notice one diffcrcncc.Thc 
[41 incision on the neck is a lot bigger than what I 
[51 saw. But that could be due to probing. 
PI Q: You’re referring to the anterior neck 
m wound; is that comet? 
PI A: Bight. 
PI Q: You previously idcntiiicd that wound as 

[lo] being about the size of your small finger; is that 
['I] col-nxt? 

I'4 A: CorrectWhich makes me wonderWhy 
~31 would they probe it, if they were looking for 
1141 bullets or fragments? Which happens to be the film 
Iiq that is gone. 
I’61 So, he was - See all this stuff here? 
IVI My hands - I had rubber gloves on. I had to 
WI change three or four times throughout the night. 
I’91 MR. GUNN: Can WC look at View No. 3 now, 
IW which corresponds to Colors Nos. 32.33.34.35. 
WI 36, and 37. 
m [Discussion off the record.1 
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I'1 BY MR. GUNN: 
0: Mr. Custer, you’re now looking at 

: Photograph No. 33. 
PI A: Mm-hmm. 
IS1 Q: I’d like to ask YOU whether that 
161 corresponds to what you observed on the night of 
m the autopsy? 
PI A: Yes, it does. 
PI Q: Is there any question in your mind about 

[IO] the authenticity of that photo? 
1’ 11 A: Not really. 
WI Q: You’re shaking your head - 
I’31 A: See, the thing is, you’re stepping in a 
(141 realm here whcrc I didn’t really get involved much. 
1151 But from what I saw of the body, it appears to be 
[lq simiiar to what I saw. 
[lq Q: okax that’s fine. 
WI A: Okay? 
I191 MR. GUNN: Could WC now look at View No. 
IZOI 6, corrcspond - 
P’l THE WITNESS: Wait. Hold on one second. 
ml BY MR. GUNN: 
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111 Q: sure. 

PI A: Let me put this in the record. Do you 
A notice the apparatus that is holding the hcad?You 
I41 can see - 

15) Q: Yes, metal apparatus. 
PI A: It’s like a metal half-moon.When I took 
m my X-rays, that wasn’t there. 
PI Q: Does that help you identify whether you 
ISI took the X-rays either before or after the 

1101 photographs? 
I”1 A: Yes. 
1121 Q: And how -What would the answer be? 
I’31 A: Well, this didn’t have to be -This 
1141 wasn’t there, so - 
I’51 Q: The metal part. 
(‘61 A: The metal. So, that meant, I had to take 
[ITI some of them before Had to. Because the only 
1161 time they put that in there is when they start 
[is] probing. 
WI Q: Why wouldn’t it be possible for them to 
PII have taken that off, and then you come down and 
pzj take the X-rays? 

page 177 
111 A: That’s possible, too. I’m just guessing. 
m Q: okay.so- 
PI A: Maybe I shouldn’t guess. 
I4 0: So, it’s not rcahy possible to tell by 
(51 the photograph - 
PI A: No. 
m Q: - whether the X-rays wcrc taken before - 
PI A: I’ll have to rescind that. No. 
PI Q: Okay. Just bceause you were spcakiig over 

IIOI the top of me, to make sure the record is clear. 
IIII let me try asking the question again. 
1’21 A: Apologize. 
1'31 0: Is it possible -And I’ll ask a 
1141 different question. 
WI Is it possible for you to determine, based 
1161 upon this photograph alone, whether the X-tays of 
IVI the cranium were taken before or tier the 
I’~I photographs? 
1191 A: No, sir. It’s not possible. 

Q: Okay. Mr. Custer, in the photograph 
El there was a picture of a - there was - a towel 
pnl was included. Do vou remember seeing a towel of 
. -. . . - _ . ^ 

Iii that son on the - 
m A: Mm-l-mm. 
PI Q: You did see a towel on the night of the 
PI autopsy that would corrcspond to what’s shown in 
ISI that photograph? 
161 A: Not at that time. I didn’t. When I took 
m the X-rays, there was no towel there. 
Bl Q: Was there anything there at the time that 
PI you took the X-rays? 
Ial A: Just a sheet over the - the film. 
“I 0: okay. 

A: Over that arca where the skull was. to 
:“, collect any body fluids. 
'41 MR. GUNN: Okay. Could WC take a look at 
19 the sixth view, corresponding to Colors Photographs 
ICI 42 and 43, which is identiticd in the record as 
171 wound of entrance in right posterior occipitaI 
ISI region. 
191 BY MR. GUNN: 
rol Q: Mr. Custer, does that photograph 
!rI correspond to what you observed on the night of the 

z~ autopsy? 
Page 1’ 

PI A: TruthfuIly and honestly, I cannot remember 
m seeing that. e 
PI Q: Is that because you didn’t have that view, 
141 or it does not appear the way that it appcarcd to 
tsl you on the night of the autopsy? 
161 A: Because it did not appear to me the way 
m that appeared to me. 
te] Q: In what respect is that photogtaph d 
fq diffcrcnt from what you rceall? 
‘01 A: I did not see the back of the skuIl or the 
1 II lower occipital region during the time I took the 
‘2) x-lays. 
131 Q: Does that mean that you didn’t have a 
141 chance KO obscrcrc that angle, or that the bone was 
151 not there? 
16) A: I didn’t have a chance to observe that 
171 angle, because the head was not picked up like 
181 that- 
191 a: okay. 
zq A: - whcrc I could see behind it-All I 
2’1 lifted it was enough to place the cassette 
nl underneath. 

Paga II 

III Q: So, for practical purposes, you have - 
m you had insufficient opponxnity to view, to either 
pl authenticate or not authenticate this photograph. 
VI Would that be con-cct? 
PI A: That’s correct. 
Is] Q: Okay. 
m A: The only - Let me add something to this. 
PI The only thing that I could authenticate is this 
IS] 5p, right there, on the right anterior portion of 
lo] the skull. 
IO Q: That looks as if it’s over the top of the 
121 car? 
'31 A: Right. Correct. 
'41 0: And you remember that 5p being there? 
,W A: Oh, absolutely. d 
lrq Here’s another thing I want to add, too. 
1171 Whenever you have right trauma on a skull, you have 
1t81 - blood and spinal fluid will come out of the 
PSI right ear.Vicc-versa, if you have left trauma. 
1201 It’s the other. .~ . 
1211 Q: Okay. 
[221 MR. GUNN: Okay. Could we look at the 



AssasslflatiollRccorQsRcvicwRoud Ikposltlon of J-01 Francis Custer 
Assassination of President John F. Kennedy @tober 28,1997 

Pap 181 

[II fourth view? We’re not going exactly in numerical [1] scalp. 

L 
m order. Either Colors Photos NO. 38 or 39, VI That’s the only logical place they could 
pi identified as posterior view of wound of entrance , pl bc.Thcy went through the brain, exploded, and 
~1 of missile high in shoulder. 
Is] BY MR. GUNN: 
19 0: Mr. Custer. during the deposition, you 
m said that you had - you had been able to see a 
181 wound that was on the back of President Kennedy. 
A Does this photograph correspond to what you were 

[IO] able to view? 
I”1 A: Yes, sir, it does. 
WI Q: And can you identify whcrc on the 
1131 photograph the wound was? 
1'41 A: It would be on the right scapula region. 
I151 0: And that’s the larger marking that’s just 
[iq to the right of the ruIcr( is that correct? 
[17j A: Correct. 
[lq [Discussion off the record.] 
[iq BY MR. GUNN: 
PI 0: It’s our understanding the House Select 
PII Committee on Assassination did some - did some 
[PI enhancements of the original X-rays, and we’d like 

pase’82 

‘L 

[II to show you the enhancements. 
f-4 Have you ever previously seen the 
p] enhancements of the X-ray! 
PI A: No. 
151 0: What is your comment on observing the 
[q enhancement? And what we’re seeing is the AP - 
m A: AI? Well, I would say modified waters. 
[al Ap modified waters. 
A Here’s the fragment again. 

PO1 Q: hd you’re rcfcrring to the large - 
IllI A: Large. 

1121 Q: - semi-circular fragment? 
['Jl A: Right. Left marker, right orbit, 
1141 fragments throughoutAl I can say is, it’s funny 
1151 how the burn mark gets in the right placeAnd 
1161 that’s pretty close to what I - my own opinion - 
1171 I believe was an entry wound. 
1181 0: Arc you able to identify now any brain 
IISI shadows? 
lm A: Very little, if any. Because you’re 
PII looking at bone shadow here. Bone shadow here. 
In Q: You’re referring to the anatomical lek 

paselfa 
[II A: Left - 
m 0: Yeah. 

A: - portion of the skull. 
F1 Air on the right anatomical F 
[q sinuses again. Fracture marks throughout the 
[q sagimatic arch, the mandibular arch, the left 
m anterior portion of the skull, the superior potion 
[a] of the skull. Fracture marks. 
PI Here’s that irregular cut mark -what it 

1101 looks like - appears to me. Snaking fracture 
[I 11 marks off to the left anatomical positioning. 
WI [Discussion off the record.] 
1131 THE WITNESS: Remember you asked me that 

i 
1141 question, how come there’s bullet fragments in 
[ISI there, and you can’t see? You can see thcm.Whcre 
1161 arc they? 
1’71 BY MR. GUNN: 
I’81 Q: They appeared to be more apparent in the 
1191 AP than in the laterals. 
rzol A: Do you know why there’s bullet fragments 
PII there? If you look at the big portion of the 
in: scale, those franmcnts are in the skin of the 
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~1 went out into the scalp. Perforated the scalp. 
1s; Impregnated the scalp. 
16: When you have a fragmented bullet, ir 
m hits. It blows. Pushes everything out. When it 
[a] pushes everything out, it’s like somebody putting 
p] salt and pepper on your - on your steak. It 
101 impregnates the steak. 
"I The same thing with the scalp. Because 
IZI there is no brain tissue hcrc.You can’t see it. 
131 You can’t determine it here bccausc of the skull - 
141 the bony skulLYou can determine - 
151 I’d love to see the lateral portion, if 
tq they enhanced that. Now, that’s - that, in 
II itself youll be able to tcIL 
181 MR. GUNN: And let’s try the lateral. 
1s) THE WITNESS: I’ve never Seen this. 
ml Never. 
2'1 BY MR. GUNN: 
al 0: You’re now looking at the cx;hanccd 
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III lateral. 
m A: Hcrc’s the effect a&. See the bone? 
pl There’s the fragment. 
I4 0: And you’re referring to the - 
ISI A: Right- 
R 0: - right above the sinus? 
m A: Right orbital - No, no. 
PI 0: I’m son-y. 
PI A: No, frontal sinuses. But it’s still 
tq orbhal ridge. 
"I It hits, fragments, and goes out.That’s 
IZ] why this portion of the skull is out.This is out. 
131 Here’s the cclla turcica again. If there are 
141 fragments, there’s very minute portions.Thc only 
tq reason why this isn’t dark is. because this is an 
151 enhancement. 
lrl But you don’t see any vzcular l-fmkingsin 
tq hcre.Whcrc are they? On a normal brain, you see 
to] them in the skuIl.Your btain has veins. It shows 
ZOI up. It has density. Blood has density. 
2'1 0: So, at the time the X-tays are taken, the 
ZJ bninhasbccn rcmovcd from the aanium? 

-1s 
I'1 A: It’s not thcrc. 
PI 0: On the AP view, there was the very large 
p] flagmcnt that was semi-. 
PI A: correct. 

m 0: Are you able to identify the location of 
[sl that? 
m A: The only thing I could say, it is right 
[q there. 
PI 0: And could you identify where that is 
iq anatomically? 
111 A: It’s anterior to the sphcnoid bone, which 
'14 is - Hcrc’s the cella turcica. I would say, it’s 
'19 anterior - no, superior - No, I can’t say it’s 
:iy antcrior.This is - 
!tq 0: Principally superior to the - 
I’sl A: Superior to the cella turcica.You 
[ITI can’t -The only way you can go - 
WI 0: Have a graph and - 
WI A: Right.You have to take - Liic I 
1201 explained - I have to explain to you. 
PII There’s only one way you can find out the 
[221 depth of a bullet.That’s by taking a soccial 
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111 study. It’s called tomography. Linear tomography 
m or a transpiral tomography. 
PI Linear tomography is when they take 
VI different fulcrum spots X-rays. and where the 
151 X-ray’s power source will rotate from - on a 
161 longitudinal plane. 
VI A transpiral, which is brand new now - 
ISI it’s a new technology - it spirals. And you 
ISI change the focal -And you get length. 

IlO1 Q: You can identify the location with 
1111 precision. 
I121 A: Where you just - Right. By that 
1131 location that you have here that - on that 
ll41 fulcrum. 
Ilsl 0: okay. 
Ilsl A: You just see it-Then it starts to 
(171 disappearThen it totally disappearsAnd that 
11e1 way, you can tell. 
IW This is a different projcetion.You’rc 
1201 looking - you’re looking dead on. A side view. 
PII Now, if you turned it this way, you’re looking in 
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PI Q: Okay? 
m A: Ready? d 

: PI Q: Yes. 
: {L] A: Page two, line 23, and 24, and 25.And - 
I ~5: Well. that’s good. Page two. He states that he 
: (6; was acting chief IadiolOgist at the National Naval 

m Medical Center in Bethesda. 
/ 181 Baloney. He was the radiologist on call. 

~1 There was a lot more people higher ranking than him 
1101 that were staff radiologists.Thc~ all took call. 
I 11 He was a resident radiologist s&dying for his 
IZI board certification, which he did not receive till 
131 the end of that year-That’s one thing that I have 
141 a problem with. 
fsl On page three, that was the same thing. 
1q I agree with him on line two, page three, 
17) where the commanding officer called him about 6:30, 
181 and I was notified thereafter about the incoming. 
ISI And this is what is fhrnastic, where he 
XII states - Okay. Page three, lines seven and 
!I] eight. He personally carried the cassettes 
p) containing the X-rays to the X-ray department, 
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lpi an Al? projeetion.You’re seeing the whole 
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111 fragment. 
PI Q: All right. okay. 
PI A: You remember I brought this up on the 
PI darker one? I said, you can just start to see a 
151 faint image.And it brought it out on the 
[q enhancement. 
m I have a question for you, Jeremy. Did 
PI your other specialists - doctors see these 
CJ enhancements? 

WI Q: No. 
1111 A: Okay-This tells the tale, right here. 
m Q: The enhancements? 
1131 A: Right. 
1741 Q: Okay. 
I19 A: This opens the door, literally. I showed 
[lq you the entrance wound, thereThe exit wound has 
1171 to be up here somewhere. 
PI If you turn this like tllaq what’s that 
[191 tell you? 
PI Q: Okay. 
Pll MR. GUNN: Can we go off the record for a 
m minute? 
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Ill [Discussion off the record.] 
PI MR. GUNN: I’m going to ask Mr. Custer to 
PI look at the testimony offered by Dr. Ebcrsolc to 
PI the House Select Committee on Assassinations. 
m For the Review Board Records, this is 
tq marked as Exhibit No. MD4O.Thc testimony was 
m given on March 1 lth, 1978. 
PI Mr. Custer has brought with him to&y his 
ISI own annotated version of Mr. - or, Dr. Ebcrsole’s 

1101 testimony. 
IllI BY MR. GUNN: 
WI Q: And what I’d like you to do, if you would, 
1131 Mr. Custer, is to look through the tcstimony.And 
1141 any important things that you have specific 
11~1 knowledge of yourself that you would like to either 
tlq confirm what Dr. Ebersole said or dispute what 
1171 Dr. Ebersole said, I would appreciate it. 
1161 I would like you to identify the page 
[la] number and line number - 
WI A: Okay. 
L-1 Q: - if you could. 
lpi A: All right. 

Page I! 
111 which was on the fourth floor. 
m Baloney. Dr. Ebersolc nCter left the 
PI morgue Reed and I personally carried the X-rays. 
~41 There’s pictorial evidence of thas that you have. 
PI Q: You’re referring to the photographs that 
161 WC marked as exhibits? 
m A: Correct. Absolutely correa. 
fq All right. Page three, the bottom half, 
(~1 23, where he -Again. he says: “I would like to 

d 

lo] emphasize this was a tcxtbook wound; round, 
i 11 smooth...” 
=I COURT REPORTER: I’m sorry, s&With a 
531 little more emphasis. 
141 THE WITNESS: Oh, I’m sorry. I’m just 
lq going through this. I’ll - I’ll get to that one 
1q point. 
‘7 It says the back of the head was missing, 
HII and the regular messy wound at the point WC have a 
191 wound of entrance. 
9 Baloney. 
211 MR. GUNN: Go off the record for a moment. 
a] [Discussion off the record.] 

Paga l! 

111 BY MR. GUNN: 
n Q: Actually, why don’t we do a quote on - 

A: Okay. Page four, line five. He quoted: 
: WC took several X-rays of the skull” 
151 True. I quote - I agree with him 
tq wholeheartedly thcre.Thcrc. in itself, he told 
m the truth. But you only have three X-rays in 
PI evidence. 
PI Q: There’s three X-rays of the skull in 
!IOI evidence. 
311 A: Right. I could go through this 
[~ZJ completely, and go back and forth, and back and 
1131 forth. But all I’d be doing is become repetitious 
1141 here. 
WI And Dr. Ebcrsolc had a tendency to say one d 
[isI thing, and turn around in midstream to change his 
[VI mind and say something else. 
WI And he talks about bullet fragments. On 
PSI page four, line 11, says: “Initial film shows an 
PI unusual metallic fragment in the skull, but no 
PCI evidence of a slug or a bullet.” 
[221 Q: End quote. 
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Ill A: Unquote. Come on. Now, I would say, 
m mysclf,that - 

L PI MR. GUNN: I’m sorry. Can I - 

PI [Discussion off the record.] 
rq MR. GUNN: Back on the record. 
161 THE WITNESS: At all times, Dr. Ebersole 
m stayed within the morgue. Dr. Ebcrsole examined 
ISI the films as I brought them back. made 
rol interpretations that conttadieted many times 

IIOI throughout that evening. I suggested to Dr. 
II II Ebersole what films should be taken. 
1121 In this testimony, he states that there 
1131 arc metal fragments in there but they arc not 
1141 bullets. Now, that is a complete turnaround, if I 
[tq cvcr heard of it, because a metal fragment big 
vq enough to be seen has to be a portion of a bullet. 
1171 Common sense would tcII you that. 
WI Another t.hing.When Dt. Ebersole looked 
[is] at these Clms - He took basic physics like 
po] anybody else did.And why couldn’t hc see 
~11 displacement of the anterior portion of the skull, 

, IZJ and realize there had to be force coming from 
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[l] the - 

PI No, let me corn% that. 
p] - the posterior potion of the skull, and 
~1 realize there had to be force coming from the 
[51 anterior portion of the skull. He knew that. Now, 
[q he’s an educated man. He has to know that. 

L In 

Also, in the statcmcnts he made that he 
PI couldn’t recollect certain things; how many people 
PI were in the morgue at that time. 

VJI Oh, come on. It was pure mayhem-The 
~111 gallery was completely full. I’d show you on yak 
1121 Exhibit - 
[I31 BY MR. GUNN: 
1141 Q: 201? 
1151 A: - 201. From one - from the right-hand 
[tq portion of the gallery to the left-hand portion of 
1171 the gallery, loaded. Not considering the people 
IIEI that were milling around on the morgue floor thcrc, 
tlq going from pillar to post, and making different 
IZOI notes, and doing this and that., and the technicians 
1211 that were working.Tl~cre was definitely more than 
(~1 15 people in that morgue at that time. 
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Ill The commotion was astmnomieal.The 
n decibel level was extremely highYou had to 
PI scream at people at times. 
I4 And when I’m taking X-rays, I placed an 
[q apron on to protect myself. I had to scream for 
[q these people to move when I wzs shooting in that 
i-71 direction. 
PI And it’s just - He was so vague on 
PI everything that he come up with. 

PJI Q: Dr. Ebcrsole? 
1111 A: Dr. Ebersolc~d he took the X-rays at 
1121 3:00 o’clock in the morning.That’s crazy. 
I131 I moved - I removed the whole X-ray 
~41 equipment - the X-ray machine, all the films, took 

L [lq 

PSI them back to the dcpart.mcntAnd I went to bed. 
And I was woke up at 5:00 o’clock in the 

[VI morning by Captain Brown and Dr. Ebcrsole, 
PI commending mc on my pcrformancc.And I just looked 
[la] at them, and I shook my head.And I said thank 
PI you, tolled back over, and set to sleep. 
(20 And he was so vague on cvetything that he 
F?I come uu with. 

-- 
page 1% 

Ill I went to - I.&C the next morning, hc 
m sates that he went to - He wanted to take the 
p1 body to the morgue - or. from the morgue to the 
141 main department. 
lsi Oh, come on.Thc security ws SO tight 
161 around there, you - if you sneezed. thCrC was 
m somebody there wanting to know what happencd.The? 
PI wouldn’t let the body be moved out of there at all. 
PI And he felt that the quality of the films 
lq were not as good because of the portable unit. 
111 Baloney. It was the film itselfThe film type. 
IZI The technological advancements at that time weren’t 
131 that great. 
141 Don’t get me wrong. Bethesda, at that 
ISI time, had the top stuff, so to speak: the X-ray 
161 machinery. the so-called top fiIms, everything. 
IT) Butitwasatthattime-in’63,itwasunhmrd 
lel of.Tomography? What is thaw a nasty word? The 
I@ technological advancements hadn’t quite advanced 
91 that far. WC didn’t have CT scanning. 
!1] Do you realize what we could have done if 
PI we had CT’d this man?You wouldn’t have had to 
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111 question all this. Where w this bullet? Where 
PI was the depth? It would have been right there, 
PI mapped out to you.Threedimcnsional CT. 
[41 And he was so vague in everything that hc 
m said. 
161 Magnification. On page six, from line 
m four to six. “So, after -” As Dr. Ebersolc 
PI quotes: “So, after seeing the films at the White 
PI House Annex, going back to Bethesda, and using a 
01 human skull to determine a magnification level.” 
11 Actually, they were substantial factor 
21 changes. Hc - 
31 COURT REPORTER: End of quote? 
41 MR. GUNN: End quote. 
51 THE WITNESS: In the films. But he knows 
q to get no magnification - this is part of his 
?I board certification - everything has to be taken 
q at 72 inches. Not 44 inches. 
91 And this was all taken at 44 inches that 
DI night, which causes magnification.This was 
!I] supposed to bc a radiologist that knew what he was 
21 taking about. I have to disagree with him 

PaaelM 
[II wholeheartedly. 
PI And another thing I couldn’t get over, the 
PI way that he was treated. He was carried around on 
141 a silk pillow by his colleagues. ‘We don’t want to 
[q step on your feet. Doaor.” 
PI BY MR. GUNN: 
m Q: What I’d really like to do is avoid sort 
181 of - 
PI A: okay. 
‘01 Q: - comments about that. 
Il] A: That’s flnc. 
Ql Q: But just what you observed, and what he 
19 commented on, and whether it’s accurate or not. 
I41 A: WC& let mc go through this real quick 
ISI here, then. 
16) Page eight. line 21. “Do you have any 
VI independent recollection of -‘I Oh, wait a minute. 
181 Let mc go back. No, that - Make that 20. 
191 “Dr. Brown: Now when you say repeats, 
MI were X-rays repeated after the autopsy started? Do 
211 you have any recollection!” 
22! “Dr. Ebersolc:The second groun of X-ravs 
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(11 WC havc.We’d like to thank you very much. 

Page 2 
111 were taken either before the incision was made or 
m very shortly there after.” PI WC will be sending to you a copy of the d 
PI Now, he sounds pretty confused to me. u; transcript, which you’ll be able to review and make 
~1 He’s not SLUC what. And wc proved to&y there were , [al corrections on, send back to us. then WC will send 
ISI some taken before, and there wcm some taken after. 1 151 you a copy of the final - 
161 I can’t remember what natcs or what V! THE WITNESS: AI1 right. 

jn: MR. GLJNN: - uanscriot, as well. So. & section it’s on, but he madi the statement - he 
rel was questioned to the fact, were thcrc any 
A controlling facet - or factors in the gallery that 

1101 controlled the morgue - the morgue procedure at 
II II that time? 
I-l “No, there were not.” 
1iq Come on.Thcrc were two men that 
1141 constantly stood up. dircacd which way things 
[lq would go. 
WI Q: That’s the gcncraI that you rcfcrrcd to 
11~1 and the other person - the civilian? 
I181 A: The gcncral and the plain clotha.Which, 
IIS] by deduction, I assumed that was Kennedy’s persona1 
IZUI physician. 
Pll Q: Admiral Burl&y? 
m A: Admital Burlclcy. 
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111 Page 15, line 20. He’s saying how many 
121 gunshot wounds that he looked at during his career, 
PI 2oto 25. 
I4 That doesn’t make an cxpcrt by any means. 
IS] WC had radiologists there - 
PI Q: Just, once again - 
m A: sure. 
WI Q: What I’d like to do is to avoid how many 
pi othcr- 

WI A: Ycah,okay. 
IllI Q: Just what you observed that is incorrect 
[VI from what he observed. Not his qualifications. 
I131 A: All right. I’m stepping over the bounds 
1141 again. 
[I51 Prcrty much, that’s it. I’d be going 
[lq through constant repetition on thisWhat I can do 
[iq is, I can lcavc this - this one that I went 
PI through and made statements on - with youAnd if 
t1.q you want to mimcogtaph it out, that’s fine. If you 
1~01 don’t, WC can do t.has too. 
Pll Q: I would like to go back to page frvc, if 
IZZI WC could, which was the - 
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111 A: Sure. 

m Q: There’s an issue that you paxtly mentioned 
PI after WC looked at the X-rays, and that WC also 
141 discussed while looking at the X-raysAnd this - 
R these were the pencil drawings on X-ray No. 2. 
PI A:WhiChlitXiSit? 

m Q: If you look at page five - 
181 A: Right. 
W Q: -startingonline 19. 

WI A: All right. 
IllI Q: Where he says he may have drawn lines on 
1121 the film. Does that help rcfrcsh your rccollcction 
1131 or change your mind at all about whether you saw 
1141 him actually make lines on the films during - 
PI A: He did draw lines. 
IW Q: - lines during the time of the autopsy? 
IW A: He - he did draw lines during the time of 
1181 the autopsy. 
I191 Q: And you saw those? 
rm A: I saw those. 
WI Q: Okay. 
[PI MR. GUNN: Okay. I think that’s all that 

;81 thank you very much for your time and paticncc. 
lo. THE WITNESS: Arc WC off the record? 
101 MR. GUNN: This deposition is concluded. 
10 IWhcrcupon, at 3:4Q p.m., the taking of 
VI the deposition concluded.] 
131 [Signature not waived.] 
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III CERTIFICATE OF DEPONENT 
m 
PI I have read the foregoing pages, which 
w] contain the comet transcr@l of the anNen made 
[q by me to the questions therein recorded. 
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